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D U N D O N A L D  P A R I S H  C H U R C H

M A G A Z I N E

Happy Easter !
The Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world!
John 1:29



There is a myth that if you are pro-science then you can’t be a Christian
when in truth this is nonsense. There are many great Christian scientists
(Isaac Newton, Francis Collin and Florence Nightingale) and in our own
day there are a large number of scientists who are professing Christians. 

Easter - Newness of Life ! 
Dear Friends

Happy Easter! Jesus is Risen bringing with Him newness of life to all who
believe in His name. Newness of life! Isn’t that just the most beautiful
expression?!  No matter what your age, stage or circum-stances Jesus
gives us the opportunity to see, hear and feel life in all its fullness (John
10:10). To see the world through the lens of Jesus is one of the most
wonderful sights to behold. Jesus brings us the opportunity to experience
joy and peace despite our situations and His Spirit moves us to act in ways
beyond our own capabilities and personalities. 

The biggest gift I was given after I gave my life to Jesus (in 2006) was the
gift to love other people in a deeper and more meaningful way. Jesus also
gave my life purpose and direction and he fully equipped me to achieve
more for His glory and grace. And I could write a book about the many
blessings of living in the presence of the risen Jesus ... Yet so many people
choose to deny Jesus exists or they fail to wake up to His presence. 

Last week my son Samuel was completing Religious Education schoolwork
and was required to write the potential scientific and spiritual
explanations for the many miracles of Jesus. He later was studying
Buddhism where no such critical evaluation was required. 

LYNSEY'S
LETTER
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I have two degrees in Science and a bright living faith.  I don’t hold either of these passions of mine in
any kind of conflict or tension.  However, many people simply cannot believe the ultimate miracle of
Easter - the resurrection of Jesus.  Denying miracles and trying to scientifically explain the impossible
is in my mind futile.  No man or woman or his/her thinking can limit or understand the awesome
power and glory of God. 
Samuel enjoyed writing the spiritual explanation of the miracles but struggled to attempt to find a
scientific explanation, the reason being his eyes have been opened by Jesus to the full extent of God’s
love. 

Easter is the most important festival in Christianity, far more important than Christmas because it
celebrates God's victory over sin and death. Jesus’ triumph over death on Easter wasn't just his
triumph — it was ours, too. When Jesus rose again it was God's way of showing that he cannot be
defeated. By willingly going to the cross and then rising from the dead, Jesus of Nazareth, who is the
Son of God, destroyed sin and death forever!  And everyone who believes in Jesus is given newness of
life and eternal life. “Yet to all who did receive Jesus, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God - children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband’s will, but born of God” (John 1:12-13).

Easter celebrates the fact that the resurrection of Jesus Christ changed something fundamental
about the world and about humanity. Easter is as simple as it seems: it says that life triumphs over
death. 
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If you know the risen Jesus, invite someone else to experience this joy too. Send a friend our online
Easter sunrise service           and pray that they hear, experience and come into the presence of the
living God. If you don’t know Jesus, take the opportunity given in the verse below - turn away from the
negatives in your old life and simply invite him into your heart (and let me know so that I can pray with
you!):

“This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. 
  The old life is gone; a new life has begun! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Love In Jesus,

The Cross
Such perfect love

As Jesus died
To rescue me
Took my sin

Bore my shame
Gave HIS life

To set me free
Perfect love

Amazing grace
That HE should die

To give me life

Lynsey x

DEATHS - remembering family and friends in our prayers

 22.3. 21 - William Gorman , 47 Kilnford Crescent, Dundonald

P A R I S H
R E G I S T E R

 Such
Perfect
 Love

(Extra forms available from the Manse)

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ


Sunday 4th April:  Easter Sunrise Service (7am) with Communion
During the morning come up to the Castle with a flower 

and place it in one of the holes in the Prayer Cross. 

Sunday 11th April:  Peter’s Second Chance:  John 21:1-19

Sunday 18th April:  Praying for Others: Philippians 1:3-11 (All Age)

Sunday 25th April:  Triumph in Trouble: Philippians 1:12-18

Sunday 2nd May:    Standing Firm: Philippians 1:27-30
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The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, 

and He delights in his way. Though he fall, 

he shall not be utterly cast down, 

for the Lord upholds him with His hand. Psalm 37 V 23 & 24

REMEMBER
YOU CAN

LISTEN ON
YOUR PHONE!

01563 444485

APRIL ONLINE SERVICES

We start reading Philippians after Easter. 

Zoom Bookclub - Mondays 7pm ... 
All are welcome to join us -  please contact Lynsey for a zoom link!

Online

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ


 

A PRAYER FOR PUTTING ON

A FACE MASK
 

Creator God, as I prepare to go into the world, help

me to see the sacramental nature of the wearing of

this cloth. 

Let it be a tangible and visible way of living love for

my neighbours, as I love myself.

Christ Jesus, since my lips will be covered, uncover

my heart, that people would see my smile in the

crinkles around my eyes. 

Since my voice may be muffled, help me to speak

clearly, not only with my words, but with my actions.

Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, remind me

to listen carefully and caringly to all those I meet.

May this simple piece of cloth 

be shield and banner, and 

may each breath that it holds 

be filled with Your love. In 

Your name and in that love, 

I pray. Amen
 

 Rev. Richard Bott, Moderator 
Presbyterian Church of Canada 

Sheila 

Many thanks to the ladies 
who contributed to the 
Flower Fund in March:

Eileen Docherty
Elaine Grant
Sheila Payne

Thanks too for donations 
from Lilian Axford

Mary Dunlop
Moira Henderson

Thank you for the beautiful flowers for my
birthday - they are just STUNNING! They

immediately reminded me of my Mum - she
would have just loved them too - all the

gorgeous spring colours and variety. It was
very kind of Sheila to deliver them to me.

Greatly appreciated.

                                                              Shirley
 

Shirley

How blessed are we to have Contact. We all
look forward to it. Thank you all.

