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In the worship services up until Easter Sunday we will be looking at the Gospel of John to
remind ourselves of God’s hope-filled promises to us.Through Jesus we can experience a living
hope and a love that is limitless. We have all been asked to 'stay at home’ but ‘home’ is also
where God wants to meet us and get to know us. Listen to this hope-filled passage:
 

“So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and
faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.” John 1:14
 

Jesus wants to make his HOME in the heart of every person and Jesus is full of unfailing love
and faithfulness. It is this living hope that grounds our faith despite our circumstances. If you
want to find out more about this ‘Hope’ why not join our New Year book club (via zoom) meeting
on Monday evenings at 7pm.  Please get in touch too if you would like a small gospel of John
sent to you with a reading plan.

Continuing the ministry and the mission of the Church in lockdown can be challenging and much
time, commitment and dedication goes into each online worship service.  Please therefore take
the time to watch the services as we know when we are staying close to God He gives us the
tools to keep moving forward and worship brings blessings to us despite our circumstances:
                                                                          youtube.com/c/dundonaldparishchurch.
If you are struggling with your faith or need help in your devotions to God please be reminded
we have daily reflections online here:  facebook.com/dundonaldparishchurch

We have also a new ministry called ‘Worship While you Walk’ (W.W.W.)  This is a chance to go
for a pastoral walk 1-1 with myself with an opportunity for prayer and support.  At present I
can’t do any pastoral visitations (in homes) but I would love to hear from people over the phone
or we can arrange a zoom meeting. Please if you need support feel free to get in touch.  I am
never too busy to care or pray. This is a tough time and we need to keep spiritually healthy and
support one another.  Let me leave you today with this wonderful blessing from the Apostle
Paul: 
 

"Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal comfort and a wonderful hope, comfort you and strengthen you in every good thing you do
and say.” 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 NLT.  

                       Peace 

LYNSEY'S LETTERLYNSEY'S LETTER

Happy New Year to you all!
HEARTS OF HOPE

We again find ourselves in challenging circum-
stances with yet another lockdown but despite
this we are moving into the New year focussing on
‘Hope’ because it is ‘Hope’ that helps us to move
forward in life instead of being immersed in fear
and negativity.
 

For those of you that have walked passed the
Church recently you will have seen the ‘hearts of
hope’ display starting to gradually appear with a
clear light sign of ‘Hope’ above the Church porch
and a display on the gates.  Here you will find
images of hopealongside prayers, scripture
readings and thoughtful writings and poems. All
put together to help people stop, reflect and pray
through these tough times. Please consider
creating your own message of ‘Hope’ for the
railing or create and tie on a heart of hope.
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Remember if you don't have a heart :-)  
there are a few MDF ones, as well as several designs of adult colouring sheets, all with the

theme of HOPE (a lovely example below) which can be picked up from the Manse porch and

returned there after decoration, ready to be varnished/laminated. There are also some

bags available, each containing a paper heart, sticky back plastic to cover it once decorated

& ribbon, should anybody not have their own resources; these too can be picked up from

the Manse porch and once decorated/covered with the plastic can be hung onto the

chicken wire on the railings outside the Church. There are some ideas in the links below for

you to create your own special one! 

https://www.gathered.how/knitting-and-crochet/knitting/knitted-heart-pattern/

https://raiseyoursword.com/hope-coloring-pages/

https://www.firstpalette.com/printable/hearts.html

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/116038127875008011/

https://www.trueaimeducation.com/valentines-day-bible-craft/

H E A R T S  O F  H O P E !H E A R T S  O F  H O P E !
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Sunday 7th:Sunday 7th:    Jesus Heals the Sick - John 5:1-18Jesus Heals the Sick - John 5:1-18
  

Sunday 14th:Sunday 14th:    Jesus Feeds a Hungry Crowd - John 6:1-15Jesus Feeds a Hungry Crowd - John 6:1-15  
                (Valentine’s Day All-age Worship)(Valentine’s Day All-age Worship)

  

Sunday 21st:Sunday 21st:    Jesus Frees a Guilty Woman - John 8:1-11Jesus Frees a Guilty Woman - John 8:1-11  
(1st Sunday of Lent)(1st Sunday of Lent)

  

Sunday 28th:Sunday 28th:    The Truth will set you Free - John 8:30-59The Truth will set you Free - John 8:30-59  
(2nd Sunday of Lent)(2nd Sunday of Lent)  

 Twas the day after Christmas, when all through the town,
 Every creature was stirring, taking ornaments down.
 The lights were extinguished, the candles all burned,

 Empty boxes abounded wherever you turned.
 

 The childen were cranky, they'd been good for so-o-o long,
 That their innards were bursting to do something wrong.

 The toys of which visions had danced in their heads,
 Lay abandoned in corners, their batteries dead.

 

 When you sprang to the window and opened the sash,
 Your eyes were assaulted with mountains of trash.

 So it's back to the office, to matters in hand,
 As relief, like an aspirin, spreads through the land.

 

 And windows in outline of colours once bright,
 Now returned to dark shadows, as black as the night.

 The fires of warm feelings were beginning to wane,
 Like the hard, icy touch of a cold windowpane.

 

 As the world, like the dread of an overcast day,
 Reverted to form, to its patterns of grey.

 When what, in our wondering ears should we hear,
 But the Word of the Father to be of good cheer. 

 

 To take hold of the light that will never go out,
 And carry it high, and spread it about.

 Throw the holly and the ivy out if you will,
 But the star is before you, follow it still.

 

 The wonder of Christmas, of God coming here,
 Cannot be confined to the end of the year.

 For the light of the manger, which is now packed away,
 Continues to shine and grow brighter each day.

