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Dear Friends,
The months are again rolling-on, and we are heading
towards March – likely by the time you are reading
this letter it is indeed March 2022! Did you start off
this new year with good intentions? How are you
getting on with your new year’s resolutions?

I 
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Are you back on the chocolate? Have you failed to exercise more frequently? Have your 
healthier starts to the new year gone by the wayside?!  It’s about now we start to drift 
away from all those good promises we made to ourselves at the start of another new 
year.Well, mine was to slow down. To take time to enjoy the smaller moments in life. To 
stop. To look. To breathe. To take in the natural beauty of Ayrshire and just to be ... I’m 
doing okay with this new rule of life but I’m conscious that the world wants to speed 
me back up into its hurried pace. That’s why I’ve been talking a lot in Church about 
adopting the unforced rhythms of life seen in Jesus. Jesus modelled a much healthier 
way to live and it’s life-giving.

If somebody, or something is dragging you back to beliefs, habits or attitudes that 
aren’t life giving or good, stand firm on what is true and God honouring. Many of us are 
Christians because we believe we are the the best versions of ourselves when we are 
staying close to God – the one that made us and loves us and wants a relationship with 
us. 

And standing firm with God means we have God’s strength to stick to better habits of 
life. This includes attending Church for worship. We have all been called and created 
for worship! A couple of Sunday’s past we sang that wonderful hymn: " Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God." It’s a special hymn with truly life-giving words. 

 

“Seek ye first the kingdom of God
And His righteousness;

And all these things shall be added unto you.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!”

In our own lives we mostly try to put things or us first and add in God later or not at all. 
But God desires that we put him first. And I’ve learned the hard way – that putting God 
last or not at all always leads to disaster. Don’t put off your relationship with God any 
longer. “Seek first His kingdom” and what we learn from the old hymn is that “and all 
these things will be given to you as well”.  In other words – get your priorities right. And 
the top of any priority list will always be God and he will see to your life.

Tom Wright, a writer, says this: “Put the world first, and you’ll find it gets moth-eaten in 
your hands. Put God first, and you’ll get the world thrown in.”



Lynsey x
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Matthew chapter 6 verse 33: Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live
righteously, and he will give you everything you need.

If you haven’t yet returned to Church for worship, make this month count; get back
into a better rhythm of life; live the Jesus way and you’ll get so much thrown in too! 

God Bless folks,

S U N D A Y  S E R V I C E S
In Church at 11am.  Live Streaming. 
Remember you can listen on your phone! 01563 444485

Sunday 6th March:    Living the Jesus way: Don’t turn your back on your faith.     
                                                Matthew 8:28-34 & Matthew 9:1-7. 
  

Sunday 13th March:  Living the Jesus way: Recognising God in others 

                                                 Matthew: 9:9-13 & Matthew 9:35-38

                                                 Boys Brigade Prizegiving Service

Sunday 20th March:   Living the Jesus way: even when life is tough

                                                 Matthew 10

Sunday 27th March:   Mother's Day: Rev Robert Anderson speaking on the        

                                                  Trinity

Sunday 3rd April:         Ordination of Elders & the Celebration of Long Service.

                                                  Soup/cake lunch after the service.
                                               

 COME AND HAVE 

COFFEE/TEA AND 

FELLOWSHIP 

 AFTER CHURCH 

Come and join our Coffee/Tea team!  We 
would love to have more helpers - male or 
female who could take a turn on a Sunday 
after Church - every 7 to 8 weeks.
Please contact Yvonne 850933 or Frances 
850510 if you would like to take part.  

CRECHECRECHECRECHE
In the Church Hall for ages 
3 and under while the service is 
on so parents can join in 
worship. The hall is open from 
10.30am.    



Samuel Brennan
Carol Carmichael 
Duncan Carmichael
David Carmichael
Jill Carmichael
David Dewar
Lorna Dewar
James Hillhouse
Natasha Mcvey
Callum Penman 
Mark Sawyers
Graeme Stewart 
Sarah Stewart
Andrew Welsh  

BAPTISM
 

Sunday 20th February

Mark William Sawyers

Sarah Louise Stewart

P
A

G
E

 4

for the endless hours of time they spent and the boundless energy they invested in us. 
for their sacrifices on our behalf as they often gave up or deferred their own dreams so

that we could have ours.
for always being there for us, for being the person we know we can turn to when we 

need comfort, encouragement, or just a hug. 
for making a home for us where we could feel safe, where we felt we belonged. 

Most of all for their unconditional love, for loving us no matter what, and for frequently
showing love in ways that make us feel valued and cherished. 

 Dear Lord, today we pray for Mothers – our own Mothers, and Mothers everywhere who 
have made such a major contribution to the good qualities we have, sometimes through

genetics, more often through great effort and patient instruction, and who have done 
their best to gently polish away our rough edges. 

Lord, please bless our Mothers mightily:

Strengthen them, soothe them, wrap them in Your infinite love and shower them with 
blessings too numerous to count, too magnificent to describe. We love them, admire 

them, respect them, and we wish that You would give them back many times the good 
they gave to us. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

                                         Portree Parish Church Magazine
 

A warm
welcome
to those
who
have
joined
our
Church !

New members will be 
starting the discipleship 

series: ‘An Ordinary Day 
with Jesus’ by John Ortberg
 following completion of the 

ABC in Discipleship 
(Thursday nights).

BOOKCLUB

The Monday 
night 

‘Book C
lub’ will be 

return
ing soo

n. 

 We will have
 an in- 

person
 group

 and a
n

online 
group.

 

Details T
BC.

FLOYDSIt's great to see Floyds 
so busy now and more 
volunteers are needed! 

 Would you be willing to 
serve every 4-5 weeks? 
Please contact Toni 07762 712520  if you can help. 

A Prayer for Mother's Day
S u n d a y  2 7 t h  M a r c h

JOINING THE 

CHURCH 

Please contact Lynsey if 

you wish to join the 

Church. A New 

Member’s class is 

starting in August 

2022 



 

 
 

Thanks to everyone who sent 
me cards and flowers 

following my long awaited 
hip replacement operation. 
Things can only get better 
now and hope it won't be 
too long before I'm back at 

Church. 
Elizabeth Munro 

xxx

Thank you very much for the 
lovely gifts and card received 
from the Church at Christmas 
and the beautiful bouquet of 

flowers from my Church Family 
- they are greatly appreciated.

