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Dear Friends,

Knowing God’s plans for your life - ALPHA

I hope you all had a time of rest and relaxation during the summer months. We were all certainly
blessed with better weather to be able to go out and see friends and family again. The Manse family
went off to Oban and then Eilie followed by Crieff so we are feeling the benefit of time together
enjoying God’s wonderful creation here in Scotland. 

We are now back and entering a new season in the calendar of the Church and we have some wonderful
God-filled things in store for you. Firstly, we can’t wait until we have the full family of faith back
worshipping in the Church again; with the reductions in restrictions, we hope more people will come
back to regular in-person Sunday worship. This is what God desires and we are called to worship Him in
unity. 

With everything that has tragically happened in our World recently: The Haiti Earthquake and the crisis
in Afghanistan, the virus taking root (in different strains) and the rise of random acts of evil in our own
country, God is calling all His people to pray in unity and make a difference. God listens to the prayers of
His people. If you’d like to join our intercessory prayer group, this will be forming soon and meeting in
the Church sanctuary on a weekly basis, please get in touch for details.  There will also be an
opportunity in Church on Sunday 12th September to give a donation to Christian Aid for the
emergency appeal for the people of Haiti. https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/haiti-
earthquake-appeal.

Our children have been outside since June enjoying: ‘outdoor Sunday club’ and our teenagers have
enjoyed faith walks in the Dundonald woods. From mid-September all our children will be back in the
Church at the start of the service, and we can’t wait to welcome them and hear their stories. The
Sunday Club has been growing over the summer and we now have many children enrolled in our
Sunday Club and  older children in the Bible Class. We sincerely thank our faithful leaders and helpers
that serve weekly in dedication to nurturing our children in their faith at the same time having a lot of
fun! From October we also look forward to welcoming our organisations back: the Boy’s Brigade,
Brownies and Rainbows and the Guild with special services of welcome and encouragement for all
involved. 

In mid-September everyone is invited to attend ALPHA (a Christianity course) which is life-giving no
matter what your age or stage or whether you are new to faith or an old hand. If you allow Him, God 
will speak into your hearts and guide you back into His plans and purposes for your life in His Kingdom.
Here is some food for thought from the book of proverbs:

God’s purpose for our life is the one that lasts: “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s
purpose that prevails” (Proverbs 19:21).  We can make our plans and set out to see them accomplished,
but if we don’t pray and seek God’s direction we could find ourselves drifting in an ocean of problems
without a sail.  Every plan should begin and end with God in mind first.  Every person is born with a
purpose:  “The purposes of a person’s heart are deep waters, but one who has insight draws them out”
(Proverbs 20:5).
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https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/haiti-earthquake-appeal


All people are made in the image of God. Each of us are born with a purpose and calling that we can
discover or completely miss. The influence of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers gives us insight to
His purposes for us. We find peace and courage when we sense the confirmation of the Spirit that we
are in the right place at the right time of our designated calling. This is life-giving. The Lord and His
purposes are perfect, but we are not. We are assailed by doubts and fears that many times keep us
from living out the purposes that He has established for us. However, we can overcome this by
consistently reading and studying His word so that our faith will be made stronger day by day. As we
learn of God and pray to Him regularly, we become more emboldened to accomplish great purposes in
His name. 

Alpha helps with all of this. I’d encourage everyone to be involved. You can attend online or in person
in the evening or the afternoon. Please get in touch to find out more.  Alpha is the course that led me
to a living faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. My personal story is on the Alpha Scotland website:
https://alpha.org.uk/scotland

Friends, finally I can’t stress loudly enough what it means (in this current climate) if people don’t come
back to worship and service in the Church here in Dundonald.  If the Church is not a place where
people want to meet to worship - then our living God has no room to breathe life. Mission, out-reach,
community engagement, improving the lives of those less fortunate and being disciples that draw
other people to the Risen Jesus can not happen. This can only be fuelled by a Church living firmly and
rooted in the Word of God and in His guiding Spirit. 

My prayer is that we continue to grow upwards in Strength towards the Lord.

Love
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Deaths
22nd June - Mary Jack, Ploughlands Farm
28th June  - Humphrey Robertson, 2 Schoolwynd, Dundonald

 Remembering family and friends in our prayers

P A R I S H
R E G I S T E R

Welcome to our new members!
8th August - David Wilson, 4 Richmond Terrace
              "           Fraser McMillan, 12 Parkthorn View
              "           Susie McLure, 1 Tarbolton Road

Calling all young musicians
 If you are interested in being a part of a praise band who have fun and enjoy

leading worship on a Sunday please get in touch (age 16-50 preferable).  
Tuition, encouragement and support from older musicians is available.

Baptism
6th June  - Zachary Alexander Robert Francis Zorget  

Shirley

https://alpha.org.uk/scotland


5th September 2021
 Guest Preacher: Rev Bob Mayes followed by the Baptism of Blair. 

12th September 2021
Theme: Contentment  -  1 Timothy 6:6-19
EMERGENCY COLLECTION FOR CHRISTIAN AID AND THE HAITI APPEAL 

19th September 2021
Theme: Strength in Suffering - 2 Timothy 1:1-18

26th September 2021 - HARVEST THANKSGIVING
Theme: Perseverance -  2 Timothy 2:1-13

3rd October 2021
Theme: Workers Pleasing to God - 2 Timothy 2:14-26

Coffee/tea after Church  starts again on Sunday 5th September - come and have fellowship
again!  As in cafes/restuarants, masks will need to be worn until seated. 
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THE CAR SERVICE 

 
Do you know anyone who would appreciate using

the Car Service or would you like to use the
service yourself?

 Or would you be 
willing to become a 

driver for the Service? If so, please contact 
Jane 851481 or Lynsey 850243

 

CRECHE
                has started 
                 again in 
                the  Church

    Hall on Sundays for ages 3 and under
while the service is on. The hall is open

from 10.30pm so that parents can join us
for worship.  More helpers are needed 

for creche, please contact 
Debi 851212 or Lynsey 850510

 

HARVEST FLOWERS - Anyone wishing to donate flowers for delivery
on Harvest Thanksgiving Sunday - 26th September - please bring them
to Church on that day.  If you are unable to be in Church and still wish
to donate flowers please leave them with Elaine Grant, 47 Earl Rise
before that Sunday morning.

