
Dear Reader,  

Welcome to Booklet 93 of reflection and thoughts for prayer 

from the Presbytery Prayer Promoters’ Group.   

This week, my attention has been drawn to the idea that Jesus is 

Lord, and we are called to serve Him.  However, he is in charge of 

the workforce, and just like a shipping company would not send 

someone out as captain of a ship without training and experience, 

so God uses our life’s experience along with our faith to make us 

who he created us to be, to prepare us to serve him.  He also 

provides the tools we need. No boss would send out an electrician 

without the appropriate tools to do that work, but the tools are 

useless if they are kept in the toolbox.  Our toolbox is surely the 

word of God and a prayerful approach to each day of our lives 

 

I would encourage each one of us to explore who God made us to 

be and what He wants us to do. It is also good to realise that God 

has given us gifts – gifts that enrich our lives and enable us to 

serve Him better.  No-one is ever happy in a job they know is not 

right for them.  He has given us all gifts for life. 

Trust His word.  He says it is so… Jesus also made it clear that 

He wants only the best for us. He said, “I came that they may 

have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” John 10:10 

As usual, prayer points for the Covid situation are at the end. 

 
If you would like to comment or have a story you would like to share 

then feel free to contact me: christistewart@btinternet.com  Amen 

 

 

Sunday, 23rd January 2022 

 “We all have different gifts that God has given to us by His 

loving-favour. We are to use them. If someone has the gift of 

preaching the Good News, he should preach. He should use the 

faith God has given him.  If someone has the gift of helping 

others, then he should help. If someone has the gift of teaching, 

he should teach.  If someone has the gift of speaking words of 

comfort and help, he should speak. If someone has the gift of 

sharing what he has, he should give from a willing heart. If 

someone has the gift of leading other people, he should lead 

them. If someone has the gift of showing kindness to others, he 

should be happy as he does it.” Romans 12:6-8 (New Life 

Translation) 

 

Reflect: I know this topic is widely covered in many services, but 

still I am saddened to hear so many dear people believing they 

have nothing to offer.  But note two points for today…This 

passage begins “We ALL have different gifts…” and “we are to 

USE them…”  Note also it is God who is the giver.  Please don’t 

try to argue He missed you out… ask Him – “What is my gift?” 

Prayer: Glorious, yet gracious Father, we come again to you to 

tell you that we love you and give you praise for the gift of Jesus 

your son.  We also thank you today for the gifts you have given 

to your people.  Help us not to take them for granted, and prod 

us to open them and explore them so that we can make use of 

them.  Forgive us for the times we believe we are useless and 

have nothing to offer.  Help us to get better and better at using 

them.  We ask this in Jesus’ name and for His sake. Amen 

mailto:christistewart@btinternet.com


Monday, 24th January, 2022 

 “We all have different gifts that God has given to us by His 

loving-favour. We are to use them. “ Romans 12:6 

“4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same 

Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of 

service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of 

working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same 

God at work.” 2 Corinthians 12: 4-6 

 

Reflect: There are quite bold claims in these verses, and you 

might find yourself asking. ‘How do we know when it is God at 

work in our lives, and what makes us different from everyone 

else?’  In other words, why did Paul need to write about these 

things?  

Well, it is true that many people who do not claim faith are 

inspired to do good things.  We should never be arrogant in our 

faith.  I believe we meet many along the way who reflect God’s 

goodness in their lives before they recognise Him. However, 

when we receive the salvation offered by Jesus, and choose to 

follow Him, He becomes our Lord, and we know we work for Him 

and His Kingdom. He equips us to do so… all of us. 

Pray: Thank you, Father God, for the sense of your call upon our 

lives and for our decision to believe in you.  Thank you for the 

wonderful certainty that is added to that first call when we walk 

with Jesus and know His presence with us.  Help us to know who 

we are and what we should for Jesus, trusting that you will 

enable us always.  Amen 

 Tuesday, 25th January, 2022 

“If someone has the gift of preaching the Good News, he should 

preach. He should use the faith God has given him.  If someone 

has the gift of helping others, then he should help.” Romans 12 

 

Reflect: The first thing I noticed about these two gifts is that 

they are entirely different.  However, they are united in that 

they are both essential in building the kind of world that God 

longs to see established on the earth.  If you think a little more 

deeply, you will see that they also do the same thing but in 

different ways.  Preaching about the love of God doesn’t only 

depend on words.  In fact, isn’t it often said that actions speak 

louder than words? 