Heartfelt thanks to Sarah 
(Botham, nee Mavor), our 
Young Editor of Contact and 
to our even Younger Editor, 
Elsie Frances who is 
surprisingly gifted, being only
3 months old! Between them 
they do all the refining, twiddly 
bits and clip art which results in 
Contact being "the best online Church
magazine", the verdict of all the Church
Ministers. 
Praise indeed and richly deserved. Well done
Sarah and Elsie and also Frances, Sandy and
proof-reader, John Morton plus all the other
many contributors every month.
We look forward to meeting Elsie and
congratulating her in person. 

With love from your Church Family.   
         

                                                                  Pam
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Are we sowing seeds of
kindness?

 

Are we sowing seeds of kindness?
 They shall blossom bright ere long;

 Are we sowing seeds of discord?
 They shall ripen into wrong.

 Are we sowing seeds of honour?
 They shall bring forth golden grain;
 Are we sowing seeds of falsehood?

 We shall yet reap bitter pain.
We can never be too careful,

 What the seed our hand shall sow;
 Love for love is sure to ripen,
 Hate for hate is sure to grow.

 Seeds of good or ill we scatter,
 Heedlessly along our way;

 But a glad or grievous fruitage,
 Waits us at the harvest day.

Prayerwarriors.com

Planting God's seeds through Prayer
God’s word is a seed. When we pray the promises of God into our lives and the lives of our loved
ones, we are sowing God’s seed. May these thoughts and prayers help you to think more
carefully about the seeds you are planting and tending. 
What kind of harvest will you reap? Will they bear the fruits of the spirit and glorify God? If you
do nothing, you will reap nothing. Start planting God’s seed through prayer today.

“Each prayer is like a seed that gets planted in the ground. It disappears for a season, but it
eventually bears fruit that blesses future generations. In fact, our prayers bear fruit forever.”
Mark Batterson

The 
Mustard 
Seed 
Prayer

God, thank you for the mustard seed
although it is so small.
God, thank you for the plant that grows up
largest of them all.
God, thank you for the birds that sing
in branches that reach wide.
God, thank you for the words you teach
while walking by my side.
God give us love and strength to meet
each other’s human need.
God, bury me to rise again
just like a mustard seed.          
Amen.

Make me a Planter
Make me a planter Lord Jesus,

Make me a planter of the seeds of peace.
Where there is discord, let me sow compassion.

Make me a planter of the seeds of love.
Where there is loneliness, let me sow companionship.

Make me a planter of the seeds of contentment.
Where there is anxiety, let me sow comfort.

Make me a planter of the seeds of joy.
Where there is mourning, let me sow jubilation.

Make me a planter of the seeds of hope.
Where there is despair, let me sow

                 expectation and trust.  Amen
 

Adapted from ©John Birch faithandworship.com

Prayer  Debi Dunn
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God’s promises to plant in my heart
Father God, I know that the things I believe and hold true about

myself are like seeds that I plant in my heart. My heart is the fertile
soil that nourishes and grows whatever is planted. If I plant the seeds

of Your truth about who I am and who You are, I will find myself in
the most beautiful garden bearing good fruit that lasts for

generations to come. I thank you God for these most gloriously
reaffirming seeds of Your love for me that I can plant. Knowing that,

because of you, I am so many things…
 

I am not alone
I am pleasing to my heavenly father

I am unique
I am outrageously loved

I am made in the image of God
I am a freedom bringer

I am grateful
I am God’s very good idea

I am an overcomer
I am God’s masterpiece

I am fearfully and wonderfully made
I am adopted into God’s family

And, I am enough as I am.      
              Hallelljuh Amen.         

 
Adapted from iamsomanythings         Author Unknown

     If you can keep “the faith” when those about you are losing it and seeking something new
     If you can stand firm though they flout you as being simple and old fashioned too

     If you can put your hand in Christ's and feeling the marks of Calvary's scars upon your palm

 

    If you can laugh when human hopes are banished when castles fall and cherished prospects die
     And just keep on though early props have vanished content to see the pattern by and by.

     If you can meet abuse without complaining and greet your unkind critic with a smile

 

     If you can bear the unjust imputation without a murmer of revengeful thought
     And even forfeit rights and reputation because His glory is the one thing sought

     If you can give an honest commendation to him whose work looms larger than your own

 

     If you can give consent to Calvary's dying and live again in resurrection power
     If you can claim the victory not by trying but resting His triumph every hour

     If you can be content with His provision though others seem to prosper and succeed

 

     If you can let the mind of Christ possess you to think on “things of good report” and true
     And ever let the love of Christ obsess you constraining everything you say and do

     If you can find in Him your highest treasure let Him hold sway o'er heart and soul and limb
  Then LIFE is yours and blessing without measure and what is more you'll live and reign with Him.

Anchored Magazine

     Can gladly say “Amen” to all His dealing or change the sigh into a joyous psalm

     If conscious that your human love is waning you claim a Calvary love that knows no guile.

     Or scorn to speak the word of condemnation to him who falls or reaps what he has sown.

     Nor let repining mar the heavenly vision and simply trust in God for every need
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Prayer  

SS

Shirley



Do you remember when we were able to walk outside and talk to our neighbours without masks, or
take a trip to the supermarket without having to sanitise? Watching a movie at the cinema or going
out for dinner with your loved ones? I do. It still comes as a shock to me that we’ve been cooped up
inside our homes for over a year now; our bedrooms turned into offices, and our Churches confined to
computer screens. Sometimes, it’s difficult to accept that this has been going on so long, which
consequently leads us onto the question... Why?  Why hasn’t God stopped the coronavirus? Why can’t
I visit Tesco today? Why can’t I go to work or school? Why can’t I find faith right now?

Faith, under these circumstances, may be the most difficult thing to obtain - let alone keep. 
 Sometimes it seems like a chore to upkeep, something monotonous and unemotional.  Believe it or
not, you’re not the only one who’s felt this way before!  But do you remember the words Jesus said to
us?   “When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our
daily bread, and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead
us not into temptation.” Give us each our daily bread. Daily bread, not birthday cake. We must
consume it every single day to nourish and care for our faith, because as powerful as it can be, it’s
incredibly fragile. Put it this way, you wouldn’t only feed a newborn baby once a week, now would
you? A newborn needs constant love and care to help it grow into a strong child. 