 

 As the people of God respond to His call,
 And take this, the true hope of Christmas to all.

a new year message
 

FEBRUARY SERVICESFEBRUARY SERVICES
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ


Star light
 

This is the time of the Star:
 that shines above us all. 

A little Child in an ox’s stall
holds the hope of a darkened world 

like a ball 
in His fingers curled.

 

This is the time of the Star:
our time to watch and follow 

like the Wise Men of old –
to go through night and shadow 

for a richer gain than gold.
 

Find your peace where the angels sing 
round the head of the infant King,

whatever your troubles are 
This is the time of the Star.

 
by Helen Lawrenson of Wormit and Balmerino Guild

DEATHS - remembering family and friends in our prayers

08.12.20 -  Danny Friels, 5 Woodlea Crescent, Crosshouse
17.12.20  - Berta McDonald, Lizdean Care Home, Kilmarnock
11.01.21  - Ena Ritchie, 67 Kilnford Drive, Dundonald
21.01.21  - Jean Gay, 118 Castleview, Dundonald
27.01.21 - Angus Squire, Westbank Care Home, Troon
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GuildGuild
If you use social media (Facebook), the Guild have themed daily prayers and monthly newsletter. 
If you wish a copy I would be happy to forward the email I receive - please let me know your email address; 
or go on to the website:   https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/serve/the-guild.

I want to share a few pieces from the January newsletter:
“Thanks be to God, and to His name be all glory, praise and honour, and through the strength of the Holy
Spirit may we always seek our constant companion who journeys alongside each of us on the road as we ‘Go
the Extra Mile’ in His name.  And in all things may His will be done. For all times are in His hands. 

In Revelation chapter 1:18 we read: ‘I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore.’ And in
Psalm 31:24: ‘Be strong and take heart all you who hope in the Lord.’ Our hope and faith does not relieve us of
responsibility for our daily tasks and duties.  Instead, it strengthens us to know that God is working through
each one of us and in each task set out before us to journey through, He guides our every footstep.

A d a l i n e  F i n l a y s o nA d a l i n e  F i n l a y s o n

P A R I S H
R E G I S T E R

This is not how I expected the start of 2021.  I was hoping the virus            
would be nearly on its way and out and that we might get to meet as
a Group before the end of the 20/21 session.  But here we are with
the virus still raging.  However, we still have hope as the vaccine is
rolled out country wide.

I hope and pray you are all well and we will get to meet together soon. I pray that
as the vaccine is rolled out, restrictions get lifted, this would enable myself and
the Committee to arrange a syllabus for the start of 21/22 session in October.



In February 2020 Doug and I had a week in Tenerife for
some winter sunshine, towards the end of the week we
heard that a nearby hotel had isolated its guests due to
a mystery virus.  The day before our return the airport
stopped all incoming flights and when we arrived at the
airport we were met with thousands of passengers from
the day before flights, it was chaos, but fortunately they
let us fly out only a few hours late. Our son Roby and his
family were skiing in Italy in February also and they
arrived home the day before a Chinese tourist in Italy
was diagnosed with Covid 19, this was the start of a
massive spread of the disease in Lombardy and the start
of the pandemic in Europe.  How lucky were we all?

Caitlin, Ailsa, Isla

By the end of March 2020 we were in lockdown and hoping that in a few weeks it would all be over, how
wrong can you get?  We then cancelled our holiday in September and decided that staying in Scotland
was the best option.  Luckily the weather in spring was exceptional and we spent our time gardening,
cycling and walking the dog.  We cycled to Irvine Harbour, Troon beach for an ice cream and through
Craigie Village to Kilmarnock and back.  We also did some decorating in the lounge and cleaned out our
cupboards.  

The only drawback was that the Church had to close, however over the months Rev Lynsey started
recording services which could be viewed on-line at home, albeit we missed the singing.  All our local
Clubs closed, The Guild, WRI, Flower club etc. During the lockdown Doug took the opportunity to
arrange for the Church’s main stairwells to be redecorated.  This task had been outstanding for some
time. One of the saddest parts was that we were unable to visit friends and relatives in Nursing Homes. 
 Doug’s aunt, who is 94, and permanently bedridden has not had a visit since February and cannot
understand why - this is so heart breaking.  In addition, we have not been able to visit our near neighbour
and friend Julie Hannah who is also a resident in Dundonald House, however we have been able to speak
to her on the telephone.  

The local golf courses were closed for a while but once they opened Doug made up for lost time.  I started
baking nearly every day to pass the time and it was suggested by Doug that I start a shop.  I have cut
down a lot now as you all know the saying “a moment on the lips…”.  It’s true!!  In July we spent a week in
Markinch in Fife babysitting two of our great grandchildren as Allyx is a student nurse.  She answered the
call to volunteer for 3 months to work in a ward.  After this we went up north but ended up being washed
home due to torrential rain, so much for Scottish summer weather.

By October we were able to attend the Church on a Tuesday afternoon as the services were being
recorded. This was almost back to normal but without the singing!  Christmas was looming and it was our
turn to go to our daughter Carey’s on Christmas day.  We thought long and hard about this as she is a
community nurse working with all sorts of clients.  In the end we decided to stay at home and for the first
time in 54 years we spent the day alone. Thanks to our portal we were able to watch the kids opening
their presents on Christmas morning, but its not he same as giving them a hug.New year came and went
very quietly, so here we are in 2021 and again in lockdown.  We hope it will not be too long before we
have our vaccine and return to a more normal life. We cannot believe it is almost a year it is since the
start of this tragic part of our lives, hopefully it will not be too long before things open again and we can
visit our family and friends.

Please take care of yourselves and stay well. 