With much love from 
Helen Hynd 
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 Church Flowers
 

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed flowers to bring much 

pleasure to our worship last month.  
 Feb 6th - Maureen Brown

13th February - Elaine Grant   
20th February - Ellen Gray  

27th February - Dorothy Richmond
 

Scottish Gardens Scheme
Saturday 18th June  2 - 5pm

 

Come and see some wonderful Dundonald Village 
Gardens in June! There will also be a Plant Stall, Cake Stall 

and Cream Teas in the Church Hall, music and flower displays 
in ChurchIf anyone is splitting plants or has cuttings to spare, 

please pot them up for the plant stall 
Contact Sheila Payne for more details 850311

 

Our support for this worthwhile and desperately needed charity has fallen by more than  a 
half during the two years of the pandemic with a total of approximately £377 at year end 
3rd December 2021.  We gratefully acknowledge all who continue to support us - Thank 
you.  
I think there have been two main reasons for the drop:
a) Church was in lockdown much of the time and members were not around much. 
b) There seems to be an absence of small change circulating nowadays.
Clean water and an abundance of it here is taken for granted by us.  However, in many 
parts of the world it is a treasure to be cherished.
My sister Morag was a faithful and generous supporter of this charity and I am sure she 
would have been disappointed with our efforts these past years, so now that Church is 
open to us again, please remember our Water Aid "commitment" and any donations given 
to me (loose change or otherwise) will be gratefully accepted and passed on to WaterAid 
via  our treasurer.   Thank you and may God's many blessings enfold you always.

Ann Ferguson 

We would like to say thank 
you for the beautiful 

Church flowers that we 
received at the end of 

January.  They were very 
much appreciated and 

came at just the right time.
Jane & Neil Ritchie 

 



Sandy was born Alexander McQueen Parker on 
the 4th of October 1940 to David and Jessie 
Parker. Sandy took on a parental role to his little 
sister Jessie when their Dad died; he was only 10 
years old and Jessie 5. Jessie remembers her 
brother being very caring and protective - Sandy 
would meet her off the bus after her dates so no- 
one could walk her home! That sounds like our 
Sandy making sure that those he loved were well 
cared for and protected. Sandy and Jessie grew 
up in Stranraer and went to Stranraer Primary
and Stranraer Academy. He worked as a 
butcher’s boy and delivered all the messages on 
a bike fitted with a wicker basket and Jessie 
enjoyed getting lifts in the basket to where she 
needed to go. He was a great support to his mum 
after the loss of his dad and helped round the 
house. This experience of growing up without his 
own father made Sandy very thankful of his own 
role as a father. He never took for granted time 
spent with his daughters and then 
grandchildren. He realised how precious life was. 

Town boy Sandy met his country lass Sarah Kelly 
(known to us all as Cissy) at Kurcum Dance Hall 
when he was 18 years old and never had eyes for 
anyone else. In their courting days Sandy drove a 
motorbike that he memorably crashed on the 
way to see Cissy. After 2 years of dating they were 
married at Stonykirk Parish Church on 3rd 
October 1962. This year would have been their 
60th Wedding Anniversary. In 1967 Rhona was 
born, followed by Helen in 1969 and Sally in 1976. 
Sandy was so proud of all 3 daughters, and all 
that each have achieved and got great comfort 
that each of his daughters now had their own 
family and were settled. His love of his 
grandchildren was evident for all to see. - David, 
Joanne, Hayley, Lily-Rose and Hannah and he 
was absolutely delighted when he became a 
great Grandfather to Cleo too. Rhona,  Helen and 
Sally have fond memories of family times 
including many caravan park holidays to 
Blackpool and the Holy Isle having picnics from 
the boot of the car and Cissy’s love of crab 
sandwiches.

They also remember having to put on their 
‘Sunday best’ to head out to Church and 
the amazing family Christmas parties that 
were thrown by BT where Sandy worked 
for most of his life firstly as a telegraph 
pole boy and then as a BT area manager. 

Friday night was family swimming night 
where Sandy, along with best friend Harry 
Ulrich took the kids swimming. The two 
families would then share supper 
together, prepared by Cissy and Betty. This 
love of swimming has stayed with 
daughter Rhona who now loves outdoor 
sea swimming in Gourock with husband 
Davie. Sandy had many hobbies including 
bowling, the Burn’s club and Historical 
Society. He loved his garden and one of 
the last things he did was to plant his 
snowdrops outside. The week Sandy died 
Helen caught her dad trying to get out 
into his garden to see if these wee 
snowdrops had taken life. So Helen went 
out and picked a couple to put into a 
small vase beside Sandy’s bed so he could 
enjoy seeing them and smelling their 
beautiful fragrance. Sandy had wonderful 
neighbours that kept an eye on him 
especially when he was living alone after 
Cissy moved to Dundonald Care Home in 
2020. He loved his Church and every 
Sunday he shared our online worship 
service with his family, emailing the link so 
that Rhona, Sally and Helen could all 
worship too. And Helen then shared it to 
older adults she cared for in the nursing 
 home up in Skye. 
Let's give thanks for Sandy's support, 
encouragement, wisdom and inspiration.
In remembering Sandy’s life and the many 
good times that he had, It will help to ease 
the sorrow we feel... he is now safely in 
God's care. 

S P E C I A L
M E M O R I E S
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SANDY PARKER: 4/10/40- 26/1/22 
ELDER AT DUNDONALD CHURCH 1974 - 2022 



Bob Stewart 
I was fortunate to have known Sandy since I was a boy. When I became 
Session Clerk, it wasn’t long before Sandy had me round to his house to give 
me a most polite grilling and from that moment he was very supportive. 
 Although he wasn’t active in the Session in recent years, he did keep up to 
date with everything that was going on. His memory was sharp and his 
advice and counsel on Church issues were a great comfort, especially with his 
in-depth knowledge and very long affiliation with Presbytery. He always had 
kind words following viewing our online services and would drop a quick 
email to say thank you. Sandy was ordained as an elder in 1974 and served 
faithfully and strongly. If we can give just a part of what Sandy has given, we 
should count ourselves blessed. So let us thank God for the life and service of 
Sandy Parker.