So, how can we grow our faith during the pandemic? Let me tell you. If you have a musical instrument
at home which you enjoy playing, you can partake in some worship! Or, if you enjoy painting or
writing, dedicate something to the Lord! Even by listening to music on the radio, you can grow your
faith. We can unite over video calls for Bible studies or Church services, we can communicate with
others who are finding it especially difficult to cope. All of this can grow our faith.  For me, I’ve been
keeping my faith in check with service in Dundonald. I don’t mean doing paint touch-ups inside the
Church, or doing litter picks, but I’ve been keeping in touch with those who perhaps need a friend, or
simply someone to talk to. It’s a wonderful thing to help with, and I strongly encourage you to do the
same!

Additionally, to support our faith, it’s important to remember that we are NOT alone. God is with us
every step of the way- even if we only walk from the fridge to the sofa every day.  God is with us, and
He will never let you go. You see, unlike many worldly things, God is reliable. God will always answer
your prayers- the answer may not always be yes, but He answers, God is always looking forward to
talking with you and He is always ready to help you in your time of need. Not only is our God mighty
and just, He is also our father in Heaven. God loves us so very much as His children - more than we
could ever comprehend. Isn’t that beautiful? He loves us so much that he gave His son Jesus Christ to
die on a cross so that whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16). If that’s
not an act of true love, I don’t know what is! My point is, God loves us so much and wants the best for
us. He is waiting for us, His arms wide open and ready for you to run into.  

Faith is what can help us through this pandemic, faith is what we need to cling onto during this
lockdown. All you need to do, is take one tiny step in faith, and God will come running towards you.
God loves it when we eat our daily bread, because He knows that it will make us so strong!
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Isabella (16) lives in Dundonald and has been helping Lynsey with
pastoral phoning and supporting those people that are isolated. Isabella,
like many faithful witnesses of Jesus in the village, knows the servant
heart of Christ. We thank Isabella for sharing her gifts and for her
involvement in Youth Alpha on Sundays at 11am. 

FAITH



God Bless, Linda. 

Lives when walking past Ploughlands.  We had a family Zoom quiz night every Sunday evening which was
great fun. Pilates has also moved to Zoom and I have a weekly evening FaceTime call with my sons and
granddaughter. My project during lockdown was to declutter my house and have worked through all my
wardrobes, drawers, cupboards, filing cabinets and storage areas coming across items such as my sons'
Marr College blazers which went to a charity shop. I would never have achieved this if it hadn’t been for
lockdown as normally there are lots more interesting things to do! 

As the weather was so nice I also did some outside painting and lots of gardening and when restrictions
were eased slightly went walking with one other friend and formed a bubble with my older son Elliot and
his family in Kilmarnock. I had really missed regular contact with my granddaughter Alice so it was
wonderful to be able to hug her again and spend time in her garden; we had a lot of fun playing in her den.
As her brother and sister were being home schooled I would go over three mornings a week and
eventually we visited parks, the beach and my home on rainy days.  Also in August, on my birthday, I was
able to celebrate meals out with family and friends and had a lovely day trip to Bute with friends to walk
part of the West Island Way. It was beautiful and sunny and the views on the walk were stunning. It felt as
though I was on holiday! 

My younger son Ali went to work in Vevey, Switzerland in February 2020 just before lockdown.  
I was planning lots of visits so I have been using Duolingo to learn French and am on a 331 day streak. Ali
flew home as soon as the air bridge with Switzerland was put in place. This was actually quite daunting but
he was very careful and arranged the flight so that he wouldn’t be travelling to the airport during Swiss
rush hour. He also came home for Christmas and initially worked from home, quarantining before his
leave started - I split the house into two zones.  We had lunch at Lochgreen House with my brother and his
family on Christmas Eve and Christmas dinner with Elliot and his family.   Hopefully I will be able to visit
Ali next year before his three year stay is up.

I curled in Dundonald Curling Club’s 200th Anniversary Bonspiel on Newfield Pond and am a member of
three walking groups so can now walk in numbers.  Doubles tennis has just restarted again.  This winter
we braved the elements and played outside in warm hats, thermals and gloves! 

I feel very blessed to have spent lockdown in Dundonald as there is such a great community spirit in the
village with wonderful friends and neighbours and access to lovely quiet country walks, the Smugglers
Trail and beaches with spectacular views of Arran. I have missed worshipping in Church with my Church
family but have really enjoyed the online services and especially loved singing along to the Christmas
Carols.  The Contact Magazine has been wonderful.  I am looking forward to the birth of a new
granddaughter in June, a sister for Alice, and meeting up with all the friends I have not been able to see
during lockdown.  I feel very optimistic for the future now that the vaccination programme is in place
although am sure we will need to be vaccinated regularly.  
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I live on my own but lead a very busy and active life. During the
initial lockdown I either walked or cycled every day and always
met people I knew to have a socially distanced chat and was
one of those whom Gemmill Jack referred to in his Lockdown 

My lockdown started early as I had to quarantine after my ski
holiday in Italy early March 2020. There were no cases in that
area then (near Austria) and it was reported that if you were fit
and healthy you would only get flu like symptoms.  
I certainly didn’t expect Italy to lockdown the day after
returning home. Now that I am more knowledgeable about
Covid it was the wrong decision to go but we had a wonderful
holiday and came back Covid free. At the end of March after
developing Pleurisy I had to quarantine again as it was required
for all respiratory illnesses. Friends rallied round and collected
prescriptions for me and brought me fresh produce. 
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LOCKDOWN LIVES



Looking at my Facebook I see the memories popping up of this date 2 years ago – carefree 
times captured now memories that hold so much more meaning. Ignorant of what lay ahead. Thinking
that things were in control and we were on track with our life plans. Then memories from a year ago
when lockdown started – postings to “stay safe” and calls to look in on the neighbours and not hoard
toilet paper and hand gel! Jokes about the dogs having to drive themselves to the beach for a walk
because the owners were all in self isolation. It seems quite surreal looking back on the whole
experience and now having to gear ourselves up to getting back to some sort of normality.
 

I was not prepared for lockdown. I remember staring at the empty shelves in Asda on lockdown day
minus 1– childhood memories of visits to Zambia and general shopping in Zimbabwe flooding back –
wondering just what we (and my father-in-law who I was shopping for) were going to end up eating as
I am not a culinary genius. I ended up buying odd bulk things locally and hence had such a large bag of
pasta that we could have fed the whole neighbourhood. It lasted until Christmas and has put Jonathan
off pasta for life!

