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WELCOME
Great to see you again for

another online Contact.

With a big thank you to all of our
contributors for sharing lockdown

experiences - some of the highs
and lows. What comes through is
the blessing of living in our village

of Dundonald despite the
restrictions.  Long may it continue!

Our daughter Sarah, who is living in
Canada, has helped tremendously
with setting up these online issues.
The above photo that she took in

Nova Scotia, (and insisted on
including!) is in a way appropriate

as we are in a kind of 'New
Scotland' under lockdown. 

 
  We hope you enjoy this issue.

F R A N C E S  M A V O R
Editor

sandyfrancesm@hotmail.com
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SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS

dundonald-parish-church.com

https://www.facebook.com/DundonaldParishChurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ
http://www.dundonald-parish-church.com/


SIMPLICITY, LOVE AND JUSTICE

LYNSEY'S
LETTER
 

Dear Friends,
 

I’m writing this letter in week 6 of lock-down due to the COVID-19 pandemic

where we still need to socially distance ourselves from other people or

completely self-isolate depending on our current health situation.  I really

hope you are all well and are keeping safe and connected to family and

friends over the telephone or internet. 
 

As a parish minister and people person, staying away from others is

completely alien to me!  On a typical week I would be visiting the homes of

parishioners and community groups, meeting friends and colleagues for

coffee, hosting groups in the manse, holding the hands of those that need

prayer, going to the hospitals to visit the sick, taking worship into Dundonald

House, joining in with the fun and games at the Boy’s Brigade, Rainbows &

Brownies and dropping into the school to share in their assemblies and/or

classroom activities and in the process collecting many cuddles from the P1

girls that like to welcome me with hugs.  People!  Seeing people, talking to

people face to face, holding people and being close to people is what my

vocation requires. 
 

The saddest part of this lock-down for me has been taking funerals where

family members and close friends cannot attend to mourn, where only a

handful of people (immediate family) are at the service and where you

cannot even reach out to hug someone that needs to be comforted in their
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grief. It’s heartbreaking and it goes against our natural human instincts not

to physically comfort those that need our touch. 
 

However, in the midst of this pandemic God’s Spirit is moving, waking

people up to His presence. “Be Still and Know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10).

Most have been forced to slow down and to pick up a very different pace of

life and are learning to value a life rich in simplicity, love and justice. We

know that more people are walking and taking up their daily exercise,

being grateful for the fresh-air and noticing more the sights and sounds of

their environment. Simple things that before went unnoticed are now being

treasured.  And we are blessed in abundance here in Dundonald as we have

access to the open countryside, streams, a reservoir and many country

paths. 
 

This time has also helped parents and children learn how to play and have

fun together, more time being spent cooking, baking, gardening and

decorating homes with colourful rainbows of hope. These experiences are

creating memories of love in the lives of our young people. In our time of

isolation we have also become more connected to our neighbours, new

communities have formed; we have reached out more to the stranger and

reminded those who are vulnerable that they matter. We have raised and

praised those in our society that are truly worthy of our attention - the NHS

staff that are risking their lives to save others and to keep this pandemic

under control. No longer is the media attention on the rich and famous but

instead on the true heroes of our day that seek to bring healing despite

personal sacrifice. People are also fund-raising, volunteering to support

others and using their own time, money and/or resources to provide needed

supplies and services. Love, justice and a concern and respect for all people

have flooded back into our communities, society and nation. I don’t need to

look far to see where God is in this pandemic. 
 

There is also an appetite again to feed off God’s Word. More than a quarter 
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of a million have watched ‘Reflection on the Quay’ in it’s first 4-weeks (a

televised weekly Church service). The BBC also showed ‘Priest School’

following the training and calling of their young priests and 80,000

viewers watched in one night. This has been the highest audience for any

digital channel in Scotland.  And as Church services have moved on-line

(like our own here in Dundonald), more people are attending worship than

ever before. A Church in Edinburgh for their on-line Easter service had over

8,000 viewers that day! 
 

My hope and prayer is that this time of simplicity, love and justice changes

us as a nation and God is placed again at the centre.  A nation that has

slowed down the pace enough to hear the voice of God and to know when

you ‘come near to God, He will come near to you’ (James 4:8a).  A nation

that hears God’s word afresh and it rings loud in its truth, love and grace

creating a love that spills over onto others and which in turn generates

more love - for ‘God is love’ (1 John 4:7-21).
 

If you are someone that is hearing God speak (for the first time or more

clearly than before), please get in touch, I’d love to hear from you.  Please

also get in touch if life is tough and you need some prayer support and/or a

listening ear.  Please too be reminded of our weekly Church service

available on YouTube under ‘Dundonald Parish Church’ and each day you

will find a daily reflection and prayer on our Facebook page. 
 

“May the Lord lead your hearts into a full understanding and expression
of the love of God and the patient endurance that comes from Christ”. 
(2 Thessalonians 3:5)
 

Peace & Love 
Your Minister
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PERFECT PEACE
 
Thou will keep Him in perfect peace,

Who's mind is stayed on thee,
When shadows come and darkness

falls, He giveth inward peace,
His is the only perfect resting place,

He giveth perfect peace,
Thou will keep Him in perfect peace,

Who's mind is stayed on thee.
                                   