S U N D A Y  S E R V I C E S
In Church at 11am.  Live Streaming 
Remember you can listen on your phone! 01563 444485

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ


 Many thanks for all 

the cards, gifts and

good wishes I received

on the occasion of my

90th birthday in June.

Much appreciated

Jim Ritchie
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Bob and Irene McMillan 

would like to thank their

Church family for all the kind

gifts and lovely cards we

received for our Golden

Wedding, they meant a very

great deal to both of us.

Well done Jamie and Scott for taking part in
the Boccia Team for the Tokyo Olympics!  

From a letter to Bob McMillan 
"I just wanted to let you know myself and

Scott have been selected for the Tokyo 2020
Paralympics. Thanks for all your help in setting

up the hall for us; this help from people like
yourself all plays its part. 

Thanks again. Jamie McCowan"
 

 The family of Mary Jack 

would like to acknowledge with

grateful thanks the lovely messages,

cards and flowers received from

Church members and friends. These

kind messages of support were a

reminder of “how lucky we were" to

have had such a loving and caring

Mum, Gran and Great-Gran.

 

Discuss
Each talk considers a different question
around faith and is designed to spark
conversation which will be facilitated by
helpers from your church.

Connect
Alpha is an opportunity to explore life’s big questions
together in an informal environment.
Watch
The episodes take a fresh look at the basics of the
Christian faith, asking questions such as 'Who is
Jesus?', 'How can we have faith?' and 'How does God
guide us?'
Online and in person!
The course will be run both online and in person for
any who do not have internet access or prefer to meet
'face to face'. And one or two 'socials' will be included
for all of us to get together. 

I would like to say
'Thank you' for all

thoughts, kind
messages, cards, gifts
and flowers after my

operation.  Love
Adaline xxx

Monday Evening Alpha on Zoom @ 7pm 

Tuesday Afternoon Alpha @ The Auchans 2pm-3.30pm

Please contact 
Rev Lynsey 

for more details 
01563 850243



 
Shirley

Remember to P.R.A.Y
Everybody prays – for help in a difficult situation, for strength, for patience, for people we
know who are unwell, in desperation, in gratitude. Prayers cried out in the heat of the
moment. A regular commitment to pray and spend time talking to God can be more
daunting and, no matter where we are on our Christian journey, no-one finds it easy. Even
the disciples asked Jesus to “teach us to pray”. We all need a little help. The Contact in July
2020 took us through praying the Lord’s prayer. It is worth revisiting this or having a look if
you didn’t see it the first time.  A wonderful book by Pete Greig “How to Pray – a simple
guide for normal people” is based on this prayer but presents it in a format that you may
find works better for you. It is well worth a read!

Prayer  

Shirley

P.R.A.Y – Pause, Rejoice, Ask, Yield.
Pause - Be still and know that I am God (Psalm 46:10). 
Stop - Take time to sit quietly and be still. Breathe deeply and slowly and refocus your
scattered thoughts in the presence of God. Empty your mind of all the things you
have to do and give this time to God.
Rejoice -  Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: rejoice! (Philippians 4:4)
Let us worship and adore God for who He is. Let us thank him for all He has done –
remember “Your Father in heaven loves you, knows you, and interprets your heart
perfectly” . You may find it useful to read a psalm or play one of your favourite hymns.
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Debi Dunn

Father God 
Thank you for the gift of prayer, that through it, we can build our relationship with you
but also join in with a world-wide Christian family. You do not care about the quality or
the quantity of our prayers – there is no superior way to pray, in fact the simpler the
better and once we start your Holy Spirit will guide us and help us. Give us the desire to
want to talk to you, to share with you, to celebrate with you, seek comfort, protection
and guidance from you. In the loving name of Jesus Christ your Son we pray this Amen

Pray for Afghanistan
O God of mercy and of peace, We hold before You the peoples of Afghanistan.
Be living bread to those who are hungry each day
Be healing and wholeness to those who have no access to health care amidst the ravages of
pandemic
Be their true home to all who have been displaced
Be open arms of loving acceptance to those who fear because of their gender, ethnicity,
religious or political views
Be peace to those engaged in armed conflict and those who live within its shadow.
Turn our hearts and minds to Your ways of just and gentle peace,
Open our eyes to see You in all acts of compassionate care
Strengthen our hearts to step out in solidarity with Your suffering people and hold us all in
Your unfailing love. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, who emptied himself of all but love
in order to bring life in all its fullness. Amen

Written by Ramani Leathard, Christian Aid's Head of Region for South East Asia and Afghanistan.

Ask - Ask and it will be given to you (Matt. 7:7).
Ask God for everything no matter how trivial! Ask Him to meet not only your own needs but ask on behalf
of others too. Remember, God already knows what is on our hearts and what we need before we ask Him.
Yield - Offer every part of yourself to Him as an instrument of righteousness’ (Rom. 6:13). 
Let us contemplate, listen to what God has to say to us and let us ask for forgiveness from our sins. Then
“wait and trust for the light and hope to come” 

Copyright © Pete Greig, 2019 Published by Hodder & Stoughton



Prayer  

I think this prayer from Ghana is a wonderful
example about praying to God in all situations
for all things, nothing is too trivial! Every
worry, every temptation, every thought and
observation - keep Him near in our day to day.  

The Motor Under Me is Running Hot 
Lord,
there are twenty-eight people 
and lots of luggage in the truck.
Underneath are my bad tyres,
The brakes are unreliable.
Unfortunately I have no money,
And parts are difficult to get,Lord,
I did not overload the truck,Lord,
“Jesus is mine”
Is written on the vehicle,
For without Him I would not drive a single mile.
The people in the back are relying on me.
They trust me because they see the words:
“Jesus is mine.”Lord,
I trust you!
First comes the straight road
with little danger,
I can keep my eyes on the women,
children and chickens in the village.
But soon the road begins to turn,
it goes up and down,
it jumps and dances
this death road to Kumasi.
Tractors carrying mahogany trucks drive
as if there were no right or left.
Lord,
Kumasi is the temptation
to take more people than we should.
Let’s overcome it!