Graeme was flung into the deep end straight away. He covers over twenty NHS sites across the UK
from Shetland in the North and down to Poole in the South. He had 12 – 14-hour days during the first
6 weeks trying to deal with the general panic and increased demands on the hospital oxygen systems. 
He was like those competition gamers who don’t move for hours on end and have food and drink
brought to them! He is also so used to being out and about that being stuck at his desk was torture in
itself. He definitely appreciated his hourly reprieve taking Nelson out for a walk. Once things settled
down, he was finally able to get some time in the glorious sunshine to repaint all our fencing and
wooden structures but I think he is hoping that it doesn’t need done for another couple of years! 
 There is still lots on his to do list but work has not stopped and he is out and about more although it is
not much fun holed up in a hotel room eating Tesco sandwiches because nothing is open. He is really
looking forward to being able to go to the Pub for a pint of Real Ale!  For the first time in about 15
years Graeme and I have actually had time to watch television together and have worked our way
through quite a range of boxsets.

I loved the way our community pulled together. Heather Stewart's Dundonald Village Covid 19
Support Group was a life saver for many – co-ordinating contact details, food deliveries and then
setting up the book and jigsaw swap. I enjoyed making contact with new people in our neighbourhood
and being able to help out and know that no-one was totally isolated. Delivering books and jigsaws let
me meet people I would have never come across in the usual day to day rush of school runs, after
school activities and the general busyness that seems to take over our lives. I was “coerced” into
contributing to the monthly Contact Magazine and weekly reflections on the Facebook page,
something I still find stressful but stepping out of my comfort zone has blessed me immensely.  As
have too, the weekly Community Bible Experience Zoom meetings reading Acts and now John and
getting to know different members of the Church better.I think the daily family walks that were fun in
the summer have worn thin for Jonathan in the colder months with the lure of his gaming computer.
However, Nelson does not take no for an answer and will sit like a dead weight at the back door and
not move until Jonathan comes along. Jonathan is enjoying the Youth Alpha and continuing the Bible
Group during the lockdown has been so important for him to keep in contact with others his age.
What he has missed the most are his weekly Saturday trips to support Ayr United and he cannot wait
to be in the stands at Somerset again.
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As we move out of lockdown towards a new normal, we are apprehensive but also extremely
grateful that we have come out of this relatively unscathed. We have cancelled holidays, not seen
extended family, we have lost friends and family (not through Covid) whose funerals we were
unable to attend, we have supported friends who have lost family, businesses and battled with the
effects of lockdown but this is nothing compared to what others have experienced and we have still
been blessed. I hope that we don’t lose sight of the good things (taking time to appreciate God’s
beauty around us, kindness, empathy, compassion for others, family time) going forward as
everyone’s covid journey and the after effects that they will have to deal with is different and we
will all need to support each other more than ever. 
A beautiful poem by Damien Barr is a lesson for us all.

We are not all in the same boat. I heard that we are in the same boat. But it's not that. 
We are in the same storm, but not in the same boat. 

Your ship can be shipwrecked and mine might not be. Or vice versa. 
For some, quarantine is optimal: a moment of reflection, or reconnection. 

Easy, in flip flops, with a whisky or tea. 
For others, this is a desperate crisis. For others, it is facing loneliness. 

For some, peace, rest time, vacation.  Yet for others, torture: How am I going to pay my bills? 
Some were concerned about a brand of chocolate for Easter (this year there were no rich chocolates). 

Others were concerned about the bread for the weekend, or if the noodles would last for a few more days.
Some were in their "home office". Others are looking through trash to survive. 

Some want to go back to work because they are running out of money. 
Others want to kill those who break the quarantine. 

Some need to break the quarantine to stand in line at the banks.
Others to escape. Others criticize the government for the lines. 

Some have experienced the near-death of the virus, some have already lost someone from it, and some
believe they are infallible and will be blown away if or when this hits someone they know.

 Some have faith in God and expect miracles during 2021. Others say the worse is yet to come. 
So, friends, we are not in the same boat. 

We are going through a time when our perceptions and needs are completely different. 
And each one will emerge, in his own way, from that storm.

It is very important to see beyond what is seen at first glance. Not just looking, more than looking, seeing. 
See beyond the political party, beyond biases, beyond the nose on your face. 

Do not judge the good life of the other, do not condemn the bad life of the other. 
Don't be a judge. Let us not judge the one who lacks, as well as the one who exceeds him. 

We are on different ships looking to survive. 
Let everyone navigate their route with respect, empathy and responsibility.
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See who you can identify from this group of Elders and let the editor know for a future edition

of Contact !!      sandyfrancesm@hotmail.com 



ENA RITCHIE: 15TH JULY 1933 - 11TH JANUARY 2021
 

Ena was born Georgina Carroll Cairns in Beith to Mary and George. Her father
was an industrial chemist with R & W Watson Paper Mill, Linwood. Ena attended
Linwood Primary and Paisley Camphill secondary school and later she became a
secretary at Swiss firm Geigy in Hawkhead, Paisley, then for Blackie & Sons
(publisher of Bibles!). Ena and Jim both grew up in Linwood, went to the same
schools (2 years apart) but did not notice one another until meeting at a village
dance.  Romance blossomed and they were married on 28th June 1955. Jim and
Ena had 65 years of marriage - unique and special was their time together, called
'these happy years’.  Their first home was in Linwood but as job promotions came
along moved to Inverkip, Bishopbriggs and finally to Dundonald where they
happily grew old together. 
The personality and beauty of  Ena......through her name. 'E' stands for Empathy. 
Ena put other people first; she was modest to a fault and to others was  a special person.  
‘N’ in Ena stands for ‘Nice’. She was one of the nicest, kindness people you could meet … and  everyone
enjoyed being in her presence. She loved the company of her many friends with many trips out to coffee
shops. Ena had integrity and a kindness to her that saw her turn the other cheek, was never at odds with
her neighbour. Ena, Jim and Lynsey shared home communion together just prior to Ena being admitted
to Crosshouse hospital in 2019,  a very special and sacred time.  Ena's greatest joy was when Carolyn
was born -  her happiness was complete.  When Drew and Carolyn wed she gave Drew the same loving
affection and this spilled over to her grandchildren Katharine and Jamie, her pure delight. Ena loved
Dundonald, it's Church and people. She was a popular member of the Guild and the Young Wives,  a
great wife, mother and homemaker. Jim's first, and only, love.  
‘A’ in Ena stands for ‘Amazing’. Ena was one amazing woman that will be so sadly missed but whose love
and kindness has shaped the lives of many. 

