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Dear Friends,

Happy New Year to you all! I hope you all
managed to have some rest and family
time over the festive period. If this
month finds you low and in need of
someone to talk to, please remember
you can always call me, and I’ll happily
come and visit. We are a Church family
that supports one another. Being a
Christian means we walk beside one
another through the good and the hard
times being the hands, heart, and feet of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Well maybe like me you watched a lot
more TV over the festive period. I’ve
become addicted to those programmes
that follow people who have given up
living in the real world and have opted
for a quieter life, living off the grid, away
from civilisation and all the trappings of
modern day living. My favourite
programme is ‘New Lives in the Wild’
presented by Ben Fogle. It might not
surprise you (for those that have seen
my book collection) I’m also reading the
book on the series! 

The people followed on ‘New Lives in
the Wild’ have all got something in
common – they have realised that
seeking wealth, climbing the career
ladder, gaining lots of material
possessions does not bring happiness, in
fact it can often bring stress, anxiety and
a strain to life which is relentless.

I wonder if you are feeling this same way too?

Let me remind you of a beautiful passage in
the Gospel of Matthew which is one of the
warmest invitations I have ever received:
Jesus said: “Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy and my burden is light.”
Whatever life trial we might be facing, Jesus
tells us when we come to him, he will help
carry our heavy burdens and help us find a
lasting rest for our souls.
Living off grid might not be a possibility for
many of us but coming to Jesus is. And this is
the focus of our new sermon series from now
until Lent. We are exploring the Gospel of
Matthew and learning from the unforced
rhythms of life demonstrated and taught by
Jesus. Jesus’ pace of life was very different
from the one we see modelled and
encouraged by our society. Jesus took time
out to rest, to listen to God, to be on his own
in creation and to take time to properly care
for and listen to others. 

L Y N S E Y ' S
L E T T E R

S I M P L E  L I V I N G
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Sometimes these folks in the wilderness that are introduced in the programme ‘New
Lives in the Wild’ have chosen to live alone far from other human-beings because of past
hurts and pains. As people we can be very cruel to one another and for some, moving
away to a log-cabin in the wilderness is better than facing other humans and the pain
that they can create. I can understand this as I too have been hurt by the words, actions,
and cruelty of others. But running away is never the right option as the brokenness will
always remain. But a relationship with the living God does amazing things to mend a
heart that has been broken. In the bible we hear: "The Lord is close to the broken-
hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” (Psalm 34:18).

The Good News is even though you may feel defeated, God is closer than you realize. He
is always with you and can heal your heart. If someone’s hurt you, instead of running
away why not reach out to God, reach out to your local church. This month we have 18
people joining the Church family. Our arms are open and there is still room for you too.
Come and learn from the unforced rhythms of grace demonstrated by Jesus. 

God Bless

Lynsey x

Thank you very much for the mugs you
sent for Robert and Kevin. They are

pleased to have them and Robert watches
you after he comes home from his local

Marnoch Church service on Sunday
afternoon.

Some appreciative feedback 
from our online family:

 
Thank you for a great service. I am watching from Libby

Montana USA. 
Have family in Scotland thanks.

 
Dear Lynsey. I hope you and your family are all well. I am

still tuning in and getting so much out of your Sunday
services. The Remembrance Day service was particularly

poignant. The choir looked great and the music
wonderful. I am so grateful for your words of support. 

 
I just wanted to let you know how much you are

appreciated. I don’t know how you have so much energy! 
Love to all in Dundonald, Grateful thanks xx

 
You have helped me so much through lockdown. I repeat
it, your sermons get me through the week. God Bless you

all at Dundonald Church and Alpha this afternoon x
 

Thank you for the YouTube comfort for Holy Week.
Calming on my heart and spirit. 

Bless you, your Church and your ministry.
 

Happy and Healthy New Year to you and your family.
Wonderful to still be able to watch your service. 

Thank you for this. Loved looking back at what you have
done during this Covid pandemic.
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The unforced rhythms of Grace  
Living the Jesus way. Learning how to slow down and be in the presence of God who wants the best
for us. Jesus has much to teach us about how to live in the ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ and experience
blessings and joy that help us to thrive and grow in our faith despite life circumstances. Jesus’
patterns of living are very different from ours and we are challenging ourselves to change and grow
so we can experience God in a deeper and more life-giving way. We invite as many people to join in
this journey. All services live-streamed and available on catch-up from our Youtube channel…..