Warmest regards, Elaine and Doug.
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LOCKDOWN LIVESLOCKDOWN LIVES
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As a family we have been so blessed during
lockdown to be able to spend time together. Even
when life gets busy (and sometimes chaotic!) with
work and homeschooling our three daughters,
Caitlin, Ailsa and Isla, we never take that gift for
granted. We know how very lucky we are.
Spending time as a family, without the normal
busyness of everyday life, has brought such simple
joy and ‘taking our foot off the pedal’ for a while,
despite the awful reasons for it, has made us slow
down and really appreciate all the very many
blessings in our lives.

When we were shielding during the first lockdown
we were unable to get out for walks in our beloved
woods for three months, but we had lots of
wonderful times from the safety of the 

house and garden: learning to make pizzas from scratch; toasting marshmallows over the firepit; growing
‘yummy’ vegetables; playing lots of silly games and making up new dance moves (much to Caitlin’s horror!). 
 Such simple pleasures but memories to cherish. 

One day I will never forget is our first walk through the woods after the initial lockdown.  On our last walk in
early March, the woodland plants were low to the ground and the views were wide and open; but on that June
day, wild flowers were in bloom, birds were singing, many of the plants were taller than us, and the smell of
regrowth and renewal was intoxicating!  We all stood transfixed and silent just drinking in the sights and
smells and sounds of God’s wonderful creation, so humbling and life-affirming.   In between the two
lockdowns we were so grateful to be able to spend a wonderful afternoon with my lovely mum and dad, in our
bubble, to celebrate their Diamond Wedding Anniversary. The girls were over the moon to see their beloved
Gran and Papa and had great fun trying on gran’s original wedding veil 60 years to the day later!

Our village has always had such an incredible sense of community and it is one of the reasons we love living
here so much. Never has this been truer than during this last year. Our Church, family, friends and community
have all looked out for each other in the most thoughtful of ways: telephone calls and texts; notes through the
door and friendly waves at the windows; Bags of Joy and little treats for the girls … every single gesture was
so much appreciated and reaffirming of God’s goodness at such a difficult time. The weekly online Church
service has been such a great source of comfort and support, and the girls’ have been delighted to see their
friends at Sunday Club and Bible Class.  Every Sunday morning, without fail, Isla chirrups ‘Right it’s time to
Zoom!’. We may not be able to be together physically but we are all so lucky that we can still connect and
share fellowship together.

Of course, we have really missed being in the Castle & Visitor Centre, but keeping the charity going
throughout lockdown with our amazing team, reaching out and supporting our volunteers, regulars and
visitors makes us all feel we are giving, in a small way, a little back to the village.  After each lockdown, as soon
as we reopen our doors, our lovely regulars are on the doorstep, ready for a good blether over a socially-
distanced coffee and cake.
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Like everyone else we are again missing seeing our
family and friends, and as one of life’s huggers, online
versions definitely aren’t the same. We are so looking
forward to a return to some kind of ‘normal’ but, until
then, we remain so thankful for all our blessings and
pray that all our lovely friends in the Church and
beyond stay safe and well.

God bless xx

M
U

M
 &

 D
A

D
G

R
A

N
 &

 P
A

P
A

LOCKDOWN LIVESLOCKDOWN LIVES



We appreciate more than ever where we live. Dundonald has shown it’s true Community spirit during this
pandemic and we have both enjoyed supporting our “not so young’ neighbours”.  Indeed we were grateful
ourselves for the kindness and support from friends and neighbours in December, when we had to isolate
for 10 days having been contacted by Track and Trace. The weather in Spring and early Summer was
glorious and we walked miles with our 2 dogs, discovering local walks we didn’t know of, despite living here
for 29 years now. We spent hours in the garden, planting veg again for the first time since our 3 children left
home. We had more time to watch the birds, who somehow seemed more plentiful and busier this year,
maybe we just had more time for them. They certainly cost us a fortune in bird food!! 

The hardest part of the last 10 months has been missing family. We are lucky to have Fiona and her family in
the village, and being able to help with childcare and therefore still see our two young  granddaughters has
been a joy. Also spending Christmas Day with them.  We have missed Jen and her family who live in
Somerset, very much, although we did get to see them in the Summer.  Baby number 3 is due anytime which
is also very exciting. (ed: joyful news!  Alice Catherine was born on Saturday 30th January!) We are also
missing Tom and his girlfriend who live in Cornwall, although we also got to see them in August during a
brief trip down when we were allowed to travel more freely. We managed a couple of trips away up to the 
 North of Scotland in our camper van and life almost felt normal for a short  while. Not for long though sadly.

Having my  Dad in Westbank Care home in Troon & not being able to hold his hand or give him a hug has 
 been heartbreaking.  I have been able to visit from a distance which has been a comfort as I know others
who haven’t been so fortunate.  Sadly, it is hard to know whether the Covid situation advanced his
dementia, or the natural progression. We will never know ...  though he has still recognised and smiled at
me, and has seemed happy to see me.  

Finding a positive in each day, no matter how small, has sometimes been a challenge, but we generally
manage it. I miss my swimming and we both feel limited by the travel restrictions for exercising the dogs.
But we are spending very little on petrol and have enjoyed socially distanced coffee/cheese and wine get
togethers with neighbours in the garden. Technology has played a huge part in keeping us sane with Zoom
really coming into its own. From family chats, quiz nights, meetings, even Pilates via Zoom,  it has kept us
connected which is so important.  As has the weekly Church service on YouTube which has been vital in
maintaining a connection with my Church family in Dundonald. Lynsey and all those involved will never
fully appreciate how important this has been to so many people. Thank you all of you. In very dark times, the
rainbow of babies being born over these last few months, and those still awaited this year, has brought light
and hope for a brighter tomorrow.  Something we all need as we journey into the unknown of 2021.   

