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love and joy
H A P P Y  C H R I S T M A S



Dear Friends,

We are now in the time of year when we are called to prepare our hearts to welcome Jesus, who was
born that first Christmas morning to bring hope, peace, love and joy to all that want to receive God’s
free gift. When we make CHRISTmas actually about CHRIST it is then we receive the greatest gift of
all – life in all its fullness with a living hope that lights the darkness, and which gives us eternal
promises that can never be removed.  Advent is the season of ‘Hope’ like getting your home ready to
welcome a special guest. Because Jesus is the one, we’ve been waiting for. 
Advent isn’t about shopping, stressing, planning, and buying. It’s about expecting, waiting, hoping,
and praying. If you’re sick of Christmas by the 25th you haven’t done Advent correctly.  Share Hope
with others this Christmas and show them by your words and actions Christmas is all about Christ.
And come to Church and sing your praises to God – our God that freely gifts us the light and life of
Jesus. 

In November 2021 I was asked by ‘Life and Work’ Church of Scotland magazine to answer 
this question: ‘Will you appreciate Christmas more this year?’ (In relation to the restrictions 
last year). This was published in their December magazine. I hadn’t realised my good 
friend and mentor Rev Fergus Buchanan was also asked this question so we thought 
you might like to hear both our answers. Our answers are very different, but each 
helps us to remember the reason for the season. Love came down that first Christmas 
and it’s a love and gift that keeps giving – focus on Christ this Christmas and let your 
heart be filled with His peace and joy. 

Rev Lynsey Brennan, Minister, Dundonald Parish Church.
"Straight away my answer is 'No'.  Last year with the restrictions in place it created for us
opportunities to share the Christmas story and the wonderful 'Good News' of the birth and gift of
Jesus Christ in new and inspiring ways.
We used the railings outside the Church and lit up the word 'JESUS' in light surrounded by a lit up
star. 
We also invited the children in the village to decorate stars  for our 'wall of star-filled joy' that
contained messages of hope for the people to read.  The primary school also used the Church
railings to display artwork depicting the full nativity story with each class designing a different part
of the story.This was a wonderful display and brought joy and light to the village.  
We encouraged our local radio station to join in with 'carols on the doorstep' and as a community
we enjoyed singing carols safely from our doorsteps taking photos and videos to share on social
media.   I got the fun job of hosting the event live at  the radio station! 
We also partnered with other community groups to provide every child in the local primary school
with a 'Bag of Christmas Sparkle' that contained Christmas goodies as well as sharing the nativity
story.  This was appreciated by the school given Santa was unable to visit in person!
Personally, as I experienced a slightly slower pace of ministry last year it helped me to reflect more
on the amazing miracle of the first Christmas and by stopping to listen and be still before God and
Jesus my Saviour this gave me a great sense of peace and joy. "
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Will you appreciate Christmas more this year?
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Rev Fergus Buchanan, Minister of Baldernock linked

with Milngavie St Paul's.
 "Christmas 2020 saw me shielding as a consequence of stem-cell
transplant undergone earlier in the year.  Everyone was having to
endure restrictions but folk like me were to be extra careful.  So no big
family gathering on Christmas Day.  Only our youngest was with us in
the garage for Christmas dinner.  Suitably decorated and candle lit. 
 But freezing and therefore brief.
At this point in time we can look forward to a different Christmas with
'live' worship and the family once again together.  There is always a joy

These articles first appeared in Life and Work December 2021. With many thanks

How many times has it felt like you blinked and Christmas was already over?  For most people, as
soon as the calendar flips to November, it's quickly filled with tasks, shopping lists, obligations, and,
inevitably, stress. But what if this year you simplified your Christmas season so you can really
savour it. Intentionality is the practice of being deliberate and purposeful in your decisions and
actions. Proverbs 14:8 says, 'The wisdom of the prudent is to give thought to their ways.' Being
intentional means you slow down enough to determine whether something is really worth saying
'yes' to, knowing that anytime you say yes to something, you're also saying no to something else.
What do you want your 'yeses' to be this holiday season?

 1 IDENTIFY YOUR PRIORITIES
 How do you want Christmas to be different this year? Would you like a more meaningful and
spiritually engaged Advent? A family game night? Caroling in the neighbourhood? More time
volunteering? Spend some time in prayerful reflection and see what rises to the surface.

 2 IDENTIFY YOUR STRESSORS
 Do you always feel like you're scrambling to finish Christmas shopping at the last 
minute? Or maybe you have that one family member who makes everything tricky.
 Identify challenges that keep you from fully enjoying Christmas, and ask God
 how you could approach things diferently this year.