MARGARET SMITH: 14TH JUNE 1933 -  19TH MARCH 2020  
FAITHFUL ELDER AT DUNDONALD CHURCH 

FOR 40 YEARS (1980 - 2020)!  

 Margaret Smith came from Darwhilling Farm, Waterside near Fenwick where 
she went to Fenwick school. Margaret married David Smith in 1954 and moved
into Crooks Farm, Dundonald. They were there until 1993 and then moved to
Parkthorn View when their son William married Anne. Margaret lived in
Dundonald for 66 years. Her husband Davie died in January 2011. Margaret 
and David had three children, Jim, Maureen and William and nine
grandchildren. She was ordained as an Elder in 1980 - one of the first woman
elders - and was a staunch supporter of Dundonald Parish Church all of her

JEAN GAY: 9TH DECEMBER 1935 - 21ST JANUARY 2021
 

Jean Flockhart Bett was born to James and Thomasina Bett in Cellardyke,
East Neuk, Fife. Jean went to Cellardyke Primary where she met her best
friend Barbara Dickson and then to Wade Academy secondary school in
Anstruther. In 1951,  at the age of 15/16, Jean was asked to be Cellardyke
Sea Queen - a really special occasion when Jean dressed up as a Queen
and was brought into Cellardyke Harbour on a decorated fishing boat. 
 Jean became a Sunday school teacher, age 18-19, at Killreny Church 

time in the village.  She was a huge encouragement to us all.  Although her health deteriorated over the
last few years of her life she still loved to get to Church on a Sunday courtesy of the Car Service,
remained enthusiastic in keeping up with the Kirk Session and enjoyed the tea and coffee after the
service. Margaret loved her Bridge and continued to play until the last year of her life.   Bob McMillan 
                                                                                                                                                                         

Special Memories
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Jean & Barbara, early 2000s



and she worked in the office at Terry’s building merchants.  On Fridays/Saturdays Jean
and Barbara went to Anstruther town hall for dancing where she met Phillip Gay. Philip
and Jean were married in 1961 at Kilrenny Parish Church. Philip worked as a marine
engineer at Jimmy Miller's boat yard in St Monannes. Philip and Jean were blessed with
William (1967) and James (1970). In 1973 the family moved to Dundonald when Philip
and James Laing started working for themselves at Troon Harbour as marine engineers.
When Billy and James started Marr college Jean got work as a home help with
Strathclyde Regional Council where she worked until she retired. When Philip retired
they bought a caravan down at Port Patrick where they stayed the whole summer. Jean
was a member of the bowling club in Dundonald, also the Church, Woman’s Rural and
Scouts committee. Jean was a proud independent, kind, caring lady who would help
anybody and loved village life. She ran a whist drive every Tuesday night in the SHU for
residents and villagers. Jean loved bowling, playing in all the competitions and even
bowled for the Woman’s Rural up north.  Jean was a real community lady - she helped out
in the tea tent run by Woman’s Guild/Rural at the Dundonald Highland Games. Jean was
a well-loved and well-liked lady. She passed away peacefully in Crosshouse hospital on
21 January 2021 and will be sadly missed by her 2 sons Billy and James, Liz, brother-in-
law Iain and sister-in-law Joyce, niece Jane, nephews John, Allan, Jess and Tyler,  all her
many friends and Church family. 

Angus and Margaret married in November 1956, Jane was born in 1959, Fiona in 1962 and they all
lived with Vera, Mick’s mum.  Angus’s happiest memories were ‘loving and living with Mick and my little
family‘.  He joined BOAC in December 1959, working as a Flight Operations Planning Officer until
1998; thanks to BA staff travel, many exotic family holidays and trips were taken. Angus’ lifelong
attachments to ships, planes and photography brought him great pleasure and comfort, particularly
after Mickie died in 1977. 
Angus moved to Troon in 2006 which was the perfect environment for his photography: sunsets, snow
covered Arran, ships at Hunterston, planes at Prestwick He moved to Westbank Care Home in
September 2019. where he was well looked after and content, still alert to a plane flying overhead, en
route to Prestwick. Angus enjoyed accompanying Jane to Church in Dundonald following his move to
Troon. He loved to listen to Willie Stewart singing behind him in the pew and would have been
honoured that we were able to use a recording of Willie singing his favourite hymn, “ How Great Thou
Art” at his farewell service.  He enjoyed his chats about birds with Rev Mayes at the Church door and
was grateful for the warm welcome he received from everyone; sadly, he never met Rev Brennan, but
would have appreciated very much her thoughtful choice of poem for his farewell service: "The Sailing
Ship" by Bishop CH Brent. 
 Angus was so proud of his daughters, 6 grandchildren: Fiona, Jen, Tom, Cam, Grace & Kit, and 5 great
grandchildren: Olivia, Kaitlyn, Emily, William Angus & Flynn Angus. Alice was born 3 days after he died.
We are grateful for Angus' love, friendship, and kindness of word and action in family life, in leisure and
in the times of celebration we have shared. He will be remembered with much affection, as an
intelligent interesting man, modest with a gentle humour and a smile always at the ready, at ease with
everyone.
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Angus was born in Burma to Scottish dad David and mum Nesta of Burmese
descent. The family moved near Simla, David’s next army posting, where Angus
remembered catching coloured butterflies with his net, seeing monkeys and a
bear and later enjoyed ‘super curries and chutneys at the army mess in Delhi’,
Sister Rose arrived in Poona. In 1947 they moved back to Britain, living in Hull,
then Rayners Lane - Nigel was born there. Angus was head boy at Roxeth Manor
school where he met Mickie, the love of his life. Angus trained as a Radio Officer
at London Telecommunications College (1952-54) and then joined his first ship
“British Commander” as RO with the Merchant Navy  (he was bemused when,
years later, she was broken up in Troon boatyard, within view of his flat!). 