Postscript: 
Sadly Dad passed away peacefully on the 27th of January, yet another tragic statistic of Covid, a true
gentleman to the end.

When Frances asked me if I would  like to write about our
Life in Lockdown, the first thing that came to mind is that,
not only is this our 3rd official Lockdown, but that we have
now been living under the shadow of Covid 19 for over 10
months. It is a thought that would have been simply
inconceivable way back in March 2020, when life changed
forever.

Our lives have changed so much over the last 10 months
that remembering the busy, carefree lives we lived before
have become a distant memory. That said, both Neil and I
feel fortunate in so many ways, that Covid has been an
inconvenience to us, rather than the tragedy it has been
for so many.  So many positives have evolved over the last
10 months and we have learnt to be grateful for the things
we perhaps took for granted before, and also the people.
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Make sure you wash your hands
And wash them good and well

If you're short of soap and water
Then just slap on some gel.

 

And if you're feeling peckish
The cupboard's looking bare
Join the supermarket queue

But never in a pair.
 

Keep Covid-safe and be aware
Track and trace your every move

Be thankful for the little things
Your health and those you love.

 

Jane Ritchie, September 2020

 THE REAL THING!
  Count your blessings instead of your crosses
  Count your gains instead of your losses  
  Count your joys instead of your woes
  Count your friends instead of your foes
  Count your smiles instead of your tears
  Count your hopes instead of your fears
  Count your full years instead of your lean
  Count your kind deeds instead of your mean
  Count your health instead of your wealth
  Count on God instead of yourself.

         Connect The Magazine of the Swansea and Gower
Methodist Churchs

thankthankyouyou

Jennifer and all the Service users
would like to thank Dundonald Parish

Church for the lovely Christmas
Hampers they received. This was very
much appreciated at that time of year.
Hopefully 2021 is a better year for us

all.  Love and Best wishes from us all at
Dundonald Sheltered Housing Unit.
Thank you. Jennifer Hastie, Housing

support worker, Dundonald SHU
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C O U N T  Y O U R
B L E S S I N G S

Alastair McDonald would like to thank
everyone in the congregation who sent
expressions of sympathy following the

recent death of his mother, 
Berta McDonald.  
These were very 
appreciated and 

comforting.

I would like to thank everyone for
the lovely cards, gifts and flowers
I received on the occasion of my
70th birthday. It was very kind 

and thoughtful of you to 
remember my special day 

and very much 
appreciated.

           Yvonne Cain Cain 

Please pass on our sincere thanks to the
members of Dundonald Church for the
lovely flowers, cards and kind messages

sent to us over the past three months.
They were all so appreciated and

continue to help us navigate a route
through our loss. 
Gary and Anne 

Tweedie x

KEEP

Thank you so much for the lovely
Christmas goodies you handed in from the
Church.  They are very much appreciated.  

I feel really blessed to belong to such a
kind and caring Church and community.  

I wish all my Church friends a healthy and 
Happy New Year and hope we can 

look forward to better times 
in 2021

Yours sincerely,  
Mary Jack

I feel that it is right that I write to express our
thanks and pleasure on receiving a beautiful

bunch of roses, relative to my birthday!  
 Living, as we do, far away from everybody
and all amenities, it is comforting to know
that we are in your thoughts, and we hope

that our thanks will be 
passed on to all concerned. 

Kind Regards, 
Reg & Maureen 

Lowther 



G E M M I L L  J A C K

Thank you God for the joys of winter

For skidding, ice and frost, 

for snow and winter sports, 

for warm houses and families, 

for pets to keep us joyful.  

We thank you Heavenly Father, 

Amen
 

Rachel Bunting,  Children's prayers, 
The Lion Prayer Collection,  compiled by Mary Bachelor.

Dundonald Curling Club was celebrating its Bicentenary in 2020 but we were unable to curl this
season at Ayr Ice rink because of Covid restrictions. We only dared to dream that a long cold
spell of weather would possibly make outdoor curling an option.

Over New Year temperatures dropped and we gathered up a dozen or so old curling stones and
notified our members that we were able to curl outdoors. Around 30 curlers equipped with
picnics and liquid refreshments gathered at Newfield pond to experience for many a once in a
lifetime event!

The last recorded date of curling at Newfield was 1932-33 when the Finnie Kettle was
contested between clubs from north of Dundonald parish against clubs in south of parish!

These photos are from outdoor curling on Newfield pond on 4th January just hours before
another country wide lockdown. We had to act quickly when we realised that the ice was thick
enough to curl on, despite a few alarming CRACKS!!

DUNDONALD CURLING CLUBDUNDONALD CURLING CLUB
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FINDING GOD IN THE DISRUPTION OF
CHRISTMAS 2020

There are few Psalms as personal and real as Psalm 23.  
It records David's experience of God as his Shepherd going through the dark times.  

In the midst of the effects of a global pandemic 
this Psalm speaks to the fears that can overwhelm us.

 

  He knows me
  The Lord is my shepherd – Just as a good shepherd knows every sheep in his flock, 

so God knows each one of us intimately.
 

  He provides for me
  He makes me lie down in green pastures – Just as the shepherd knows the needs of his sheep,

so God will provide what we need in our lives and circumstances.
 

  He guides me
  He guides me along the right paths – Just as the shepherd leads the sheep to the best

pastures, so God provides the best for us, as we listen and follow Him.
 

  He protects me
  Even though I walk through the darkest valley – Just as the sheep have no need to fear danger

when following the shepherd, so we live knowing God's presence and protection.
 

  He comforts me
Your rod and your staff, they comfort me – As the shepherd's rod defends the 

sheep, and the staff enables him to control the sheep, so God comforts us through
 His word and discipline.