 3 MAKE TIME TO SAVOUR
 Once you've determined how you want your holidays to look, become 
intentional about how you'll make it happen. Put items in your calendar, set small 
actionable goals, and intentionally simplify so you can savour the season.                                                                             

                                                                                                                                Our Daily Bread 

 in regaining something you had lost.  The thing to remember though is that no matter how dismal
last Christmas might have been for many of us we never lost God.  Think of the circumstances
nationally and personally in which Jesus was born.  His parents were under compulsion to leave
their home to register in a census.  His birth was in conditions undesirable by any standards.  His
early years were spent as a refugee in a foreign land.  The birth stories of Jesus have their dark side.  
And yet through all of this God was working for the good of us all.
Isaiah's vision of 'Immanuel, God with us' was realised in Jesus.  In the 'downs' as well as the 'ups', in
darkness as well as light, in sickness as well as health, he is with us.  That Jesus is the ultimate
assurance of this is the message that makes all Christmasses meaningful.  And maybe it's in the
most challenging times we appreciate it most.

A  S e a s o n  t o  S a v o u r



 COME AND HAVE 

COFFEE/TEA AND 

FELLOWSHIP 

                    AFTER 

CHURCH 

“LOVE CAME DOWN AT CHRISTMAS” - BASED ON 1 CORINTHIANS 13 

Sunday 5th December: (Gift Service and Santa’s visit)

Will Your love come down? -1 Corinthians 13 verse 1-3, Luke 1:68-79

Christmas brass quartet – Brennan Family with Sandy McAughtrie

Sunday 12th December: (Double Baptism: William and David Sawyers)

Anyone for Patience & Kindness?

 1 Corinthians 13 verses 1-5, Luke 3:7-18

Sunday 19th December: (Sunday Club Nativity) 

The Father’s Heart  - 1 Corinthians 13:1-5, Luke 1:39-55

Nativity with All-age Talk/Reflection 
  

Friday 24th December: 

Nine Lessons and Carols  Service 7pm (led by the choir)

Love Came down at Christmas - Reflection: based on 1 Cor 13

All-age Talk: Jesus the Greatest Gift of all 

Saturday 25th December: Christmas Day Service (30-mins)

Welcome to the World – A stranger in a strange land – ALTERnativity  

Sunday 26th December: Boxing Day Sunday service

Hope Springs Eternal - I Corinthians 1-7, Luke 2:41-52

Sunday 2nd January 2022 (Lynsey on A/L - Preacher Ada Goziem Iboyne)

Love Endures all things - 1 Corinthians 13:1-7

Sunday 9th January 

Everlasting Love  - 1 Corinthians 13:1-8

Sunday 16th January 

Future Perfect  - 1 Corinthians 13:1-9

Sunday 23rd January  (All-age Service)

Growing up - 1 Corinthians 13:1-11
 

Sunday 30th January   

Face to Face - 1 Corinthians 13:1-12

CRECHE

In the Church Hall for ages 3 and

under while the service is on so

parents can join in worship. The

hall is open from 10.30am.    
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S U N D A Y  S E R V I C E S
In Church at 11am.  Live Streaming. 
Remember you can listen on your phone! 01563 444485

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ


We would like to thank all 
our lovely friends at Dundonald
Parish Church for the beautiful
flowers you so kindly gifted at
David’s recent hospitalisation.

They were absolutely gorgeous
and we are both so grateful for
all your continued good wishes

and prayers. We are now settling
in to our new ‘old’ home with our
family and hope to catch up with
you soon in Church. Best wishes, 

David and Barbara Adrain xx’.
 

Thanks  to everyone for the
lovely cards, flowers and gifts
that I have received after my

operation.  I have been
touched by everyone's

kindness.  
Maureen Brown

 

 

Many thanks for all
the good wishes
and prayers and
the Church mug

which I will
treasure.  Lots of

love Libba xx

Grateful thanks to family,
friends and Church family,

for the lovely cards,
flowers and gifts on the

occasion of my 70th
birthday. They were very

much appreciated.
Anne Young 

 

Many thanks to the Church
and friends for the cards and

gifts given to me for my
birthday.

Happy Christmas and 
many thanks to the drivers

on the car rota.   
Rosalie Hemingway

Many thanks to our
wonderful Church 

 family for their kind
wishes, cards,

flowers and prayers
Alan & Sheila Payne 

Thank you Kevin and Willie for all

your hard work in putting up the

new noticeboards in the Hall. They

look absolutely beautiful and will

be well used by us all.

Just one more meeting of Alpha!
Monday Evening Alpha on Zoom 

6th December @ 7pm
7th December Tuesday Afternoon 
Alpha @ The Auchans 2pm-3.15pm
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"How to Pray" starts in January 

Please contact 
Rev Lynsey for details 

01563 850243

Flowers in Church in November
Elaine McClure, Anne Watts, Kate Tweedie, Frances Mavor

Thank you to everyone who contributed flowers to bring much
pleasure to our worship last month.  Sheila

Please let Sheila know if you would like to contribute to Flowers 
in the Church service



Prayer  

In this season of expectation
We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah

Into the bustle of our lives
and the hard to find moments of solitude

We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah
Into our homes and situations
along with friends and families

We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah
Into our hearts, and those often hidden parts of

our lives
We prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah

 
For beneath the surface of your story

is an inescapable fact
You entered this world

as vulnerable as any one of us
in order to nail that vulnerability to the cross.