Pam Kavanagh
Sandy was a spiritual father of our Church to whom many of us could go for 
quiet wisdom. He was a humble man. What he didn’t know about Presbytery 
wasn’t worth knowing. He was Presbytery Elder for very many years, serving
faithfully on many committees and joining in debates.  It was a daunting task 
to follow on from him, but he made it easy, sharing gladly his knowledge and 
always with a merry twinkle in his eye and a funny remark. He had a great 
sense of humour and was a committed elder serving both his district and his 
minister, eagerly offering to help in any way he could. He was loyal and 
deeply caring. As well as his faith, Sandy’s family was at the centre of his life. 
His face lit up when his beloved Cissy was mentioned, and Helen, Sally and 
Rhona, his sons-in-law, and his adored grandchildren.  As long as he was able, 
Sandy walked up the road each morning to give himself exercise, enjoy the 
fresh air and chat to friends along the way who were always delighted to see 
him. These short walks took a long time due to the extended chats!  He was a 
gracious man, expecting nothing for himself, but he was very pleased to be 
given a home-made cake, especially cherry cake. Even a brief encounter with 
Sandy involved merry banter and you left his door chuckling and with a 
spring in your step. What lovely, deeply meaningful, yet simple memories 
Sandy has left us. We are all the richer for having him as a friend. Now he is at 
peace with God. All his family will miss him so much, as will his Church family 
and his many friends.
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Happy Moments

Praise God

Difficult moments

Seek God

Quiet moments

Worship God

Painful moments

Trust God

Every moment

Thank God 

Live in love, not hate.

Live in hope, not anger.

Live in truth, not rumour.

Live in kindness, not rudeness.

Live in generosity, not selfishness.

Live in peace, not conflict.

Live in joy, not doubt.

Live in confidence, not fear.

Live in Love 



Jessie was born in Dundonald in 1923 to William and 
Meg McCall. She just missed her 99th birthday!  She had 
2 brothers, Archie and William. Tragically William was 
killed at sea during the Second World War at the age of 
only 17, an incident Jessie found distressing her entire 
life. After the war Archie settled in Australia where her 
nephew William and nieces, Robyn and Kerrie live.
Jessie and Archie ‘phoned each other every 2 weeks 
and Jessie looked forward to hearing all the news from 
“Down Under”!  She missed Archie terribly when he died 
a few years ago.
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Shirley

Jessie was particularly close to her Auntie Chrissie - Gus’ mother - spending much time  with
her and had a special relationship with Gus's wife Gladys and their daughter Christina.  After
the death of Chrissie, Gladys treated Jessie like a surrogate mother-in-law, doing grocery 
shopping, personal business, gardening etc.  Jessie looked forward to Gladys' visits. 

Jessie attended the original Dundonald Primary School (now School Wynd).  During the war
Jessie was a Land Army Girl but in normal times she was a shorthand typist and had worked
in a Skoda garage. Despite working amongst cars she abhorred them having seen the effect
accidents had and was therefore never a relaxed passenger!  

In April 1948 she married John Houston, an elder in Dundonald Church where they were 
married. They had a happy marriage until his death in October 1979. Her lifelong friend, Jean
Forsyth, was her best maid. They travelled to work together on the bus to Kilmarnock. Jessie
and John were extremely hospitable. Jessie could prepare a meal in jig time and made the 
best soup ever. No vegetable was safe from Jessie!  She didn’t do small portions, so that my 
family described her meals as “build my gallows high”!  Each week, Jessie baked empire 
biscuits for John’s packed lunches. She was on what seemed like a permanent diet which 
included cream cakes and gateau. She heard that drinking a glass of grapefruit juice before
a meal burnt up any fat, so when visiting my family in Glasgow, she had John carry a large 
jar of grapefruit juice on 2 buses and a train!  Every holiday they went away somewhere, 
maybe only to Rothesay but Jessie always sent postcards. At new year Jean Forsyth, my 
parents and I stayed over Hogmanay, an annual event until Jean married and weather 
conditions on the Fenwick Moor prohibited us travelling. When visiting Jessie and John, it 
was deemed prudent to wear beach attire. As well as her central heating on at the highest 
setting, Jessie would stoke her open fire with real coal so far up the chimney that the top of
the mound was out of sight. Many of their friends were those they met on holiday and 
nothing would have it but they had to visit them in Dundonald. That was how they met my 
folks when holidaying in Southport. Both couples plus Jessie’s Mother, Meg, and my 
grandmother holidayed together. So although I regarded her as my aunt my entire life, 
we’re not actually related!

When Jean married John Stevenson Jessie and John were their witnesses. After they were 
both widowed, Jessie had Jean regularly on Saturday for lunch. and they phoned each 
 other every day.  In later life Jean developed macular degeneration and as a result, I spent 
many a “happy” Saturday afternoon listening to Jessie reading out the obituaries in the 
Kilmarnock Standard which prompted conversations in various directions. Jean would leave
with her week's supply of meat which Jessie had ordered from the butcher along with a 
carton of Jessie’s soup. Not long after Jessie moved into Dundonald Nursing Home, Jean 
followed suit. Before her health deteriorated, Jessie enjoyed lunch and socialising in the 
Sheltered Housing complex next door to her home in Gulliland Avenue, where she met her 
friend Ernie who died a few years ago.  

JESSIE HOUSTON: 09/02/23 – 25/01/22
BY NORMA F. DINNING



Dundonald 
Guild 
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Jessie and John had no family. Instead they had a number of budgies - when one died it 
was readily replaced by another - each one was called Joey!  However, after the budgie era
when her neighbours moved house, Jessie fell heir to their cat Tibby. He was the love of 
her life.  After John’s death, Jessie continued to entertain, greeting you at the door 
wearing her trade mark fur trimmed slippers. Everyone was made welcome and she 
would remain at the door waving visitors goodbye until they were completely out of sight.
She endured a mastectomy and had heart bypass surgery in her 80’s.  She lived 
independently and despite the necessity for her to move into a nursing home, maintained
she could’ve coped fine in her “ain hoose”!   Jessie died in Dundonald Nursing Home where
she was lovingly looked after by the tender and kind-hearted staff there led by Leesa. 