The thing is, words are often necessary to explain or introduce 

ideas and to provide reasons for the hope that is in us, but words 

alone can be hollow and empty if they are not backed up by 

action.  Nowhere does it say we only have one gift, and in this 

case it seems to me that those who can speak really need to be 

able to do the right thing too. 

 

Pray: Gracious God, we give you thanks that you do not set us 

adrift in the world without the leading and guiding of the Holy 

Spirit, who was promised to the disciples by Jesus before He 

returned to you after completing the work you had given Him.  

Help us to learn from His faithfulness and determination to do all 

that you asked of Him.  Help us to be your servants in each new 

day. In Jesus’ name, Amen 



Wednesday, 26th January, 2022 

“If someone has the gift of teaching, he should teach.  If 

someone has the gift of speaking words of comfort and help, 

he should speak.” Romans 12 

 

Reflect:  Paul’s reference to gifts here still leans towards the 

ability to speak – verbally, but also by our actions.  Of course, we 

should value the skill and commitment of those who have acquired 

learning and are able to share it with others.  It is a delight to 

listen to the teaching of someone who has learned their subject 

and is gifted with the ability to impart knowledge to others.   

However, there is nothing more precious than having someone in 

your life who has the time, the patience, the grace and the 

wisdom to come alongside us in those moments when we need a 

loving touch.  It is a joy to hear the words we most need to hear 

in such moments – and I truly believe God has gifted some people 

in a special way with this gift.  I also believe that the people who 

share both of these gifts best are those who spend time in the 

presence of God, reading his word and praying. 

 

Pray: Loving and gracious God, hear our prayer today as we 

humbly thank you for your many gifts to us.  Strengthen our 

faith and grant us the ability to look at one another through your 

eyes.  Help us to be what another person needs.  Teach us all how 

to love your word, and how to refresh our faith sitting in your 

presence and talking to you in prayer.  Amen 

 

 

Thursday, 27th January, 2022  

“If someone has the gift of sharing what he has, he should 

give from a willing heart. If someone has the gift of leading 

other people, he should lead them. If someone has the gift 

of showing kindness to others, he should be happy as he does 

it.” Romans 12 

 

Reflect: These three gifts have come together in the list – and I 

don’t think that is accidental.  We all know people who are 

incredibly generous by nature, and others who are a bit more 

tight-fisted.  However, this is not about us standing in judgment. 

Neither is it about the state of our finances; it is about the 

condition of our heart towards others.  God expects us to give.  

It is also true that some people are happier when they are giving 

to others.  Indeed, the wisdom of God encourages us to be 

better at giving out to others and psychologists declare that it is 

one of the ways to lift the mood of depression – to find 

something to do for someone else.  God is never wrong. 

These are the people to inspire us and to lead us by 

example…cheerfulness in all that we do is such a testimony to 

others as we serve God. 

Pray: Loving and gracious God, help us to be content to be who 

you made us to be.  Help us also to get better at understanding 

what you want each of us to do.  We will never be judged or 

measured against the standard of someone else, but only by how 

we responded to Jesus.  Above all, teach us how to offer 

ourselves in your service, trusting you to enable us to do what 

you ask of us, In Jesus’ name. Amen 



Friday, 28th January, 2022 

 “We all have different gifts that God has given to us by His 

loving-favour. We are to use them. “ Romans 12:6 

 

Reflect: Today, we are back to the beginning and we all have 

work to do.  Tomorrow’s reading is a wonderful passage that 

reminds us of the fact that no person is more important ore 

more useful to God than any other, so long as they take time to 

identify and use the gifts they have been given.  There is 

something very sad about a Christmas gift remaining unopened 

and ignored after someone has taken the trouble to purchase it 

and wrap it with love.  We are only asked to be faithful to the 

call of God on our lives, not to think we should be able to do what 

someone else does.  He puts everything in its proper place at the 

proper time.  He sees the whole picture – we only see our tiny 

part. I once learned a poem which gives this message beautifully 

and ends with these words: 

“He made us to be just ourselves, He chose our service too, 

A task that fits us perfectly, that no-one else can do. 