ANCHORED MAGAZINE
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REGISTER
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CONTACT MAGAZINE -   5   - MAY 2020



PRAYERS IN A TIME OF CORONAVIRUS - 
LOVE NEVER FAILS

PRAYER
 

Even in the darkest moments, love gives hope. Love compels us ...

to fight against coronavirus alongside our sisters and brothers

living in poverty ... to stand together in prayer with neighbours

near and far ... to give and act as one. Our futures are bound

together more tightly than ever before.  As we pray in our  homes

around the world, we are united as one family. So, let us pause

and find a moment of peace, as we lift up our hearts together in

prayer.

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

For health workers tending the seriously ill, for the scientists

working on a vaccination; for the researchers analysing data and

identifying trends; for the media outlets working to

communicate reality; for the supermarket workers, hygiene and

sanitation providers; for the good news stories of recoveries and

effective planning; for the singing from balconies by locked-

down communities; for the recognition that isolation doesn’t

need to mean loneliness; for the notes through letterboxes

offering help and support; for the internet and telephones and

technology that connects; for the awakened appreciation of

what is truly important. Thanks be to God.

For those who are unwell and concerned for loved ones; for those

who were already very anxious; for those immune suppressed or

compromised; for those vulnerable because of underlying

conditions; for those in the ‘most at risk to coronavirus’

categories; for those watching their entire income stream dry up;

for those who have no choice but to go out to work for those who

are afraid to be at home; for those who are more lonely than

they've ever been; for those who are bereaved and grieving. God

be their healer, comfort and protection,

be their strength, shield and provision, be their security, safety

and close companion and raise up your Church to be your well-

washed hands and faithful feet, to be present to the pain, to

respond with love in action if even from a safe distance. 

God, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
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A PRAYER FOR MEDICAL WORKERS EVERYWHERE 

Restoring and healing God, thank you for all medical workers,

embodying sacrificial love, staying away from their loved ones

comforting the concerned and bereaved, reassuring the anxious

and vulnerable, working to heal and restore people who are ill and

at the end of their demanding shifts, they return home, exhausted .  

Be their guide, strength, wisdom and hope.  We pray that those in

authority will provide the proper protective equipment to these

dedicated workers for whom we all have extreme gratitude and

appreciation.

May these extraordinary times lead to necessary changes in how

our world works, resulting in a genuine effort to address injustices 

 determined by geography, to awaken us to the reality of how

connected we are and to work together to create the community

and world we all want to be part of.  So help us, God.

 

‘I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,

nor things present, nor things to come … will be able to separate us

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ (Romans 8:38-39)

God of heaven and earth, in these times of isolation, distant from

loved ones, friends and neighbours, thank you that not even

coronavirus is able to separate us from your love. May your love that

never fails continue to be shared through the kindness of strangers

and neighbours, all recognising our shared vulnerability, each

grateful for every breath, and willing everyone to know the gift of a

full and healthy life. Keep us all in your care.

A PRAYER FOR TIMES OF ISOLATION
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A PRAYER FOR A GLOBAL PANDEMIC 

‘Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures

all things. Love never ends.’ (1 Corinthians 13:7-8)

Loving God, strengthen our innermost being with your love that

bears all things, even the weight of this global pandemic, the long

haul of watching for symptoms of patiently waiting for this to pass,

keeping our gaze fixed on you, and looking out for our neighbours.

Instil in our shaken souls the belief and hope that all things are

possible with your creative love for strangers to become friends, for

science to source solutions, for resources to be generously shared

so everyone, everywhere, may have what they need, that your

perfect love which knows no borders, may cast out any fear and

selfishness that divides. May your love that never ends be our

comfort, strength and guide for the wellbeing of all and the glory of

God.



C H R I S T I A N  A I D  W E E K  1 0 - 1 6  M A Y

Christian Aid Week is going ahead, but will be very different. As this virus

spreads across the world, love rises up in response. You’ve already shown

incredible kindness to your neighbours. Your love protects. From storms,

from drought, and now from coronavirus. Your love protects our global

neighbours battling the spread of this illness. Your love protects. With soap,

clean water and medical supplies. By supporting us this Christian Aid Week,

you can reach out and protect more of your neighbours today.
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A PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

May your love that never fails strengthen

the weak, encourage the fearful, calm

the anxious, heal the sick through your

Church – your washed hands and feet on

earth – distant but still present, virtual

but still connected, apart but still

helping. God in your mercy, hear

our prayer.

A PRAYER BEFORE SILENCE 

Loving God, we seek your presence in the

silence beyond words looking to you for

comfort, strength, protection and

reassurance, breathing with gratitude,

holding on to hope, knowing that you are

still God in the midst of the turmoil and

that your love reaches to the ends of the

earth. Be present with us now. Amen.



My birthday was on the 31 March 2020, and with

the Country in lockdown, social distancing and

me being vulnerable, I thought it would be a

quiet day with only family contacts....