When I celebrated my 21st birthday party in the house, Aunt Jessie and Uncle John were 
there and when I had a ceilidh for my 40th birthday Aunt Jessie was there. My abiding 
memory of Aunt Jessie and Uncle John was entering the kitchen the morning after my 
21st party to be met with them washing and drying heaps and heaps of dirty dishes and of
Aunt Jessie leading a conga line out of the house and around our front garden on a 
freezing cold night at the end of November!

I will miss Jessie immeasurably. Aunt Jessie was in every way my aunt and I loved her 
greatly. She was a constant in my life, a source of wisdom, to bounce issues off or to seek 
advice. After my father died, I asked her if she thought I should remove his stair lift from 
the house. Tenderly she replied “naw, keep it!  Ken, you never know when you might need
it yourself one day!”  I was 39 at the time.

Monday 7th March - Short AGM followed by Anne Scott 

illustrating the Easter Story in Flowers and Verse @ 7pm

Monday 21st March - Meal at Piersland House Hotel  @ 7pm

The Guild met on 7th February after an extended Christmas break 
due to Covid restrictions.  Adaline welcomed a good number of 
ladies and after a reading and prayer she welcomed Toni O'Brien, 
Missional Community Worker.  Toni started in Dundonald on 1st May 
2021 and has been connecting with the Primary School, Food Bank, 
Council Learning and Development team, Family Youth Worker at 
Seagate Church and Micah Project in Troon.  She told us how she 
had been brought up in Birmingham by her mother when her 
father left and after school worked in the travel industry.  She was 
given a chance to go to Tenerife and there she fell into a new 
lifestyle of clubbing and parties.  She then met a Christian girl who 
invited her to Church and she heard God's call to follow Jesus.  She 
met and married her husband, Scott and after they had their 
daughter Evie they decided to come back to the UK.  Scott is from 
Kilmarnock so they came to Scotland and then to Dundonald,  Toni 
loves Scotland and Dundonald and wouldn't wish to be anywhere 
else.  Anne Young thanked Toni on behalf of the Guild.    

The Guild met again on 21st February for their 
belated Dutch Auction which normally takes place
before Christmas but was arranged for the new year. 
 A good number of ladies enjoyed a fun evening with 
Auctioneer Anne Young, helped by Adaline and sold 
a large number of items donated by members. At the 
end of the evening £122 was added to the Guild 
funds and will go towards Guild Projects.

Eileen Docherty



Prayer is the voice of your heart
(Sister Hilda, Call The Midwife)

Put so simply, this really jumped out at me
when I heard it. We talk all the time. To our
loved ones, our friends, to strangers. We
don’t tend to give it much thought. If we
want something, we ask for it. If we are
angry, upset or frustrated, we invariably let
the people concerned know. If we love,
appreciate or care about someone, we
usually let them know (perhaps not
enough!). If we see someone battling to ask
for something themselves, we will help
them out and ask for them or on their
behalf. If we didn’t speak and
communicate our needs, wishes and
opinions how would we function in society
and grow our relationships? Why then can
we find it hard to speak to God? In fact, it
should be even easier - He created us, He
loves us. He wants to hear the voice of our
heart – to hear of our frustration, fear, worry,
joy, hopes, dreams and also, our prayers on
behalf of others. When we pray for others,
we are “meeting their needs on the basis of
God’s resources, not our own.” How
amazing is that?  
Here are a few prayers that may help you
through the reality of your everyday.

Prayer for When Work is Frustrating
 Almighty and Everlasting God, my job is
frustrating to me, and I feel like all my
efforts are wasted. Transform my
perspective and redeem my work so that I
am working for You. Your Word states that
everything I do, even the frustrations of my
job are for You. You are my true master,
and nothing is wasted if I am 

Prayer for Those Waiting on
Healing
Father, you can heal us in a heartbeat.
We pray for Your miraculous healing
today. From depression, life-long disease,
sudden failures, addictions and massive
handicaps. We pray for miraculous
healing because we know You are as
capable of fixing our physicalities as you
are to hold the oceans in place as the
earth spins around. Through Your Son’s
death on the cross, we have the
opportunity to be healed spiritually. By
believing in Jesus we are connected
straight to You in prayer and presence.
Bless our hearts to believe in You beyond
our heart’s capacity. Strengthen our faith
where it is weak and strengthen our
resolve to linger in Your presence a little
longer each day. 
Take our pain away, according to Your
will, in Your time. We’re not promised a
painless life on this earth, but You do
want us to live a happy one. Send Your
Spirit to help us see past our
circumstances and onto Your calling on
our lives. Sickness and injury can’t stop
God-placed dreams. Fill our hearts with
hope as we wait on You to move in our
lives and flow out from our hearts. In
Jesus’ Name, Amen.
Meg Bucher  

www.biblestudytools.com

P R A Y E R

Debi Dunn
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serving You. Give me the wisdom to be
effective at my job and the peace to not
worry about things I cannot control. In
Jesus’ mighty name, I pray. Amen.

connectusfund.org

https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/healing-bible-verses/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/healing-bible-verses/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/bible-verses-for-faith-in-hard-times/
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/a-prayer-for-those-waiting-on-healing.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/