DAVID ANGUS NEPEAN SQUIRE:  29TH DECEMBER 1935 - 27TH JANUARY 2021

2000
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Have you always wanted to be a farmer? 
I have wanted to be a farmer for as long as I can remember - from toy tractors and carpet farming as a
wee boy to going out on the quad bike with my collie dog working with sheep in all weathers to this
day.
 

What livestock do you have on the farm?
 On the farm we have sheep, beef and arable. Our sheep flock has seen big changes in recent years
with more ewes being run on a rotational grazing management system. For our beef herd we are a
store finisher - growing and fattening cattle. Both our prime lambs and prime cattle are sold into the
food chain under the Scotch Beef and Scotch Lamb labels. Our arable crops, mainly barley, are grown
so we can be as self sufficient as possible. We combine the grain to feed to our cattle and bale the
straw to be used for bedding. 

When do you start lambing and how many lambs are you expecting this year? 
Our ewes are due to start lambing on the 10th of April this year, when the weather has hopefully
improved. They have pregnancy scanned at 181% which means we will potentially have over 1000
lambs to look after but in reality there are always losses. The ewes are carrying singles, twins, triplets
and even two ewes with quads!

John, how long have your family
been farming at Girtridge?   
My family have been farming at
Girtridge since 1988, alongside
lands of Bogside and Kilnford for
many years before that. From
2016-2019 we were one of
Quality Meat Scotland's Monitor
Farms which has driven a lot of
change on farm to improve
technical and financial
performance. 
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LOCAL FARMER WINS PRESTIGIOUS NATIONAL FARMING AWARD

 

SHEEP
INNOVATOR 

OF THE 
YEAR!

 

You will remember from our November edition of Contact
Magazine that one of our local young farmers, John Howie of
Girtridge Farm Dundonald, was presented with the British
Farming Sheep Innovator Gold Award, at a digital awards
ceremony hosted by Vernon Kay, on 21st October 2020. This
ceremony showcases achievements of British Farmers across
the agricultural industry. Since losing his father David
prematurely, John has farmed Girtridge in partnership with his
mother, Margaret, and sister, Mary, who are both members of
our Church here in Dundonald. John has agreed to answer a
few questions to fill us in on some of the background to his
“Farming Life”.

An interview with John Howie, Girtridge Farm, who won this fantastic award in October last Year. 



The minister's young son wrote to his aunt to

apologise for forgetting her birthday. “I'm ever

so sorry,” he wrote. “I have no excuse, and it

would serve me right if you forgot mine, which is

next Tuesday.”

The late Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Runcie,

had a great sense of humour. He would

undoubtedly have appreciated a report of his

funeral in a national newspaper, which

added,“His mother was a hairdresser and his

roots were very important to him.”
 

A boat crashed onto the rocks and began to sink.

“Does anyone know how to pray?” shouted the

skipper. “Yes, I do,” cried a zealous Christian,

leaping to his feet. “Good,” said the skipper. “You

pray, the rest of us will put on our life-jackets.

We're one short.”

SmilersSmilers
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We know that you have a number of other farming associated interests. What do these include?
Being a member of Crossroads Young Farmers, the Scottish Association of Young Farmers Clubs has
been a major part of my life. It has given me lots of opportunities from charity fundraising to
appearing on the SSE Hydro stage; from public speaking to travelling across the world. Now I have an
increasing involvement with the National Farmers' Union for Scotland within Ayrshire and the Next
Generation committee. Agriculture is changing and having a strong connection to Government and
policy is becoming more important. We hosted the Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy Fergus
Ewing in June 2018. 

What do you see as the future for farming post Brexit?
Overall I see the future of farming post Brexit as positive. The Brexit deal appears to be favourable to
all sectors in agriculture; however, without a deal the sheep sector in particular was forecast to be a
disaster. Undoubtedly there are still massive challenges ahead. One of which is future trade deals
made across the world and the risk we import food produced to a lower ethical and environmental
standard than here in the UK. Another major challenge is climate change but sustainable,
regenerative and environmentally friendly farming is a big part of the solution. As consumers we
must eat seasonal, support local and check for the country of origin.

Do you have time for any non farming hobbies /interests?  
It is a struggle to make sure I take time off as I am mainly a one man band and I know there is always
work to do. My social life does heavily revolve around agriculture and I have greatly missed going to
the Royal Highland Show this year due to the pandemic. When I can find the time 
I do enjoy road cycling and running in the summer months and have started hill walking this winter.



Dundonald Hill has always been an ideal
site for a settlement or castle. At some
stage it probably had a moat around
three sides of it, supplying fish for the
table as well as forming a defensive
barrier. Although it is only 200 feet
above sea level it has a great command
of the surrounding countryside. On a
clear day a wonderful view is to be
found and Arran, the Paps of Jura, Ben
Lomond and Loudon Hill can all be seen.
The view extends across Glasgow and
well into the hills of the Trossachs.
Excavations carried out by Historic
Scotland have shown that it has
been the site of human habitation for around 5000 years. Stone Age people seem to have chosen the
hill as a place of reasonable security and there followed a succession of settlements. During the Dark
Ages there was a fort on the hill which may have been a minor stronghold of the Strathclyde Britons.
In the aftermath of the Roman occupation of Britain, which ended just after 400 AD, the Britons ruled
an area stretching from just north of Glasgow to the north of Wales. Their principal fortress was
Dumbarton Rock and they would have had many minor forts such as Dundonald throughout their
territory. At least three of their Kings were called Donald and since Dun means hill this could very well
be the origin of the name.  
There is evidence of a hill fort and occupation from about 500 AD to 1000 AD. A disastrous fire to
the timber buildings and palisade, probably started by the Vikings, (the vitrified rock and charred
timbers bears witness) seemed to end the continuous occupation of the site until around 1100 AD.  At
that time a Norman knight called Walter FitzAllan came to Scotland from the court in London and
David I, King of Scotland appointed him as his High Steward. His remit was to look after the King's
property and wealth. In recognition of his position and importance Walter was given land here in the
West of Scotland by the King and he chose Dundonald as the place to build himself a fort or Timber
Castle, the 1st medieval Castle. The role of High Steward became hereditary, so Walter’s son became
High Steward in succession and so on through the generations.  
Why a fortress here? Well you must remember that in the middle of the 13th century this part of the
country was very much a frontier. Scotland was being attacked by The Vikings who already held the
Hebrides and were making incursions into the Clyde and threatening to invade the west coast. To
protect the coastline the King wanted secure military strongholds in strategic places.
The second Medieval Castle or Alexander Stewart’s Castle was built between 1250 and 1260 with
money given by the King to build a large fortress of Dundonald. Alexander Stewart, who styled
himself Alexander de Dundonald, was a descendent of Walter FitzAIIan, the first High Steward, and so
the site had strong family connections. Historic Scotland believes that Alexander Stewart’s Castle was
massive and you may wonder how they are able to deduce what it looked like with so IittIe evidence.
But from what they found in their excavation they believe it may have been modelled on a castle in
the north of France at a place called Coucy le Chateau. This castle was built earlier than the mid 13th
C. and it was still in a reasonable state in the early 1900s (it was severely damaged in a German
assault in the first WW). But enough was known about it to suggest that its design could have been
the prototype for Alexander Stewart’s castle at Dundonald!
 (See next month's article for the  link to France !)

