
Dear Friends, 

Week beginning 10th October 2021 

Back in August, I changed the format of the reflections and 

prayers I had been sending out.  A number of people said they 

enjoyed the new format when I focused for the week on the 

story of Zacchaeus.  This week it is the story of Jesus and his 

disciples caught in a storm out on the lake. There is a challenge 

for each of us as we reflect on this story. 

I will continue to encourage prayer with less of an input from me.  

I am trying not to pray the prayers for you, but to encourage you 

to pray as the Lord leads you – away beyond these suggestions. I 

also continue to welcome ideas that people have found helpful to 

share with others. Also, I will include current topics for prayer – 

you can add your own to this.  This week the focus is again 

Mission and Mission Planning. 

I plan to include Sunday’s prayer for as long as the Moderator of 

the Church of Scotland is involved in putting it out – and from 

time to time will include prayers from other sources such as The 

Guild.  I will also continue to send out any prayer requests and 

updates that I receive. 

At the end each week I will include prayers for ‘Mission 

Planning’ that is happening now and may close more churches… 

I hope you find this format helpful.  Above all take time to pray. 

Love in Jesus,  

Christine Stewart  

You can contact me at  christistewart@btinternet.com 

Sunday 10th October, 2021 

This week I have left in the entire script from C of S website 

This Sunday (10 October), Christians across the country – and 

further afield – will continue to join together in prayer and 

reflection at 7pm in response to the pandemic. 

 

As with previous weeks during lockdown, 15 Christian churches and 

organisations across the country, including the Church of Scotland, have 

co-signed the letter calling for prayer. 

Scottish Christians have been continuing to answer the call to pray at the 

same time each week, and the Moderator of the General Assembly of the 

Church of Scotland, Lord Wallace, is taking part alongside them. 

"We should always be mindful for the wisdom handed down to us from 

past generations; much of it learned the hard way, from mistakes made 

and consequences suffered," Lord Wallace said. 
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"So, too, we are grateful for the richness that comes to us from living 

alongside people of other traditions. In our day and generation, we must 

surely allow our minds and hearts to be open so that we can risk getting 

to know them and learning from them. 

"In this pandemic, our responsibility is to come together and offer our 
prayers for all the many diverse expressions of our Christian faith that 

enrich life, as we have done for many months now. 

"Let us not forget that behind each death there will be grieving family 

and friends; behind each hospitalisation there will be a suffering patient, 

an anxious family and a caring and skilled medical team. 

"And behind each vaccination, let us recognise, with thanks, the skill of 

the scientists' research and those who make distribution and vaccination 

possible. Let us remember, too, those in countries who still wait 

anxiously for vaccines to arrive. May our leaders respond imaginatively 

and generously to that challenge. 

"A pattern has been set for us, lived out in Jesus Christ, made possible by 

the Spirit. May we follow in His way and be guided by the one over-riding 

rule of love in all that we say and do." 

This week's letter accompanying the prayer, which is also available in 

Gaelic (a copy of which will be available to read here soon), states: 

"Where do we find grace to help us in our time of need? 

"The Letter to the Hebrews does not quite frame the question in that 

way. However, the Letter answers the question and points us to ‘Jesus, 

the Son of God' as the One who acts on our behalf and who will bring us 

into the gracious presence of God. 

"Our time of need is now, and the needs of the world are plenty. In such a 

time as this, we turn to the great high priest who has faced and endured 

all that we face and endure. We do so, knowing that the One who has 

endured all will enable us to ‘approach the throne of grace with boldness, 

so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need'. 

"In the words of the hymn writer: 

‘Before the throne of God above 

I have a strong, a perfect plea, 

A great High Priest, whose name is Love, 

Who ever lives and pleads for me.'" 

We pray: 

Living God, 

Have mercy on us 

And grant to us grace in time of need; 

For we are those who struggle 

And know our weaknesses all too well. 

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Living God, 

Have mercy on us 
And grant to us grace in time of need; 

For we know the struggles of the world 

And the pain that so many bear. 

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Living God, 

Have mercy on us 

And grant to us grace in time of need; 

For You know us and You love us 

And You reach out to us in the place where we are. 

