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Dear Friends, 

I think we can all agree that few things pack up and disappear so 
quickly as the Christmas spirit. After what seems like months of 
preparation, for many people the point of Christmas seems to 
evaporate after any unwanted presents have been recycled, the 
last parts of the turkey have been transformed into a final dish, 
and the pine needles have been swept from the floor. Few, if any, 
celebrate the traditional Twelve Days of Christmas now. I have a 
friend who pulls down their Christmas tree on Boxing Day! 

But we know that the gift of the Christ-Child is not only for 
Christmas; He is for the whole of the year. Jesus is God’s 
outrageous gift of generosity that has come to bring all that call 
on His name into a deeper and closer relationship with God. 
Jesus is the bridge of hope and redemption across whom we can 
move from despair to hope, from emptiness to fulfilment and 
from darkness to light. A lot of people experience the January 
blues at this time of year; the Christmas parties and celebrations 
have stopped, the town lights are away and there seems to be 
nothing to look forward to. But as Christians we have the light of 
Christ, and this is what brings us hope, joy, peace and comfort 
all year round. This is why new year for me is not a time of 
darkness but of renewal, potential, hope and expectation. 
  

Jesus is always lighting the dark spaces of our hearts and minds 
and offering us a chance to grow and to be transformed into 
God’s likeness. “But those who wait for the Lord [who expect, 
look for, and hope in Him] shall change and renew their strength 
and power; they shall lift their wings and mount up [close to 
God] as eagles [mount up to the sun]; they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint or become tired”. (Isaiah  
40:31 AMP) 



  

We have much to look forward to as a Church and community of 
Dundonald.  We have our new venture for men at the Auchans 
bar on Monday nights (monthly): “A Pie, a Pint and a Parable” 
and we are soon to launch the new Alpha film series. Both events 
are for people wanting to explore and ask the big questions of 
life: Who is God? Where is God? Does God know about me? Is 
there more to life than this? If you have questions or perhaps 
you just want to renew your faith or deepen your commitment to 
God please do come and share fellowship with us on Sundays at 
11am. 

Love and peace, 
Lynsey x 

God to enfold you, Christ to uphold you, 
  Spirit to keep you in heaven's sight 

    So may God grace you, heal and embrace you, 
    Lead you through darkness into the light. 

From Connect Magazine, Swansea and Gower Methodist Circuit 

PARISH REGISTER 

DEATHS   Remembering family and friends in our prayers 

1.12.19, Rob Keating, 8 Wardlaw Gardens, Irvine 

8.12.19, Arthur Edgar, 104 Bentinck Drive, Troon 

31.12.19, Ron Howard, 24 Kilnford Drive, Dundonald 

13.01.20, Mrs Pat McLaren, 7 Ploughlands, Dundonald 

22.01.20, Mrs Betty McCall, Suncourt Nursing Home, Troon 

BAPTISM 

19.1.20, James Richard Hunter Sawyers, 1b Harperland,  
           Dundonald 



THANK YOU! 
A big thank you to the Boys Brigade Christmas Card Delivery 
Service.  They were a great help in delivering all the Christmas 
cards. A first class service.  Well done.  Kathleen Morton  

Christmas Services Retiral Offerings came to about £670 to 
support the work of Glasgow City Mission amongst the homeless. 
A huge thank you to everyone for their generosity.  And thank 
you to all who bought Alternative Gift cards for Solar Lamps/
Seeds and Fertilisers  in Malawi - a total of £130 was raised. 

Just a note to thank you all for the beautiful Christmas Service 
flowers.  They were very much appreciated. Yours, Jean Gay 

I would like to say thank you and how much I appreciated your 
prayers, visits, get well messages and lovely flowers during my 
spell in hospital. Kathleen Morton 

Thank you to everyone in Dundonald Parish Church. I have truly 
been overwhelmed by the letters, cards, phone calls, flowers and 
other expressions of sympathy, including very welcome hugs, 
following the death of my husband and soulmate Rob Keating.  
A special thank you to Rev. Lynsey and the Pastoral Care team. 
May God bless you all.  Rev Glenda Keating 

ELDERS VISITS TO ORGANISATIONS 2020 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  Helen Harrow and Frances Mavor 

GUILD    Bob McMillan and Sandy Mavor 

MEN’S CLUB   Elaine Grant and Sheila Payne 

GOING DEEPER  Yvonne Cain and Anne FitzGerald 

BOYS BRIGADE 

COMPANY SECTION Ruth Easton and Katy Purdie 

JUNIOR SECTION  Allan Brown and John Kerr 

ANCHOR SECTION  Isobel Mactier and Jane Ritchie 



CHURCH DIARY - FEBRUARY 
WORSHIP        Every Sunday at 11:00 am 

CRECHE    Every Sunday from 10:45 am (Hall) 

SUNDAY SCHOOL Every Sunday at 11:00 am (Church) 

BIBLE CLASS  Every Sunday at 11:00 am (Church) 

TEA & COFFEE       Available after every Worship Service in    
      the Church Hall. Please come and join us!   