 

  The final verses of the Psalm  offer the security of knowing that 
our lives are in His hands, even through death, 

as He leads us to the home we've been looking for all our lives.
 

  Some years ago, a great actor was asked to recite Psalm 23, but asked one of the other
guests to do the same.  His remarkable rendition was followed by the other man, an older

Christian speaking from the heart.  Afterwards the actor said 
“The difference between us is that I know the Psalm, but he knows the shepherd.”
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PSALM 23 – A PSALM FOR THE PANDEMICPSALM 23 – A PSALM FOR THE PANDEMIC

Sunset from Ploughlands Farm, just before Christmas

Portree Parish Church Magazine    



You are our God of Hope…
Father God, we thank you that we can call you our God of Hope.  
May we remember this every time we feel hopeless. 
You are a good, good God who only wants the best for us. 
 
You have a purpose for our lives and have mapped out our journey
whereas our view is blocked by the next mountain of trouble; 
obscured by the trees in a forest of everyday chaos or 
dimmed by the shadows of fear and doubt. 
Instead of keeping our eyes lifted up, we focus on what is happening
around us and get pulled down by the under currents of life.

On days when we are feeling lonely may we remember, God of Hope, 
that You are with us, even to the end of the age (Matt 28:20). 
No-one understands our hearts more completely than You. 
You know our thoughts, feel our emotion and long for us to know that You
are always with us, right now, right where we are.

On days when we are too weary to lift our feet, our heads, our bodies and face the world, 
may we remember, God of Hope that our flesh and heart may fail but YOU God are the strength of our hearts and our
portion forever (Psalm 73:26) and, if we cast our burdens on You, You will sustain us (Psalm 55:22).  Like the story of
the footprints in the sand – it is at such low times that You will carry us.

On days when we feel lost and afraid - unsure of where things are going, may we remember, 
God of Hope, that we can cast all our anxieties on You because you care for us (1 Peter 5:7). 
We do not need to panic – You know the plans – plans for us to prosper. 
Plans to give us a hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11). 
There is no need to fear for You are with us, you are our God who will strengthen us and help us (Isaiah 41:10).

On days when we are so broken hearted that we are incapacitated by a physical ache, may we remember, God of
Hope, that You are close to the broken hearted and will save those who are crushed in spirit  (Psalm 34:18). 
Just as you performed miracles and healed peoples’ physical bodies, you can heal our broken hearts and bind up our
spiritual wounds (Psalm 147:3). You will wipe every tear from our eyes and there will be no more death, or mourning
or crying or pain (Revelation 21:4).

Every day, however we feel, may we remember God of Hope, that You will fill us with 
immeasurable joy and peace as we trust in You. 
Because of You, we can hope. Amen.

After each storm of life ... there is a rainbow of hope
 

The rainbow is God’s promise, of hope for you and me,
And though the clouds hang heavy, and the sun we cannot see.

We know above the dark clouds, that fill the stormy sky,
Hope’s rainbow will come shining through, when the clouds have drifted by.

PrayerPrayer    
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Helen Steiner Rice



MESSAGE from MALAWI
 

We need your prayers as we now and again pray for you. 
Covid 19 second wave is hitting very hard in Malawi, we have lost 2
Government ministers in the past two weeks and many leaders from
different Churches including ours have the virus.  The President has ordered
a three week break for all our schools as a measure to control the pandemic
and declared that each Church service should accommodate no more than
50 people. People are dying each day and the sad thing is that many of
them are parish ministers and Christians - please help us in prayers. Two
congregations are closed in our Synod due to this pandemic (in the capital,
Lilongwe) because their ministers and session executive are down with
Coronavirus.               
                                                        Rev Glory Mazunda

The Bend in the Road 
Sometimes we come to life’s crossroads
and view what we think is the end,
But God has a much wider vision,
and He knows it’s only a bend.

The road will go on and get smoother,
and after we’ve stopped for a rest,
The path that lies hidden beyond
us is often the part that is best.

So, rest and relax and grow stronger,
let go and let God share your load,
And have faith in a brighter tomorrow;
you’ve just come to a bend in the road.

Helen Steiner Rice
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Yesterday is history,
Tomorrow is a mystery,
Today is a gift,

That's why we call it the Present.
God Bless you at these trying times,

Yours in JESUS name.
And remember, 

the Best is Yet to Come!

PrayerPrayer    

Anchored Magazine



THE EARLDOM OF DUNDONALD
One of the things that brings the name of Dundonald to the
fore is the existence of the Earldom of Dundonald which
dates back 15 generations (created in 1669 for William
Cochrane).  It owes its origins to the arrival in Dundonald of
Sir William Cochrane of Cowdoun in 1638.
  

He purchased Old Auchans from the Wallaces and was
immediately added to the Kirk Session as one of its most
prominent members. When objections were raised to the
introduction of a new  Prayer Book by order of the
government he was appointed by Session to attend meetings
in Edinburgh and he soon became a strong supporter of the
Covenanters.

Later as the Covenanters became more extreme and Cromwell's government beheaded Charles I, Sir
William supported the restoration of the monarchy and during the reign of Charles II he was raised to
the peerage, taking the title Earl of Dundonald.  By that time he had left Dundonald for his palace in
Paisley but clearly retained feelings for his home here.

The family over the last 300 years contains a number of illustrious individuals, soldiers, sailors and
airmen, inventors and innovators.  The most famous member of the family was Thomas Cochrane, the
10th Earl, skilled seaman, freedom fighter for Chile, Brazil and Greece and prototype for
'Hornblower'. by C.S. Forester (1899 -1966). 