Our fears, our insecurities and our sins
all that can separate us from God

exchanged by your Grace for Love.
We cannot comprehend the reasoning
only marvel that Salvation comes to us

through a baby born in a stable,
and reaches out to a world in need.

Copyright © John Birch, 2016
 

Christmas is joy, religious joy, an inner joy of light
and peace. – Pope Francis

 
Joy is not necessarily the absence of suffering; it

is the presence of God. – Sam Storm
 

 If we could condense all the truths of Christmas
into only three words, these would be the words:
"God with us." We tend to focus our attention at
Christmas on the infancy of Christ. The greater

truth of the holiday is His deity. More astonishing
than a baby in the manger is the truth that this

promised baby is the omnipotent Creator of the
heavens and the earth!  - John MacArthur

 

 

Shirley
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Debi Dunn

Christmas Eve Benediction
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the
obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the
eagerness of the shepherds, the determination

of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child.
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless

you now and forever.
(Copyright © Crosswalk.com)

 
God of hope, who brought love into this world,

be the love that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought peace into this world,

be the peace that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought joy into this world,

be the joy that dwells between us.
God of hope, the rock we stand upon,

be the centre, the focus of our lives
always, and particularly this Advent time.

Copyright © John Birch, 2016
 

This Advent-time
we remember Mary and Joseph,

giving thanks for their faithfulness,
courage and obedience,

stepping out into the unknown
in the strength of your Spirit,

playing their part
in the fulfilment of your plan
to bring your prodigal people

home again.
We pray that their example

might be the pattern of our lives,
that when your gentle whisper

breaks through the clamour of this world
and into our small corner,

we might be ready to listen,
and having listened, to act.

Copyright © John Birch, 2016
 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people”. Luke 2:10

CHRISTMAS JOY

 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/10-supernatural-ways-the-holy-spirit-wants-to-empower-you.html


Prayer  
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Father God,
This Christmas-time may we keep things simple as we remember the true “reason 
for the season” - your simple, but life changing message of love for us. May we not 
get caught up in all of the commercial distraction but refocus our hearts and minds 
on you as we celebrate the immeasurable gifts of hope, peace, joy and love that you 
have given us. Amen.

New Year
Consult not your fears, but your hopes and your dreams.
Think not about your frustrations, but about your unfulfilled potential.
Concern not yourself with what you tried and failed in, but what it is still possible to do.
Now is the time to put aside past and present setbacks and failures and look with confidence 
to the new day called tomorrow — Pope John XXIII

As the dawn breaks on a new year, let us give thanks for all we hold dear: our health, our family
and our friends. Let us release our grudges, our anger and our pains, for these are nothing but
binding chains. Let us live each day in the most loving ways, the God-conscious way. Let us serve
all who are in need, regardless of race, colour or creed.
Let us keep God of our own understanding in our hearts and to chant God's name each day. Let
us lead the world from darkness to light, from falsehood to truth and from wrong to right.
Let us remember that we are all one, embracing all, discriminating against none.
May your year be filled with peace, prosperity and love. May God's blessings shower upon you
and bestow upon each of you a bright, healthy and peaceful new year— Rev. Marcy Sheremetta

Mother Teresa's Anyway Poem
 

People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centred;   Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives; Be kind anyway.

If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies;   Succeed anyway.
If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you;   Be honest and frank anyway.

What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight;   Build anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous;  Be happy anyway.

The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow;  Do good anyway.
Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough;

Give the world the best you've got anyway.
You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and your God;

 It was never between you and them anyway.

Shirley Shaw

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/new-years-prayers


We
Have lost the
True meaning

Of Christmas we hear
Now more and more. A time

To spend, put on the glitz, have
Presents by the score. Lord Jesus

Christ has been forgotten, His birthday
Cast aside. Midst baubles, tinsel, holly, cards He's
Difficult to find. But look again, what can you see

If only you would try? These baubles reflect the shining faces
Of you and me and He. The decorations, trees and lights give cheer in

Depths of winter. A leisurely meal shared round a table was His way of celebrating,
Red holly berries symbolize His sacrifice, the prickly leaves His crown of thorns. White
Snow His purity of heart, bright candles His lasting light, which shines upon us all year

Regardless of our plight. Presents placed beneath the tree give joy to one and all. 
It's only when we show much greed that His spirit we destroy. If Christmas is but

A good excuse for a knees-up and a laugh then it's up to us YES YOU AND ME
To see the deeper meaning. Just look beyond the gloss that's all it is you see and

Soon amongst the gifts and laughter, Lord Jesus will appear.
The guilt you feel for having succumbed

To adverts, offers and sales.
Can soon be dispelled with
A little thought and some

Imagination.      