Sunday 2nd   WORSHIP 

      GOING DEEPER (7pm - Church Hall) 

Monday 3rd   FOOD BANK TRAINING (9:30 Church Hall)  

      PRAYER FOR SCHOOLS (10am) 

      GUILD - Fashion Show with "Belle Boutique,  
      Prestwick" in Church followed by light    
      supper in Church Hall (7:30pm) 

Tuesday 4th   ANNUAL AUDIT OF CHURCH       
      ORGANISATIONS (Session Room, 7pm)    

Thursday 6th   DUNDONALD NURSING HOME, OLD (2:30) 

Sunday 9th   WORSHIP 

      GOING DEEPER (7pm - Church Hall) 

Monday 10th    A PIE, A PINT AND A PARABLE - Ricky    
        Bain, Scotland Christian Vision for Men 

      (The Auchans 7.30pm) 
Thursday 13th  ANNUAL AUDIT (Session Room, 7pm) 

Friday 14th   GUILD - Afternoon Tea, Church Hall (2pm) 

Sunday 16th   ALL-AGE SERVICE  followed by lunch,     

      with Adaline and co 

Monday 17th   BREAKFAST BLETHER, Primary School (9am) 

      PRAYER FOR SCHOOLS (10am)  



      GUILD - Alasdair Duff, Clear Vision (7:30pm) 

Tuesday 18th   BOARD MEETING, Church Hall (7:30pm) 

Thursday 20th   DUNDONALD NURSING HOME, NEW (2:30)  

Sunday 23rd   WORSHIP 

       SHELTERED UNIT SERVICE (2pm) 

      GOING DEEPER (7pm - Church Hall)  

Wednesday 26th  LENT BEGINS 

 Sunday 1st   WORSHIP (First Sunday in Lent)     

      GOING DEEPER (7pm - Church Hall) 

Monday 2nd   PRAYER FOR SCHOOLS (10am)      

      GUILD - Captain Kevin McAulay, Faith in the  

      Young  Guild Project (7:30pm) 

————————————————————————————————- 
NEW BOOKS - RECENTLY ADDED TO THE CHURCH LIBRARY 

The following titles have recently been added to the Church 
library, which is now located in the Church Hall. Do please take 
time to browse and perhaps borrow a couple of books to enjoy 
and inspire you through these dark wintry nights! 

Soul Fuel - A Daily Devotional by Bear Grylls 
A Survival Guide For Life by Bear Grylls 

How Church Can Change Your Life by Josh Moody 

A series of books by Jane Hunt, covering the following topics: 
Critical Spirit     Confrontation        
Forgiveness  Friendship   
Reconciliation   Hope - Anchor of Your Soul 
Stress   Success Through Failure 

A series of Church of Scotland books, in the 'Learn' series,  
Exploring Faith  Understanding our Faith 
Pastoral Care  Eldership  



TRIBUTE to Arthur Edgar A wonderful life, well lived. 
Elder at Dundonald Church: 1974 - 2019 

Arthur was born and bred in Dundonald, the youngest of six 
children. He lived opposite the War Memorial and moved to a 
small-holding at 7 Harperland when he was 8 years old, where 
he was to live for most of his life. Arthur went to Dundonald 
Primary School and then to Marr College after which he served 
his time as a Plumber for William Kelly in Troon. 

He met Jean at a mutual friend’s wedding - Jean was one of the 
bridesmaids.  Arthur was a very good dancer and according to 
Jean, much better than her! They enjoyed going to dinner 
dances with friends. On 29 August 1952 they were married in St 
Cuthbert’s Church, Prestwick (by Rev Archie Beaton) and were 
blessed with 67 years of marriage. Married life began in Troon 
until moving back to live in Main Street opposite the Church, 
where they welcomed Janice, 1955 and Margaret, 1959 who was 
only 6 weeks old when Arthur’s father died and they moved back 
to the family home at Harperland. In fact Margaret’s Moses 
Basket (with her in it) went in the furniture van! Arthur loved his 
garden - the holding had 7 acres and he grew vegetables of 
every variety, soft fruit, and tomatoes and grapes in a large 
greenhouse - Arthur wrote a regular gardening page for Contact 
magazine. A favourite family memory was Arthur’s wonderful 
strawberries and his homemade strawberry tarts.  He was a good 
cook and liked nothing more than spending time in the kitchen 
cooking for his family. He joined Dundonald Church in 1947 and 
was an elder for 45 years, ordained in 1974, another amazing 
achievement of Arthur’s. Arthur was President of Dundonald 
Burns Club and a lifelong Kilmarnock supporter attending their 
home games for many years. He helped with Margaret’s Physics 
homework on a Sunday night and did many Visual Aids for Janice 
when she was on teaching practice. His second job was with 
Scottish Gas in Central Heating Sales until he retired aged 61. 

Jean and Arthur loved their holidays especially to sunnier  
climes, with many stories to tell about exploits touring around  
Crete and Corfu on a scooter! It was a travel exhibition at  



Prestwick Airport where they watched a Cruise presentation.  
Arthur was so impressed that he booked one from Miami to the 
Caribbean, quite a surprise to everyone since it was well known 
he didn’t like boats! But this was the first of many cruises, and 
they particularly enjoyed sailing through the Panama Canal and 
also visited Mauritius, Tenerife and Spain.  

Their very large garden, grass and hedge cutting took a lot of 
work and Janice and Margaret tried many times to persuade Dad 
to buy something more manageable in Troon and be nearer 
them. This was emphatically resisted every time until one day 
whilst in Ayr he disappeared into an Estate Agents and asked 
them to market Harperland, moving into Bentinck Drive in 2007, 
settling very well, enjoying their sunny south-facing garden and 
the bus stop right across the road.  