Shirley 

The road to Accra is another problem.
Truck drivers try to beat the record,
although the road is poor
and has many holes 
and there are many curves
before we come to the hills.
And finally, to Akwasim.
Passing large Churches in every village,
I am reminded of you, and in reverence
I take off my hat.
Now downhill in second gear.

Ghana - An African Prayer Book – Thanksgiving pg.72
Copyright © 1995 by Desmond Tutu.

Published by Doubleday.

Praying  
It doesn’t have to be 
the blue iris, it could be
weeds in a vacant lot, or a few
small stones; just
pay attention, then patch 
a few words together and don’t try 
to make them elaborate, this isn’t
a contest but the doorway
into thanks, and a silence in which
another voice may speak.
Mary Oliver (1937 – 2019) “Praying” in Thirst (Boston:

Beacon Press, 2006), p.37.

I have heard it said that God has only one answer to
prayer – Trust Me.                                                     Anonymous

 
Any burden too small to be turned into a prayer is
too small to be made into a burden – 

Corrie Ten Boom
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PRAYER MINISTRY IN DUNDONALD. 
Every week on our Church website you can find helpful prayers and reflections for the week

ahead provided by the Presbytery Prayer Promoters’ Group, written by our own 
Christine Stewart. dundonaldonline.org.uk/prayer-booklet..  

Also, you can give prayer requests to the confidential prayer team 
(Rev Lynsey 850243, Debi Dunn 851212) and there will soon be the opportunity to meet
together in the Church for intercessory prayer for our world, our Church and its people.



They embraced life in their new surroundings joining the local Church, the Badminton & Curling Clubs, the
Farmers’ Society and Mary enjoyed the Rural too.  They were very fortunate to have good neighbours who
became lifelong friends.  She worked hard on the farm feeding calves, milking cows and feeding the many
helpers at hay-time and harvest.  She was a great cook and baker; it’s fair to say that no one ever left
Ploughland hungry.  The farm kitchen was also the high dependency unit for poorly pet lambs who were
grateful of the heat from the Rayburn.  She loved her family and was delighted when Margaret & Gemmill
married extending her motherly love onto Bill & Shona.  She was involved in hosting the Irish Ladies from
Dundonald WI, keeping in contact with friends made through these exchanges.  She was a great support to
John when he was asked to reform the 1st Dundonald BB Company some 50 years ago….(the BB put the
Company Colours in the Church for Mary’s funeral). 
Sadly and suddenly in 1996, Mary lost her husband & best friend.  She did so well in the years that
followed and with the help of friends kept herself busy.  The Church was a big part of her life and she was
a keen volunteer for the Crèche, Flower and Car Rotas.  In the Rural she was a willing committee member
and volunteered for the WRVS at Crosshouse Hospital.   Mary was a loving & much loved Gran to Hannah,
Steven & Kathryn and took great delight in watching them grow up.  She really appreciated that they all
lived locally, frequently popping in to see her with her Great-Grand children Carter, Brady, Jack, Lucy &
Rory.  She often said, “I’m so lucky that they’re all so close by”.  During lockdown she enjoyed the online
Church service & the Contact magazine.  
There’s a story she told from her school days, when she was chastised not once but twice for telling the
teacher, when asked, that her initials were MMM.  The teacher assumed she was being “cheeky”.  At her
80th Birthday celebration Gemmill took the opportunity to rewrite the script.  Yes, her initials were MMM
but they stood for Mary’s a Marvellous Mum.  Mary slipped away peacefully on the 22nd of June…. her
husband John’s birthday.  Proverbs 3: 4-5 is so fitting when we think about her life & faith.  To love & trust
God with all your heart simply means that your life, your centre of being is filled with devotion to God that
flows in compassion to others……this was Mary.  She was a woman who cared, was selfless in attitude,
went that extra mile & who will be remembered for her gentleness, grace, love & kindness of Spirit.

Mary Motion Jack (nee Montgomery) was born 10th of July 1930 at
Meadowhead Farm, in West Kilbride and was the 3rd child of five. She
attended West Kilbride Primary School followed by Ardrossan Academy.
On leaving school Mary went to Dough School in Glasgow and was a
member of Largs Young Farmers Club. In fact the one and only time that
Mary would use a passport was on a Young Farmers trip to Holland.  On
22nd of December 1954 she married John who she affectionately called
Jock “Joak”. They started married life at the family farm in West Kilbride
and had two children Margaret & Gemmill. In 1958 John & Mary took over
the tenancy of the smallholding at No1 Ploughland with very, very little.
They worked hard as a team to make it grow and become a success.  

Mary Motion Jack: 10th July 1930 - 22nd June 2021 
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S P E C I A L  M E M O R I E S

When I captured this moment in time, I knew it would be
an image I would treasure forever. However, I also knew
that if Gran saw it she would just think, “That’s just my
hands, why take a photograph of them?” She was always
one for a more traditional photograph and I would give a
giggle when she tried to compliment my attempts at a
more creative approach. In my heart though, I just loved
what this image stood for.  And although Gran never did
see this photograph, it will be treasured right now in this
moment in time and forever in the future as this one
photograph tells so many stories.



Humphrey grew up with his twin sister Lyn in Saltcoats and was educated at
Ardrossan Academy,  where he played rugby and began his lifelong love of
golf as well as his interest in amateur dramatics and performing. 

He met his soulmate and wife to be Liz, when he was 19 and she was 17 and
they married three years later. They moved in 1978 from their first home in
Clarkston,  Glasgow to Troon where Liz and Humphrey joined the
congregation of St Meddans Church. For many years Humphrey took part in
the St Meddans Church Pantos and the Entertainment Group. He  also became
a leader at the St Meddans Youth  Club. Humphrey and Liz welcomed their
first child, Viki in 1979 followed by son, Barry, in 1981 and second son Craig in
1983. 
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Humphrey Robertson: 13th March 1954 - 28th June 2021

 His working life started in sales at The Glasgow Meat Market before joining the family business, John
Robertson & Sons (Hamcurers), known today as Robertson’s Fine Foods, renowned for their fabulous
sausages! Humphrey formally retired in 2017 but still continued to take an active part in the business.