Sunday 6th February:     Living the Jesus Way: Costly Love
                                                      Matthew 5: 43-48

Sunday 13th February:  Unforced Rhythms of Grace, 
                                                      Baptism of Rory Murdoch

Sunday 20th February:  All Age Service.  
                                                       Reflection by Samuel Brennan 
                                                       ‘Faith built on a firm foundation’  
                                                       Matthew 7:24-29 

Sunday 27th February:   Guest preacher: Graeme Stewart. 
                                                        “The Look of Love” Matthew 8:1-17 

 COME AND HAVE 

COFFEE/TEA AND 

FELLOWSHIP 

                    AFTER 

CHURCH 

Dundonald 
Guild 

CRECHE
In the Church Hall for ages 
3 and under while the service is on
so parents can join in worship. The
hall is open from 10.30am.    

S U N D A Y  S E R V I C E S
In Church at 11am.  Live Streaming. 
Remember you can listen on your phone! 01563 444485

Begins again on
Monday 7th February @
7pm when Toni will be

our speaker !
All warmly welcomed. 
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Deaths
26th January - Sandy Parker, 28 Old
Auchans View
27th January  - Jessie Houston,
Dundonald  House Nursing Home

Remembering family and friends in
our prayers

P A R I S H  R E G I S T E R



Three score years and ten!

 

What a lovely surprise I got when I came back
from a hospital appointment -a lovely mug and

Christmas card and some goodies in the mug
from the Church family.  I would also like to
thank Sheila Payne for the beautiful flowers

she delivered from Church after the service for
my birthday back in November.  These are 
very much appreciated.  Thank you all for

 the prayers and good wishes sent 
with them. Ellen Gray

 

My sincere thanks to our Church family and friends
for gifts and kind regards over the Christmas

period. I am very grateful. And I would like to thank
Samantha for her beautiful photo on the cover of
Contact in December.  It made my day as I know

exactly where it was taken and I have taken a
photo from there myself!

                              Jim McQuiston

 

Flowers in Church in December/January
Thank you to everyone who contributed flowers to bring much pleasure to
our worship last month.  December's flowers were from the Flower Fund,

January: 2nd, 9th  Flower Fund, 16th Sheila  Payne, 23rd Frances Mavor
 

What a lovely and kind Church family
we belong to, a real privilege.

Thank you for all the presents we
received for Christmas.

God bless you all for the New Year 
Maureen & Reg Lowther

Three score years and ten!

Thank you from the Manse
Family for all the beautiful and
thoughtful cards and gifts we
received at Christmas. They

were very much appreciated and
brought much joy. X

I would like to thank everyone who
has passed on good wishes and

cards to Donald and I on our recent
engagement. We are looking

forward to a spring wedding here
in Church. 

Mariea Black
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My sincere thanks go to Fiona,
Tracy and Susan for their kindness
before and after my hip surgery.
Thank you also to the Church for

the flowers which brightened
 up the grey days.

Ann Clark

Thank you very much to all who contributed to one of the
best birthday presents I could have ever hoped for … a
very generous collection to be used for any project in

Malawi. I have been able to send out the gift to our linked
congregation for them to keep the feeding ministries

going at the two nurseries for another 4 months … 
177 young children getting a nutritious meal 
each day. The community and families have 

been hit badly by loss of work due to 
Covid so this gift will make a huge 

difference (see page 11) - 
thank you so much! 

            Sandy

70!



I began my post as the missional community
worker on the 1st of May 2021. The first few
weeks were a matter of getting to know
people within both the Church, and the
community, and building up those
relationships. 

During this time, I made connections with
Dundonald Primary school, South Ayrshire
Food Bank, South Ayrshire Council’s
Community Learning & Development team,
the Family and Youth worker from Seagate
Church and the Micah Project in Troon. All
these relationships have been built over this
period, and I have been able to work with, and
alongside each team within these groups, to
help improve and support the families, within
the community of Dundonald.

In the Summer of 2021, I connected with
South Ayrshire Council’s Community Learning
& Development team and arranged for
families to go on different outings throughout
the month of July. These included trips to
Dumfries House, Heads of Ayr Farm Park, and
a STEM initiative, which were all fun activities
for the children. On these days out the families
were provided with free transport, entry into
venues, a packed lunch and support when it
was needed. The feedback from all the
families was great, and we are hoping to work
with the team from the Council, to arrange
this initiative again for the Summer of 2022.

In June, Rev Lynsey and myself were able to
take each Primary class from Dundonald to
take part in ‘outside chaplaincy’. This was
done over a period of two weeks taking out
two classes on a Tuesday and Wednesday in
Dundonald woods. Lynsey taught the children
about the ‘Good Samaritan’, and they got a
chance to act it out and take part in 

the story themselves. All the children really
enjoyed this; we sang and danced and had lots of
fun, whilst learning about Jesus!!  As a result of
these classes, many more new children chose  to
come along to Sunday school.