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/88463/scottish-church-leaders-forum-statement-10th-october-2021.pdf


Living God, 

Have mercy on us 

And grant to us grace in time of need; 
For You call us to love our neighbour 

And to bear one another's burdens on the way. 

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Living God, 

Have mercy on us 

And grant to us grace in time of need; 

For we make bold to approach the throne of grace 

And do so in the assurance that You will hear our cry. 

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Signed by: 

• Lord Wallace, Moderator of the General Assembly, Church of Scotland 
• Most Rev. Leo Cushley, Archbishop of St. Andrews and Edinburgh, 

Roman Catholic Church 

• Most Rev. Mark Strange, Primus, on behalf of the College of Bishops, 
Scottish Episcopal Church 

• Rev. Dr David Miller, Moderator, United Free Church of Scotland 
• Rev. Neil MacMillan, Moderator, Free Church of Scotland 

• Rev. Paul Whittle, Moderator, United Reformed Church (Scotland) 

• Rev. Martin Hodson, General Director, Baptist Union of Scotland 
• Rev. Mark Slaney, District Chair, Methodist Church (Scotland) 

• Rev. Thomas R. Wilson, Chair, Congregational Federation in Scotland 
• Lt. Col. Carol Bailey, Secretary for Scotland, Salvation Army 

• Adwoa Bittle, Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 

• Rev. Ruth Turner, District Superintendent, British Isles North District, 
Church of the Nazarene 

• Pastor Chris Gbenle, Provincial Pastor, Province of Scotland, Redeemed 

Christian Church of God 
• Bishop Francis Alao, Church of God (Scotland)/Minority Ethnic Churches 

Together in Scotland (MECTIS) 
• Rev Fred Drummond, Director, Evangelical Alliance (Scotland) 

 

Monday 11th October, 2021 

Passage for the week: Luke 8:22-25   
22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let us go over to the 

other side of the lake.’ So they got into a boat and set out. 23 As 

they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so 

that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger. 
24 The disciples went and woke him, saying, ‘Master, Master, 

we’re going to drown!’ 

He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm 

subsided, and all was calm. 25 ‘Where is your faith?’ he asked his 

disciples. 

In fear and amazement they asked one another, ‘Who is this? He 

commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.’ 

(Please don’t discard this after today as I will refer to it all 

week…) 

For today, I suggest you read the passage as if you were one of 

the disciples in the boat with Jesus.  It might be re-written 

from your point of view like this: 

 

One day Jesus said to us, ‘Let us go over to the other side of the 

lake.’ So we got into a boat and set out.  As we sailed, he fell 

asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was 

being swamped, and we were in great danger. 

We went and woke him, saying, ‘Master, Master, we’re going to 

drown!’ 

He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm 

subsided, and all was calm.  ‘Where is your faith?’ he asked us. 

In fear and amazement we asked one another, ‘Who is this? He 

commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.’ 

 



• Why did I get into the boat – was it my idea or did another 

friend talk me into it? 

• How do I feel as we set out across the lake? Was there any 

hint of problems to come? 

• Why do you think Jesus fell asleep? 

• When did panic first set in? 

• Why did we wake Jesus? For his sake or our sake? 

• Did I expect him to calm that storm? 

• How did I feel when he did? 

(You may well think of other questions as you read prayerfully…) 

Let us Pray (Notice I am not writing out the prayers – just 

suggesting pointers for prayer suggested by this story. Let God 

lead you): 

• Consider prayerfully what it means to travel through life with 

Jesus – talk to him about it. 

• Think of fellow travellers with you and pray for them 

• Think of those who don’t travel with you – especially those you 

know and love. Pray for them. 

• Consider what would be missing from life if you did not travel 

with Jesus.  Be thankful and thoughtful 

In our prayers today we might include the following: 

• Everywhere we go with Jesus we are on a Mission with Him to 

reach out to others.  Pray that He will lead you to what he 

wants you to do and inspire you with faith and confidence. 

• Thank Him that He sees the whole picture – we only see our 

small part. 

• Trust His power to enable you to accomplish what He asks you 

to do in His name. 