A BIRTHDAY L IKE
NO OTHER . . . Jim McQuiston

How wrong can you be?

Firstly, I got a call from a friend who used to be a neighbour wishing

me a Happy Birthday and a wee chat. 

Next call I was being serenaded by Pam with Happy Birthday and a

wee chat. 

Next was a call from Rev. Lynsey and another very pleasant wee chat. 

Then a visit from Sandy and Frances and a chat through the window. 

Next call, I was serenaded again, this time by the Croll Family singers

with an input by Gigha the dog (shades of the Sound of Music!) 

Then a visit from Paul, Annie, Joseph and Daniel and a chat through

the window. All members of the Clan McQ.

Next a gentle tap on the door and on opening there was a box of

fiendishly sweet chocolates and Sheila and dog at a distance and

another wee chat. 

Next my Daughter arrived bearing gifts. Birthday cards were coming

through the letter box all day. 

A day or so later Elaine called and another wee chat. 

Altogether a very uplifting and humbling experience. A birthday like

no other indeed, as a brand spanking new Nonagenarian, I wish to

thank you all very very much. 

God Bless
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IRENE MCMILLAN

At this time when this horrendous pandemic has taken over

the world, it may seem strange to many of you that I haven’t

found it difficult to pass the time.  I do appreciate how lucky I

am in that we have a large garden, and a house where Bob

and I can be on separate floors never mind separate rooms, if

we wish.  We live in a lovely village with many opportunities to

take our daily exercise.  Fortunately, Bob and I enjoy spending

time together although I do miss not being able to hug my

family.  We are lucky, as I told my 15 year old Grandson the

other day, that we can keep in touch via the phone,

WhatsApp or computer.  In actual fact we are seeing more of

some of our family.  One of our daughters lives way down in

Marlow and we have two grandchildren there, Phoebe who is

seven and Fergus who is five, who are being home schooled

just now.  Although we normally saw them on Facetime twice

a week we now see them every day as we are the

entertainment while mum, Mhairi, prepares the lunch.  We are

required to do “Simon Says”, tell stories, watch gymnastics

and Lego construction masterpieces and get chapter and

verse on what their lessons have been about that morning.

We are very fortunate that we have good neighbours and I

have found that when out walking everyone is very friendly

and considerate.  I have taken the opportunity to browse

through the hundreds of photographs we have and Bob is

digitising some of them. I pray that the scientists will discover

a vaccine for this terrible virus very soon.  My heart goes out to

all of the people who have suffered or lost loved ones and I

hope that life returns to normality in the not too distant

future.

LOCKDOWN
LIVES
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BOB MCMILLAN

My first thought was that it would be little different in the McMillan household except for

the fact that we couldn’t go out in the car, but then I thought Irene might end up having

withdrawal symptoms with not getting near the shops!  We’ve actually been fine, I’ve

worked in the garden (not that you’d notice) and Irene has sorted out the family photo

archive, posting an anonymous baby photo of one or other of our children and

grandchildren on our family WhatsApp group every day for them to identify or cringe over. 

Irene started a 1000 piece jigsaw but I think I did most of it - well it becomes compulsive,

doesn’t it?  There’s a lot of decorating etc that I should have been doing but hey, that can

wait!  Our family all get together at 6 pm on Fridays on a WhatsApp video group call and

someone organises a little quiz or something.  It’s been a great way of linking us all together

as a family, just as Lynsey’s E-Worship videos do on YouTube with our Church family and

way beyond.  We are fortunate that we can get most of what we need either here in the

village or nearby and really don’t need to go very far which makes the “Stay at home”

message easy for us at least. As Irene said in her piece, we are fortunate that we can have

time together and time apart and all of this just makes me all the more grateful for what we

have health wise and in other ways, but I do miss worshiping in our wee Church on a

Sunday.

ETHAN PENMAN

On my first few weeks of lockdown I found that doing

homework in your own home doesn’t feel right so I have

tried to do different things. I would try PE with Joe Wicks

and if I did not enjoy it then I would go out for a walk or

ride my bike instead and because of this I now have a

rough schedule of what I do.  I found it hard to get up at

8:00 at the beginning and I’m still working on it but that’s

how it should be. You can’t just have a perfect timetable for

lockdown on the first day or any day.  I always go outside at

8:00pm on Thursdays to clap for the NHS and I have made 

a rainbow and stuck it on to my front window because

sometimes it’s those little things that matter. It’s hard not

being able to see your wider family every day. I was used to

staying at my papa and nanas but I can still see them on

Face time or Skype and don’t worry because after it’s over

we will all be fine.  Anyway what I’m trying to say is that

lockdown is its own little adventure and we’re exploring it.

-   LOCKDOWN LIVES  -
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So, the lockdown began for me on Tuesday 24 March when I was told
that for the foreseeable future I would be working from home. The first
week was like a bit of a weird dream as my colleagues and I adjusted to
working in our pyjamas, sorry clothes!  I decided early on, that routine
would be what would keep me going, so I start my days by doing P.E.
with Joe Wicks at 7am, I take the weekends off, but have managed to
keep up with Mr Wicks ... well most of the time, but burpies are not my
friend!! 
 