Arthur was a caring, loving, family man with a wonderful sense 
of humour … he loved nothing more than spending time with and 
being surrounded by his family. He was deeply proud of his 
daughters and granddaughters and he was one of the first people 
they would want to tell their good news or achievements to. He 
spent most of his early retirement years doing what he loved 
best – looking after his grandchildren: Gayle, Susan, Shona and 
Kirsty.  After Church on Sundays he and Jean would take them in 
the back seat of his Rover to McDonalds for lunch or to Spar 
shop for sweets. He was blessed to know his great-grandchildren 
too: Sophie, Blair and Elle. Wednesdays was a highlight of his 
week when Sophie and Blair visited Gran & Papa for pancakes.!
One of Arthur’s recent special memories was hearing the news 
that his 4th great grandchild was born in Dec in Oxford.  Although 
he didn’t get to meet little Ava he enjoyed seeing first videos and 
photos of her.  Arthur liked spending time with his daughters and 
granddaughters’ husbands, Ian, Robert, Mark, Fraser and Martin 
and to hear their news, chatting about their teams and League 
results. Martin works for McLaren and was impressed that Arthur 
knew about the latest cars in production. 
So treasure your memories of Arthur and the honourable man 
that he was; let us give thanks for the good times that Arthur 
enjoyed and that he is now safely in God’s care. 



BLYTHSWOOD CARE SHOEBOX APPEAL 2019 
The original plan was to send the shoeboxes to Pakistan but due 
to serious customs limitations the charity’s hierarchy decided to 
change the destination to Kosovo. 

Fullarton Church once again generously hosted the Appeal, using 
2 halls over a 3 week period. A total of 6,018 shoeboxes were 
collected, inspected, completed with Christian literature, packed 
into cartons and stored in a warehouse; a fantastic sum of 
£10,500 was donated to the charity for transportation costs. 2 
hired vans, crewed by volunteer drivers and ‘van boys’, uplifted 
gifts from Churches, schools, care homes and community centres 
from all over Ayrshire.  

A special treat was left-over sandwiches, scones and cakes from 
Fullarton ConneXions Café which were quickly devoured by 
helpers, as were clootie dumplings and tablet provided by 3 long-
standing helpers. One morning Fullarton trainee minister, David 
Hume, joined in to inspect boxes, then paused work to bring 
everybody together in prayer to bless recipients/boxes and to 
acknowledge 15 years of the Appeal. The generosity of people in 
donating their time and effort was appreciated, and we pray that 
the recipients of the gifts will simply recognise God’s goodness.  

The number of helpers who came from Churches and schools in 
the local area was most impressive and included 195 individuals 
from - Alloway Parish • Dalry Trinity • Dreghorn & Springside• 
Dundonald • Girdle Toll • Gospel Hall, Irvine • Irvine Old •  
Kay Park, Kilmarnock • Kilwinning Congregational • Nazarine, 
Irvine • Park Parish, Ardrossan • Potter’s House, Stewarton • 
Powerhouse, Kilbirnie • Prestwick South • St Margaret’s, Dalry • 
St Mary’s, Irvine • Stevenston Ardeer• North Parish, Saltcoats  • 
• South Beach Parish, Saltcoats • 

Many thanks to everybody who contributed! 

FOOD BANK TRAINING - ALL VOLUNTEERS, PLEASE NOTE THAT 
THIS WILL TAKE PLACE ON MONDAY 3RD FEBRUARY AT 9.30 IN 

THE CHURCH HALL!



BOARD MATTERS             Bob Macmillan

Congregational Board met on 26th Nov 19 with Rev L. Brennan. 
MATTERS ARISING: Weekly Sound Desk rota. Four people 
are willing to operate sound desk on rota but more are needed. 
Hall water pipe leak.  Pipe feeding old manse and hall is 
leaking at previous Scottish Water repair but is not causing any 
issue in hall and so was decided to leave alone for now.  
Hall kitchen water ingress.  An old problem to which, for now, 
no solution can be found as happens only in certain rain and 
wind conditions. 
FINANCE REPORT: - Treasurer reported on Financial Report for 
October, noting that bank balance in Oct stood at £11322.92. 
Total offerings for Oct 2019 were £5379, up £1245.83 on same 
month in previous year. Year to Date figure is £46781.90 which is 
up by £2929.12.  Treasurer advised that the weekly offering 
MUST be counted each week even if not being banked. 
FABRIC REPORT: -Douglas Grant reported that new hall lights 
to be installed on Weds 27th Nov.  As hall is being used on a more 
regular basis 20 of the old black stacking chairs will be retained. 
Thanks to funding from Social Action Committee quotations for 
blinds on hall windows have been obtained; their installation will 
assist daytime organisations in using video equipment.  Curtains 
will be retained. Erosion to front elevation of Church is now 
cause for concern and needs to be addressed in the near future.  
The Sunday School Nativity is scheduled for Sun 22nd Dec.  
Mariea Black has requested use of hall to host a lunch on Sun 
19th Jan 2020, the day of her grandson’s christening.  
AOCB: - Mrs Shaw had requested budget to replace outdated 
books in library. It was agreed to provide £200 in current year. 
Our new Director of Music, Colleen Anderson, requested 
purchasing choir music, approved at £123, new 2-volume Mission 
Praise books already having been bought.  
It was agreed, as proposed by the Minister, that we run the  
Board and Session meetings on alternate months beginning with  
Session in January. Next Board meeting Tues 18th February.  