Tuesday, 12th October, 2021 

Re read yesterday’s story about Jesus calming the storm. Our 

focus for today is verse 22: 
“ 22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let us go over to the 

other side of the lake.’ So they got into a boat and set out.” 

 

Reflection: Jesus was clearly the leader of this band of 

followers. They had committed to following Him and to accept 

His leadership, but the group was quite new and they still had 

much to learn.  From this verse we see that Jesus had a mission, 

and a plan to fulfil it.  His followers trusted his leadership and 

went with Him because He asked.  There is always enough in the 

Gospel records to help us to understand more about Jesus and 

our role as His people. 

 

Prayers for today might include: 

• Asking God to help us to read and understand His word with 

the help of the Holy Spirit, and to recognise Jesus as the one 

whom we serve – and whom we trust. 

• Giving God thanks for every record of the ministry of Jesus, 

and what we learn from Him. 

• For His disciples and what we learn from them… 

 

Prayers for others might include: 

• That God would send His Spirit to move the hearts of those 

followers who have drifted away – that they might return to 

Him with a desire to worship and to serve. (Specifically…) 

• That faithful servants of the Lord might join Him in His 

mission to win people to Himself that God might be glorified 

and many more would enjoy the blessing of knowing Him. 

• That the light of Christ would shine throughout our land. 



Wednesday, 13th October, 2021 

Go back and read again the passage from Luke 8. Our focus today 

is verse 23. 

“As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the 

lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in 

great danger.” Verse 23 

Reflection: Jesus has taken his disciples on a boat trip – clearly 

not just a pleasure trip but a journey with a purpose and He was 

establishing his Father’s mission to the world. Clearly Jesus knew 

all about this mission and its end purpose, so a storm on the 

journey was insignificant to Him. He also led this mission with the 

authority of God and the power that was within Him.  Calling his 

disciples was not the end of what He had in store for them.  

Every day provided them with a learning opportunity to increase 

in the knowledge of who He was/is.  This is true for us as we 

serve our risen Lord who has authority over all things. 

Our prayers: 

• Thank God for Jesus 

• Ask God to reveal more each day as you journey through life 

in service to Him.  There is always more for us to understand 

as we are open to learning about Him and from Him 

Prayers for others: 

• Pray specifically for people you already know who need the 

healing love of Jesus. Ask God to show you how you might 

reach out to them in Jesus’ name. 

• Pray for the gift of fresh understanding of what it means to 

join up with Jesus in mission to others in our time and place. 

• Open your heart in willingness to ‘get into the boat’ and travel 

with Him.  Thank Him that he will not take you into difficult 

situations and just leave you there. 

• Thank Him that He listens for a call for help…and answers. 

Thursday 14th October, 2021 

“ The disciples went and woke him, saying, ‘Master, Master, 

we’re going to drown!’  He got up and rebuked the wind and 

the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was 

calm.  ‘Where is your faith?’ he asked his disciples.” Luke 8: 

24 & 25 

Reflection: There is such a comfort in these verses.  The 

disciples in the boat with Jesus were already calling him ‘Master’. 

They knew enough to be willing to follow his leadership. I asked 

you on Monday to think about why they wakened him.  I like to 

think it’s because they were concerned that if he didn’t waken, 

he would not be able and ready to help himself if they had to 

take action in the storm. Clearly, they did not expect his 

response, which was to remove the danger altogether.  They had 

been working with Jesus for some time, and they had already 

seen miracles take place at his bidding, but like so many of us, 

they did not expect a miracle in relation to themselves. 

Our prayers: 

• Thank Jesus for the miracle of His saving grace touching you. 

• Thank God that you have been called to serve in Jesus’ name. 

Ask Him to show you how to let Jesus be Master (Lord) of 

every area of your life – especially in His service. 

• Thank Jesus that He will never send you on any mission alone.  

He will be with you in every circumstance as you do His will. 

Prayers for others: 

• Think of all those you know who willingly offer themselves to 

serve in Jesus’ name. Name them as you ask God to protect 

and strengthen them in all they do and say. 

• Ask God to bless all those who have decision-making powers in 

our churches.  Pray for people not to decide by their own 

wish/ideas, but trusting the Lordship of their Master, Jesus. 