During the second week my colleague had a birthday so we had to
celebrate this the best we could through our video meeting!  We all
dressed up in our finery and put on our best hats, sang Happy Birthday
and toasted good health. We then had a quiz and a game of Play your
Cards Right - who knew this could be such an exciting game!  
 
I had my ups and downs in the third week but having daily walks and
keeping in touch with my family, friends and my Church family has been
a lifeline. A family game of bingo was entertaining, especially when
mum and dad realised their numbers had been called out a good while
back and no-one actually won! 
 
It is lovely to spend more time with my son George and we can usually
be found playing football in the front; well I am usually standing in the
goals and attempting to save the ball, but I am actually trying to save
the bruises and the windows from his 45mph kicks!   
 
During Easter week, I was privileged to be asked to do the Bible reading.
The actual reading was fine, but the setting up of my phone at the right
height, with the right backdrop at the right angle was an interesting
challenge that kept me occupied for a few hours ... well I wasn't doing
anything else (see photo of my step ladder)!
 
As I write this, I don't know when lockdown will end, but we just have
to take each day as it comes and enjoy the beautiful countryside we are
so lucky to have on our doorstep. I pray for my colleagues in our health
and care services and all the key workers and volunteers who are going
above and beyond for our communities.  And remember......faith is like
WIFI, it's invisible, but it has the power to connect you to what you need
and God won't give you what you can't deal with!
 
Be safe and keep well, this will not last forever. Staying positive doesn't
mean you have to be happy all the time, it means that even on hard
days you know that there are better ones coming. 
 
Hope to see you all very soon. With all my blessings. x

The Earl Rise lockdown!!
-   LOCKDOWN LIVES  -

Elaine McClure



SAM ANDERSON
 

As many of you may know, at the beginning of the year we made the difficult decision to live in a
caravan in the garden ... whilst our dear family home was rebuilt from scratch!  Now, moving into
a two bedroom static caravan with five children and three cats is not an easy task at the best of
times, and we certainly endured a turbulent start to the year with constant rain, a couple of
major storms, a leaking roof and finally the gas boiler catching alight.  But as March dawned, we
felt much more positive: Spring was on its way, the weather was finally getting drier, and we
were looking forward to the main structure of the new house going up.  And then lockdown
happened….. This is our diary of the first few weeks of our new adventure.
 

Week One
Caravan school officially opens on the same day that the builders have to down tools.  Luckily
they manage to rig up our washing machine in their cabin so that we can have clean clothes,
and fix the boiler so that we can have hot water.  It feels strange to see the building site so quiet
and empty but the cats enjoy climbing on the diggers and exploring the foundations.  We soon
find a new routine to the school day, starting with a walk through the woods first thing, followed
by a couple of hours of schoolwork, lunch, reading time, creative time and then exercise.  Gordon
takes charge of PE and has us all lifting weights and doing circuits - even Lachlan is developing a
six pack.  We struggle somewhat with our dodgy Internet connection as so much schoolwork is
done online, and when the kids break my laptop, tempers flare.  Keir needs a trip to A & E when
his knee becomes infected, and our sink leaks and floods the kitchen.  But the kids start
adapting to the slower pace of life and do lots of baking (just as well we are doing so much
exercise!), making flapjacks and Easter nests.  We have our own mini church service on Sunday
and put the clocks forward, rejoicing in the lighter nights.
 

Week Two
School continues and we decide to concentrate on space in our creative time.  The kids make 
moon biscuits showing the phases of the moon, and a model of the solar system using
cardboard plates. They collect ingredients for secret potions from the woods, and sticks to enact
Star Wars battles among the huge piles of mud littering the building site.  On Thursday during
the clap for carers, Isla falls off one of the piles of insulation and breaks her wrist.  

Five are Homeschooled In a Caravan: the Andersons’ Lockdown Diary!

-   LOCKDOWN LIVES  -
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The A & E department at Crosshouse is eerily quiet but the nurses are as warm and friendly as ever,
and soon have her patched up.  The following day Ruari badly sprains his ankle and so off we go to
hospital again, but thankfully it isn’t broken.  We watch lots of Horrible Histories and make a start
on clearing out the vegetable patch, and finish the week sitting amongst the foundations, enjoying
the evening sun and a cold drink.
 

Week Three
The Easter holidays begin with a trip back to hospital for Isla to be fitted with her cast.  While we
are there, the fire alarm goes off and we spend a good 30 minutes waiting in the corridors, but the
boys have made chocolate cake which is waiting for us on our return.  It’s a relief to have a break
from homeschooling, and the days pass in a blur.  We sow seeds in the vegetable patch and do
stargazing of a night-time, toasting marshmallows over a fire.  We are so touched to receive Easter
eggs and treats for the children from various people in the church and in the village, and even from
our lovely postman Mark, and feel so very grateful.  We celebrate the Easter weekend by baking hot
cross buns, and watching Lynsey’s service, but also manage another quick trip to A & E when
Gordon gets a bit of wood chip caught in his eye.
 