GUILD                         Eileen Docherty


On Monday 2nd December the Guild met and Mrs Finlayson 
welcomed everyone; Anne Young did the reading and prayer.   
Dr Robbie Miller introduced and described how, after he 
graduated, he had the opportunity to work abroad. Many medical 
graduates opt to go to Australia, New Zealand or USA but he 
decided to go to Kenya.  He went to work at Chogoria Medical 
Mission Hospital which is east of Mt Kenya.  This was set up as a 
Christian Mission Hospital in 1922 and is still run with a Christian 
ethos. He described the very basic conditions and equipment 
available to the staff. He spoke warmly of the welcome he 
received from both staff and patients.  Robbie is the grandson of 
one of our members, Irene, and now works in the Queen 
Elizabeth University Hospital in Glasgow. Adaline Finlayson 
thanked Robbie on behalf of the members. 

On Monday 16th December the Church Hall was transformed!
Coloured lights and tables set with white tablecloths, festive 
napkins and red poinsettias and delicious aromas coming from 
the kitchen welcomed the Guild ladies to their Christmas party.  
After a delicious meal prepared by Adaline, served by the Bible 
Class and finished off with an amazing variety of sweets 
prepared by the committee, the fun began.  Auctioneer Catriona 
and Assistant Anne started the auction of parcels brought by the 
members.  Much laughter followed as surprise parcels were 
opened.  A free raffle followed for a Christmas Hamper and all 
the table plants went home with delighted winners. Lilian 
thanked Adaline, the committee and Bible Class for such a 
wonderful evening.  The Auction raised £130 for Guild Projects.  

The first meeting of 2020 was on 6th January when Mrs 
Finlayson welcomed members and friends and wished everyone a 
Happy New Year.  She then did the reading and prayer before 
introducing our minister, the Rev Lynsey Brennan, who took us 
on her faith journey leading to ministry.  After suffering health 
problems as an adolescent, she went to university and once 
graduated trained as a speech and language therapist.  A friend  



from university days persuaded her to go to St Silas Church in  
the West End of Glasgow where she attended an Alpha course 
and started to feel the influence of God.  She became a Christian 
and met Stephen at that Church. After they were married Lynsey 
felt the call to ministry and went on to study theology.  At that 
time Stephen was diagnosed with cancer and she had to deal 
with his illness, study and look after a toddler and new baby.  
However, her faith and belief that God was guiding her path saw 
her finish and become a Church of Scotland minister.  She felt 
when she read the Parish Profile from Dundonald that she was 
being guided here. Not knowing anything about the area before, 
she has become one of our own. Irene Williams thanked Lynsey 
for sharing her story with us. 

On Monday 20th January Mrs Finlayson welcomed everyone 
and she was sorry to announce the death of Pat McLaren. Pat 
was a valued member of the Guild and we would like to 
remember her family in our prayers. Anne Watson did the 
reading and prayer and then Jimmy Gibson was introduced.  
Because it was so near the anniversary of Robert Burns birth he 
took Burns as his subject. He outlined Burns early life in Alloway, 
Mount Oliphant and Ellisland Farms and went on to go into his 
famous work 'Tam O'Shanter".  He illustrated the poem with a 
video including scenes of Alloway Auld Kirk then and now.  Burns 
took his inspiration for the poem from folk tales he had heard in 
his youth.  His legacy remains and his poem is famous world 
wide.  Elaine Grant thanked Jimmy for a very interesting talk. 

The World Day of Prayer is in St Ninian's Church, Troon on 6th 
March at 7pm and all are welcome. The outing this year will be to 
Summerston Museum, Coatbridge on Monday 27th April 
leaving at 12 noon and will cost £27.  Tea will be at Dalmeny 
Park Hotel on the way home.  Names should be given to either 
Anne Young or Elizabeth Munro.  
————————————————————————————————- 

God of many names, lover of all nations, we pray for peace 
in our hearts, in our homes, in our nations, in our world 

The peace of your will, the peace of our need. 
George Appleton (1902-1993) Anglican bishop and writer 



When I Cannot Sleep! 
When I couldn't sleep I used to count sheep,  

as I tossed on my restless bed. 
    But since I've known Him I quietly lie,  

and talk to the Shepherd instead. 
    And I pray for the sheep who have gone astray,  

and ask Him to tenderly hold. 
   The little sick lambs so torn by the way,  

and bring them back to the fold. 
   And He whispers to me as I softly repeat,  

sweet promises found in His word. 
   And my burdens grow less as I ask Him to bless,  

for I know that the Shepherd has heard. 
                                                       From Anchored Magazine 

Calling all men!! 
A Pie, A Pint and a Parable 

! ! !  

will meet for the first time in  

The Auchans Bar/Restaurant  
on Monday 10th Feb at 7.30pm.  

Fellowship over a pie/pizza (generously provided by The 
Auchans!) and a drink/pint - what’s not to love!  

At the first meeting Ricky Bain, Director for Scotland 
Christian Vision for Men (CVM), will be speaking about his 

own personal story to faith and about CVM.  



2020 is off to a good start and it’s sure to be a busy one for us 
as we celebrate our 50th anniversary this year.  Look out for 
some exciting info of some anniversary events throughout the 
year.  

We were very blessed to have Graham Curtis join boys from 
Junior and Company Section on building their own ukulele’s with 
the proceeds going to Macmillan Cancer Care. Some of the boys 
have bought their own kits which we will be assembling and 
painting over the next couple of weeks.   

Company Section enjoyed a great afternoon at Newmilns Snow 
and Sports Complex for some skiing and snowboarding tuition 
with some tubing fun after.  Good to see all the boys mixing well 
with members of the Battalion and our wider Church family.  

Rev Brennan is also with us on a Friday night for the next 6 
weeks as we explore the stories of those people from the bible 
who encountered Jesus.  This is forming a major part of our 
badge work for this year.   

Preparation is also under way for us to lead the family service on 
Sunday 16th February which we are very much looking forward 
to.   