He lived life to the max and in addition to Golf he also loved running and at the age of 50 managed a half
marathon. In recent years he had to swap running, weight training and mountain biking  for an electric bike
and yoga, as keeping fit, even after his Myeloma diagnosis 11 years ago,  was very important to him. 

His eldest grandson was only 4 when Humphrey was diagnosed with cancer but in the last 11 years he was
delighted to welcome another six grandchildren of whom he was extremely proud and even when not
feeling his best, he always had time for them. There were so many important people in Humphrey’s life and
the family were very touched by the number of people who reached out to them with wonderful messages
about Humphrey and what he meant to them.

His faith was extremely important to him and although he and Liz only joined Dundonald Parish Church in
2019 the support and comfort he got from his Church family was much appreciated. He particularly
enjoyed the Book Club that took place on Zoom looking at Luke & Acts followed by John's Gospel and
then Philippians in the last few months with it's recurring message of joy - his faith and enthusiasm didn’t
falter despite his failing health ... he lived life to the full and experienced the joy that comes from Jesus.

The Hands Of Our Gran
These hands held a pencil and school bag on her first day at school. 

These hands held ration books and saved tokens to buy sweeties during WW2. 
These hands held a hockey stick at Ardrossan Academy – braving the Scottish elements I’m sure. 

These hands held many a rolling pin during their time at Dough School. 
These hands held on tight to bicycle handlebars whilst cycling around parts of Scotland with her girlfriends.

These hands were held when a proposal of marriage & unconditional love came from Grandpa Jack. 
These hands carried a beautiful bridal bouquet on 22nd December 1954 as their next chapter began.

These hands nursed and held two beautiful children, three grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
These hands carried many a calf pail, fed numerous hens and milked a lot of cows. 

These hands were covered in fresh dirt while bedding new plants & flowers to bloom and enjoy. 
These hands made many pancakes, too many to mention, that became famous with our nearest and dearest. 
These hands saw many things, helped Gran to achieve many dreams and were filled with the utmost love.  

They were just a little, tiny part of a truly caring and wonderful lady, our Gran.  
 



 They married on the 16th of September 1960 at Tarbolton Parish Church and their wedding reception at
the community centre wasn’t one to forget when there was a ‘black-out’! I’m sure there was still plenty of
fun and celebration to be had even if you couldn’t see the handsome bride and groom. Ian and Rose were
61 years married which was a wonderful achievement. They had two children together Moira and John
and Rose adored her granddaugters: Elaine Rose and Carol Annie and Grandsons: John and Steven. Rose
was also blessed with great grandchildren: Bailie and Evie. 

Rose had many jobs in her adult life from the buses, to working in Finefare and then catering with her
daughter Moira in Beachams social club. Rose had a love of the bowling and was well known in the village
of Dundonald for her bowling skills. She also loved the bingo, knitting, having a good dance and wee dram
at the bowling club.

Rose died on her 82nd birthday on the 26th of May 2021 in Lizdean nursing home in Kilmarnock.
The family are so thankful for the care, support and love Rose received in her final years of life....especially
during the period they were unable to visit regularly during COVID.  

When we really know someone and love someone it is such a precious thing, and it is sometimes the little
things, and seemingly insignificant things, that come to mean so much in our memories when we feel the
pain of loss. It is the quiet moment, or the silly laughter, or the moments of fun that was shared with Rose
that can bring some smiles at this otherwise difficult time.  It is also one of the wonders of life that we
share this understanding that God’s knowledge of each one of us is greater than even our own knowledge
of ourselves. God knew and loved Rose inside out, and now welcomes her home. God also knows our own
thoughts and fears and pains, and longs to come into those empty spaces to fill us with his strength and
hope, that we might go on to continue to love and laugh and accept this great gift of life.

Rose was born, Jessie Davidson Martin, in Tarbolton on the 26th May
1939. She was the oldest of George and Annie Martin’s 5 children (Jessie,
Hugh, twins Elma and Irene and Elizabeth). How did Jessie become a Rose?
Because as a young girl she had apple Rosie cheeks!
The day Rose met her husband to be (John Lister - Ian), she had a rose
brooch on her jacket, Ian had got on a bus and sat down....little did he
know he had sat on Rose’s special seat on the bus as Rose worked on the
busses at this time.....how romance blossomed after she threatened to
throw him off the bus will maybe be a secret that stays between Ian and
Rose. 
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Rose Litster:  26th May 1939 - 26th May 2021 

A Prayer from the Heart
  Take us and break us and help us to shine, 

forever for Thee in this world of Thine,
  Help us to live our lives to please, 

none other Lord only Thee.
  May Thy Spirit and Word alone be our guide, 

may we seek to live close by Thy side,
  Fill our hearts until they o'er flow, 

with the love that You bestow.
  Help us draw closer day after day, 

until we reflect Thy Divine Way,
  Help us to live our lives to please, 

none other Lord only Thee.  
                    Anchored Magazine



FAVOURITE HYMN TUNES - CRIMOND                    MARIEA BLACK

Over the next few months I will be letting you know the history and origins of some of our long-loved
hymn tunes.

Recently, it was brought to my attention that we seem to have moved from the old original tune for
Psalm 23 - The Lord is my Shepherd.  As a congregation we now embrace the Stuart Townend version
and I have wondered why ... the conclusion I have come to is that the new modern tune is easier to sing,
and indeed, play!  It also transfers to Praise Band playing quite well.  My thought is - will it stand the
test of time as Crimond has?

Crimond was written in 1872 by Jessie Seymour Irvine ( 1836-1887). Jessie was the daughter of Rev
Alexander Irvine, Parish Minister of Crimond Parish Church in Aberdeenshire.  Jessie has been
described as one "in a strong Scottish tradition of talented amateurs who tended to produce metrical
psalm tunes rather than hymn tunes composed in England!"  And what a talented amateur she was! 
 How many weddings and funerals have had Crimond included in their services over the years? 

Other tunes for Psalm 23 include Wiltshire, Orlington, Brother James Air, and our own Choir version
to 'the Lament on the death of Rev Archie Beaton' composed by the late John Mason MBE.