Week Four
A quiet week of working in the garden and watching the kids build a den in the woodland next to
our garden. We were meant to be visiting Grandma in South Shields this week, but we FaceTime
her and send her lots of photos of the sunshine. Gordon's fitness sessions continue but the rest of
the days blur into one, and I begin to crave more routine.  At the end of the week the caravan door
falls off, snapped clean off its hinges, and so we have to get used to propping it up against the
empty doorway at night - thank goodness for dry weather!
 

Week Five
A welcome (for some) return to Caravan School, and we resume our daily walks in the woods. We
gather some of the wild flowers that carpet the woodland, and press them to make pictures with,
and pick nettles to make tea (not a success!). Gordon finally manages to get hold of new hinges for
the caravan door, and it feels so luxurious to be able to close the door at night and feel warm and
secure.  The kids watch Pirates of the Caribbean and make their own ships out of cardboard (their
own toys have been packed away!), and at the end of the week we have a special treat of takeaway
pizza and ice cream from Vanilla Joes, happy to celebrate a whole week without a visit to
Crosshouse!
 

And so we have survived five weeks of lockdown and are incredibly grateful to all our amazing
friends and neighbours, for keeping up our spirits and for their love and support.  We are so lucky to
live so close to the woods and to have the space for the children to play in the garden and to enjoy
the amazing weather. But although I do try to focus on our blessings and be positive, please don’t
feel that life on the building site is always idyllic.  As our neighbours and those walking up the hill
will attest, there is always a fair amount of raised voices, tears and tantrums coming from the
caravan.  It is not easy for all seven of us to be together all the time in such a confined space, and
there are many times when I want to run away in frustration.  It is ok to not be ok, and to have bad
days.  It is ok to cry and feel sorry for ourselves.  The important thing is that tomorrow is a fresh day,
that this too will pass, and that, as Captain/Colonel Tom reminds us: ‘the sun will shine again!’
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Hi let me introduce myself - I am David Wilson. Some of you may 
have already met me - I am new to Dundonald.  Moving here 
was a massive thing for me; I came from Glasgow to this small, 
quiet village on my own and that was very daunting. I am 
disabled, have some complex medical needs and suffer from 
mental health issues which I didn’t talk about until I moved 
here. I was really struggling to deal with the passing of my Mam, 
I felt I was alone and that made mental health issues seem so 
much worse. I found myself in a lovely small house in a quiet 
street, was looking for some things for my house and I popped 
a message onto a Dundonald recycling page. Unbeknown to
me the response and kindness from the kind warm hearted 
people of this fantastic place was overwhelming, to say the least. I ended up in contact
with a lovely lady called Rev. Lynsey Brennan. She came to my house (before lockdown)
and spoke to me and put a lot of things in perspective and gave me loads of advice - I can’t
thank Rev. Brennan enough and the lovely people of Dundonald. 
 

As we all know, times are tough right now - doing shopping, getting out, even collecting
meds is so difficult. Where I stayed in Glasgow you tried to avoid making eye contact with
people; here, I have had notes posted through my door, folk come and chap and ask if I
need anything, folk take my bins out, even the man from the shop calls me to make sure
I'm ok and to find out if I need anything. After a short time staying here I have come to
realise that this isn’t just a village or small community, this is a lovely caring place where
everyone looks after each other and all my fears of being somewhere new on my own have
gone. I couldn’t have done that without the care, love, respect and warmth of the amazing
people of Dundonald.
 

During this difficult period look after yourself and your family, respect the government
guidelines and we will get through this horrible ordeal. A massive thank you from myself to
the frontline staff of the NHS and any other person working during these times and of
course thank you to the people of Dundonald - you’re such a wonderful bunch of people.
 

Love, care and blessing 
David
 

There’s a sunbeam for each raindrop,
A smile for every tear,
A bright day for each dark one;
Oh, there’s no need to fear.
For every stormy sky,
One of clear and shining blue;
The deeper the sorrow, the greater the joy
Life has in store for you.

ROBERT O'PRAY (D 24.01.18) 
A FRIEND OF DUNDONALD CHURCH AND VILLAGE

Compensation



Last month, the Friends of Dundonald Castle SCIO celebrated the acceptance of their

Community Asset Transfer bid by South Ayrshire Council. The charity applied to

purchase the existing visitor centre and a small area of land adjacent to it, owned 

by the local authority, for £28,000. 

Now they are celebrating again after the Scottish Land Fund awarded them a grant of

£29,000 to complete the purchase. The Scottish Land Fund is a programme which

supports community organisations across Scotland to own land, buildings and other

assets. FODC want the plot to build a replacement visitor hub as the current space

presented by the building is now too small to meet the needs of both locals and visitors.

The current programmes planned for the future at the Visitor Centre include a highly

rated education programme and community heritage programme. Both help educate

visitors, and the community about the fundamental role the Castle played in the history

of Scotland, and indeed the UK, as the birthplace of the Stewart Dynasty. Ownership of

the Centre will enable FODC to develop the centre so that it 

is able to provide a better quality experience for all, and to expand the community

support programmes already established at the Centre.