Kevin McAulay Officer in Charge 

Dear Father in heaven - We thank you that you lead 
us on all our paths. Together we praise your name. We 
plead with you, stay with us, especially when the world 
grows darker. Stay with us and send down your power. 
Send your power in answer to our prayers. For all 
people we pray, may we recognise who you are, what 
you do, and what you will still do, so that the whole 
world can be joyful and all people on earth may know 
the blessing of being your children. Amen. 






            
 

DUNDONALD SWI 
6th February 

Tom Dysart - Wildlife Crime 
3 slices Bakewell tart 

Animal Ornament 
5th March 

Brian Young - Horticultural 
displays and Beechgrove 

Garden 
Houseplant/Homemade Brooch 

DUNDONALD CHURCH GUILD

MONDAYS 7.30PM in Hall


3rd February 
Fashion show with Belle 

Boutique in Church with light 
supper in Hall 

14th February Afternoon Tea 
17th February 

Alastair Duff - Clear Vision 
2nd March 

Captain Kevin McAulay, 
Faith in the Young  

(Guild Project) 

DUNDONALD HISTORICAL 

& ARCHIVE SOCIETY

Castle Visitors Centre, 
Wednesday, 7.30pm 

Irene McMillan 850702 

February 12th 
Colin Brockie 

"Cathedral in the Sky"

TROON FLOWER CLUB

26th February 

Karine Murray, East Kilbride, 
"Don't stop me Now" 

Please contact Eileen or 
Elaine or if you would like to 

go along with them. 

Christian Aid Gathering 
will be held on Friday, 21 
February 2020, Glasgow – 

Wheatley House Academy, 150 
Ingram Street, Glasgow, G1 

1DW - 10am-1pm. Everyone is 
welcome to this meeting. 

LOANS WOMEN'S 
INSTITUTE 

February 28th  
Bone Health 7.30 Morag Thow 

Baby Hat 
Maids Of Honour 

NOTE TO ALL BAKERS - If you 
bake for our weekly Sunday Tea 
or Lunches or for any occasion 

relating to Church events, please 
can you refrain from using Nuts 
of any form including ground 
almonds due to nut allergies.  

Thank you all for your assistance 
and continued support



 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
Friday, 6th March, 2020  - 7pm, St Ninian's Troon 

The service comes from Zimbabwe, located in Southern Africa. It 
is a landlocked country lying between the Limpopo River in the 

south and the mighty Zambezi River in the north with a population 
of about 16 million people and 16 official languages. 

Major tourist attractions include the Victoria Falls, which is 
considered one of the Seven Wonders of the World, Hwange 

National Park, and the Great Zimbabwe Monument or ruins from 
which the country derives its name.

Dundonald Highland Games update 
Dundonald Games Society are pleased to announce that the date 
for the 31st Highland Games will be Saturday 1 August 2020.  
Administration & Logistic Coordinator - We are seeking a 
dynamic, personable and well organised self-starter who will 
provide administration support to ensure a successful Highland 
Games each year. The position demands a strong commitment to 
carrying forward the Society's work which relies heavily on the 
support of volunteers. The person appointed will have excellent 
communication skills, be familiar with the use of information 
technology and ideally have an interest or some knowledge of 
Highland Games and preferably have workings of charitable 
organisations. Please look out for the full advert on our social 
media pages and apply accordingly.  
Our AGM - Sunday 23 February 2020 in the Bowling Club at 7pm 
Chieftain of the Games 2020 - From Saturday 1 February, we 
will be accepting nominations for this year's Chieftain. Do you 
know someone in the village that goes that extra mile for our 
community? Forms and nomination boxes are available from the 
Bowling Club, Castle Visitors Centre, Eden Garden Centre, Rankin 
Butchers, Sheltered Housing and Totally Pampered. Closing 
date is Friday 1 March 2020.  
Volunteers - Our Dundonald Highland Games event is growing 
from strength to strength. We are reaching out for additional 
volunteers who can offer support during our Games week and 
hoping to create a list of Friends of Dundonald Games Society 
that we can call upon for events (but no need to attend 
Committee meetings). Please send a personal message on 
facebook or contact Elaine on 07909 220359. 



Sometimes we are so busy adding up our troubles that we 
forget to count our blessings … 
I will remember the deeds of the Lord, yes, I will remember your 
miracles of long ago.  I will meditate on all your works and 
consider all your mighty deeds. Psalm 77 v. 11, 12 (NIV) 

For decades, Grandpa had been stubborn and crabby.  His wife, 
children and grandchildren seemed to be able to do nothing that 
pleased him.  As far as he was concerned, life was filled with 
nothing but bad times and big troubles.  Eventually, his family 
expected only a gruff growl from Grandpa. 
Then overnight, Grandpa changed.  Gentleness and optimism 
marked his new personality. Positive words and compliments 
poured from his lips.  He could even be heard giving joyful 
praise to the Lord.  One of the family members noted, “I think 
maybe Grandpa found religion.”  Another replied, “Maybe so, but 
maybe it's something else.  I'm going to ask him what has 
happened.” The young man went to his Grandfather and said 
“Gramps, what has caused you to change so suddenly?” 
“Well, son,” the old man replied “I've been striving in the face of 
incredible problems all my life – and for what?  The hope of a 
contented mind.  It's done no good, nope, not one bit, so I've 
decided to be contented without it.”  
Never start counting your troubles until you've counted at least a 
hundred of your blessings. By that time, you probably won't 
think you have troubles! 
                        From God's Little Devotional Book For Everyone 