DUNDONALD CHURCH GUILD
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The Guild met on 15th November at 7pm, the first evening meeting since the return after the long
break.  A good number of members came out to hear the speaker for the evening.  Mr Brian Hill
talked about the lace industry in the Irvine Valley.  During a very interesting presentation he said
the lace manufacture started as a home weaving industry and was developed when Alexander
Morton brought a machine from the north of England and soon Newmilns, Galston and Darvel
became the main lace making area in Scotland.  After WW2 fashion changed and the demand for
lace for curtains and furnishing changed and now there is only one mill left.  Anne Young who was
brought up in Newmilns thanked Brian on behalf of the Guild.  

The Christmas Dinner will be on 15th December at the Piersland House Hotel and will cost £21. 
 The traditional Auction to raise funds for the Projects will be held.  Please bring along a gift worth
about  £3. Ideas are invited to hold a local charity to support this year. Suggestions will be put in a
hat and then drawn. 

On 29th November the Guild was welcomed by Adaline and after she did the Reading and Prayer
asked the ladies to form  teams and compete in a Christmas Quiz.  'The Golden Oldies came out
winners with most correct answers.  After tea the raffle was drawn and some lucky ladies went 
 home with some splendid prizes.  A fun night was enjoyed by all. The next meeting on 13th
December will be the Christmas Dinner at Piersland Hotel and will by at 7pm.  We will not be able
to have an auction that evening but it is planned to have it on the 2nd meeting of 2022, 24th
January.    Eileen Docherty



GOD MOMENTS                     
A few months after the death of our son, Peter, aged 35, Roy and I were on our way to Portsonachan,
overlooking Loch Awe. We stopped for coffee at a garden centre and suddenly Roy became very
agitated and said he’d do anything to know that Peter was alright. I tried to reassure him 
that I knew he was alright as he was with God. 
The next morning Roy flung back the curtains and immediately gestured to me to join 
him at the window. We both gazed in awe at a wide, pulsating rainbow of the brightest 
hues we’d ever seen. We couldn’t speak, its beauty took your breath away. We had 
never seen such a rainbow. It lasted for several minutes then disappeared suddenly 
without fading.  I said to Roy that that was God’s way of reassuring him that Peter 
was safe and with Him.
At breakfast Roy asked the waitress if she, too, had seen the amazing rainbow. 
She looked startled and said no, as did the other residents nearby who had 
overheard. I whispered to Roy that it was for him alone and I had been 
privileged to share the moments. Roy felt reassured, as had been God’s 
intention.
Three weeks ago we were back in the same room and the unbelievably 
beautiful rainbow appeared again, early on our first evening, when there was 
no rain nor sun, just as last time. These were certainly God Moments. We 
were richly blessed. I thought of Noah and God’s covenant in Genesis Chapter 
9. God always brings hope and reassurance and His timing is always perfect.
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                   Pam Kavanagh

He was born in a barn, his father a carpenter and his mother a decent woman, but they
were of no significance, and certainly couldn’t have afforded to give the boy a private

education. And yet, as a teenager, he was arguing the toss with his elders and betters in
their council chambers. He never got a proper job, just roamed around the countryside,

unshaven and living off bread and water and the occasional fish, while offering his
opinions to those who cared to listen. 

He became the manager of a football team known as The Disciples, not one of them a
star, in fact the twelfth man rather let the side down by accepting a transfer fee of thirty

pieces of silver to play for the opposition. The authorities eventually arrested him as a
rabble-rouser, but couldn’t decide what to charge him with, other than the fact he claimed
he was the Son of God. They strung him up with a couple of criminals, and when he finally
gave up the ghost, rather assumed that would be the last they’d hear of him. The Disciples

were relegated at the end of the season, in fact the captain claimed on more than one
occasion that he’d never been a member of his team. 

When he died at the age of thirty-three, there were no obituaries in the local press
reporting his achievements, no glossy supplements highlighting his colourful career, no

radio programmes to discuss his legacy, and no box sets recording any of his miracles. But
then, he’d never relied on focus groups to advise him on current trends, or advertising

gurus to spend millions promoting his brand, or spin doctors to sharpen his image, and he
didn’t require social media to keep his followers up to date, so you could be forgiven for

assuming that he’d be forgotten in a few days.
 

So how can one explain that over two thousand years later, Jesus Christ is still the best-
known celebrity on earth? Could it just be that he was the Son of God?

 

Jeffrey Archer (b 1940) novelist, life peer, author and former politician.
 