Connections between the family and Dundonald are now slim but the present Earl was christened
here and the village owes its football field to the generosity of his father.  It is said that the 1st Earl of
Dundonald is buried under the Church here but Gillespie in his history of the parish casts doubt on
that.  However, recent evidence came to light showing that he certainly left instructions for his burial
to be here and the 10th Earl in his own autobiography states that his ancestor was indeed buried here.
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Thomas Cochrane 
10th Earl of Dundonald (1775-1860

  Provide members with new and intimations of Church interest and -Provide members with new and intimations of Church interest and -

  Stimulate a deeper interest in the work not only of our Church here in Dundonald but also of theStimulate a deeper interest in the work not only of our Church here in Dundonald but also of the

Church of Christ throughout the whole world.Church of Christ throughout the whole world.    I have often said, and I say it again, that the Church ofI have often said, and I say it again, that the Church of

Christ is a missionary Church, it cannot afford to be otherwise, for once it ceases to go forth to preachChrist is a missionary Church, it cannot afford to be otherwise, for once it ceases to go forth to preach

the Gospel of kindness, mercy, goodwill and peace to everyone, it ceases to be a Church and becomesthe Gospel of kindness, mercy, goodwill and peace to everyone, it ceases to be a Church and becomes

the tomb in which lies buried the hopes and dreams man throughout the ages have cherished of athe tomb in which lies buried the hopes and dreams man throughout the ages have cherished of a

world free from fear, hatred, disease and death..."world free from fear, hatred, disease and death..."

'Contact Magazine' was known in May 1946 as'Contact Magazine' was known in May 1946 as
'Church of Scotland Quarterly Review''Church of Scotland Quarterly Review'

  

  Rev Archie Beaton (Minister at Dundonald 1942-1971) writes ...Rev Archie Beaton (Minister at Dundonald 1942-1971) writes ...

"It is with a certain amount of trepidation that I make this attempt to bring to your notice this first"It is with a certain amount of trepidation that I make this attempt to bring to your notice this first
Quarterly supplement of our Church.Quarterly supplement of our Church.    I believe it is by no means an innovation, for while going throughI believe it is by no means an innovation, for while going through
some old Church papers recently I came across a somewhat similar supplement written by the Rev Jamessome old Church papers recently I came across a somewhat similar supplement written by the Rev James
Gillespie in 1938. The War Years and the Union of the two congregations and the subsequent change ofGillespie in 1938. The War Years and the Union of the two congregations and the subsequent change of
ministry no doubt had much to do with the disappearance of the supplement as a regular publication. Iministry no doubt had much to do with the disappearance of the supplement as a regular publication. I
pray that out local review may do two things ...pray that out local review may do two things ...

11..

22..

(Taken from the Quarterly Review - thanks to Jim McQuiston for providing this source(Taken from the Quarterly Review - thanks to Jim McQuiston for providing this source    in 'Contact ' 2007)in 'Contact ' 2007)  

  

  



Just a couple of days before Christmas and feeling frustrated with the 

litter in the area just beyond my garden, visible from my kitchen window, 

I went out with a bin liner to collect the scattered items of rubbish. After 

filling 4 bin liners in less than an hour, I decided to get in touch with East 

Ayrshire Council. They were very helpful and said they could supply blue 

(maybe a different colour in South Ayrshire -? pink) plastic bags for me to 

put rubbish in, along with a litter-picker, and then uplift the bags of rubbish 

which I had collected and put by the kerbside.   So the collecting of rubbish

 in my local area, along the hedgerows, started.  I was amazed at the sheer 

volume of rubbish. 
 

Mainly comprised:

Plastic bottles, Aluminium drink cans, Glass bottles - beer, wine, spirits, often broken

Crisp packets, Plastic carrier bags, Polystyrene takeaway trays,

Blocks of polystyrene packaging, Tin cans, Plastic milk cartons, Shoes
 

Fly tipping included:

Plasterer's debris, Builder's rubble, Garden rubbish, Floor covering, 

TV, Microwave, Car jack, Bags of cement
 

I am still litter-picking within a half mile radius of my house and to date have collected rubbish to fill 68 blue

bags. This has comprised the scattered litter and some of the smaller fly-tipped items.The council has now lifted

most of the bags whilst the larger fly-tipped items in the woodland will require uplift separately, as they are just

too heavy for me to move to the roadside. Along the hedgerows/roadside the rubbish is mainly items from the

first group above, I suspect thrown from passing cars. There are also items from when household bins are

emptied, as evidenced in the areas around the houses in the neighbourhood.In the woodland, it is largely a

mixture of drinks cans & bottles and fly tipping.

We have deer in the woods, woodpeckers, herons, bats, owls etc. The area is enjoyed by local residents (many of

whom are dog walkers), cyclists, runners and people from the surrounding villages. I have been encouraged by

the appreciation of local residents and walkers/runners who have chatted to me (at distance, of course!). A

couple of folk have indicated that they too may take up litter-picking in the areas where they live, whilst they

are out walking for exercise.  Discarding items, whether litter or fly-tipping shows such a huge lack of respect

for our countryside. Visually the litter obviously has a huge detrimental impact, as well as posing a threat to the

wildlife. Worse still, many of the items could have been recycled, had they been disposed of in the correct

manner. I feel so sad and disappointed. 
 

I would like to urge anybody who is interested in doing this useful activity to get in touch with the council who

will provide them with a litter-picker & blue bags. It can be done whilst out for your daily exercise and has the

benefits of being out in the fresh air, with a feeling of doing something worthwhile in this time when so many

activity options are not available to us. It's good for both physical & mental health, as well as obviously

protecting/improving our environment.I would also like to appeal to anybody who discards their rubbish in such

an unacceptable way to be change their behaviour, act responsibly and be considerate - both for the sake of the

environment and for other people who wish to enjoy all the benefits our beautiful countryside has to offer.