"Crimond" a favourite of Jim Ritchie is a tune destined to last "for aye". 
If you have a favourite hymn tune you want to know more about, let me know.

Blessings to you all, Mariea 

PANDEMIC PRAYERS CONTINUE ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY EACH SUNDAY AT 7PM

Each Sunday 15 Christian Churches and organisations across the country  join
together in prayer and reflection in response to the pandemic. and continue to
answer the call to pray. 
Moderator, Lord Wallace, says  "Let us not forget that behind each death there is
a grieving family and friends; behind each hospitalisation there will be a
suffering patient, an anxious family and a caring and skilled medical team. 
And behind each vaccination the skill of the scientists' research and those who
make distribution and vaccination possible. Let us remember those in countries
who still wait anxiously for vaccines to arrive. A pattern has been set for us, lived
out in Jesus Christ, made possible by the Spirit. May we follow in His way, and be
guided by the one over-riding rule of love in all that we say and do."
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Jessie Seymour Irvine

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me, the quiet waters by.

 

My soul he doth restore again, And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness, E'en for his own name's sake.

 



 

 Every branch that does bear fruit He prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. John 15:2
 

Roses must be the loveliest of all the summer flowers.  Their bright, soft petals wrap around so
perfectly to create a huge variety of fragrant blooms that bring beauty and delight to any garden.
But have you ever seen a rose bush in winter? A few ugly sticks, covered in vicious thorns,
protrude out of the ground in a stark and dismal cluster, no fragrance, no blooms, just empty stalks.
Have you had seasons in your life where you felt like an ugly, empty stalk?  Have you felt the pain
of things in your life being cut away?  The last year and a half may have felt like such a season. 
 Perhaps in the loneliness of social distancing, the confusion of so many new rules and the
worrying uncertainties, you felt like God had abandoned you.  Nothing could be further from the
truth.
Every keen gardener knows that winter is an important time for roses, a time to rest from flowering
and to be reshaped to keep them healthy.  Without drastic pruning, they simply would  not be the
best roses they can be, and the same is true for us.
During our own winter seasons, God is at work pruning us and cutting off the unfruitful branches
in our lives so that we will be even more fruitful (John 15:2).  But there are times and perhaps there
have been many of these moments for all of us during this pandemic when He takes away
seemingly good things, branches that do bear fruit.  These painful and confusing seasons are all
part of His loving care, His desire is always to make our lives more beautiful,more fruitful and more
glorifying to Him.
As some restrictions start to ease and we welcome in summer, along with the beautiful blooms  it
brings, let us remember that our Gardener has been using this season for our good.  We may not
see it yet, but out of this challenging season He will produce fruit in us beyond what we thought
was possible.

                               Debbi Fralick, Our Daily Bread Ministries women's Bible conference speaker.
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Thank you to all who contributed and
donated to the Flower Fund in 

June
Christine Stewart, Frances Mavor,

Jean Gray, Pam Kavanagh, Laura Fergusson
July

Rosalie Hemingway, Helen Munn, 
Janette Caldwell/Moreen Linton
Anne FitzGerald, Elaine Grant 

August
Sandy Parker, Maggie Kuczynski,

Ann Ferguson, Flower Fund 
  Sheila Payne

Shirley



Dundonald

GOD MOMENTS                                    Rev. Glenda Keating
During the month of July I was honoured and blessed to lead a service of worship in Dundonald
Church. I spoke that day about Jacob in the book of Genesis (28:16) who met with God in a dream. He
said when he woke up, “Surely God is in this place and I did not know it.” I shared with the congregation
some of my own ‘God Moments’. Those times when I just knew that it could not be coincidence, that it
had to be God speaking to me. Over many years ‘God Moments’ have become a huge part of who I am.
I like to share them with everyone and everywhere as often as I can! I had no idea at the time of
preaching this sermon in July that it would have such an impact on quite a few people, proving that
God was indeed in that place! To God be the glory and praise! I have been, once again, truly blessed.
Now retired, I cherish the times I can preach the Word of God. However, there have been times that I
felt I even bored myself, never mind the congregation! I have felt deeply unsatisfied. If this happens it
would be easy to just laugh it off and walk away and say I will do better next time. But I choose to
believe it is a teaching moment from the Lord to me! It always takes me to prayer, a ‘God Moment’
indeed, teaching me humility!  Those precious times, good and bad are ‘God Moments’.
In sharing some of my ‘God Moments’ I hope to encourage you all to learn to recognise them in every
aspect of life. Good times and bad, positive experiences and negative ones can always be used to bear
witness to our faith and can only help us all on our Christian journey. You may not want to preach a
sermon but you can share your own ‘God Moments’ with those whom you meet or in the pages of our
Church magazine. I know many of us would love to hear your ‘God Moments'. Please share and help us
all to grow in faith and love.  
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Floyd's is open to all people to
access, including anyone who would
like support, friendship and/or
signposting to other services and
help. We will have access to WIFI
and a computer/ printer so we can
help people with forms and
applications too. Parents will be
welcome to come along after school
drop-off and in the future we will
run helpful courses (in conjunction
with South Ayrshire Council). The
vision is that the community hub
may eventually be available several
days a week and perhaps in tandem
with a parent/toddler group.
We will be putting a rota together
soon and will be complying fully
with government regulations. 
 Volunteers to bake for Monday
morning would be great (having a
food hygiene certificate would be
advantageous). 

The foodbank has been operational over the last couple 
of months within the Montgomerie Hall and it has been

emphasised that this service will remain 
highly confidential and a safe space.



 In the vicinity of the castle, though its
whereabouts are not entirely known, was a
chapel dedicated to St. Ninian. There are
many references to the chapel in many books
and the St. Ninian’s Way leads from Paisley
Abbey all the way to Whithorn.
The walls of the present Castle would be
partly built using the stone from the previous
building which would be lying around the site
or in broken walls. There is also evidence that
the builders used around 15ft of the walls of
the previous building on which to construct
the new Castle, saving a great deal of time and
money. The vaulted ceiling is however a
different matter, the  thin pieces of 
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whinstone which interlock to form the arched ceiling would have to be mined in a special quarry and we
know there was such a quarry in the area. They built a wooden profile frame which supported the arches
until the keystone, or topmost stone was in place, locking the whole arch together. The frame was then
removed and the arch stayed put. The ceiling to the Laigh Hall, although patched a bit, is still to be seen
today in its original condition, a credit to the tradesmen who built it. Unfortunately the Great Hall has
lost its roof.