Prayer For Peace over Cares and 
Concerns
Today I need your help, Lord, not to feel 
anxious. I cannot take care of my concerns 
on my own. Instead of worrying, I hand
over my cares to You because I know You 
care for me. Thank you that You are the 
God who sees me and stays with me no 
matter what I am going through. Forgive 
me when I hold onto my sorrow and lack 
the faith to believe that You will never 
leave me or abandon me. I give you praise 
that You are sovereign, and I pray that you 
would take care of our needs today. Thank 
You for peace that passes understanding, 
the peace that comes only from knowing 
that You are an all-powerful, loving God, 
and You are good. I put my trust in you.
Hollie Gilman 

www.biblestudytools.com

Prayer for Happiness 
Father, 
Please help me to rest in your happiness, 
To allow a smile to linger on my lips, 
To dwell within a wonderful memory, 
To walk back through sunlit places. 
Please help me to awake with hope, 
To engage with life in all its variety, 
To take in the beauty of others joys, 
To touch the souls of those I meet with 
thankfulness. 
Please help me to sing with faith, 
To carry the truth close in my heart always, 
To rejoice at new life and to have peace as I 
age.
Please help me to indulge in love 
To breathe in the sweetness of intimacy, 
To taste the kindness of friendship, 
To feel the warmth of embrace. 
Please help me not to miss a single drop of 
heaven, 
To catch each moment 
And drink in the great joy of life. 
Amen.

www.living-prayers.com

P R A Y E R
Prayer For a Hurting Friend
Dear God, our hearts are burdened for our
friends who are hurting right now. We ask that
you would be their comforter, that You would
cover them with Your infinite grace and mercy,
surrounding them in peace during this dark
season. We pray for fresh grace, for renewed
strength, for Your goodness and mercy over
their lives today.
Thank you, God, that You are with us always,
that Your presence is mighty, and You hear
our prayers on behalf of those we love. We
ask that You would show yourself strong on
their behalf. Remind them that nothing is too
difficult for You, and you are leading them
through this difficult time, covering them in
Your care. We know and believe beyond any
doubt, that Your power and love will never
fail. Amen.
Debbie McDaniel 

www.biblestudytools.com

Prayer for God to Be Our Refuge
Father, we know each day has a purpose You
will in our lives. On the days it is hard for us to
stand up against all of the calamity and chaos
in the world flying at our faces, help us to
seek You and find You in moments of calm
and clarity. Let Your peace reign in our hearts,
minds, and actions. Let Your Holy Spirit fall
over us in a calm sense of purpose and
renewed vigour to follow Jesus with more
determination each day we live.
Thank You for life. Thank You for the people You
have faithfully placed around us. Thank You for
the talents, gifts, blessings, healings, and
purposes You have weaved into our lives. Thank
You for choosing us, Jehovah Jireh. In You, we
have all we need. Let the verses of the Psalms
feed our bodies, minds, and souls the strength
we need to follow You wholeheartedly every
day You will for us to walk this earth. In Jesus’
Name, Amen.
Meg Bucher 
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https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/bible-verses-for-faith-in-hard-times/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/peace-bible-verses/
https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/prayers-to-motivate-and-inspire-your-faith.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
https://www.living-prayers.com/
https://www.christianity.com/theology/what-is-grace.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/strength-bible-verses/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/love-bible-verses/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/love-bible-verses/
https://www.ibelieve.com/relationships/a-prayer-for-a-friend-who-is-hurting-and-12-verses-of-encouragement.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/10-supernatural-ways-the-holy-spirit-wants-to-empower-you.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/jehovah-jireh-the-lord-will-provide.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/
https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/your-daily-prayer/a-prayer-for-god-to-be-our-refuge.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
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If you are looking for a new prayer related challenge during Lent, visit 
 https://licc.org.uk/ourresources/prayer-journeys/ and look at their new prayer plan: 
A Simple Rule. A 2022 Lent Prayer Journey.   Over 40 days, this plan will help you 
develop a rhythm of prayer that integrates your faith into your daily life, following Paul’s 
simple advice to the Thessalonians: rejoice always, pray continually and give thanks in all 
circumstances. Learn to see your life through God’s eyes, develop fresh habits of 
prayerfulness and, grow more like Christ shaped by time spent with him. Sign up at the 
above link to get free daily prayer prompts from 2nd March 2022. 

B O O K  R E V I E W
George Muller of Bristol - His Life of Prayer and Faith
Published by Pantianos Classics  (first published 1899)

I am currently reading the autobiography of George Muller
from Bristol. A fascinating read about a man who became one
of Britain’s greatest evangelists. A passionate believer in God
and social justice, he is famed, amongst other things for the
establishment of orphanages in his hometown of Bristol. He
was also well known for living out his beliefs. He refused to
lobby for money, take a salary or request donations. Believing
and trusting that, through prayer, God would supply all his
needs. To this day, the organisation that bears his name
continues to run in such a manner.

He was not always like this. By his own admission, prior to his conversion, he was, even as
young as eleven “a liar and thief, swindler and drunkard.” With a steady supply of money
from his father, he was utterly selfish, abused his position, treated his parents and friends
despicably and then had the audacity to become a clergyman. He saw it as a steady job
and easy money when, in reality he was totally indifferent to God and the scriptures and
disdainfully declared there was no need to even read the Bible! How remarkable and
noticeable then was his transformation? His friends and family were stunned and initially
totally disbelieving. But he went on to live his new life, showing every day, in every action
the fruits of his genuine repentance - generosity and love.

Debi Dunn

In the early Church Lent was when you undertook Christian instruction if you wanted to be
baptised at Easter, with regular prayer, fasting, confession of sins and giving of alms.  In
time this included all committed Christians.  Shrove Tuesday, “Pancake Day" (or "Fat
Tuesday"!), the day before Lent, was when eggs and dairy produce were used up as these
were forbidden during the Lenten fast.  On the first day of Lent, Ash Wednesday, some
worshippers received ashes on their foreheads as a sign of repentance and was the start of
40 days (until Easter) imitating Jesus's fasting in the desert.   In many Churches today
Lenten traditions also continue when there is emphasis on prayer, self-examination, self
denial and almsgiving. Some give up chocolate, alcohol or watching TV and other
temptations as a form of 'fasting'.   Sometimes the focus of this period of self discipline may
be giving up a bad habit or attitude such as gossiping, losing our temper, criticism etc.           