The Son of  God



BOARD BYTES 
23rd November 2021 
The technology team will meet in the new year to address the next steps. 
Hall bookings: It was agreed to leave the price at £10 per hour until a subcommittee has reviewed
the runnings cost of the hall.  It was suggested we investigate a Fog Sanitising Machine. 
National Giving Day 31st October: our offerings were £1409 to be divided between technology
and Malawi.
Session Room Roof: There are slates missing, lead valley gutters leaking, hence damage to the
room ceiling and guttering is split causing water damage to the external stonework.   Work will
begin in the new year for this and thereafter the Session Room will need to be redecorated. 
External Stonework of the walls of the Church: Work on vestibule and clock tower will begin in
early 2022 with a timeline of 6 weeks.  During the renovations there will be extensive scaffolding
around the frontage of the Church building.
The Asset Management Building Audit of the Church and Halls of the Church: undertaken by
Russell A Wylie with Doug Grant and Bob Stewart on 20th November.
Coffee and Tea:  resumed after Sunday worship with between 20-30 attending and an opportunity
to have fellowship with newer members of our Church family. Mince Pies after the family service
on 19th December and after the Watchnight service on Christmas eve (7pm) was suggested - to 
 be checked if this is possible. 
Call to all people in Church to pray:  The prayer space on Thursdays (1-2pm) in Church has been
running for one month now.  A truly blessed time has been had by all who have attended.
A Team structure will be developed to help with a more balanced distribution of tasks in the
Church.  It is felt that too few people are doing the majority of work.  Rev L. McChlery will provide
a zoom session with Session Clerk, Clerk to the Board and a few other elders.
Next meeting: Tuesday 18th January, 2022 in Church at 7pm. 
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Get Ready For Christmas
Get ready, get ready, it's getting ready time, It won't be very long now till it's Christmas time.
There are lots of things to do, Cards and trees and trimmings too,
Special songs and special food for Christmas time.

Get ready, get ready, it won't be very long, 'til it is Jesus birthday when we sing our songs.
Remembering Jesus came to earth a baby oh so small, 
But what a great big gift of love to save us all.

Get ready, get ready it is get ready time, not just in our home, but all our 
hearts this Christmas time.
We need to open our hearts door and let the Saviour in,
And say to Jesus, “Guide my life, and take away my sin.”

Get ready, get ready it won't be very long, 'til Jesus comes 
again, it may be night or morn.
But not a baby oh so small He is our Lord and King,
who's come to judge or gather all who welcomed Him.     

Anchored Magazine

Words from Mother Teresa: 
“The fruit of silence is prayer. The fruit of prayer is faith. The fruit of faith is love. The fruit of love is
service. The fruit of service is peace.”



This well-loved hymn, a favourite of Lilian Axford, Helen Jamieson, Anne Picken and many
more, was first published in the hymnary "Hymns for Little children" in 1848.

The tune we use here in Dundonald is simply called "All things bright and beautiful" and was
written by William Henry Monk in 1887.  Another lovely tune used is "Royal Oak", and
originated as a 17th century folk tune, arranged by Martin Fallas Shaw in the 19th century. 
 Who says a good tune doesn't last?!

The series of verses in "All things bright and beautiful"elaborate the clause of the Apostles
Creed, something we are very familiar with, describing God as "maker of heaven and earth"
and asserts the creationist's view of the natural world. It is suggested that a number of sources
may have influenced the writer's composition.  It may have been inspired by Psalm 104 verses
24 and 25 "Oh how manifold are Thy words! The earth is full of Thy riches.  So is this great
and wide sea wherein all things creeping innumerable both small and great beasts.

The hymn may also have been inspired by a verse from Samuel Coleridge's 'The Rime of the
Ancient Mariner, "He prayeth who loveth best all things great and small; for the dear God who
loves us , He made and loveth all."

In William Paley's 'Natural Theology from 1802 it argues God as the designer of the natural
world and the hymn's second verse alludes to "wings", and verse seven refers to "eyes" with
God as the divine maker.

The inspiration for the text "the purple headed mountain, the river running by has been
attributed to separate locations in Wales, Ireland and England.  The Blorenge mountains, River
Usk and the gardens of Markree castle.

One interpretation of the third verse suggests the equality of rich and poor in the eyes of God.  
Rich and poor, prayers are listened to and all the prayers are of importance to God, who
listens and answers them all.

There is another version, a choral version, written by John Rutter, a 
contemporary composer.  If you can search for this version via today's 
technology and you won't be disappointed.  

As ever, let me know what your favourite hymn is and I will look 
into it's history.

"He gave us eyes to see them and lips that we may tell
How great is God almighty who has made all things well. 

FAVOURITE HYMN TUNES - CECIL FRANCIS ALEXANDER

ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL M A R I E A  B L A C K
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Words from Mother Teresa: 
“Faith is a gift of God. Without it there would be no life. And our work, to be fruitful, and to be all
for God, and to be beautiful, has to be built on faith — faith in Christ, who has said, I was hungry, I
was naked, I was sick, and I was homeless, and you ministered to me. On these words of His, our
work is based.”
Jesus said: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel
to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And
recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed. ” Luke 4 .  
Almost 2000 years later, Mother Teresa echoed them – not only in words, but by her life. Hers
was a calling – a gift on her life by God.   CS



For kids:  pyjamas/slippers/socks - a doll/cuddly toy/toy car -  book/drawing
book/crafts/game - sweets/chocolate - toiletries
For teenager/adults: hat/scarves/gloves - sweets/chocolate biscuits - books/games/puzzle
books - toiletries Perfume/makeup/jewellery/handbag

We often run out of pyjamas, slipper socks, teddies, small toys, hats,, scarves 
                                                                 gloves, toiletries, books, chocolates, sweets

 

                                                         if you would like to give individual items 
we will make up gift boxes for you.