Finally, a massive thank you to all friends, visitors, regulars and local community groups

and individuals for all their support and encouragement throughout the process. This is

truly a success for the whole community!

GOOD NEWS FROM DUNDONALD CASTLE!
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
FINE HOUSES FOR SALE!

In 2006 Fairlie House (Fairlie Five Lums) had just come on the market 
and Craig House was being restored! 

No, this is not an estate agent taking advantage of 'Contact' to advertise his wares, but

there are fine houses for sale in the district.  One of them could be yours - a snip at

£1.8  million.  This is Fairlie House, better known locally as Fairlie Five Lums, which was

built in the 1780s for Sir William Cunningham-Fairlie in the style of Robert Adam.  It

sits in a secluded spot on the River Irvine not three miles from the village.  Across the

river, further downstream and just outside the parish, you may have seen what

appears to be a new white building.  But it is not new; it is a major restoration of Craig,

an old house, once the residence of the Morrice family, which is being converted into

luxury flats.
 

Both of these houses have significant connections with our Church as they were the

homes of families who were Heritors and major benefactors of Dundonald Church. 

Heritors were  local landowners who jointly looked after the fabric of the Church and

contributed money for its upkeep.  They were also responsible for selecting the

minister of the parish and their decisions in this matter were not always acceptable to

congregations.  At about the time Fairlie House was being built Sir William Fairlie was

heavily involved in the planning and  financing of the new Church in Dundonald (the

200th anniversary was celebrated in 2004).
 

Other Heritors' houses are still to be seen in the district. Like Fairlie, hidden and not

well known, we have Hillhouse, above and to the west of the quarry.  It was for many

years the  home of the McKerrell family who were prominent Heritors.  There were also

the Cunninghams of Caprington, the Kelsos of Dankeith and of course the principal 

GORDON STEWART
FROM CONTACT 2006

Fairlie Craig Hillhouse
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Heritor and Patron of the Church, the Earl of Eglinton with his castle near Kilwinning. 

Eglinton Castle is all but gone as is Shewalton House which was the home of the Boyles.

Newfield House, home of the Crawfords was demolished about forty years ago, as was

Corraith, home of the Campbells.
 

All of these families and others were strong supporters of the Church and we should be

grateful to them.  But of course concern amongst congregations all over the country

regarding the role of the Patrons in selecting ministers lead to the abolition of Patronage.
 

This brings us back to Fairlie Five Lums.  When the Free Church was to be set up in

Dundonald the land on which it was built was gifted to the new congregation by Sir John

C Fairlie.  If you look above the inside door of the Hall, the original door to the Free Church,

you will see a plaque commemorating that fact.

 

Caprington Dankeith Eglinton

THOU ART GOD
  Thou Art …
  The peace of all things calm, the place to hide from harm,

  The light that shines in dark, the heart's eternal spark,

  The door that's open wide, the guest who waits inside,

  The stranger at the door, the calling of the poor,

  My Lord and with me still, My Lord keep me from ill,

  The Light, the Truth, the Way, My Saviour this very day.

PORTREE PARISH CHURCH MAGAZINE

MESSAGE FROM MALAWI
We are so sad to hear this
bad news that the lives of 

 dear brothers and sisters in
the Lord have been lost due

to Corona virus. We pray,
speak and declare healing
all over the Nations of the

World, including Britain. We
stand, trusting in your

promises and decree that no
plague shall come near our
dwelling. Heal the infected

and affected, for by your
stripes we are healed. 
Stay blessed, Shalom.

Elizabeth & Bordingtone.
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THE BEST INHERITANCE A FATHER CAN LEAVE HIS CHILDREN IS A GOOD EXAMPLE.
When she was a little girl her father, an artist, would often be busy at his easel,

mixing oils and painting on his big canvases while she sat nearby on the floor,

working just as hard as he was with her own set of crayons and a colouring book.

Many a time he would set his brushes aside, reach down and lift her up onto his lap.  

Then he would curl her little hand around one of his brushes, enfolding it with his

own larger and stronger hand and ever so gently, he would guide her hand and the

brush, dipping it into the palette and mixing the burnt umbers and raw siennas and

then stroke the wet, shiny paint onto the canvas before them both.  

The little girl watched in amazement as together they made something beautiful.

Little did this father know that he was giving his daughter skills that would bring

great fulfilment to her life.  Today,  Joni Eareckson Tada, a quadriplegic since a diving

accident during her teen years, is still painting, but this time with a paintbrush in her

mouth.  Much of her earnings is channelled into ministry to help others.  Her

compassion too is a reflection of that shown her by a loving tender father.

For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children,

encouraging comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God.  1 Thessalonians

2:11
GOD'S LITTLE DEVOTIONAL BOOK FOR EVERYONE
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Welcome to Likoma Island in Lake Malawi (part of the Ayr Presbytery link) where we
meet the little girl from this remote Malawian community who’s determined to
succeed, with a little help from Mary’s Meals.
 