Portree Parish Church (adapted)

W e d n e s d a y  2 n d  M a r c h  -  T h u r s d a y  1 4 t h  A p r i lL E N T

Monthly day of Prayer:  We hope that all of you who were able to pray, whether in a particular slot
or  during the day as it suited you, were enriched and encouraged.   The next day of prayer is 
Monday 7th March 2022.   Anyone wanting further information about the prayer ministry or
wanting prayer at any time, please chat with any of the prayer team (Lynsey, Christine, Debi, Toni).

https://licc.org.uk/ourresources/prayer-journeys/


MEN'S CLUB
Thursdays at 7.30pm in
the Church Hall. Carpet
bowling, fellowship and a
cup of tea. 
Ladies most welcome!
Dougal Gray 830452P
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Men of all ages welcome to 
The Auchans, Dundonald - 1st meeting on 

Tuesday 1st March @ 7pm
DEZ JOHNSTON - Drink, Drugs & Jesus

 To find out more contact Graeme Stewart 
graemestewart120@hotmail.com

07786394137  

A special God Moment came after a lot of soul searching. Having become a Christian in 
the final year at university in Edinburgh, I had headed off to Tanzania, East Africa with 
VSO (Voluntary Service Overseas) for 2 years then to London for a very full and eventful 5 
years ... completing the professional Chartered Accountancy training, exams and 
qualification, meeting and marrying my beloved wife Frances and being blessed with our 
first 2 daughters, Elizabeth and Becky!
Our faith was very important and central to our lives. Having enjoyed the 2 years in East 
Africa, we had prayed that if God wanted us to go back out, could He please give very 
clear guidance (so that it wasn't just because I had liked it) … a bit like Gideon :) 
We then received a letter 'out of the blue' from a dear Tanzanian Bishop saying he 
believed God wanted me to come out to be the treasurer for his Diocese … we prayed 
about it but just didn't feel at peace that it was right for us. 
Our first marital home was in London in a lovely Victorian house which had been 
converted into 7 flats with a locked communal entrance (with a buzzer to each of the 
flats - we were 2 stories up). One night, a short while after the letter, we heard a knock at 
the door. Assuming it must be one of our house neighbours (we hadn't let anyone in with 
our buzzer) we opened the door. There was someone from the Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF) who had been asked to 'find' me (by the LWF boss I had met 5 years 
before in Tanzania) to ask if I would go out to Africa to take responsibility for one of their 
refugee programmes! Wow - was that God guiding us?  We prayed (and prayed!) … again, 
we didn't feel at peace … but not sure. 
A week or so later, I was up in Leicester staying in a hotel (on an audit assignment); we 
had to give a reply to LWF but were struggling to know if it was what God wanted us to 
do. After work each evening I would phone Frances - one night she said a letter had 
arrived from Graham (a Chartered Accountant friend in Malawi whom I had met in 
Kenya); she opened the letter and read it out. Graham was asking us to join him … and as 
she read it, God's peace flowed through; the letter brought our very special God Moment 
that led us to our decade in Africa (and in due course the arrival of daughter no 3, Sarah!)

G O D  M O M E N T S
Sandy Mavor

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR MEN TO MEET, 
RELAX AND LISTEN TO 

A THOUGHT-PROVOKING SPEAKER
1ST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH!



THE MAN WHO MADE CLOCKS
Alex Breckenridge & Son was founded 
in 1799 and at first traded from Market 
Lane in Kilmarnock, at that time one of 
the more important streets of the town. 
 
By 1836 King Street had opened up and 
was the most imposing and important 
thoroughfare and market place in the 
town. When the opportunity came up 
Breckenridge moved his business there. 
After Alex Breckenridge died in 1848 
the business was run by his son and it 
remained in the control of the 
Breckenridge family until 1898 when it 
was taken over by Mr. Hall who 
continued the business until about 1913. 
The firm made clocks for domestic use 
but it also had a high reputation for 
making larger public clocks, particularly 
for use in Churches. Amongst the clocks 
made by Breckenridge were clocks for 
Mauchline, Dundonald, Kilmaurs and 
Riccarton, St. Marnocks and King Street 
Churches in Kilmarnock. 

F R O M  T H E  A R C H I V E S  
T H E  C H U R C H  C L O C K  

In 1841 Europe was enjoying the longest spell of 
peace  Queen Victoria was but four years on the 
throne when the inhabitants of Dundonald, some 345 
in number, agreed to subscribe to a steeple clock. 
Times were hard and in many cases wages were 
falling; a miner’s wage was on average 12/6d per 
week. The minister, Rev. John McLeod had just died, 
leaving in the manse his young, popular assistant, the 
Rev. Alex Willison who would shortly succeed him. 
The Church was forty years old and still without a 
clock, although it appears that clock faces were
carved on the steeple when it was erected in 1809. 

Bobby Kirk 
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WHAT THE PAPERS SAID - MARCH 1841
AYRSHIRE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER,
FORERUNNER OF THE IRVINE HERALD.

“During last winter a subscription was set afoot in
Dundonald Village in order to raise as much
money as would procure a Steeple Clock, a thing
that was much wanted. A handsome sum was
collected to which the Heritors contributed the
remainder necessary to procure a good article. Mr
Breckenridge of Kilmarnock, whose experience at
all times is sufficient, as far as quality goes, was
applied to, and he has just finished the Clock
which will be set agoing this week. In order to
have everything to correspond with the much
desired improvement, the Heritors caused a bell to
be ordered at their own expense and its first notes
were peeled forth on the occasion of the Earl of
Eglington’s arrival on Tuesday night. The old Bell,
which has been newly taken down, appears to have
been founded in the year 1400 and is dedicated to
“Sanct Andrew and all of his tribe” who are
invoked in Latin to “pray for us”.

1975
In 1975 when it was realised that major repairs were a vital necessity, the inhabitants of
Dundonald and further afield responded in a way that their ancestors would have been
proud of. An appeal went out to everyone in the village and soon the money came rolling in;
cheques from industry and donations in coins and bank notes and, as an added bonus, there
were offers of skilled help. Soon the funds were sufficient to give the “go-ahead” and the first
steps were taken to have new faces made to replace the originals. 