 Look at a candy cane, what do you see? Stripes that are red like the blood shed for me.

White for my Saviour, who's sinless and pure. J is for Jesus, my Lord that's for sure.

Turn it around and a staff you will see. Jesus my Shepherd, is coming for me.

                               God Loves Ayrshire – Hope Magazine

Words from Mother Teresa: 
“We need to find God, and He cannot be found in noise and restlessness. God is the friend of
silence. See how nature—trees, flowers, grass—grows in silence; see the stars, the moon and the
sun, how they move in silence… We need silence to be able to touch souls.’
Jesus said: “But whenever you pray, go into your room, close the door, and pray to your Father
in secret.” (From Matthew chapter 6)

12| Contact Magazine

We are proud to announce that we will once again be 
supporting Night Before Christmas Campaign for the 
4th year now!
We have a lovely festive tree in our Visitor Centre which 
is covered in labels with an age and gender written on 
each... you can take one, two or a few, and create a gift 
box for someone who may not have otherwise gotten!
We will also be a Drop Off point for boxes and gifts, 
which will be picked up and handed out by the Night 
Before Christmas elves! Bring them in to us at 
Winehouse Yett, Dundonald, KA2 9HD during our usual 
opening hours.
If you have any questions or queries please see Megan, 
our Cafe Supervisor, who will be taking lead on the 
NB4CC Project this year, or email her at events@dundonaldcastle.org.uk

The Night Before Christmas

We will be accepting donations for the
NB4CC up until and including Sunday

19th  December and  are open every day 
1100-1600

 

Kirsteen Croll

CANDY CANE

DUNDONALD CASTLE



We’re back…. It’s been a long 18 months, but we’re back and raring to go. I’d like to
begin with huge thanks to Mr Meldrum and Mr McGavin for keeping the boys of the
company busy with projects, games, quizzes and some interesting discussions since
lockdown via Zoom. The Company is looking healthy with 50 boys registered and
have already been taking part in battalion activities. Junior section enjoyed a trip to
the ski centre at Newmilns to do some skiing and tubing, and the company section
took part in some Treetop Trials at Craufurdland Estate. Anchor section outings to
be confirmed. 
We hope to present some President’s and Queen’s badges to the senior boys very
soon. Despite lockdown, which made things a bit more challenging, the boys were
working towards the major awards. We will also present the awards that we could
not present, again due to lockdown. Arrangements are under way for both company
and Junior section Summer Camps. We are keeping our fingers crossed that they
will be able go ahead. 
Fundraising:  It’s been a testing time for the company as we could not do 
any fundraising, but the fees still had to be paid. Also, many of you will know, 
we had our minibus stolen March 2020, and we are missing it greatly. This 
year we hope to do some fundraising beginning with the return of the 
Christmas Card Post. We're also going to have a meeting on Monday 6th 
Dec 7:30pm in the Church Hall for all that are interested in helping in ANY 
way for our minibus fundraising.
Christmas Post: If you would like the Boys’ Brigade to deliver your 
Christmas cards this year, please pop your cards, along with a small 
donation into one of the BB post boxes. We will be delivering to the 
Dundonald Area only from 2nd December. Please ensure that each card 
has the name and address of the recipient clearly marked. There will be a 
post box placed inside the front door of the Church, in Keystore and in the Castle
Visitor’s Centre.  Last collection will be on Sunday 19th December. 
Your support is greatly appreciated by the Boys and Officers 
of the Company. Kevin McAulay

MEN'S CLUB
Thursdays at 7.30pm in the
Church Hall. Carpet bowling,
fellowship and a cupof tea. 
Ladies most welcome!
Dougal Gray 830452

 
1
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At Christmastime, when
we receive presents we

don't really need, 
God offers us a gift we

cannot do without.”
                          

From A Box of Delights,
J. John and Mark Stibbe,

Monarch Books
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Troon Chorus
Wednesday 
12th January

2022
@ 7.30pm
Portland
Church

Tickets at Door 

The Christmas Gift
Christmas is a gift of love that cannot be bought or sold
It is ours just for the asking and is worth more than gold.
And this priceless gift of Christmas is within the reach of all
The rich, the poor, the young and old, The greatest and the small.
So take God's Christmas gift of love, reach out and you will receive
And the only payment that God asks is that you believe.
 Anchored Magazine



Soon the Christmas and New Year Festivities will be upon us with many people in work
looking forward to a break  in which to enjoy themselves – a far cry from not so long ago
when Christmas Day was just another day, mainly for children.  Christmas card scenes of
jolly passengers leaving their horse drawn carriages to enjoy the comfort of a roaring log
fire in a coaching inn is only one of the many myths we have come to accept as part of our
history.  The simple truth is that few travellers were found abroad in the winter and if they
travelled by coach they would be covered in straw in an attempt to conserve some heat. 

Santa Claus did make a visit although occasionally his arrival did not take place until New
Year’s Day in many Scottish Households.  Stockings which had been hung up were fairly
easy to fill – an apple, an orange; a new penny and a piece of fruit cake were enough to bring
a smile to many a young face.