Over the past 9 months, I have been able to make
connections and friendships with many of the
families in Dundonald and have built up a great
rapport with them. We have found that there is a
‘Bridge’ needed for a lot of the mums when
dealing with outside agencies, which they find
difficult to access. For example, knowing who to
contact regarding debt, or benefits, access to
childcare and what they are entitled too. My links
with the council, have enabled me to sign-post
the mums to the relevant places, which has
helped to support them. Much of my work is on a
1:1 basis with the mums and can be for many
varied reasons including health issues, isolation,
bereavement, illness and help with hospital
appointments etc. Coming alongside these special
people, and just being a friend, showing them
kindness, patience and a listening ear is
something that has been very humbling and
rewarding. There is a lot of isolation here in
Dundonald, with age groups ranging across the
board from the young to the elderly.

In September 2021 we were delighted to be able
to open up Floyds café at Montgomerie hall. It is a
safe space that people can come along to on a
Monday morning from 9.30-12.30, where all are
given a very warm welcome, with tea/coffee lots of
home baking & toasties (all free)! We are very
blessed with a great group of volunteers, who
come along and help in the hall every week, and
show people kindness and fellowship.

T O N I , O U R
M I S S I O N A L
W O R K E R

EPHESIANS 4:32- BE KIND, COMPASSIONATE, AND FORGIVING TO EACH
OTHER, IN THE SAME WAY GOD FORGAVE YOU IN CHRIST.
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Floyds has taken off so well, and we average
between 15-25 people most weeks which is
really encouraging. 

We have the Food bank running from the hall
on a Monday morning too. We work with South
Ayrshire Food bank, and consult with the
school, on families who may be facing
challenging times, and we are able to help with
food and support when needed.

The Micah project has also been a great
resource. It is based within St Meddans Church
in Troon and offers an ‘eco-friendly’ clothes
initiative, where people can take the clothes
that they no longer need and exchange them
for recycled clothes that are in excellent
condition. The project has been a significant
help with not just clothes, but prams, food,
new baby hampers and many more ways to
support the families, and myself within my role.
Christmas was a busy time, as a number of
different initiatives were put in place for the
families. The Micah project provided clothes
hampers for each child in every family that I
am in touch with and offered a treat for each
child (and mum). They also helped to provide
Christmas dinner for some of the families in the
village, which was delivered frozen on
Christmas Eve.

South Ayrshire Food bank were able to put me
in contact with the ‘Toy bank initiative’, who
provided all of the families with toys for each of
the children. The toys that were given were
great, and included kitchens, scooters, and
balance bikes. All the children received a
selection box and sweeties. Seagate Church
were able to donate food parcels, which were
wrapped as a lovely gift hamper, and also
contained a voucher for the local butchers; I
collected these and delivered them to each
family with the head teacher from Dundonald
primary school. Mrs Paterson and the staff at
the school were delighted with all the support
the families were being offered at Christmas.

The past 9 months have been a real blessing,
and a privilege to meet and work with the
people in the village, and the different agencies
that have helped to support the work. I am
excited to see what this next season will bring,
and all that God has planned for our wonderful
village.

  All who are weary, all who are weak
All those who come with no words left to speak
Come let the Son wash the dust from your feet.

Come into the light;
 

All who are mourning, all who have pain
All those who come, who are burdened with shame

Come let the Son take the weight of your chains.
Come into the light;

 

Ours is the God of the lost and the broken
His is the home with the doors flung wide open.

Ours is the Saviour who welcomes us in.
Come into the light.

Flowers in Church 
 

Would you like to contribute to our worship
with flowers for the Church service?  Perhaps

in memory of a loved one or for a certain
time of the year that's special to you?  

Sheila would love to hear from you either
with a money donation or you can buy the
flowers and she will arrange them ... or you

can arrange them yourself.  Any age can take
part, male or female!  Flowers are a lovely
way to enhance our beautiful Church on

Sundays and they are always given to friends
of our Church Family afterwards.  

Thank you so much.   Please contact Sheila if
you would like to help  - 850311  
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Father God
Whilst we may all wish for a happier, brighter
and more peaceful New Year, the reality is we
do not know what lies ahead. We can let
ourselves worry about all the possibilities or we
can resolve to trust that whatever lies ahead,
you have “got this” and will provide – whatever
the circumstances. What we need to do is live
fully in each moment we are gifted; to look for
and cherish the unexpected blessings that
come our way daily, shine your light into the
darkness of the world, and strive, like Paul, to be
contented and grounded in You despite the
turbulence of life. 
Amen.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding. In all your
ways submit to him and he will make your
paths straight. Proverbs 3:5 – 6

Lord, I know you have a plan for my life, but I
can’t see it right now. The path ahead seems
dark and unknown. I’ve been trying so hard to
make my own way, to fix my own problems, but
nothing I do seems to work. So, I’m putting my
trust in you. I’m trusting in your plans for my life,
even though I don’t understand or see them. I’m
trusting in you to lead me and make a path
before me. For you are wise and all-knowing
and can do all things. Amen. 