HELP OFFERED
An offer of help was made by John Chalmers, 
former owner of the local joiners and coach 
works, retired but ready to give time and advice 
that would ensure a high standard of 
 workman-ship. Many of his spare hours were 
given to selecting the materials, preparing and 
priming surfaces, before paint and varnish was 
added to help the clock withstand the ravishes 
of storm. Then, finally, meticulously cutting out 
the numerals in gold leaf exactly as the 
originals had been. With new faces complete, a 
change-over date was arranged and scaffolding 
was erected. At this stage help came from 
another well-known local family, the 
Richmonds, Davie, Junior and Senior, who were 
standing by to remove the originals and replace 
them with the new. One of the surprises they 
had was to find another set of faces carved in to 
the stonework bearing the date of 1809 and a 
clear-cut mason’s mark made by the craftsman 
responsible.
INCH BY INCH
Soon the old faces were lowered to the ground, 
then carefully, inch by inch, the replacements
were gently raised into position to take up their 
place where, if they were to last as long as their 
predecessors, they would stay throughout the 
21st century and into the 22nd Century!  Just as 
the inhabitants of 1841 thought of the bell, so 
did their successors who  renewed the timber 
in the belfry and replaced the wheel that drove 
the bell, the original being in such a bad state 
of repair. In what was a rather pleasing touch 
the louvres of the belfry were renewed, using 
timber from the old faces, so that in some way 
the old will live on.
PROBLEM
There were still several things left to be done. 
Some of the gear wheels in the clock’s “innards” 
were reaching the end of their useful life but 
the funds left were sufficient to see that this 
was done, although none of the old foundries 
left specialised in this type of work. 
Improvements were to be made to the stairs 
inside the belfry and lighting added to ease the 
clock’s “minder” and winder, Duncan Lawson, 
who all too often had to work under primitive 
conditions. Once the job was completed what 
was he reaction of those who helped? Each and 
every one was the same … “It should be here 
years after I’ve gone” – a sentiment that surely 
echoes the feeling of a job well done. 

Thank you to Anne Watts for her contribution to this 
article.
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WHAT THE PAPERS SAID - 1975

TROON AND PRESTWICK TIMES
“RENOVATING THIS CLOCK IS
COSTLY!
The Church (or town) clock is still the
most familiar landmark in towns and
villages, though some of these old
timepieces no longer tell the time. This is
not surprising considering the high cost
of maintaining and repairing them.
One Church clock which DOES work is
that at Dundonald and the
Congregational Board are pressing on
with renovation of their clock whose
woodwork has seriously deteriorated. A
small committee will look into the costs
involved and how to raise funds.  The
chairman, Mr Vic McDonald said  the
cost will be  £1,000, mainly because of
the scaffolding charges. 

DUNDONALD COMMUNITY
NEWS 1976 - “WILL YOU HELP?
 The clock has not escaped the ravishes
of time,  in particular the three exterior
faces, are badly in need of repair. Where
do the funds come from to restore this
inheritance from our 1841 forebears? 
 The clock and steeple belong to the Kirk
but the clock is as much a part of the
village as the Main Street itself. The
Congregational Board were staggered at
the first estimate of £1,000 for the faces
alone, and very soon will launch an
appeal for funds to restore the clock to
its former glory. The clock workings are
maintained to a high degree by the
voluntary labour of Mr Duncan Lawson
and for this  the Kirk Board and the
villagers say a big “Thanks” to Duncan. 
The appeal will go out to everyone who
uses the clock,  to check their time to or
from work, to the housewife to get “the
tatties on” to the children going to
school, to the worshipper to “hurry up
on the Sabbath”, or to the bride to let
her know she is five minutes late! Let us
show our appreciation of the foresight of
our village elders of 1841 by restoring
the steeple clock. "  

 CONTACT 2013/14



BAKED CHICKEN BREASTS

4 chicken breasts
Breadcrumbs
Salad cream 
Finely chopped parsley
Salt & pepper

Preheat oven to 180C.  Place the chicken breasts in 
ovenware dish. Season with salt & pepper. Bake for 25 mins. Remove from oven, dress 
each chicken with salad cream. Top with breadcrumbs ( you can add either parsley or 
parmesan to flavour crumbs). Place back in over to finish cooking for a further 10 mins. 
Serve with salad or have in a bun.

DOUBLE GINGER CAKE

250g/9oz self raising flour 
2 level teaspoon ground ginger 
1 level teaspoon bicarbonate of soda
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon, Pinch of salt 
200g/7oz golden syrup
2 tablespoon syrup from the ginger jar
125g/4.5oz butter
Stem ginger in syrup (about 60g/2.5oz)
2 heaped tablespoon sultanas
125g/4.5oz dark muscovado sugar
2 large eggs
240ml/8.25fl oz milk
2 teaspoon of poppy seeds
ICING
250g/9oz icing sugar
2-3 tablespoon orange juice

Line bottom of a square cake tin (20cm x 22 cm) with baking parchment. Set oven to 
180C/160 Fan. Sift flour with ginger, cinnamon, bicarbonate of soda and salt. Put golden and 
ginger syrups and butter into a small pan and warm over low heat. Dice ginger finely, then 
add to pan with sultanas and sugar. Let the mixture bubble gently for a minute, giving an 
occasional stir to stop fruit sticking to bottom. Break eggs into a bowl, pour in milk and beat 
gently to break up egg and mix into milk. Remove butter and sugar mixture from heat and 
pour into flour, stirring smoothly with a large metal spoon.  Mix in milk and eggs. The mixture 
should be sloppy, with no trace of flour. Pour into cake tin and bake for 35-45 minutes, or until 
a skewer inserted in centre comes out clean. Leave cake in its tin to cool then turn out.
ICING: Sift icing sugar into a bowl, then beat in orange juice, with a fork or hand whisk. It 
should be relatively thick. Spoon over the cake, sprinkle with poppy seeds and leave to set.
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Months one and two in the calendar year 
Are sometimes dull and boring we hear.
Christmas has passed, the New Year brought in 
And fresh resolutions are now wearing thin!
Each morning the dawn comes rather late, 
Most days begin grey, cold does not abate.
“Just another few minutes in bed”, we do crave, 
Hid under the duvet, warm in our 'cave'.

This time of year, when we long to stay put, 
We think of what's happening outside, underfoot.
Spring bulbs are awake and push towards light, 
Buds on the trees can be seen – tho' still tight.
Sheep in the fields, coats woolly and dense; 
In a few weeks we'll see the wee lambs by the 
fence.
Horses and cattle are sent out to graze, 
On the plough and the tiller we will all set our 
gaze.