"My grandmother is my role model,” Felicitas says with a smile. “I want to be a nurse like
her when I’m older. I will give sick people medicine.”  The determined nine-year-old
lives with her gran, mum, three brothers and three cousins in a small, mud brick house
on the remote, rocky island – an eight-hour journey by boat from mainland Malawi. 
 

Life can be hard - electricity is limited, there are no paved roads, and dry, sandy soils
make farming almost impossible. The community depends on fishing for survival and
most of the food they eat has to be imported from the mainland. Felicitas’ mum,
Charity, works long hours to support her family but they often eat just once a day at
home. 
 

Mary’s Meals offers a lifeline - sacks of food are transported by boat, then carried to
school kitchens across the island by some of the volunteers who cook and serve meals
for hundreds of children every school day. Each morning, Felicitas rushes to Ulisa
Primary School – mug in hand – eager to receive her daily serving of phala (porridge).
The nutritious breakfast sets her up for the day ahead, helping her to focus on her
studies and feeding her hopes and ambitions for the future. “Mary’s Meals tastes good,”
she says. “It gives me strength. When I eat it, I don’t feel weak in class.” 
 

Charity dropped out of school, but hopes things will be different for her daughter. She
wants her to complete her education and pursue her dream of a career in nursing – and
she is delighted with the difference daily meals are making. “Now that Felicitas is eating
phala at school she is gaining weight, is more energetic and healthier too.” 
 

Thanks to the generous donations from our Birthday Scheme members, we are about
to give another donation of £750 to Mary's Meals which will provide meals to about 50
children like Felicitas for a full school year.

Supported by our

Birthday Scheme
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CHORIZO & BEAN STEW
 

350g/12 oz tin butter beans (cannellini, borlotti or black-eyed 

will do just as well)

225g/8 oz hot chorizo sausage for cooking

50ml/2 fl oz olive oil 

5 garlic cloves, thinly sliced

½ medium onion, finely chopped

175ml/6 fl oz red wine

1 400g/14 oz can chopped tomatoes

1 tablespoon thyme leaves

2 tablespoon chopped flat leaf parsley

½ teaspoon salt

 

Cut the chorizo sausages into thin slices. Put olive oil and garlic into a pan and heat over

medium/high heat until the garlic begins to sizzle. Add chorizo and cook until the slices are lightly

browned on both sides, then add onion and continue to cook until it has softened. Add red wine

and cook until it has reduced to almost nothing, then canned chopped tomatoes, thyme, drained

beans and salt and simmer for 15 minutes. Scatter the parsley over, spoon the stew into deep,

warm bowls and serve with crusty fresh bread.

 

BANOFFEE BROWNIES
 

120g/4.5oz unsalted butter 120g/4.5oz plain chocolate

200g/7oz soft light brown sugar 397g can Carnation caramel

2 eggs,medium

120g/4.5oz plain flour

200g/7oz digestive biscuits, crushed

2 bananas, sliced 

For the topping:

50g/2oz dark chocolate

50g/2oz digestives, crushed

To Serve: Whipped cream
 

Heat the oven to 180C /160F/G4 and line a 30cm x 23cm baking tray with greaseproof paper. In

saucepan, stir butter and chocolate over a low heat until completely melted. Remove from the

heat. Add sugar and 50g caramel, then beat with an electric whisk until the caramel has

dissolved.  Add the eggs one a a time, beating in quickly so they don’t scramble, then stir through

the flour and a pinch of salt until just combined. Put the crushed digestives into the prepared tray

and pour over the brownie mix. Dot over with the rest of the caramel. Run a sharp knife through the

mix, swirling the chocolate. Top with sliced banana. Bake in the oven for about 20 minutes. The

brownie should be super gooey in the centre, so don’t overcook! Remove from the oven and allow

to cool in the tin. Once fully cooled, melt the dark chocolate and drizzle all over the brownie, then

top with crumbled biscuits. Serve with a dollop of whipped cream.

tasty treats for lockdown! Sheila Payne



Dr. Fair will officially succeed Rt Rev Colin Sinclair as the Kirk’s

ambassador on May 16. The proceedings will be broadcast live

on the Church’s website and Facebook page from 11am at the

General Assembly Hall, Edinburgh on the day that the General

Assembly should have opened and will follow strict social

distancing guidelines.  The outgoing Moderator, Rt Rev Colin

Sinclair will open the service, reflect on his year and offer some

words of advice to the new Moderator. The Moderator’s cross

and ring will be placed in a box on a table and Dr Fair will be

invited to put them on. He will then address the Church and

nation as he looks forward to the year ahead:  “Taking on the

role was always going to be a challenge. So for me, trusting in

God to lead is where I’m at personally... but I’m ready to

embrace the challenge and go forward in faith.”  Principal

Clerk, Rev Dr George Whyte says: “Martin Fair is just the right

person to offer us leadership and inspiration in these

challenging times."  Dr Fair’s wife Elaine and Mr Sinclair’s wife

Ruth will be in attendance along with a skeleton media crew

to manage the live broadcast. Mr Fair will adopt the title 

"Rt Rev Dr" and continue in his role as minister of St Andrew’s

Parish Church in Arbroath and carry out moderatorial duties

when appropriate.
Rt Rev Colin Sinclair said “I am delighted that Rev Dr Martin Fair is my