Flower Fund 
Please let Ellen (01563 830249)know if you hear of anyone 

who would appreciate flowers from the Sunday Service.  
Thanks to everyone who has donated flowers in the past year. 
December - A. Ferguson, E Grant, Glenda Keating, E Munro 

January - 3 Sundays - Flower fund, F Mavor 



UPDATE ON THE WARM HEART OF AFRICA: 
It continues to be one of the poorest countries in the world, but 
this description of Malawi is still appropriate and we are blessed 
to have a link with our Mdyaka congregation. Rev Glory is 
settling in after the birth of her son, 'Success', last year. 
Community: the congregation is spread out and has 5 'Prayer 
Houses' which are used for community activities … we are 
helping to make these buildings more useful and secure by 
providing materials for them to make cost effective ornate 
breeze-block windows which allow air to pass through. We have 
received a quotation for the 3rd stage of this project in the 
Mkuwasi area and will shortly be sending about £600 for all the 
windows in this Prayer House. 
Nathan has now completed his secondary education and we 
continue to fund his education as he starts a 2 year teacher 
training course (about £200 per residential term). This gives a 
huge 'win-win' … a contribution to critical training needs in 
Malawi and a job for Nathan on completion. Orphan - the 
Mdyaka Guild has been supporting an orphan called Akim and 
they are very happy that we are able to join them in their 
support by funding his residential secondary school fees. 

A List of Folks 
There is a list of folks I know, all written in a book 

And every year at special times, I go and take a look,  
And that is when I realise that these names are a part, 

Not of the book they are written in, but of my very heart. 
For once you've met somebody, the years cannot erase 

The memory of a loving word nor of a friendly face. 
Never think that Birthday cards are just a mere routine, 

Of names upon a Birthday list, forgotten in between,  
For, be you relative or friend, or someone I've just met, 

You happen to be one of those I'd rather not forget. 
And whether I have known you for many years or few, 

In some ways you have a part in shaping everything I do. 
So as you read this message I have sent at this special time, 
Know that I sent you all my love, while you are on my mind. 



FROM OUR ARCHIVES                 Gordon Stewart 
BURNS CONNECTION IN DUNDONALD 

From Contact Magazine 2006 

William Burns left Edinburgh, where he had helped to lay out the 
Meadows and took a job as gardener on the Fairlie Estate in 
Dundonald Parish from where he attended the village Church  -
not the present building, but it's predecessor.  Minister at the 
time was Rev Thomas Walker and when William Burns left to 
move to Alloway he was given a letter by Rev Walker and 
Session Clerk, John Thomson, attesting that he had been faithful 
and upright during his time. It must have been important to 
William Burns as the letter was preserved and is now in the 
Cottage at Alloway. 

In 1781 Robert Burns was living at Lochlie Farm (near Tarbolton) 
and went to Irvine to learn flax-dressing and his journey there 
would have taken him through Dundonald.  It is said that he 
watched the placing of slates on the roof of the new manse being 
built at that time, i.e Glenfoot House.  He remained familiar 
enough with the village to mention the minister, Rev Robert 
Duncan, in his poem "The Twa Herds". While staying in Irvine 
Burns struck up a friendship with Richard Brown, a sea captain.  
Later Brown was married to Eleanona Blair at Broomhill on the 
outskirts of the village.  Was Burns there?  We do not know but 
he had certainly met Eleanona at around that time.  

When Burns was being pursued by Jean Armour's father 
concerning his relationship with Jean, he arranged to emigrate to 
the West Indies. He fled from Mauchline taking refuge with 
relatives, the Allans, who lived at Old Rome; Burns had his trunk 
sent there ready for his journey. While at Old Rome he took time 
to correct the proofs of his poems being published by John 
Wilson in Kilmarnock. It was the success of that Kilmarnock 
Edition that caused him to abandon his plan to emigrate. 

Burns had a nephew, Thomas, son of his brother Gilbert, born 3 
months before Robert died.  In later life Thomas Burns became a 
minister and while serving at Monkton he was of great assistance 



to the ageing Dundonald Minister, John McLeod. At the Disruption 
Rev Thomas Burns was instrumental in setting up the new Free 
Church in Dundonald. He later emigrated to New Zealand and 
helped to establish the province of Otago and the University of 
Dunedin.   
Our 18th Century Minister, Rev Thomas Walker had a son, Josiah, 
Professor of Humanities at Glasgow University, who wrote a life 
of Robert Burns. 

Lord thou knowest how busy I must be this day. If I forget thee, 
do not thou forget me. Jacob, General Lord Astley (1579-1652) 

Two American Ministers were visiting Germany and 
attended Sunday services.  Since they could not speak 
German, they decided to do as the man sitting in front 
of them did. A few minutes into the service, the 

preacher from the pulpit said something and the man in front of 
them stood, so they also stood.  The congregation burst into 
laughter.  They sat down when the man did. 
 At the end of the service, they met the Pastor and found that 
he spoke English.  They asked him why everyone laughed so 
much when they stood up.  The Pastor explained that he had 
announced that they would have a christening service that 
evening and would the father of the child please stand up! 
                                               From Contact Magazine 2009 

 A Minister waited in line to have his car filled with petrol just 
before a long holiday weekend. The attendant worked quickly 
but there were many cars ahead of him.  Finally, the attendant 
motioned him toward a vacant pump.  “Reverend,” said the 
young man, “I'm so sorry about the delay, it seems as if 
everyone waits until the last minute to get ready for a long 
trip.”  The Minister chuckled, “I know what you mean.  It's the 
same in my business.” 