All that was to change; the ‘Big House’ influence found the children of estate workers
enjoying the Christmas of early Victorians with Christmas Tree, turkey and all the
trimmings.  Two World Wars found Scots men and women among fellow countrymen from
South of the Border and elsewhere.  The habit caught on and soon we adopted an English
custom although a good number of years were to pass before Christmas Day and Boxing
Day were to be statutory holidays.

New Year has always had a place in Scottish history when the average citizen has no
inhibitions in celebrating the start of another year.  Sport played a major role in 
the festivities and Dundonald had its fair share. Pistol shooting was a prominent 
New Year day’s feature early last century and on Hogmanay the young people of the 
village were selected for a dance which was held on alternate years in both public 
houses. Woe betide anyone falling foul of the committee who would see that 
admission in the future would be extremely difficult.  

In the Main Street (which was the entire Village) every door was an entry to an open 
house but that custom fell by the wayside with the advent of television.  Until Auchans
House was demolished the Eglington Hunt would meet on New Year’s morning and
spectators were invited to join in a ‘dram’.

No longer do we have a Watchnight Service at New Year but the Christmas Eve 
Service has become a popular event when many people make their way to 
Church.

(From an edition of Contact in the 1990s)

C H R I S T M A S  O F  Y E S T E R Y E A R  
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Words from Mother Teresa: 
“When facing God, results are not important. Faithfulness is what is important.”
Interviewer: You love people whom others regard as human debris. What is your secret?  
Mother Teresa:  My secret is simple. I pray.
Jesus said: ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know
how.” Mark 4:26 and 27
Out of a lifetime of experience, Mother Teresa grew to put absolute trust in the necessity of
prayer before embarking on her course of action. She then was assured that she was being
obedient to what God wanted her to do rather than what she might have felt was important.
She could then leave the results of her efforts to God. CS

Bobby Kirk
FROM THE ARCHIVES ...



LOCH
DOON
By  L inda  Wi l l i ams

V I S I T I N G

Loch Doon is situated about 3
miles east of the town of
Dalmellington, 30 miles from
Dundonald. There is a car
park just over 1 mile east of
Dalmellington where you
turn off for Loch Doon. From
here, it is about two miles to
Loch Doon Dam, about seven
miles to Loch Doon Castle on
the far southwest side of the
loch. This is a popular walk,
cycle or drive on a narrow
road with passing places.
There is also some parking
near the Roundhouse café
which is near the dam at the
start of Loch Doon. This is
where I normally park. 

Starting between the
Roundhouse and the dam is
the Ness Glen walk. This is a
very scenic short walk of
about 1 mile through a deep
wooded glen following the
River Doon. You have the
option of returning to the
start using the upper path
making it about 2 miles in
total. The footpaths are
uneven and narrow in places
on the lower path so sturdy
shoes or hill boots are
recommended. On a nice day
you can picnic on the rocks at
the side of Loch Doon. The
1,062ft Glessel Hill sits high
above the Roundhouse Cafe.
This is a great short hike for
some of the best views  of

Loch Doon. The hike starts
from the right side of the cafe
and follows a good trail to the
top.

Ospreys have established a
permanent nest opposite the
Roundhouse café and return
every year. There is a live
camera feed to the nest which
can be observed in the
Roundhouse. Loch Doon
Castle is almost at the far end
of the loch. The castle was
originally built on an island in
the loch and had connections
to King Robert the Bruce. It
was moved to this spot next to
the loch before they built the
dam to raise the water
level.There is a car park at the
castle and a well marked trail
from the left side of the castle
to the 1,716 feet Craiglee Hill,
and the Wee Hill of
Craigmulloch. There are lovely
views over Loch Doon and the
surrounding area on this
walk.There is also a walk
through the Craigengillan
Estate to the picturesque
Dalcairney waterfall. 

Everything on earth will
worship you, they will sing
your praises, shouting your
name in glorious songs. 

Psalm 66:4
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MELTED SNOWMEN GIANT BUTTONS 

200gm/7oz white chocolate 
10 large white marshmallows
20 mini pretzel sticks 
Handful of smarties
Black and orange edible icing pens 

Melt the chocolate either over a pan of simmering water or on a medium heat in the
microwave on 30 sec bursts. Line two baking trays with grease proof paper and spoon a
puddle of melted chocolate about 6cm in diameter. Stick a marshmallow into the middle of
each then two pretzel arms alongside the "head". Decorate with two colourful chocolate
buttons then leave to set for at least 2-3 hours or overnight . Draw black eyes and mouths
and an orange carrot nose onto the marshmallow heads using the icing pens . Leave to set
for 30 mins. The snowmen can be wrapped in bags , given as gifts or just enjoyed 

CREAMY COD CHOWDER 

500g/1lb 10oz cod fillet or loin cut into 2.5cm pieces 
75g/3oz pancetta or streaky bacon diced
25g butter
1 large onion finely chopped 
1 large potato peeled and cubed
Large pinch mixed herbs
510ml fish stock
100ml double cream
2 rounded tblsp chopped parsley
1/2 teasp smoked paprika 
Few drops of Tabasco sauce
Small tin sweet corn