It is said that Dundonald Castle was the favourite of Robert II and he died there in 1390 although his
body was taken to Scone for burial. The Castle remained in the possession of the Royal House until 
1527 although it was gradually used less and less as more ornate and comfortable palaces were built
such as Falkland and Linlithgow and of course Stirling and Edinburgh. Latterly, Dundonald was handed
over to a custodian and eventually it was sold by James V to the Wallaces of Craigie, descendants of
William Wallace, and a powerful West of Scotland family. By this time the castle was probably showing
its age and the Wallace's seem to have decided to build themselves a new house on their newly acquired
property. In these days there was no interest in preserving old buildings no matter their historical
significance and the best and cheapest source of building materials was stone from an old building. The
Wallace’s probably removed the roof timbers and the slating and they certainly took the best of the
stone from the Castle and transported it to their new site at Old Auchans which lies about l/2 mile west
of Dundonald beside the Troon road.

The Wallace’s owned the property until the middle of the 17th century when they were forced to sell,
possibly as a result of their strong support for the National Covenant which brought them into conflict
with authority. They sold their Dundonald estate to the Cochranes, another powerful Scottish family,
who, as result of their support of the Restoration of the Stewarts in 1660, were raised to the peerage
and took the title Earls of Dundonald.  The Cochranes were the most amazing family with many
illustrious members who reached the highest levels In their chosen sphere. They were Generals and
Advocates and most famous of all, included the 10th Earl who was a brilliant, swashbuckling seafarer of
the time of Nelson being involved in many victories of sea.   When he fell out with the Admiralty he was
offered a post by the Chilean Government and has the distinction of being the founder of the Chilean
Navy. He also advised Brazil on the founding of their navy.

DUNDONALD CASTLE  I R E N E  M C M I L L A N



15 | Contact Magazine

The Cochranes sold Old Auchans to the Montgomeries of Eglinton who used it as a dower house, the most
famous resident being Lady Susanna, Dowager Countess of Eglinton who lived there in her later years,
dying there in 1780 aged 91.  She was the daughter of Sir Archibald Kennedy of Culzean, a great beauty in
her day, although reputed to be very eccentric. It was at Old Auchans that she entertained Dr Samuel
Johnson and James Boswell when they were setting out on their tour to the Hebrides in 1773. Boswell and
Johnson had been visiting Dundonald Castle which was probably in a state much as you see it today and
Johnson was greatly amused by the humble accommodation of Scotland’s ‘King Bob’.  Lady Susanna was
also reputed to have at her command a number of rats who lived in the walls of the house. By tapping on the
walls she would summon them to come out and dine with her and after supper she would send them back
again. She claimed that they gave her greater pleasure than all the members of Edinburgh Society with
whom she consorted in her younger days. 

In 1819 New Auchans House was built by the Earl of Eglinton and the house was tenanted by the Coats of
Paisley family, the Beattie banking family and the Vernon family. In 1947 the Eglintons sold the land and
buildings to the Earl of Dundonald and in 1950 the castle was given to the State. The castle had lain in ruins
for many centuries, not even deserving a mention by Robert Burns who lived not far away and must have
passed by many times on his way to Irvine. The villagers grazed their cattle on the hill and indeed a cow was
found in the dungeon during the excavations.  Soil built up on the walls and the masonry crumbled and, in
spite of attempts over the years to halt the deterioration, there was not enough money or desire to make
any impression. Happily, in 1985 Historic Scotland took on the task of consolidation and preservation.
Historic Scotland do not restore buildings, they make them safe for visitors and attempt to halt the
deterioration to preserve the structure for future generations. They also facilitated an archaeological
survey of the site and it is mainly on that survey that we now base our knowledge of the site.

We recently received these messages from Rev Glory:

"Here at Mdyaka we are fine except that our main Church at Chiole is shaky … any time the roof can
collapse because of termites. To avoid accident we cannot use the Church until we can repair the damaged
roof.
"Last year we did fundraising to have the Church building pointed and other repairs leaving the roof
untouched because it looked strong. We didn't know that the termites had already eaten the inside of the
planks because soft wood had been used (pine trees). "My fear is that if we delay to renovate, the coming of
the rains will destroy the whole Church.  All carpenters are telling us that the only solution is to remove the
whole roof and replace it with a new one of which the whole quotation cost is up to 4 million (£4,000).
"If we can dedicate ourselves with God's guidance, we can manage to find 1 million in three months time -
most of my congregation are subsistence farmers and cannot afford to give much and this makes me fail to
sleep because if the Church falls people will laugh at us as Christians. Please please, help me in prayers and
knowledge too so that our God should be praised."

Thankfully as a Church we were blessed to be able to send funds to cover half of their costs and Rev Glory
responded very graciously:

"Praise God! Thank you very much for coming to help us and aiding the work of God to be carried on.  May
God's continued blessings be upon you our partners.  I had a very busy week making sure that things are in
order in readiness for the ring beam construction to protect against termites.  I was up and down with
fundraising forms trying to raise funds as the day for our main fundraising is drawing closer and closer.
Thank you very much for the love, tender and care which you always show to us in times of crisis.  
May our good Lord bless you abundantly and enlarge your territory in all areas of your lives.

MALAWI TERMITE DISASTER !
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THE CHARACTER OF GOD
Adapted from God is Love, Reflections on the Character of God by Oswald
Chambers  

 In Creation.  His voice is on the rolling air, we see Him in the rising and setting of the sun.
  In the singing of the birds and in the love of human hearts, the voice of God is present.

 

  In His Wisdom. God created us out of His overflowing love and goodness, and He made us able to receive
all the blessedness which He had ordained for us.  He thought us in the rapture of His own heart.