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man
this is impossible, but with God all things are
possible.” (Matthew 19:26 NIV)

Jesus, I so often limit myself to what is
humanly possible. I sometimes forget that
you are greater than any human constraint,
more powerful than any force on this earth.
For even the winds and waves obey your
command. When I feel weak and limited, I
will put my trust in you and remember that
your power is limitless. When my problems
feel impossible, I will hand them over to you,
for whom all things are possible. Amen
prayerandpossibilities.com

There is a time for everything, and a season
for every activity under the heavens:
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 NIV)

Lord, remind me this is only a season. For
every time there is a purpose and I will not be
in this storm forever. This storm will pass and
the sun will shine again. For there is a time to
weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn
and a time to dance, a time to search and a
time to give up, a time to be silent and a time
to speak. Though this may be a time of
difficulty, a time of peace and joy may be
around the corner. I will trust in your time and
your plans. Amen

prayerandpossibilities.com

P R A Y E R Debi Dunn
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https://biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19%253A26&version=NIV
https://biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+3%253A1-8&version=NIV


A Prayer For Trust In Every Area Of Life

Loving Lord, You are my confidence and my
blessed assurance. You are the Rock of my
salvation and the strength of my life. My
hope rests in You for You are my faithful
Shepherd and the Song that rejoices my
heart.
Thank You that Your promises are sure and
that Your grace is sufficient for all my needs.
Thank You, that Your mercies are new every
morning, for You are a faithful God.
Thank You that You are my heavenly Father
Who loves me and cares for me.
Thank You that You are my precious Saviour
Who died for me and gave me new life.
Thank You that You are my holy Comforter
who gently leads me in the path of
righteousness and guides me into all truth.
Loving Lord, I lay my life before You for I
trust in You completely. I pray that You
would continue to keep and to care, to
guard and to guide, to support and to
strengthen in every avenue of my life, for my
trust is in You, my God and my Saviour.
Amen.
prayer.knowing-jesus.com/

Lauren Daigle – Trust in you

Letting go of every single dream
I lay each one down at Your feet
Every moment of my wandering
Never changes what You see
I've tried to win this war, I confess
My hands are weary, I need Your rest
Mighty warrior, King of the fight
No matter what I face, You're by my side
When You don't move the mountains
I'm needing You to move
When You don't part the waters
I wish I could walk through
When You don't give the answers
As I cry out to You
I will trust, I will trust
I will trust in You
Truth is, You know what tomorrow brings
There's not a day ahead You have not seen
So in all things be my life and breath
I want what You want, Lord, and nothing less
You are my strength and comfort
You are my steady hand
You are my firm foundation
The rock on which I stand
Your ways are always higher
Your plans are always good
There's not a place where I'll go
You've not already stood.

Songwriters: Lauren Daigle / Michael Farren /
Paul Marbury
Trust In You lyrics © Capitol CMG Publishing,
Integrity Music, Sony/ATV Music Publishing
LLC, Universal Music Publishing Group

 

P R A Y E R

Be confident that God knows what is best for
us in any situation. I have heard it said that

God has only one answer to prayer.  
Trust Me. (Anonymous) 

 

Trust the past to the mercy of God, the present to His love, and the future to
His providence.”

Saint Augustine
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Covid – Hall re-opening…. The Clerk advised that as of 24th January the Scottish Government will lift
all restrictions except for the wearing of masks in certain circumstances. This has still to be ratified by
the C.o.S. and so adult organisations will need to wait until this approval is received.
Team Structure for Church – Date awaited for a Zoom meeting with Rev. McChlery. The Session Clerk,
Board Clerk and a small team will attend this.
BB Minibus - Bill Rae advised that they have received a pay-out from the insurance of the minibus
but that some £12 - £14,000 will need to be raised. A fund-raising walk from the original B.B. House
(Kelvinbridge) to Dundonald is planned for 7th. May. The minibus will be available for use by all of the
Church organisations. 
Fabric Report: Session Room roof. Slates are missing and lead valley gutters are leaking, hence
damage to room ceiling. The guttering is split causing water damage to the external stonework.
Work is due to start later this month, thereafter Session room will need to be redecorated. 
Restoration of external stonework of the walls of the Church vestibule and clock tower. There will be
extensive scaffolding around the frontage of the Church building, and members need to be mindful
of this when entering and leaving the Church grounds.
Social Action Report - Successful tea and coffee meetings had continued after Church but stopped
when the Omicron virus changed the rules on the number who could meet together. Social Action
Christmas plans had to be cancelled. Hopefully everyone will be able to enjoy meeting after Church
in the near future. 
Correspondence:- A very nice letter from Head of Dundonald Primary School, had been received by
Rev. Brennan, thankful for the Church's efforts with school and village in general. Rev. Brennan had
also received many excellent feedback messages from non-members regarding our online service
output. 
A.O.C.B.:- Technology update was given by Sandy Mavor and future plans for video screens detailed.
One screen will be installed on the front of the gallery to allow the Minister and the choir to see what
is being presented. A motorised screen and close-in projector are planned for in front of the pulpit in
place of the existing screen.
Next meeting 15th March 2022
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MEN'S CLUB
Thursdays at 7.30pm in
the Church Hall. Carpet
bowling, fellowship and a
cup of tea. 
Ladies most welcome!
Dougal Gray 830452