Cook the pancetta or diced bacon in a heavy bottomed saucepan till the fat is golden brown.
Add the butter and chopped onion and cook over a medium heat till the onion is soft. Add the
herbs and stock and simmer till the potato is cooked, then stir in the cream, parsley, paprika,
sweet corn, Tabasco and season with salt and pepper.Add the fish and simmer very gently for
2 mins. Serve with crusty bread. Serves 2-3 
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tasty treats 

Words from Mother Teresa: 
“The hunger for love is much more difficult to remove than the hunger for bread.”
Jesus said:  ‘“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”  
This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: “Love your neighbour as yourself.” 
‘All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.’  Matthew 22:37-40
“Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty.” John 6:35
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Smilers
Why was Santa's little helper upset?
Because he has low elf-esteem.

What do you get if you cross a snowman
with a shark?
Frostbite.

Who is never hungry at Christmas?
A turkey - it is always stuffed

Why are Christmas trees bad at knitting?
Because they keep dropping their needles!

What does Santa do in his garden?
Ho, ho, ho-ing.

What does a snoman wear on his head?
An icecap.

Who delivers presents to cats at Christmas?
Santa Paws

How do you know if a snowman doesn't like
you,
He gives you the cold shoulder. 
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Dashing through the snow in a one horse open sleigh, o'er the fields we go,
laughing all the way ...

A risk assessment must be submitted before an open sleigh is considered
safe for members of the public.  This must also consider whether it is
appropriate to use only one horse for such a venture, partiularly if there are a
large number of passengers.  Please note, permission must be gained from
landowners before entering their fields.  To avoid offending those not
participating in celebrations, we would request that laughter is moderate
only and not loud enough to be considered a noise nuisance. 

"Love is what's in the room
with you at Christmas if  you
stop opening presents and
listen"   Bobby, age 7

 Christmas - Did you know?
The Greek word for Christmas is Xristos.  During
the 16th Century.  Europeans began using the
first initial of Christ's name 'X' in the place of
Christ in Christmas as a shorthand word - and
hence Xmas.

The Poinsettia is a plant native to Mexico and
was named after Joel Poinsett.  The Mexicans
call it the "Flower of the Holy Night".

Christmas is the time of the year when the most
diamonds are sold.

There are two Christmas Islands, one is  in the
Pacific Ocean and the other is in the Indian
Ocean and measures only 52 square miles. 

Charles Dickens wrote 'A Christmas Carol' in 6
weeks in 1843.

There are a number of places in the UK with
names related to Christmas - Christmas
Common (Oxon), Cranberry (Staffordshire),
Turkey Island (West Sussex.

Christmas trees were popularised in the UK
from 1841 when Prince Albert erected one at
Windsor Castle following a German tradition.

If you received all the gifts listed in The Twelve
Days of Christmas, you would receive 364
presents! 

The first stamp to commerate Christmas was
produced in Austria in 1937.

Jingle Bells
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The New Year lies open before us, it stretches on, smooth as 

the snow,

And the footprints we make, on the path that we take, leave 

impressions wherever we go.

 Some memories stay with us for ever, while others pass by 
like a wraith,
But the old year has gone and it's time to move on, taking 

footsteps of love, hope and faith.
    Anchored Magazine Christine Stewart

HAPPY NEW YEAR

https://www.facebook.com/DundonaldParishChurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ
http://www.twitter.com/ChurchDundonald
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Shirley Saw

Making the first of the banners was
approached with a mixture of excitement
and trepidation. Having some previous
banner experience, Barbara Picken gave
much-appreciated guidance and took on the
task of making the town of Bethlehem and
the sheep. Once the banner was ‘completed’
it was further  enhanced by adding a border
and some further contrast and sparkle,
especially to the shepherds so they could be
seen more easily when viewed from a
distance. In subsequent banners this was
achieved by being bolder and more
dramatic, both in the choice of fabric
(texture and colour) and in the use of
embellishments.

Area Grouping Convener/Secretary. 

This banner took a long time to come to
fruition, the original idea having formed at
least as far back as 2007!  Over time, Frances
developed the design using a fabulous
selection of Christmas cards as references, as
well as researching on the internet.  The
calico background was given a thin brush of
diluted gold to give hints of brightness. 
 Shirley created the 3 Wise Men with their
garments, headwear and gifts, using wadding
and folds to give depth; gold layers were
included in each of the Wise Men's garments
to give cohesion to the overall design.  The
wording was prepared by Sheila Wilson along
with the faces and hands and Shirley's
daughter created some plaited beading for
the blue head-wear.  As always a number of
challenges were overcome, especially
working with various weights of fabrics and
also we only had limited quantities of certain
fabrics, but which we wished to use due to
their beautiful colours and textures. 

Christmas
2 0 0 6

Wise Men Still Seek Him
2 0 1 6