 

  In His Power.  The whole world moves to God's great, inscrutable will.  For in Him all things
  were created, things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers

  or rulers or authorities, all things have been created through Him and for Him (Colossians 1:16).
 

  In His Holiness.  God walked and talked with mankind, He showed them the path in which 
  they must walk in order to enjoy the happiness God had ordained for them.

 

  In His Justice.  God showed to humanity that compliance with His dictates would always mean eternal 
bliss and unspeakable joy, life and knowledge forever.  But failure to comply would mean the los of life 

with God and eternal death.
 

  In the world's bright morning, the stars sang together, and all creation leaped in joy.  Then the
  desolation of disobedience, pride and sinfulness entered, opening a great gulf between God and

  His children.  But God came to us.  The gift of His only Son surely reveals His love in an
  amazing degree.  He who did not spare his own Son, but ave Him up for us all, how will He not

  also, along with Him, graciously give us all things? (Romans 8:32).
 

 

As well as Lilian we would like to thank the Gray family and Gemmill Jack for filling in a few more
names of Elders. The photo was taken in 1967 (described in Bobby Kirk's book on Dundonald.) 

Many thanks for everyone's help (there is a query over no 27 still, also 28 and 32!) 
1.George McGee  2. Jimmy Fife  3. Bessie MacIllroy  4. Rev Willie Barclay  5. Rev Archie Beaton 6. Jean Slaven 
 7. Gibby Roache  8. Agnes Taylor  9. Mr McKenzie 10. Willie Johnston 11. Bobby Kirk  12. George Tannock  

13. David McLean  14. Andrew Hood  15. John Jack 16. Aitken Johnson  17. Alan McLean 18. Alan Shaw 
19. Hughie Henderson  20. Mr Todd  21. Bill Johnston (Organist)  22. Davie Richmond 23. Andrew Young  
24. Willie Adrain  25. Alex Slaven  26. George Parker 27. ?  28. ? Lt Col. R.A. Myatt, CO, Dundonald Camp? 
29. Freddie McCracken  30. John Gray  31. Mr. McIllroy  32. ?  33. Campbell Hall  34. Freddie Stevenson  

35. Davie Caldwell  36. Harry McKay  37. Fred Lovatt  38. Robert Fraser
 



Theme Songs for Bible Characters
Noah:  “Raindrops Keep Falling on My Head”
Adam and Eve:   “Strangers in Paradise”
Lazarus: “The Second Time Around”
Esther: “I Feel Pretty”
Job: “I’ve Got a Right to Sing the Blues”
Moses: “The Wanderer”
Samson: “Hair”
Daniel: “The Lion Sleeps Tonight”
Joshua: “Good Vibrations”
Peter: “I’m Sorry”
Esau: “Born To Be Wild”
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: “Great Balls
of Fire!”
The Three Kings: “When You Wish Upon a Star”
Jonah: “Got a Whale of a Tale”
Elijah: “Up, Up, and Away”
Methuselah: “Stayin’ Alive”
Nebuchadnezzar: “Crazy”

Smilers

God can heal a broken heart but He has to have all the pieces
A boy once said to God, “I've been thinking, and I know what I want when I 
become a man.” He proceeded to give God his list, to live in a big house with 
two Saint Bernards and a garden, marry a blue-eyed, tall, beautiful woman, 
have three sons, one who would be a senator one a scientist and one an 
Olympic gold medalist. He also wanted to be an adventurer who climbed tall 
mountains and to drive a red Ferrari.
As it turned out, the boy hurt his knee one day while playing football. He no 
longer could climb trees, much less mountains. He married a beautiful and kind 
woman who was short with brown eyes. Because of his business he lived in a city 
apartment, took taxis and travelled on the underground. He had three loving 
daughters and they adopted a fluffy cat. One daughter became a nurse, another an 
artist and the third a music teacher.
One morning the man awoke and remembered his boyhood dream. He became extremely depressed
so depressed that he became very ill. Close to death from a broken heart, he called out to God,
“Remember when I was a boy and told you all the things I wanted? Why didn't you give me those
things?” “I could have” said God, “but I wanted to make you happy.”Remember, God wants the best for
us. Trust him with your whole heart, he is the original heart surgeon. My son, give me your heart.
(Proverbs 23v26)

 God's Little Devotional Book for Everyone, Anchored Church Magazine

Shirley
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“I hurt my arm this morning and went to
hospital for an x-ray! As I was sitting

waiting to be seen, the lad next to me
suddenly says: 'Fair fa' yer honest sonsie
face! Great chieftain o' the puddin race'. 
Startled, I turned to the lady on my other

side who said: Wee, sleekit, cow'rin,
tim'rous beastie, O' what a panic's in thy

breastie' 
Surprised, I asked a doctor walking by – 

'Is this the psychiatric ward?' 
'No,' she says, 'it's the Burns Unit'.

Crosshouse Church Magazine



SMOKED TROUT NICOISE
250g/9oz small new potatoes
100g/4oz green beans trimmed
2 eggs, 1 pack radishes
100g/4oz cherry tomatoes
1 bag baby rocket and watercress salad or favourite salad bag
1 pack olives, 1 pack smoked trout
2 tablespoons balsamic dressing

Simmer potatoes in water with salt for 15-20 minutes until tender, drain and set aside.  Blanch green
beans for 2-3 minutes until tender, then cool.  Boil eggs for 8 minutes, peel and halve.  Scatter the
salad leaves in a large bowl and top with sliced radishes, halved cherry tomatoes, green beans,
potatoes, eggs and olives.  To serve, flake over the trout, drizzle with salad dressing.  Serves 4. 
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CHEESECAKE

85g/3 oz margarine or butter 
1 packet Tuc biscuits, 
1 lemon jelly
180g/6oz Philadelphia cheese,
1 cup sugar 
1 packet dream topping

 Melt margarine, mix in packet of Tuc biscuits crushed. Press into a 7” cake tin. Melt half lemon jelly
in cup of boiling water. Cream Philadelphia cheese and half cup sugar, beat in jelly. Make up dream 
 topping, add to mixture, pour on top of base. Chill and decorate.