Friday 15th October, 2021 
“25 ‘Where is your faith?’ he asked his disciples. In fear and 

amazement they asked one another, ‘Who is this? He 

commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.’ 

” Luke 8:25 

Reflection: The thing that chokes me here is the question among 

the disciples: “Who is this?” They have been travelling with 

Jesus, they have heard His teaching; they have witnessed His 

healing ministry; they have seen miracles; they have called Him, 

‘Master’. Then they can still say, “Who is this?” However, let us 

not judge too harshly – for I suspect we would ask the same 

question – failing to understand the greatest miracle in our lives 

– the miracle of receiving His salvation and becoming children of 

God.  The danger is that we take all that for granted… 

Our Prayers: 

• Take time to offer thanks to God for Jesus and reflect as 

you do on the words of Paul in 2 Corinthians 9:13-15 “others 

will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your 

confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in 

sharing with them and with everyone else.  And in their 

prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the 

surpassing grace God has given you.  Thanks be to God for his 

indescribable gift!” This week, I add ‘Amen!’ 

• Thank Jesus for calling you to share in mission through 

prayer. Ask him to show you what else you might do to serve 

him in worship and thanksgiving. 

Prayers for others: 

• Pray for our churches here in Scotland that we will not lose 

the privilege of freedom to worship and that we will engage in 

mission faithfully to draw others to Jesus – Lord and Master. 

• May God lead us to those who long to know Him 

Saturday, 16th October, 2021 

Please remember we need to pray more and more for the 

situation within our churches. 

Stay strong in asking God for wisdom to see how to keep the 

Gospel of Jesus and His Mission at the forefront of all 

decision-making.  May He remove the danger and calm the 

storm. 

The following notes are a guide to help you and to encourage 

your own prayers for your own local situation. 

Let’s move now to some prayers about the critical plans to 
reduce the number of visible churches, not only in Ayr Presbytery 

but across Scotland.  Already in some parts of Ayrshire alone you 
can travel many miles without coming across a church that is still 
testifying to the glory of God and his wonderful saving grace that 
would draw us into His family.  There are plans to reduce this 
witness even further, while at the same time we need to increase 
our Ministry as we serve the 5 marks of mission.  These are: 

1. To Proclaim the Good news of the Kingdom 
2. To teaching, Baptising and Nurturing new believers 
3. To respond to human need by loving service 
4. To seek to transform unjust structures of society, in 

challenging violence of every kind and pursuing peace and 

reconciliation 
5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain 

and renew the life of the earth 

How can a Minister in the Church of Scotland commit to delivering 
each of these mission endeavours if they are shared with more than 
one – indeed with several communities - and lead us in worship to 
the glory of God? How can they do this alone in churches where so 
many sit back in apathy, believing it is all up to the Minister? 
Concern about Finance seems to have replaced faith – but we must 
all ask ourselves why this has happened? 



Surely the first thing to do is to take the whole problem to the Lord 
and ask for His guidance and blessing. So let us begin: 

• Reflect and pray about our own commitment to being active in 

delivering Mission to our community 

• Ask forgiveness for those areas in which we have failed to 
reflect the love of Jesus to those around us; and where we have 
failed to recognise how much we need to take every aspect of 
mission to the Lord in prayer. 

• Invite God to open our eyes to see what He wants us to see. 

• Reflect on this verse from 2 Chronicles 7:14: “ if my people, 
who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land.” 

• Pray for all those who have grown cold in heart and ignore the 

Lord in their lives that they will return to Him and serve in His 
name. Remember that ‘wickedness’ includes shutting out God’s 
call on our lives and living in our own selfish way. 

• Then reflect on the wonder and joy of the blessing God pours 
out on those who trust him: “The LORD bless you and keep you; 
the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face towards you and give you peace.’” 

Numbers 6:24-26 

• Pray the Lord’s blessing on those you know and love 

As we go through the 5 Marks of Mission for prayer, let’s enjoy 
singing in our hearts (or out loud if you wish) some familiar words 
of well-known favourite hymns, as if they were our prayers. (3 & 4 
linked)   You might like to find them on You Tube and listen to the 
music at the same time. 