Link to photos:    https://photos.app.goo.gl/7mLzdUsVpGRTcorm9

T A K E  P R I D E  I N  0 U RT A K E  P R I D E  I N  0 U R
C O U T R Y S I D EC O U T R Y S I D E   
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ZOOM  19th JANUARY
Live-streaming - the technology is to hand and due to be installed at the end of
January, Covid regulations permitting.
New timber console - Bob Stewart was thanked for building this to support the
updated communication system within the Church. 
Website - set as a priority to be in line with our accessible Facebook, YouTube and
Twitter pages. We thank Fraser wholeheartedly for all the work and time he has
already committed to this and the present website which he developed. 
5 year quinquennial report - following inspection during September 2020 of Manse,
Church and Church Hall - noted the considerable amount of repair work  since the
previous inspection. It also outlines a number of further repair works required - not
major other than the east elevation stonework, but they do represent a considerable
cost.  Much will not be able to be undertaken until after the current Covid
restrictions are eased. 
Water leak at the south side of the Church Hall - after excavation it was found that
the leak was at a joint which had previously been subject of a Water Board repair - 
it has been reported to the Water Board. 
Social Action Team had been involved with the displays outside the Church and
contacting the housebound.  
£500 from Glasgow Council received for the Voluntary Sector.
£5,000 from South Ayrshire Council received to support areas of real need.  
Rev. Brennan is working closely with the school.
Thanks received from both the School and South Ayrshire Council for all the work
by the Church that has, and still is going in to supporting our community.
Audit - Mr. Kerr advised that he still needs to audit the accounts for the Church and
for the organisations and he will be available on the 11th and 16th February.  The
Treasurers should email him and he will arrange collection and return of the books.
“Dial-in” Services - the Clerk has received information on how this may be done and
probable costs.  This will be reported on later.

A Minister arrived at his new Church and was interviewed by a young reporter from 

the local paper. The Minister was in good form and told the reporter many of his finest and

funniest stories.  “But don't print them” he added.  “I want to use them in my sermons.”  

The frustrated reporter reluctantly agreed, but the Minister was horrified to read in the paper

the following evening – 'The Minister told some good stories which cannot be repeated.' 

----------

  As a part time hospital Chaplain I was visiting the wards when I encountered a patient from

Afghanistan, the top half of whose body was held firmly in a brace.  He had never seen a Christian

Minister before,  and noticing my dog collar asked, “What's wrong with your neck?”
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Everyone knows that we  cannot get in to our beautiful wee Church just now but I am

concerned lest we forget that it still has to be there, has to be kept maintained , heated

and clean. 

In lockdown our buildings were closed but the life, work, ministry and mission of the

Church continued and thrived finding new ways to engage people in worship and

Christian service. 

We have faithfully reached out and served our local community and this has been

deeply valued by many. However as of 20thJanuary the income we normally collect

from the plate each week is some £15,000 down on where we would normally be at this

point. 

We don’t want this financial decline to continue as, put bluntly, it will affect the future

of the Church in Dundonald.  

Giving can be easily done by envelope drop-off to Bob McMillan, 

by cheque or by directly donating to Dundonald Church of Scotland:

Account no: 00331893   Sort code: 80-08-42

When members joined the Church they promised to support the Church with their

time, talents and finances so please keep supporting our wee Church in anyway you

can. 

We know God isn’t finished with us here in Dundonald 

and we have a vision of ways the Church can further 

reach-out and service its community. 

But we need your help! 

Every donation matters right now.

Regards

Bob

COVID RESTRICTIONS AND THEIR EFFECT ONCOVID RESTRICTIONS AND THEIR EFFECT ON
DUNDONALD CHURCH: URGENT APPEALDUNDONALD CHURCH: URGENT APPEAL

17 | Contact Magazine

Bob McMillan



Mrs Marion Dawson has been vaccinated on her 108th birthday!
 Marion is thought to be Scotland's third oldest person and received the coronavirus vaccine when
Houston and Killellan Kirk, which she has regularly attended since she was a child, was opened as a
temporary vaccination site by the local GP surgery next door.  Born in 1913, she has lived through
two World Wars as well as the Spanish flu pandemic. After receiving her vaccination, Mrs Dawson
said: "I'm glad it's past. I never felt a thing! . Rev Gary Noonan, who is the minister of Houston and
Killellan Kirk, described Mrs Dawson as a "local treasure".

Scottish Government sends message to Churches
The Scottish Government's Communities Secretary, Aileen Campbell MSP has sent a message of
reassurance to faith groups, saying that places of worship will be among the first to reopen when
Covid restrictions are eased. In her letter, Mrs Campbell thanks congregations for their hard work to
support local communities during the pandemic and says she appreciates "the significant role
communal worship plays in supporting people’s mental and spiritual well-being, and its importance
as a lifeline for many in preventing social isolation and loneliness".

Kirk co-signs letter calling Christians to join in prayer 7pm Sundays
14 Christian Churches and organisations across the country, including the Church of Scotland, have 
co-signed the letter calling to join in prayer together.  Scottish Christians have been continuing to
answer the call to pray at the same time each week.  Dr Fair said.“The Apostle Paul encourages us to
‘pray without ceasing’ It can be hard to keep going when there’s no end in sight; much easier when
the finishing line comes into view.“  All the more reason then for God’s people to continue faithfully
in prayer and even better when we can pray across the whole of the Church, unrestricted by
denominational divides.