BLUEBERRY, ALMOND & LEMON CAKE
150g/5oz butter, plus extra for greasing, 
190g/6.5oz caster sugar
2 Lemons – Finely grate zest to get 2 tsp, then juice to get 2 tbsp  
1 tsp vanilla extract, 3 large eggs, beaten
90g/3oz self-raising flour, sifted
1/8 tsp Salt, 110g/3.5oz ground almonds
200g/7oz blueberries, 70g/2.5oz icing sugar

Preheat oven to 180C Fan. Grease and line loaf tin 11 x 21 cm. Place butter, sugar lemon zest, 1 tbsp
of lemon juice and vanilla in the bowl of food mixer and beat on a high speed for 3-4 minutes, then
lower speed to medium.  Add eggs in small additions, scraping down sides of bowl.  The mix may split a
little, but don’t worry it will come back together. Add flour, salt and almonds, in three additions. Finally,
fold in 150g/5oz of blueberries by hand and pour into prepared loaf tin.  Bake for 15 minutes then
sprinkle remaining 50g/2oz of blueberries over top of cake. Return to oven for another 15 minutes
until the cake is golden brown but still uncooked. Cover loosely with tinfoil and continue to bake for
25-30 minutes until risen and cooked. It's ready when knife comes out clean. Cool in tin for 10 minutes,
then place on a wire rack to cool completely. 
ICING:  Put remaining tbsp of lemon juice into bowl with icing sugar and whisk until smooth. Pour over
cake and gently spread out:  the blueberries on top of the cake will bleed into the icing a little, but don’t
worry, this will add to the look (I suggest you make the icing thicker than above, I found it too thin by
following the amounts in the recipe.)
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tasty treats 
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Rev Lynsey
Mariea Black
Sarah Botham
Debi Dunn 
Rev Glenda Keating
Rev Glory Mazunda
Bob & Irene McMillan 
Kathleen & John Morton 
Sheila Payne
Jane Ritchie
Shirley Shaw
and thank you to those who contributed 
to the Special Memories pages,  

Cover Photo - Shirley Shaw

If you have photos you would like to share in the
magazine please forward to editor at
sandyfrancesm@hotmail.com  

 

Minister:  Rev. Lynsey Brennan 

01563 850243

Lbrennan@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk: Bob Stewart 

bobstewart@rsmarine.co.uk 

Clerk To The Board: Bob McMillan 

gm8Juy@btinternet.com

Treasurer: Sheila Tannock

sheila.tannock@btinternet.com

Organist & Choirmaster: Mariea Black

marieamblack@gmail.com

Church Officer: Hugh Appleby

hughappleby127@btinternet.com

Safeguarding Coordinator: Janice Hardie

Janhardie@hotmail.co.uk

Fabric Convenor: Doug Grant

douglas 968@bt Internet.com

F R A N C E S  M A V O R
EDITOR

sandyfrancesm@hotmail .com

CONTACT US CONTRIBUTORS

https://dundonaldonline.org.uk
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Articles for  OCTOBER Contact

please by  25th Sept 2021

CHARITY NO: SC008482

Shirley

 A Friendly Word
  

 A friendly word when someone's down, 
A comfort when there's doubt

A helping hand along the way and that's what love's about.
 

A little laughter in life's storms with time to share a smile
To show someone the road ahead grows smoother with each

mile.
 

To offer hope when times are hard and watch the sun come out
To show the world you really care  and that's what love's about.

 
                                               Portree Parish Church

I ' m  n o t  a d d i n g  t h i s  y e a r  t o  m y  a g e ,  I  d i d n ' t  u s e  i t .

https://www.facebook.com/DundonaldParishChurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ
http://www.twitter.com/ChurchDundonald
http://www.dundonald-parish-church.com/
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Shirley Saw

New Life Banner
In May of this year this banner for our Church
was completed showing the various positive

activities which the Church had been involved
with, engaging with the local community,

through such challenging times.  
The banner was designed by Frances  and

constructed by Shirley, who within two months
created  and co-ordinated the main elements 
 (including the central cross, the bags, railings,

lettering, media symbols, logos, and decorations
such as the Christingle, daffodils, Autumn

leaves, guitar and wifi). 
A small team of gifted helpers  contributed:

Mary  - hearts with beadwork, 
Christine  - re-sizing/edging of cross-stitch stars,

Pamela  - beadwork on gold stars, 
lace butterflies and rainbow, 

Angela  - choir, mugs and ducks.
 The vibrant banner currently hangs at the front

of the Church, providing a warm & colourful
welcome for those returning to Worship.  Do

please take some time to have a closer look at
the detail, next time you are in Church!

Life and Work also had an online piece in July
under Church of Scotland News. 

BAGS - In Spring 2020 Rev Lynsey and the Church family started distributing Bags of Joy with gifts and
a prayer for those feeling isolated. 
Bags were subsequently given out to nearly 250 children from the village - Early Years to Primary 7:
In Summer, Bags of Fun with gifts and indoor/outdoor family-fun activities including a Duck Hunt
around the village.
In Autumn, Bags of Light with gifts, a Leaf Hunt, a Light Walk and a booklet to share the light of Christ.
In Winter, Bags of Christmas Sparkle included items for making a Christingle, sparkly fun glasses and a
'Be Kind' Advent Calendar.
This Spring/Easter, a Butterfly Hunt around the village with the message of Hope and New Life.  
DISPLAYS - Throughout the year, eye-catching displays were put on the railings outside the Church:
For Remembrance, incorporating poppies knitted by the congregation & community. 
At Christmas, wooden stars decorated by the children (and some adults) to create a Stars of Joy display
with fabulous artwork telling the Christmas Story. 
In the New Year, the message of Hope was conveyed with decorated hearts, printed verses and a large
illuminated sign. 
At Easter, the message of New Life was provided by butterflies, printed verses, hymns and more
stunning artwork by schoolchildren. A large cross comprising a rainbow of colourful CDs was attached
to the main gate.
ONLINE - From the first Sunday of lockdown, services were uploaded to YouTube with daily devotions
and other encouraging messages posted on FaceBook and Twitter.  The Church website was upgraded
and a popular Zoom Book Club was started covering some books of the Bible. 