FROM IRENE'S TALKS ON LINE:  HISTORY OF DUNDONALD CASTLE - PART 2 NEXT MONTH 
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650 Celebrations: Stone-painting
650 years of Dundonald Castle commemorates the beginning of the reign of King
Robert II. To celebrate, the FODC team will be running a series of fun events and
projects. We would love to brighten up the Castle hill and surrounding areas on this
exciting year, and we thought a great way to do so is with decorated stones and
rocks!

Want to get creative and join in? All you have to do is find some stones and decorate
them with acrylic paint or paint pens, in a way that expresses what Dundonald
Castle means to you, your favourite thing about it or just a fun medieval themed
design! Once it has dried, we advise sealing them so that they stand the test of time
(and our lovely Scottish rain)  You can use resin, a clear coat or even clear nail polish,
and paint this all over your design, maybe go in with a second coat just to be sure!
Remember to pop the hashtag #DundonaldCastle650 on the back of the stone.
When your stone is ready, go outside and put it in a place where it can be seen, but
be sure to avoid putting it on pathways or  where the grass gets cut. If you are local
to Dundonald, then we welcome you to place your stone on the castle hill (not on the
path or grass), or on the woodland walk along the Smugglers Trail or to Auchans!
During lockdown, we request that people do not travel to Dundonald to place their
designs, they will look just as lovely in your local area! Snap a picture of your
artwork and post in on social media and tag us: @dundonaldcastle on Twitter,
Dundonald_Castle on Instagram and Dundonald Castle and Visitors Centre on
Facebook, and be sure to use #dundonaldcastle650 in your post! We look forward
to seeing your designs!
Not on social media? Send your photos to media@dundonaldcastle.org.uk

Unfortunately Dundonald  Castle and Visitor Centre still remain closed in line with current restrictions
put in place by the Scottish Government. However, a few members of the FODC team are working from
home. We are hopeful that we may be able to reopen in May. We will keep everyone updated and are
keeping our fingers and toes tightly crossed.

CELEBRATING 650 YEARS OF ROYAL DUNDONALD CASTLE 
2021 marks 650 years of Royal Dundonald Castle. Inhabited by King Robert II and Queen Euphemia
from 1371, the current castle is known to have been one of the royal couple’s favourite residences. In
recognition of our 650th Anniversary, we will be delving into the expansive history of the site and the
lives of its’ inhabitants. If there are any aspects of the castle’s long history that you would like to know
more about, please get in touch! We are very much looking forward to being able to celebrate this
special anniversary with you all.

How good it is to realise that God will undertake
 For all who, burdened, cry to Him, “Help me for Jesus' sake.”

 For through His Son He has for all not only sin's release
 But grace for every trial of life.  He keeps the soul in peace.

 Sometimes when we implore the Lord to meet some special need,
 It seems as if His ear is deaf, no matter how we plead.

 But up above the leaden skies, He watches o'er His own,
 He sees our tear-drops, hears our cry, No, we are not alone.

 For every trial, care, and cross, He giveth us more grace,
 And every storm-sky has its rift that shows His loving face.

 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, it is true,
 But He delivers, bless His name.  He sees His children through.

       Anchored Magazine
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Peter Gardner

 GUILD RAISES OVER £500,000 FOR 2018 - 2021 PROJECT PARTNERS
Members have raised more than £500,000 over the last three-year fundraising to be shared between
designated projects. Four of the six initiatives focus on providing opportunities for younger
generations: Journeying Together - a project lifting teenage mothers in Zambia out of poverty; 
Malawi Fruits - helping young people to farm cash crops and to irrigate using solar-powered pumps; 
 Seema's Project, a charity working with street children in Pune, India and The Boys Brigade.  Also
included are Join Up the Dots, a partnership between CrossReach and the Guild tackling loneliness
and isolation; and The Sailors' Society, providing practical and spiritual support to those in the
maritime industry.

KIRK RECORDS BRING SCOTTISH HISTORY TO LIFE ONLINE
Thousands of volumes of Church of Scotland records held in the collections of National Records of
Scotland are now available online. More than a million pages from Kirk Sessions and other
ecclesiastical court records containing details of key events in communities across the country
between 1559 and 1900 have been added to Scotlands People, the National Records of Scotland's
online research service. They offer remarkable insights into lives of ordinary Scots, recording
important moments such as births, marriages and deaths and also include accounts of how people
dealt with exceptional historical events such as wars, epidemics, crop failures and extreme weather.

DEACONS ARE COMMITTED TO SERVE WITH OTHERS
Claire Herbert, 45 who with her husband, Craig, has four children, Ewan, 19, Amy,
18, Adam, 14, and Lauren, 12, is chaplain at the Lodging House Mission.  She has
worked tirelessly with a small group of dedicated volunteers whilst their building
has been closed for normal activities, providing care and support to homeless,
vulnerable and socially excluded people.  “Covid has presented many challenges
to our work so we have adapted our services to meet the changing needs of those
who are homeless and to serve anyone who comes to us for help. Donations of
food, toiletries, clothing etc to LHM have exceeded normal levels and
expectations. We set up a free hot meal voucher scheme with a local takeaway
and I've been running a dedicated chaplaincy line for prayer, bereavement and
support since July.”