It may seem small, but how God loves to use the weak and small – 

A pebble, not a monarch’s sword, wrought great Goliath’s fall.” 

Pray: Sovereign Lord, we know you hold the whole world in your 

hands.  We know you set the times and seasons in place, and you 

gave us life.  We thank you that we know you as Father.  Help us 

to worship you with our lives and to trust that we can serve you 

in Jesus’ name wherever we are – with the gifts that you have 

given us. Amen 

Saturday, 29th January, 2022 

Read and pray through these words from 1 Corinthians 12. 

“It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He 

alone decides which gift each person should have. 

The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one 

whole body. So it is with the body of Christ. Some of us are 

Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But 

we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all 

share the same Spirit.  

Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part. If the 

foot says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” 

that does not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear 

says, “I am not part of the body because I am not an eye,” would 

that make it any less a part of the body? If the whole body were 

an eye, how would you hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, 

how would you smell anything? 

But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just 

where he wants it. How strange a body would be if it had only one 

part! Yes, there are many parts, but only one body. The eye can 

never say to the hand, “I don’t need you.” The head can’t say to 

the feet, “I don’t need you.” 

In fact, some parts of the body that seem weakest and least 

important are actually the most necessary.  And the parts we 

regard as less honourable are those we clothe with the greatest 

care. So we carefully protect those parts that should not be 

seen, while the more honourable parts do not require this special 

care. So God has put the body together such that extra honour 



and care are given to those parts that have less dignity.  This 

makes for harmony among the members, so that all the members 

care for each other. If one part suffers, all the parts suffer 

with it, and if one part is honoured, all the parts are glad. 

All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of 

it. “ 

Prayers for others: 

Continue in all your many prayers for God to assist humanity in 

finding a cure for Covid 19 and related situations. Amen 

• Father we thank you for all knowledge revealed to our 

scientists and medical people who have worked tirelessly to 

find ways of controlling and preventing this pandemic of 

Covid-19.  Continue to open their understanding to find new 

and more complete answers. 

• As restrictions are lifted, we pray that you will send a spirit 

of care for one another and wisdom to behave appropriately 

to continue to protect ourselves and others. 

• We thank you for all doctors and nurses who are by now 

exhausted but still striving to bring healing to those who 

suffer. Comfort them in those dreadful occasions when they 

‘lose’ someone they have been nursing. 

• We pray that room will be found in hospitals for all those who 

need urgent help for other conditions. We also pray that they 

will be kept safe and free from the virus whilst in hospital. 

• Sovereign Lord, you know that the virus is rife in schools and 

that it spreads like wildfire there amongst staff and pupils – 

and then into the community around.  Lord grant knowledge, 

understanding and appropriate behaviour patterns to reduce 

the impact of this illness. 

• We pray particularly for those students with exams at the 

moment.  Lord you see this generation of pupils who face 

another year of disruption to learning in a way that will impact 

their future.  We cry out to you to pour out grace and mercy 

on all who struggle.  Again we ask you to intervene to bring 

healing and restoration.  Help them to find strength in you. 

• We pray for all those with decision-making powers in 

government.  Grant them wisdom and grace to make the best 

decisions; help them to know when to take stronger action to 

promote safety and well-being. 

• Father, we ask you to banish corruption and weakness from 

those in leadership in our land.  Raise up leaders of 

commitment and integrity – leaders who see the need to own 

your sovereign authority. 

• Lord God, show those with authority how to make wise 

financial decisions without bad impacts on those who seriously 

need support to find basic shelter, food, and heating. 

• Forgive us, Lord, when we fail to be honest in how we live and 

how we deal with others. Help us Lord. 

• Compassionate God, comfort those who have lost loved ones, 

not only through Covid but also other illnesses.  Thank you 

that there is a day coming when we will all be together in your 

presence. Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done; On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation;  

But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

The power and the glory, For ever and ever.    AMEN 