THE RICHEST MAN IN THE VALLEY 

The farmer stood on the porch of his fine old home 
gazing out over his many acres.  He had never enjoyed scenery 
as beautiful to him as his own land seemed that day. However, 
he was not rich toward God because he had ignored the need of 
his immortal soul.  As he stood gloating over his land, a servant 
appeared with his riding horse and jumping into the saddle he 
galloped away.  Up the lane a little distance old Hans, the farm 
hand was working.  Hans had just unpacked his lunch.  He 
removed his hat and with folded hands was returning thanks to 
the Giver of all good gifts when he heard his employer's voice 
“Hans how are you today?”  
“Oh is it you sir?”  responded the old man looking up.  “I didn't 
hear you coming. I've grown somewhat deaf lately and my sight 
is failing too.”   
“But you look very happy, Hans.”   
“Happy? Yes, indeed I am happy! I have many reasons to be.  
My heavenly Father gives me clothing and daily bread.  I have a 
roof over my head and a good bed to sleep in. That is more than 
my precious Saviour had while He lived down here on earth.  I 
was just thanking God for all His mercies when you appeared.”   
The landlord glanced at Hans' meagre lunch – a few slices of 
bread and a piece of fried pork.  “And that is the kind of food you 
are thanking God for! I would feel quite deprived if that were all I 
had for dinner.”   
“Would you?” asked Hans.“But perhaps you don't know what I 
have that adds sweetness to everything God gives me. It's the 
inward presence of Christ my Saviour!  May I tell you a dream I 
had last night sir?”  
“Of course, Hans, tell your dream I'd like to hear it.” 
 “As I was falling asleep my mind was taken up with the happy 
land above and the many mansions prepared for those who truly 
love the Lord.  Suddenly I felt myself transferred to the heavenly 
gates. They were wide open, so I could look into the blessed city.  
Oh sir the glory and beauty I saw no tongue could describe! Of 
course it was just a dream, but there was one thing I particularly 



wanted to tell you.”  The landlord began to look uneasy, but 
Hans, not noticing, continued, “I heard a voice saying, the 
richest man in the valley will die tonight.  Then I woke up.  “Sir, 
those solemn words were spoken so plainly, I haven't been able 
to forget them since. I feel I ought to tell you. Perhaps it is a 
warning.”  
The landlord's face turned pale, but he tried to hide the fears 
that terrified him. “Nonsense!” he cried.  “You may believe in 
dreams but I do not.  Goodbye.”  He galloped away in great 
haste.   
Old Hans, looking after him prayed, “O Lord have mercy on his 
soul, if he is to die so soon.”    
A couple of hours later the farmer arrived home.  Hurrying into 
the parlour he threw himself down on the sofa feeling quite 
exhausted. “What a fool I am for letting the silly talk of an 
ignorant old man disturb me! The richest man in the valley! Of 
course that is myself, but the idea of my dying tonight! I never 
have been so well in my life. At least, this morning I felt fine but 
right now I do have a peculiar headache and my heart doesn't 
seem to beat normally. Perhaps I should send for the doctor.”  
Toward evening the doctor came.  The farmer, somewhat feverish 
on account of his agitation, was at a loss to explain his disability. 
The doctor lingered for several hours trying to drive away the 
farmer's gloomy thoughts.  It was nearing ten o'clock when he 
decided to leave. Just then the doorbell rang. “Who can be 
calling at this time of night?” the farmer inquired anxiously.   
“Sorry to disturb you sir.  Just came to tell you that old Hans died 
suddenly this evening and to ask if you will please make 
arrangements for the funeral.” So the old man's dream had come 
true!  The poor servant, not his rich employer, was “the richest 
man in the valley.”  His redeemed soul went to be with the 
Saviour who had loved him and shed His blood for him. How is it 
with you?  Are you rich toward God as Hans was?  Is his Saviour 
yours? 
For what is a man profited if he shall gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul?  Luke 12:21, Matthew 16:26 

From Anchored Magazine 



COOKERY CORNER 

OVERNIGHT MARMITE LOAF - Sheila Payne 
This recipe was devised by a young girl called Kitty Tait. Eighteen 
months ago she had to leave school at the end of year 9 suffering 
from severe depression and anxiety. As part of her therapy she 
started baking bread, at first for family and neighbours, then she 
began pop ups in her neighbours' garage with people queueing 
down the road. Eight pop ups later she was approached by the 
owner of a vacant shop in town; she and her father set up a crowd-
funding page and 3 weeks later had the required amount of money. 
Kitty and her dad now own a very successful bakery and she is 
thinking of returning to education at a sixth form college with a 
flexible timetable to allow her to continue to run the bakery and 
devise recipes 
The recipe uses the ‘No Knead’ method. Giving the loaf 12 hours (or 
even longer if you want) allows the fermentation process to start on 
its own, and you end up with a loaf that is halfway to a sourdough. 
Marmite adds something very earthy – we call it the Comfort Loaf. 

320ml lukewarm water  
1 tablespoon Marmite 
500 g white bread flour   

8g salt 
2g dried yeast  

Pour the water into a large bowl. Stir in the Marmite – a quick whisk 
can help to bring it all together – then pour in white bread flour, salt 
and dried yeast. Mix together thoroughly, don’t bother with any 
kneading – the dough will look shaggy, but don’t worry. Cover it 
with a plastic bag or cloth overnight at room temperature and in the 
morning scoop it out and shape into a ball. Place onto a lightly 
floured baking paper. Heat your oven to maximum temperature and 
place a casserole dish in it with lid on, (Something heavy and cast 
iron such as a Le Creuset is best, but ceramic still works). After an 
hour of letting your bread prove, pull out the casserole dish, lower 
the paper and the dough into it, Slash the top with a knife or cut 
with sharp scissors and pop the lid back on. Return to the oven. 
After 30 minutes remove the lid, and give it another 15 minutes. 
Carefully lift the paper out and slide the bread on to a cooling rack 
for half an hour. Congratulate yourself for holding back, then wolf 
the whole thing down! Amazing with tomato soup and cheese! 