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND NEWS
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PRINCE WILLIAM LORD HIGH COMMISSIONER TO 2021 GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
Prince William was appointed by the Queen as her personal representative at the
General Assembly May which will be streamed online from 22nd May.  A small
number of people will be in the Assembly Hall - those running the proceedings,
those reporting to the Assembly and those livestreaming and recording the event.
Commissioners and other attendees will join the event remotely from across
Scotland and around the world. Prince William, the Earl of Strathearn, was
supposed to be Lord High Commissioner at the General Assembly in May 20 but
the event was cancelled and held online over two days in October.

JOY AS NEW MINISTER CALLED TO PORTSOY CHURCH, ABERDEENSHIRE
John Gow, 56, is excited about taking on his new role in one of the most beautiful
parts of Scotland. “The town is full of friendly, warm folk with a real sense of
togetherness and I’m looking forward to further strengthening the Church’s
place at the heart of the community. However, the last year has shown that God
doesn’t expect us to be tied to our buildings. He wants us to take his Good News
out to people." ”Mr Gow grew up in Falkirk and worked for Johnston Press for 27
years, He will be the first full-time minister at Portsoy Church, with Fordyce and
Sandend, for nearly five years.



PANCETTA, CHESTNUT AND ROSEMARY SOUP

125g/4oz butter, 200g/7oz pancetta 
800g/1.8lb vacuum packed whole chestnuts
2 red onions, finely chopped,1 celery stick, finely chopped
2 carrots, finely chopped, 2 garlic cloves, finely chopped
1 tablespoon chopped rosemary, 3 bay leaves

Melt the butter in large saucepan. Add pancetta and cook over low heat until it starts to brown.
Add onions, celery and carrot and cook gently for 5-10 minutes, stirring continually, until
softened. Add chestnuts, garlic, bay leaves and rosemary to pan, and stir together. Cover
completely with boiling water and boil for 2-3 minutes. Reduce heat and simmer, stirring
occasionally, for 35-40 minutes. The chestnuts will start to break up and thicken the soup.
Remove the bay leave. Ladle into warm bowls and serve with crusty bread.

CHOCOLATE YOGURT CAKE 
75g/3oz baking spread, 200g/7oz greek yogurt
300g/12oz caster sugar, 175g/6oz self-raising flour
50g/2oz cocoa powder, sieved, 3 large eggs
1 level tsp baking powder, 2 tablespoons milk
CHOCOLATE ICING:
225g/8oz butter, softened
300g/12 oz icing sugar, plus extra for dusting
2 tablespoons milk, 3 tablespoons cocoa powder, sifted

Preheat oven to 180c/160c Fan/Gas 4. Grease  2 x 20cm (8in) sandwich tins, line each base with a circle
of baking paper. Measure all cake ingredients into a bowl and whisk with electric hand until light and
fluffy.  Divide mixture between tins and level tops. Bake for about 25–30 minutes until the cakes are
shrinking away from tins. Cool in tins for about 10 minutes. Turn cakes out and leave to cool completely
on wire rack. Peel off baking paper.  
CHOCOLATE ICING: Measure ingredients into food processor and whizz for a minute until combined
and smooth. Spread one cake with half the icing; sit the other cake on top and swirl icing on top to make
a pretty pattern. Dust with icing sugar and cut into wedges to serve. Can be made and assembled up to
8 hours ahead. Cooked sponges freeze well but it is always best to ice on day of serving.  Serves 8

GRAN’S CHOCOLATE TRUFFLES
Tin of condensed milk
110g/4oz margarine (eg Stork)/cooking butter
2 tablespoons hot chocolate 
2 tablespoons desiccated coconut 
24 digestive biscuits
100g/4oz Chocolate vermicelli strands
Petit four cake cases 

Place digestives in food bag and roll with rolling pin until they resemble fine breadcrumbs.
 Put digestives, hot chocolate and coconut in heatproof bowl. Melt butter in heavy based pan. Add 
 condensed milk to pan and heat through gently. Add warm  mixture to dry ingredients and stir until
fully mixed. Leave to cool for 20 minutes. Use teaspoon to separate mixture into small quantities and
roll into balls. Roll the balls in vermicelli until covered.  Place in petit four cases to set. 
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Minister:  Rev. Lynsey Brennan 

01563 850243

Lbrennan@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk: Bob Stewart 

bobstewart@rsmarine.co.uk 

Clerk To The Board: Bob McMillan 

gm8Juy@btinternet.com

Treasurer: Sheila Tannock

sheila.tannock@btinternet.com

Safeguarding Coordinator: Janice Hardie

Janhardie@hotmail.co.uk

Fabric Convenor; Doug Grant

douglas 968@bt Internet.com

Rev Lynsey, Sarah Botham

Kirsteen Croll, Debi & Graeme Dunn, 

Isabella Garretty, Netta Highet, 

John Howie, Pam Kavanagh, 

Isobel Mactier, Bob & Irene McMillan

Kathleen & John Morton,

Elizabeth Munro, Sheila Payne, 

Shirley Shaw,  Linda Williams

and thank you to all who contributed to 
our Special Memory Pages 
Photographs - Shirley Shaw 

Cover Photograph: Shirley
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Articles for May Contact please

by  25TH APRIL 2021

CHARITY NO: SC008482

Shirley

This year we will not be doing our door to door collection as we can’t
predict what the situation will be in May. If you would like to give  a

donation before the 16th May please put it in an envelope with
'Christian Aid' written on the front and drop it off to 

Rev Lynsey at the Manse, Bob McMillan, 12 Parkthorn View 
or Elizabeth Munro at 5 Wilson Place.

 There will also be a retiral collection on 16th May.
Hopefully we will back to normal in 2022.

"Spring flowers are in blossom all over. The whole world's a choir—and singing! "
Song of Songs 2:12  The Message

https://www.facebook.com/DundonaldParishChurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ
http://www.twitter.com/ChurchDundonald
http://www.dundonald-parish-church.com/