Please Pray for our new parish ministers:
Lee Whitecross with his wife Ashley  is now Youth Pastor responsible for nurturing young people at
Gillespie Memorial Church in Dunfermline and reaching out to others in the town.
Rev Matthew Ritchie, becomes new minister of Neilston Parish Church, East Renfrewshire.  The
former camera operator has followed in his father's footsteps.
Rev Hayley Cohen, 30,  and her husband Ross HAVEswapped New Jersey for Northesk Parish
Church, Musselburgh, East Lothian.  Hayley is also a classically-trained vocal soprano and loves
singing.
Rev Craig Dobney, 54, Comrie linked with Dundurn, is married to Donna-Kerri with Laura, Steffi,
Daniel and Liam and four grandchildren.  He served at RAF Leuchars in Fife and saw active service in
the Falklands, Middle East and Baltic region.
Rev Phil  Gunn, 36 is now at Rosskeen Parish Church in Ross-shire, married to Clare with Anna, Ben
and Beth and previously worked with Scripture Union amongst other placements.

For more details on the new ministers and other information please go to the Church of Scotland
website, and look under News.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND NEWSCHURCH OF SCOTLAND NEWS
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RUSTIC APPLE TART

350g/12oz Bramley apples, peeled and diced
100g/4oz caster sugar
Plain flour for dusting
500g/1lb 2oz block of all-butter puff pastry
1 egg beaten
2 Braeburn apples, skin on, very thinly sliced
2 tablespoons demerara sugar
3 tablespoons apricot jam

You will need a large baking sheet lined with baking paper. Preheat the oven to 220C/200C fan/Gas
mark 7.  Put Bramley apples, caster sugar and  tablespoon of water into saucepan and heat for a few
minutes until the sugar has dissolved. Cover pan with lid and simmer gently for about 10 minutes until 
 apples are soft. Increase heat and cook to drive off any excess liquid, then mash  apples to a smooth
puree. Leave to cool. Lightly dust work surface with flour and roll pastry out to  circle roughly 25 cm in
diameter. Transfer to baking sheet and brush  border of circle with beaten egg.  Fold in edges and twist.
To do this, push down on edge of pastry with your finger and twist pastry over. Spread apple puree in
middle of circle.  Arrange sliced apples around edge of tart working your way towards middle to make a 
 circular pattern.  Sprinkle with demerara sugar and brush pastry with more beaten egg. Bake in oven for
30-35 minutes until well risen and lightly golden on top and brown and crisp underneath. Melt apricot
jam in a saucepan until runny. Brush tart with  glaze and serve warm with crème fraiche! (Serves 6)

EGG CURRY 

3 tablespoons vegetable oil
1 large onion, sliced finely; 4 cloves garlic, crushed
2 inch piece fresh ginger, crushed
2 tablespoons ground almonds
1 teaspoon chilli powder or to taste
1 teaspoon ground turmeric
1 teaspoon ground coriander; A little water
2 large dry, red chillis, de-seeded, if wished
14oz can chopped tomatoes
6 curry leaves or 2 bay leaves
30g/1 oz of creamed coconut dissolved in 6 flozs of boiling water
6 large hard boiled eggs, halved lengthways; Salt to taste
To garnish - Coriander leaves and flaked almonds

Fry sliced onion in oil until golden brown. Mix garlic, ginger, ground almonds, chilli powder, turmeric and

coriander with a little water to form paste.  Reduce heat,  add  spice paste and whole dry chillies. Fry gently

until the oil separates from the spices.  Add tomatoes, curry/bay leaves, coconut milk and salt to taste.

Allow to simmer until you have a thick gravy, about 15 mins.  Add eggs keeping the yolks upwards. Cover

eggs with gravy and simmer for about 5 mins.  Serve hot garnished with coriander and almond flakes. Goes

well with rice or Indian breads.    This sauce also goes really well with potatoes, chickpeas or prawns if eggs

do not appeal.
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Rev Lynsey, Sarah Botham (& Elsie),
Yvonne Cain, Debi Dunn,

Kirsteen & Neil Croll, 
Adaline Finlayson, 

Doug & Elaine Grant,
Gemmill Jack, Glory Mazunda,

Bob McMillan, 
Kathleen & John Morton,

Sheila Payne, Jane & Neil Ritchie,
Shirley Shaw, Heather Stewart.

 

From the Archives - Gordon Stewart,
Jim McQuiston

 

Photos from 
Frances, Gemmill, Shirley

 

 

Because of Jesus
How my soul rejoices, How my heart is made whole

At the knowledge of what you have done for me.
How I jump with joy, How I scream out my love

At the feeling of release you have given me.
How I shed my burden, How I claim my freedom

Knowing I need never be afraid again.
Because of you, JESUS
Because of You. Amen

Minister:  Rev. Lynsey Brennan 
01563 850243
Lbrennan@churchofscotland.org.uk 
Session Clerk: Bob Stewart 
bobstewart@rsmarine.co.uk 
Clerk To The Board: Bob McMillan 
gm8Juy@btinternet.com
Treasurer: Sheila Tannock
sheila.tannock@btinternet.com
Safeguarding Coordinator: Janice Hardie
Janhardie@hotmail.co.uk
Fabric Convenor; Doug Grant
douglas 968@bt Internet.com

Wishing you a very Happy New Year!!!Wishing you a very Happy New Year!!!   
F R A N C E S  M A V O RF R A N C E S  M A V O RF R A N C E S  M A V O R

EditorEditorEditor
sandyfrancesm@hotmail .comsandyfrancesm@hotmail .comsandyfrancesm@hotmail .com

CONTACT US CONTRIBUTORS

CHARITY NO: SC008482

dundonald-parish-church.com
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25th February 202125th February 202125th February 2021 please. please. please.

https://www.facebook.com/DundonaldParishChurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ
http://www.twitter.com/ChurchDundonald
http://www.dundonald-parish-church.com/