successor; he will take office at a demanding and unusual time and I

wish him every blessing in the year ahead. It has been an immense

privilege and honour to serve as the Moderator of the General

Assembly.  The Church has responded in creative and innovative ways

to Covid 19, both in providing worship on-line and developing new

models of pastoral care.” The final two months of Mr Sinclair’s diary

was practically wiped out but he rose to the challenge of Coronavirus

restrictions and has spent many hours recording online Sunday

sermons, prayers and producing daily Facebook Live reflections with

his wife which have been watched by tens of thousands of people

around the world. Mr Sinclair, who will be known as Very Rev Colin

Sinclair after he stands down, will soon return to his role as the

minister of Palmerston Place Church in Edinburgh.

 

CONTACT MAGAZINE -   22   - MAY 2020

Special Service To Install New Moderator - Rev Dr Martin Fair



we felt that they need help to protect them and their loved ones as well. Lots of our ladies

like to sew and are very talented but are isolated at home with time on their hands. We put

out a call for help and volunteers started to come forward immediately. They are providing

their own fabric, ribbon, cord and their time and talents as a thank you to the NHS.  Some

people have sewing machines but no material and others are donating material which is

being left on the doorsteps of those who request it.  After work, NHS staff can put their

uniform straight into the bag, and then the washing machine, to avoid contaminating

anything at home."   Rev Mary Haddow, minister at Pitlochry Church, said - "We have been

inundated with support from the local community and encourage other Churches to take

up a similar project if they can.  We have had many local hospitals asking for bags, as well as

paramedics and care workers. We do ask that the bags are made of cotton, or have a high

cotton content, so they don’t shrink in the wash, have a drawstring around the top, and are

washed at 60 degrees before they are given away. This way all bacteria are killed off. These

bags will also avoid staff using plastic carrier bags and that contributes to helping the

environment.”  If you would like to create your own uniform laundry bags, there is a Youtube

tutorial that Pitlochry Church has shared on-line. The bags need to be pillowcase size with a

drawstring top, around 18 x 20 inches, washable at 60 degrees.

 

Perthshire Church
G E T S  C R A F T Y  W I T H  U N I F O R M

L A U N D R Y  B A G S  F O R  N H S  S T A F F
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WOODLAND WALK
  

Take the peaceful woodland path and leave all care behind
  And there discover quietness, to soothe the heart and mind. 

  The path leads on amongst the trees, the world seems far away
  The sunlight filters through the leaves, and makes a perfect day.

  And further on we find a pool, so still so calm so green
  Here dragonflies are hovering, the picture so serene.

  So take the peaceful woodland path, let healing time begin,
  The strength of trees, the silent pool, will calm us deep within.

Members of Pitlochry Church and people across their local community       
have been busy producing drawstring laundry bags for local NHS
Tayside staff to put their uniforms in. The project co-ordinator, Rachael
Wood says: “The NHS is working so hard just now to help everyone, and



 
If you are saying to yourself “Who?” you'll be in good company.  In describing him as the 
replacement apostle we have said just about all there is to know about him.  He gets just
one mention in the Bible – in the first chapter of Acts, immediately prior to the day of
Pentecost (this year 31st May) where it tells us that he was elected to take the place in the
ranks of the twelve apostles recently vacated by the betrayer Judas Iscariot.
 
Eusebius, in the fourth century, says in his history of the apostolic era that Matthias was
one of the 70 disciples sent out by Jesus (Luke 10:1) and that seems reasonable.  When it
was necessary to fill the vacancy among the apostle it would be natural to turn to
someone who had followed Jesus from earlier years, as well as being a witness of the
resurrection.  Two names were suggested and prayed over.  Then the apostle cast lots,
following, one assumes, the Old Testament practice of the high priest's Urim and
Thummim.  When they cast them, the lot fell on Matthias.
 
Casting lots to fill vacancies on committees or councils, or even to appoint ministers,
would seem to us a bizarre and risky practice and it may be, as the great Victorian
preacher Campbell Morgan suggested, that the eleven acted in haste and pre-empted
God's choice of Saul (later to be known as Paul), who at that time was busy persecuting
the Church, arresting Christians and having them thrown into prison.  He had not yet
travelled the Damascus Road.
 
Be that as it may, Matthias was elected, and for us he can stand for all those excellent,
consistent, reliable and faithful servants of Christ who never make a headline, not even in
the parish magazine.  He was chosen because he could be a witness and so are we.
Doubtless he fulfilled that responsibility admirably, without, as we say, setting the
heather on fire. Nevertheless, let's salute him – the Unknown  Apostle.
 

P O R T R E E  P A R I S H  M A G A Z I N E
 

MATTHIAS 
The Replacement Apostle
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