B O A R D  B Y T E S
18th January, 2022

Bob McMillan

Men of all ages welcome to The Auchans,

Dundonald on Tuesday 1st March @ 7pm

 To find out more contact Graeme Stewart

graemestewart120@hotmail.com

07786394137  

Please share and spread the news.  

Fantastic opening speaker - Dez Johnston



G O D  M O M E N T S
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M E S S A G E
F R O M
M A L A W I

Please receive thanks from Mdyaka congregation and nursery schools. 
We, together with the community do appreciate your love in giving us porridge for our
kids. The food serves as a motivation attracting the children to enroll for nursery
education at the same time. It helps in improving our children's diet in fighting against
malnutrition. We have really seen God's hand through you. 
May God continue blessing you. 

The porridge flour was bought using the money you sent. You have helped both the
Church and the community because the porridge is used by kids from our Church and
others as well from within our community we operate. Thank you. 
Rev Glory Mazunda

I would like to take this opportunity in thanking the Church family for the lovely gift of
flowers given to me recently when recovering from a knee replacement operation. It is most
appreciative and especially as it was completely unexpected and a lovely surprise.

Quite often it is the simplest things like giving that makes the difference to an individual
that can be really down or troubled and I would like to share some recent experiences on
my route to recovery. 

Some post operative problems resulted in a number of additional days in hospital. I was
really at a low ebb for quite a bit of this time and feeling quite vulnerable. No visitors were
allowed in the hospital and that did not help matters. During this brief period I met some
lovely and caring people. One person was a nurse from Rwanda who had been in the UK for
only 3 months. She simply sat and talked about her adjustment to life in Glasgow. By simply
talking to me she took me from a dark place to somewhere bright with many life
challenges ahead. I wish her and her husband who is trying to get a visa for entry to the UK
best wishes for their future together.

Another nurse who was working one night shift, she just came in to my room and held my
hand for some time as I was trying to sleep. This was all she did, but this simple act showed
me her love for caring for people who were feeling frightened and vulnerable.

Sometimes it is the simplest kindest things that shows God’s love and provides positivity
and a bright hope for tomorrow. To show someone you care does not have to be
demanding or time consuming, indeed the simplest things like a chat, or a hand hold, or
the gift of flowers to someone speaks volumes of God’s love.

Bill Rae



This winter has proved especially difficult for so many of us, after 
the challenges of the last 2 years and this book was kindly lent to 
me by Lynsey, at just the perfect time. It is a book which is 
profoundly written, in a simple and accessible way, with verses, 
prayers and deeply beautiful charcoal illustrations interspersed
 through the main text, with a 40-day devotional at the end.

The author has faced huge challenges in his life, which he shares full-on with the reader but
never in a self-pitying way. It offers encouragement, solace, compassion and deep biblical
insight.  

Just a couple of quotes to entice you to get hold of a copy!

'When my deep prayers don't work, I easily default to despair, anger, or doubt. Although I
believe that God can handle my hang-ups, the truth is that there is only temporary comfort in
anger and no hope whatsoever in doubt.'

'God is right there with us in the muck. When we are present in a situation - no matter how
terrible it may be - He cannot be absent. Whenever life gets tough and we cry out to God for
help, our desire is always to be airlifted out of the theatre of war. But more often than not,
instead of airlifting us to safety, God parachutes down to join us in the muck and chaos of our
situation.

A book to read, and then read again!   

Friends are hard to come by, they are not just everywhere
You don't go out and pick one and they don't fall from the air.

They come when least expected, sometimes when you are down
Sometimes when you are lonely they come to clown around.

But mostly friends are precious and can be one of a few.
That will lift a bodies' spirits when their heart is broken in two! 

God on Mute - Engaging the Silence of Unanswered Prayer 
by Pete Greig 
David C Cook; Revised edition (1 Aug. 2020)

If God answers prayer it's because God is good, 
not because we deserve it.  