Daylight lasts longer, mornings grow bright, 
Songbirds will greet us awake from the night. 
Grass will start growing, snow and ice disappear, 
Slowly all dullness or boredom will clear.
Be patient for now – it will soon be month three, 
March heralds renewal in nature, you'll see!
Please don't get down, a blessing will be
When winter is over and spring flowers you can 
see!

Concord Episcopal Church Magazine, Ardrossan, 
Irvine, Dalry

“Winter is over the winter rains are 
over, gone! Spring flowers are in 

blossom all over. The whole world’s a 
choir — and singing! Spring birds are 

filling the woods with sweet strains. 
Lilacs are exuberantly purple and 

perfumed and cherry trees fragrant 
with blossoms.

Song of Solomon 2:11-13 The Message.

M I D
W I N T E R
B L U E S

W e  a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h a t
D u n d o n a l d  H i g h l a n d  G a m e s  w i l l  t a k e

p l a c e  o n  
S a t u r d a y  6  A u g u s t  2 0 2 2  f r o m  1 2 n o o n .
N B :  S u b j e c t  t o  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p l a y i n g

f i e l d .
D u n d o n a l d  G a m e s  S o c i e t y  ( S C O 4 4 0 2 5 )
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There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in 
another part of the country. “Is there anything breakable in here?” asked the postal 
clerk. “Only the Ten Commandments,” answered the lady.

A Minister parked his car in a no parking zone in a large city because he was short of 
time and couldn't find a space with a meter. Then he put a note under the 
windshield wiper that read, “I have circled the block ten times. If I don't park here, I'll 
miss my appointment. Forgive us our  trespasses.” When he returned, he found a 
citation from a police officer along with this note.“I've circled this block for 10 years. 
If I don't give you a ticket I'll lose my job. Lead us not into temptation."

The Minister in the USA was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to ask 
the congregation to come up with more money than they were expecting for repairs 
to the Church building. Therefore, he was annoyed to find that the regular organist 
was sick and a substitute had been brought in at the last minute. The substitute 
wanted to know what to play. “Here's a copy of the service,” he said impatiently. “But, 
you'll have to think of something to play after I make the announcement about the 
finances.” During the service, the miniser paused and said, “Brothers and sisters, we 
are in great difficulty, the roof repairs cost twice as much as we expected and we 
need £4,000 more. Any of you who can pledge £100 or more, please stand up.” 
At that moment the substitute organist played “The Star Spangled Banner” (and all 
the congregation automatically stood up). And that is how the substitute became 
the regular organist!

A Father was approached by his small son who told him proudly, “I know what the 
Bible means” His Father smiled and replied, “What do you mean, you 'know' what the 
Bible means?” The son  replied, “I do know” “Okay”, said the Father. “What does the
Bible mean?” “That's easy Daddy” the young boy replied, “It stands for 'Basic 
Information Before Leaving Earth.”

While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught up to an Amish carriage. The owner of 
the carriage obviously had a sense of humour, beause attached to the back of the 
carriage was a hand printed sign “Energy efficient vehicle – runs on oats and grass. 
Caution – Do not step in exhaust.”

A Sunday School teacher asked her class “What do we know about God?” A hand 
shot up in the air. “He is an artist” said the kindergarten boy. “Really? How do you 
know?” the teacher asked. “You know – Our Father, who does art in Heaven ...”

Mrs Terry asked her Sunday School class to draw pictures of their favourite Bible 
stories. She was puzzled by Kevin's pictures which showed four people on an
aeroplane, so she asked him which story it was meant to represent. “The Flight to 
Egypt” was the reply. Pointing at each figure, Mrs Terry said, “That must be Mary, 
Joseph and Baby Jesus. But who's the fourth person?” “Oh that is Pontius – the Pilate”.

 1st Woman – I wonder why Moses wandered about for 40 years in the wilderness?
 2nd Woman – Easy – as a man he wouldn't stop and ask for directions!

                                    Contact Magazine 2013
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Minister:  Rev. Lynsey Brennan  

01563 850243

Session Clerk: Bob Stewart 

Clerk To The Board: Bob McMillan 

Treasurer: Sheila Tannock

Community & Missional Worker: 

Toni O'Brien

Organist & Choirmaster: Mariea Black

Church Officer: Hugh Appleby

Safeguarding Coordinator: 

Janice Hardie

Fabric Convenor: Doug Grant

CONTRIBUTORS:
Rev Lynsey
Eileen Docherty
Sarah Botham
Ann Ferguson 
Adaline Finlayson
Debi Dunn 
Sandy Mavor
Elaine McClure
Kathleen & John Morton
Sheila Payne

From the Archives - Bobby Kirk

Cover Photo - Frances 
Other photos - Shirley & Frances

If you have photos you would like to 
to share in the magazine please 
forward them to 
sandyfrancesm@hotmail.com  

CHARITY NO: SC008482

dundonaldonline.org.uk

Editor
Frances Mavor
sandyfrancesm@hotmail.com

Articles for April 2022
to be submitted by 25th March 
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In the sorrow you're enduring, 
like an arrow through the heart,

 In your loss so deep and dreadful, 
which has torn your life apart,

 In the grief and desolation, 
more than anyone should bear,

 May God nonetheless support you, 
speaking somehow of His care.

 
                              Anchored Magazine

 

https://www.facebook.com/DundonaldParishChurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ
http://www.twitter.com/ChurchDundonald
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PRAISE (2008)

The design of the main figure
was inspired from a drawing 
in the Good News Bible and 
we chose a bright colour to 
contrast with the more 
subdued tones of the fields, 
hills, water and sky. A mix of 
textures added to the effect 
of the background and the 
flowers in the foreground. 
Subsequently beads and 
sequins were added to give 
emphasis and to ‘lift’ the 
banner further. 

Shirley Shaw
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Easter Fair
 

Drybridge Hall, KA11 5BY
Saturday 2nd April 2022

10am - 3.30 pm
Admission Free

Please contact 
Moreen Linton for 

further details

 