1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 

Think of these words and pray them through – Hymn CH4 251 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin My hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright . 

Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord. 

Is it I Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them. They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my Word to them. Whom shall I send? 

Chorus 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide Till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? 

2. Teaching, Baptising and Nurturing new believers. 

Think of these words and pray them through – Hymn CH4 502 

Take my life, Lord, let it be 

consecrated, glad, and free; 

take my moments and my days, 

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move 

at the impulse of Your love; 

take my feet that I may run, 

bearing news of Christ Your Son. 

Take my voice and let me sing 

always, only, for my King; 

take my intellect and use 



every power as You shall choose. 

Take my will  -  Your will be done, 

may my will and Yours be one; 

take my heart  -  it is your own, 

it shall be Your royal throne. 

Take my love  -  my Lord, I pour 

at Your feet its treasure-store; 

take myself, and I will be 

all for You, eternally. 

 

3. To respond to human need by loving service   AND 

4. To seek to transform unjust structures of society, in challenging 
violence of every kind and pursuing peace and reconciliation 

Think of these words and pray them through – Hymn CH4 528 

Make me a channel of your peace. 

Where there is hatred let me bring your love; 

Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord; 

And where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 

Oh, Master, grant that I may never seek 

So much to be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved, as to love with all my soul. 

Make me a channel of your peace. 

Where there’s despair in life let me bring hope; 

Where there is darkness, only light; 

And where there’s sadness, ever joy. 

Make me a channel of your peace. 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

In giving of ourselves that we receive; 

And in dying that we’re born to eternal life 

5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and 
renew the life of the earth 

Think of these words and pray them through – Hymn CH4 239 

When your Father made the world, 
before that world was old, 
to His eye what He had made was lovely to behold. 
Help Your people to care for Your world. 
 
The world is a garden You made, 
and You are the One who planted the seed, 
the world is a garden You made, 
a life for our food, life for our joy, 
life we could kill with our selfish greed. 

 
And the world that He had made, 
the seas, the rocks, the air, 
all the creatures and the plants He gave into our care. 
Help Your people to care for Your world 
 
When You walked in Galilee, 
You said your Father knows 
when each tiny sparrow dies, each fragile lily grows. 
Help Your people to care for Your world. 
 
And the children of the earth, 
like sheep within Your fold, 
should have food enough to eat, and shelter from the cold. 
Help Your people to care for Your world. 
 
So finally, let us pray for : 

• Wisdom and grace for everyone involved in decision-making  

• A willingness and ability for those who receive revised and 
alternative Mission Plans to evaluate them honestly, discarding 



preconceived ideas of their own and seeking God’s wisdom and 
understanding. 

• Ministers and congregations afraid of losing their church 

• Knowledge of God’s will and courage to stand… 

• People who have previously made a commitment to return to 
worshipping and serving God in Christ Jesus 

• Many people to find the Lord for the first time and seek to join 

others in Praise and Worship and Service 

• That those of us who believe should reflect the light and love of 
Christ to all we meet 

• God to shower his blessing on all our efforts here wherever He 

has placed us to honour our call to serve Him 

• God to bless all those serving in Ministry.  May His Holy Spirit 
lead and guide them in the way ahead for Mission 

• All office-bearers and all who serve in Jesus’ name 

I leave you with the words of a beautiful hymn - Mission Praise 
241: 
 
Holy Spirit, we welcome you, Holy Spirit, we welcome you, 
Move among us with holy fire 
As we lay aside all earthly desire, 
Hands reach out and our hearts aspire, 
Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit, 
Holy Spirit, we welcome you! 
 
Holy Spirit, we welcome you, Holy Spirit, we welcome you, 
Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
That your children here might truly know, 
How to move in the spirit’s flow, 

Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit, 
Holy Spirit, we welcome you! 
 
Holy Spirit, we welcome you, Holy Spirit, we welcome you, 
Please accomplish in us today 
Some new work of loving grace, we pray – 
Unreservedly- have your way. 

Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit, 
Holy Spirit, we welcome you! 
 
And an amazing verse of scripture from Ephesians 3: 20-21 
 

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than 

all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at 

work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and 

ever! Amen.” 

 

 