From His goodness from His loving kindness,  
His good-natured benevolence, God does it!  

That's the source of everything.  
 

A.W Tozer (1897-1963, pastor, author, magazine editor, and
spiritual mentor). 

B O O K  R E V I E W
Shirley Shaw

Friends are Precious
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Onward Christian Soldiers is a 19th Century hymn. The music was written by Arthur Sullivan
in 1871. He called the tune 'Gertrude' after the wife of his best friend. The hymn was first
adopted by the Salvation Army, then used widely by many Churches. The hymn's theme is
taken from references in the New Testament to the Christian being a soldier for Christ. For
example: 1 Timothy, Chapter 2, verse 3 "Thou, therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of
Christ."

Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus going on before!
Christ, the royal Master, leads against the foe;
Forward into battle, see his banner go!

Jenny Lind was known as 'The Swedish Nightingale' during her
very successful career as an operatic singer. She became one of
the wealthiest artists of her time, yet she left the stage at a time
when she was singing her best. And she never returned to it.
Countless people speculated as to the reason for her leaving,
and most people wondered how she could give up so much
applause, fame and money. For her part, she seemed content
to live in privacy in a home by the sea.

One day a friend found her on the beach, her Bible on her
knees, looking out into the glorious glow of a sunset. 
As they talked, the friend asked, “Madam Goldschmidt, how is it
that you ever came to abandon the stage at the height of your
success?” 
She answered quietly, “When every day it made me think less of
this (laying a finger on her Bible) and nothing at all of that
(pointing to the sunset), what else could I do?”

The world may never understand your decision to follow God's
way. But then, perhaps God cannot understand a decision to
pursue what the world offers.

Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, 
“We ought to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) (AV)

F A V O U R I T E
H Y M N
T U N E S  

Mariea Black

ARTHUR SULLIVAN 
ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS

Be more
concerned with

what God
thinks about

you than what
people think

about you.
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 1 Give Him your whole life: Give yourself fully to the Lord. Give Him everything in your

past, asking for His forgiveness for your sins, and healing for your wounds. Give Him your

present life and circumstances, your body and mind, relationships, resources and work.

Give Him your future, tell Him you want to fulfil His purpose for your life. Choose to trust

that His plan is good.

 2 Get into your Bible: Make it a habit to spend time in God's Word every day. Read it,

 memorise your favourite bits, meditate on it (chew it over in your mind) while you're

doing mundane tasks, and most of all obey it. Trust that everything God said is there for a

reason and He wants to speak to you through it. 

 3 Talk to Him: Talk to God about everything. Tell Him your anxieties, your fears, your

 problems, and whatever else is on your mind. Thank Him for all the blessings amd

circumstances in your life. Make time to pray about the things and people you're

thinking about and spend a little time quietly listening for Him to speak.

 4 Bring your decisions to Him: “Trust in the Lord with all you heart and lean not on

your own understanding, in all your ways submit to Him and He will make your paths

straight” (Proverbs 3: 5-6). No matter how clever we are God knows more than we do. He

can see the future and all the consequences of our decisions, and He wants to direct our

lives down the best path.

 5 Let God be the judge: There is only one judge and it's not us! One day, God will come

and bring perfect justice into this broken world. He will hold everyone to account for all

the things they have done. It is not our job to punish ourselves or other people when they

do wrong things. We are commanded to forgive and to love even our enemies.

 Our Daily Bread

W A Y S  T O  T R A N S F O R M
Y O U R  R E L A T I O N S H I P
W I T H  G O D

 
 Mother Teresa once observed “We cannot do great
deeds but we can do small deeds with great love.” 
That's something to remember in our daily life.
What good are great public efforts if they are fuelled by
personal ambition or a desire to rule? 
If you are not personally kind what good does it do you?
 The Bible warns us that “If I have a faith that can move
mountains but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I
possess to the poor and surrender my body to the
flames, but have not love I gain nothing.” (1 Corinthians
13:2,3)

 Who can we show some love to, today?
 Portree Parish Church 

  Lighten my darkness Lord I pray, guide me through another day,
  Forgive me for my sinful ways, hear me when I sing thy praise.
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F R O M  T H E  A R C H I V E S  
D U N D O N A L D  H O U S E  

This is Dundonald House around 1902 ; 
- note the children under the dinning room
window who at that time were in the care of
Edinburgh born matron, Mary Barlas. 

Designed by architect Allan Stevenson of Ayr,
it opened in 1883 as a children's convalescent
home and it continued as such until after
World War Two, initially taking in children
recuperating from hospital treatment (and
those who had fallen on hard times or ill
health, poor backgrounds or needed help.)  It
was managed by a committee chaired by the
Honourable Susan Caroline Vernon of
Auchans and dedicated to the memory of her
22 year old son, Howe William Leveson
Vernon who had died of typhoid in 1882. 