ROTAS

A car service may be offered on Sundays, subject to availability  

DATES Car 1 Car 2 Car 3

02/02/20 Angus Stirrat Maureen Brown Frances Mavor

09/02/20 David Harrow Kate Tweedie Margaret Miller

16/02/20 Graeme Dunn Janette Caldwell Jane Ritchie

23/02/20 Sheila Payne Johnann Stewart Bob McMillan

01/03/20 Jeanette Stewart Margaret Rae Gemmill Jack

DATES CRECHE BIBLE READING

02/02/20 Lynne Fagan & Joan Edgar E. Grant

09/02/20 Heather Stewart & Linda Hall A. Finlayson

16/02/20 Jean Gray & Debi Dunn All Age Service

23/02/20 Libba Fallows & Anne FitzGerald M. Linton

01/03/20 Frances Mavor & Kathleen Morton A. FitzGerald

COFFEE/TEA AFTER Church

2/2/20 Yvonne, Frances, 
Janette C 23/2/20  Shirley, Maureen, Pam

9/2/20 Linda H, Elaine McL, 
Shona 1/3/20 Linda Z, Debi, Yvonne

16/2/20 LUNCH - Adaline & Co 8/3/20 Kathleen, Helen H, 
Sheila P

DOOR DUTY

02/02/20 J. Kerr S. Payne A. Picken A. Brown

09/02/20 W. Rae I. Mactier Mrs J. Ritchie G. Baird

16/02/20 J. Morton E. Grant M. Miller J. Hardie

23/02/20 E. Docherty E. Munro Mr J. Ritchie L. Axford

01/03/20 D. Harrow A. Ferguson M. Brown G. Dunn



 
 

BADMINTON 
Tuesday and 

Thursday 10am -12noon  
All are welcome to join us for 
good fun & great exercise the 

in Church Hall  
Anne Picken 850619

THE MEN'S CLUB 
Thursday at 7.30pm  

Church Hall 
 If you enjoy a game of bowls, 

and a cup of tea and 
fellowship, please come and 

join us. 

GENTLE EXERCISE CLASS 
Wednesdays, 9.30-10.30 

Church Hall  
Strengthen your body, 

improve your balance and 
posture and increase your 

flexibility  
Carolyn 07961323078 

DUNDONALD CRAFT & 
SOCIAL CLUB THURSDAYS 
Montgomerie Hall 2-4 pm 

Carpet bowls, pool and craft 
section. Open to anyone over 
the age of 50, so come and 

join us.   
Douglas Munro 850125

DUNDONALD CASTLE

Monday- 1pm-3pm 

Knit 'n' Natter
Tuesday from 7pm - Everyone 

CAN Paint -
Caroline Dempsey -

cdartbookings@gmail.com 
Wednesday 1.30pm-3.30pm - 

Scrabble Club - 
Thursday - 7pm-9pm - 

Dungeons and Dragons - £5 
joining fee (free after joining).

First Wednesday of the month - 
7pm meet at Visitor Centre - 
‘Stranger Things’ fan-club - 

FREE- Age 13+ - Adults welcome!

Come and join us in the 
Visitor Centre for some 
family friendly arts and 

crafts with our FODC team - 
2-3pm every Sunday during 

winter season 
Our Craft Sundays are a great 
way to keep the young ones 

occupied and out of the house 
for an hour. Come along and 
create all kinds of arts and 

crafts (different every week). 
Although free, tickets must be 
purchased prior to attending. 
An adult is required to remain 
with the children throughout 

the session (although feel free 
to sit back and relax with some 
coffee and a sweet treat whilst 

you wait). Accompanying adults 
are not required to purchase 

tickets.

mailto:cdartbookings@gmail.com
mailto:cdartbookings@gmail.com


Minister:  Rev. Lynsey Brennan  01563 850243  
LBrennan@Churchofscotland.org.uk      

Session Clerk:  Bob Stewart   01563 850781 
bobstewart@rsmarine.co.uk      

Clerk to the Board:  Bob McMillan   01563 850702 
gm8juy@btinternet.com       

Treasurer:  Sheila Tannock       01563 830427 
sheila.tannock@btinternet.com   

Church Officer: Hugh Appleby     01563 851105 
hughappleby127@btinternet.com 

Musical Director: Colleen Anderson    07967 114624 
colleenanderson318@gmail.com    

Safeguarding      01292 316476 
Coordinator:  Janice Hardie         
janhardie@hotmail.co.uk       

Fabric Convenor:  Doug Grant       01563 851985 
douglas968@btinternet.com        

Something to think about 
  Always remember you're unique. Just like everyone else. 

  If you tell the truth, you don't have to remember anything. 
  Good judgement comes from bad experience, and a lot of that 
comes from bad judgement. Experience is something you don't 

get until just after you need it.     
From Focus Magazine St Meddans Church 

Charity no: SC008482

Please give articles to Editor for March Magazine by  
Sunday 23rd February 2020 

sandyfrancesm@hotmail.com / 01563 850510
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