During and just after the war the building was
requisitioned by the government and when it
came back into use it was handed over to the
RSSPCC who refurbished it and ran it as a
children’s home until the early 1980s when it
was sold and in 1990 established as the care
home it is today - Dundonald House Nursing
Home, which, after expansion, now cares for
90 residents.

Gordon Stewart
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It is thought that during the Boer War (1899-
1902) it accommodated wounded soldiers from
the conflict in South Africa who had suffered
war wounds and came to the Home to
recuperate.

Additional info from Bobby Kirk and Alex
Young (Old Dundonald, Stenlake Publishing),
with thanks. 

THE NEW YEAR
 

 It's lovely to have something new, a hat, a book,
 Or something for the house to give a room a different look.
 And now a new year comes to us, how wonderful it seems,
 In our present mood of lofty thoughts and rosy dreams.

 Let us try to keep the newness of the fair young year,
 Remembering its first glad message, happy with hope and cheer.
 Just like other years it will grow weary and depart,
 But let us hold the memory of its promise in the heart.

 God is giving unto us a new year, fresh and bright,
 The whole world seems to glow and glitter in its morning light
 So keep a shine on life and never let it disappear,
 Make the spirit of the season live on through the year.                                                Contact 2011



Everyone loves love. We all need it. We all crave it. But 
what is this thing called love? There are many different 
kinds of love, love of a friend, parental love, puppy love, romantic 
love. And love comes in different strengths. There's undying, 
conditional, sacrificial and fleeting love. We've all experienced love in a variety of ways, and we
know that when it's good it's very good. But we also know that sometimes it can hurt. Love can
let us down. What we need is love that will last, love that goes deep, love that's expressed by
action. What we really need is God's unconditional love. 

As the apostle John said, “This is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins” ( 1 John 4:10). Just think though we didn't love God, He
loved us and acted on that love. He sent His Son Jesus into the world, who died a sacrificial death
on our behalf. Jesus was an atoning sacrifice for our sins, so that all our failures, mistakes, acts of
rebellion and weak expressions of love would be done away with. His death for us is atoning
beause it brings two parties back together after a falling out, namely us and God (See Genesis 3:
1-19).
 
God's love is amazing because it's proactive. It's expressed by action. It cost Him a lot, and it's the
love we need. Other forms of love have their place, but nothing less can take the place of His
love. We need the real thing. 
Do we know that God loves us? Or do we find that hard to believe? Well it's the truth, and it's
been demonstrated powerfully by Jesus. The thing is, love is better when it's not done at a
distance. So, will we come near to God and receive His amazing love by repenting of our sins and
believing in Jesus? 

Our Daily Bread

T H E  G R E A T E S T  L O V E

Twas the night Jesus came and all through the house 
not a person was praying not one person in the house.

The Bibles were left on the shelf without care, for no one thought that Jesus would come there.
The children were dressing to crawl into bed, not once ever kneeling or bowing a head;

And Mum in her rocker with baby in her lap was watching the late show while I took a nap.
When out of the east there rose such a clatter I sprang to my feet to see what was the matter.

Away to the window I flew like a flash to reopen the shutters and lifted the sash.
When what to my wondering eyes should appear but angels proclaiming that Jesus was here.

The light of His face made me cover my head; It was Jesus returning just as He said.
And though I possessed worldly wisdom and wealth I cried when I saw Him in spite of myself.

In the book of life which He held in His hand was written the name of every saved man
He spoke not a word as He searched for my name, 

when He said 'it's not here' my head hung in shame.
The people whose names had been written with love He gathered to take to His Father above.
With those who were ready He rose without sound while all the rest were left standing around.

I fell to my knees but it was too late; stood and I cried as they rose out of sight.
Oh if only I'd known that this was the night

 In the words of this poem the meaning is clear, the coming of Jesus is now drawing near. 
There's only one life and when comes the last call, we'll find that the Bible was true after all.

 
 Anchored Magazine
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ROSTI-TOPPED CHICKEN

1 tablespoon olive oil
250g/9oz cup mushrooms, sliced
100g/3½oz smoked lardons (bacon pieces)
500g/1lb 2oz skinless chicken breasts, 
       cut into bite-sized pieces
2 garlic cloves, minced
25g/1oz plain flour
300ml /½ pint milk
75g/3oz frozen peas
Large handful fresh parsley, roughly chopped
For the topping
3 medium-large potatoes
100g /4oz mature Cheddar, grated

 Preheat oven to 180°C (160°C fan) mark 4. Heat oil in a medium flameproof casserole or
ovenproof deep frying pan over medium heat and fry the mushrooms, lardons and
chicken until the chicken is just cooked through. Add the garlic and flour and cook,
stirring, for 1min. Take pan off heat and gradually mix in the milk. Return pan to the
heat and cook, stirring, until the sauce has thickened. Stir in the peas and parsley and
check the seasoning. Peel and coarsely grate the potatoes. Taking small handfuls over
the sink, squeeze out any liquid from the potato. Once all the potato has been
squeezed, mix in the cheese and scatter over the chicken mixture.Cook in the oven for
25-30 min until the topping is golden and the filling is bubbling. Serve with a green
salad.

CHOCOLATE AND SALTED CARAMEL TART

100g/4oz chopped hazelnuts 
250g/9oz digestive biscuits
400g/14oz dark chocolate (70%)
175g/6oz butter
200ml/7 fl.oz double cream
200g/8oz caramel condensed milk
Pinch sea salt
Vanilla ice cream, crème fraiche or cream to serve

Put the biscuits and 100g chocolate into food processor and pulse until chopped into a
crumbly rubble. Transfer to mixing bowl and add chopped hazelnuts. Melt butter in a
small pan and then combine with biscuit mixture. Tip mixture into a 23cm loose
bottomed tart tin and press into the bottom and up the sides to make a crust. Chill in
fridge while you make the filling. Put the remaining chocolate and the cream in a pan
and melt gently till combined. Take off the heat. Remove the tart tin from the fridge
and spoon the caramel over the base and spread out evenly. Pour over the chocolate
mixture and return to fridge. After about 20 minutes sprinkle the sea salt flakes over the
top and return to the fridge to set fully.  Serve with icecream, creme fraiche or cream.
Warning! This tart probably contains 20 squillion calories per slice!
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D I D  I  R E A D  T H A T  S I G N  R I G H T ?
In an office
Toilet out of order …... Please use floor below.

Would the person who took the step ladder yesterday please bring it 
back or further steps will be taken.

After tea break staff should empty the teapot and stand upside down on the draining board.
  
In a laundromat
Automatic washing machines. Please remove all your clothes when the light goes out.

In a London department store
Bargain basement upstairs.

Outside a second-hand shop
We exchange anything – bicycles, washing machines etc. Why not bring your wife along and
get a wonderful bargain.

Notice in health food shop window
Closed due to illness.

Spotted in a safari park
Elephants please stay in your car.

Seen during a conference
For anyone who has childlren and doesn't know it, there is a day care on the 1st floor.

Notice in a farmer's field
The farmer allows walkers to cross the field for free, but the bull charges.

On a repair shop door
We can repair anything (please knock hard on the door, the bell doesn't work).

 We all need a good laugh – keep on smiling!
 

                                         Contact Magazine 2011
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Do all the good you can
By all the means you can
In all the ways you can
In all the places you can
At all the times you can
To all the people you can
As long as ever you can 

Rules for
Christian

Living
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 Almighty God, by whose mercy my life has
continued for another year,

 I pray that, as my years increase, my sins may not
increase.

 As age advances, let me become more open,
more faithful and trusting in You.

 Let me not be distracted by lesser things, from
what is truly important.

 And if I become infirm as I grow old, may I not
be overwhelmed by self-pity or bitterness.

 Continue and increase Your loving-kindness
towards me, so that when You finally call me to

Yourself,
 I may enter into eternal happiness with You,

through Jesus Christ my Lord.
                                              Anchored Magazine
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Frances Mavor
sandyfrancesm@hotmail.com
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https://www.facebook.com/DundonaldParishChurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ
http://www.twitter.com/ChurchDundonald


S P R I N G  2 0 1 5
This banner was created to help
celebrate Spring and New
Beginnings. We decided to
dedicate it to the memory of
Barbara Picken who made the
first banner thirty years
previously, for Pentecost (the
birth of the new Church). This
dedication was done at a lovely
service by Bob Mayes on
Mothering Sunday, 2015. 
We considered a number of
Bible verses, including Song of
Songs, but decided that wording
based on Revelations 21:5 was
the most appropriate. We had a
rough idea of a design with
flowers in the lower area and
blossom across the top. Once
the banner was under
construction though, it was felt
that the blossom was going to
make it too busy and a more
geometric border, with bold
beads to reflect the light, was
created. 
Sheila Wilson made the striking
violets with their reflective
machine stitching (and also
some lovely textured tree bark
for the blossom which will no
doubt feature at some point in
another project!). Shirley sewed
the beautiful daffodils,
primroses, crocuses and
butterflies whilst Frances helped
throughout with the
composition. 
Shirley Shaw
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