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INVISIBLE WOUNDS

Dear Friends,                                                                        November 2020

It seems like we are moving through the months at record speed
right now and still we are living with the uncertainties and
challenges of COVID-19. Please be assured of the prayers and
support of your Church family here in Dundonald. Even if you
are not a Church member please feel able and comfortable to
contact myself at the manse for prayer and/or pastoral support.
In times like this, we need more than ever, a community of love,
care and compassion for all people. My hope for the Parish of
Dundonald, Loans, Drybridge and outwith is that we can grow
even closer in our humanity in how we care, love, respect and
demonstrate grace to each other especially in trying and hard
times. I read this quote the other day:

‘Invisible wounds are the hardest to heal, their closure depends
upon the love of others, on patience, understanding, and the tender
gift of time’.

If we could see the invisible wounds of others it might help us to
be that bit kinder in our words and through our actions. 

Everyone is facing their own challenges right now, some caused by COVID, and some completely
independent to this pandemic. Remembering the words of Jesus: to love the Lord our God with all our
heart, mind and soul and to love our neighbour as ourself (Matthew 22:37-40) is paramount. If we could
keep these words at the forefront of our mind then God’s grace can shine through the darkness and make
a difference to the lives of individuals. Therefore this remembrance we will be thinking about the
‘invisible wounds’ that veterans and their families experience when returning to civilian life post service.  

Please can I now leave you with words from my dear friend Rev Fiona Gardner who will be sharing with us
more on Remembrance Sunday 2020. 

"Dear friends, every year when Remembrance Day comes round, I am deeply challenged. Often on Remembrance
Day, we think of those who died in the first and second world wars, sweet hearts left behind, people scarred by
their experiences. However, sadly there is a whole new generation now deeply impacted by their years of
deployment in Afghanistan or Iraq. My late husband served in the intelligence services, mainly in Northern
Ireland from 1974-81. He was invalided out because of a head injury, which resulted in epilepsy. When he
returned to Glasgow, he did ok for a while, but eventually his injury became more problematic, as did his PTSD
symptoms. I tell Colin’s story in a Book “ Love Song For A Wounded Warrior” a book which records some of his
poems and short stories about his experiences in combat. I have also written about the impact that his injuries
had on his life and family. He died in April 2018 as a result of degenerative epilepsy. His fight for life and health in
the civilian world, was as courageous as his fight in active service."

I would commend the book to you, just because I believe that thousands others have similar stories, and I
would like that as a society, we would more consciously seek to support all our veterans and their
families. Thank you.

“ Love song for a wounded warrior” is available, cost £10, all profits split between 
“ The Coming Home Centre” in Govan, and “ Epilespy Connections.” 

 It is available through woundedwarriorfg@gmail.com

LYNSEY'S
LETTER
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God of all grace, call to the
nations of the earth to
cease from strife, that all
may join to fight not one
another but their common
foes of want and ignorance,
disease and sin.  Lead back
mankind out of the way of
death into the way of life
and from destruction to the
building up of a new world
of righteousness and peace,
of liberty and joy.  End the
dark night of lies and
cruelty, bring in the dawn of
mercy and truth.
                                                                                                
Lord, we honour the men
and women who are on
active service at this time,
and the millions involved in
armed conflict over the last
century who have died and
suffered injury.  We give
thanks for their sacrifice
and courage and ask you to
watch over their loved
ones.  In Christ's name. 
 Amen.

R E M E M B R A N C E

THE INQUISITIVE MIND OF A CHILD

Why are they selling poppies, Mummy? Selling poppies in town today.
The poppies, child, are flowers of love, for the men who marched away.
But why have they chosen a poppy Mummy? why not a beautiful rose?

Because my child, men fought and died, in the fields where the poppies grow.
But why are the poppies so red, Mummy?

Red is the colour of blood, my child, the blood that our soldiers shed.
The heart of the poppy is black, Mummy, why does it have to be black?

Black my child is the symbol of grief, for the men who never came back.
But why Mummy are you crying so? your tears are giving you pain?

My tears are my fears for you my child, for the world is forgetting again.

                                                                                     Contact Magazine 2009
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These colourful ‘bags of light' were given out to all

Primary School and Nursery Children (232 bags).

The bags included a paper lantern (with LED candle),

a light activity sheet, a light up bouncy ball, an SU

booklet and a pumpkin trail from the School PTA,

along with other goodies. We hope that many

enjoyed the light walk on Saturday 31st October to

see the Church, the Manse and many houses in the

village lit up with the lanterns and other lights. 

A huge thank you to Shirley Shaw, Kirsty Zorget,

Karen McArthur, Gillian Watson, Alex Meldrum,

Alison Harris, Nicola Cushley and all involved in the

school PTA. Thank you also to the fabulous Head

Teacher and Deputy Head Teacher at Dundonald

Primary School (Fiona Paterson and Julia Kerr) who

are always supportive and encouraging of the

Church’s activities for the local children. For primary

school children not in Dundonald Primary we have a

couple of spare bags. Please just phone Lynsey at the

manse (01563 850510).

To hear the ‘Irvine Beat FM’ live interview about

the: ‘Dundonald Lights up the Darkness’ event

please see the Dundonald  Youttube Channel. 

Hello to all members and friends. It is very sad that we are still unable 

to meet together, I am really missing the friendship and fellowship 

we all share.

Our first session would have started on the first Monday of October 

for our Dedication service and we would be looking forward to meeting 

every second Monday. I think no meetings will continue right into 2021.

One positive for this year I was able to enjoy the Virtual Annual Gathering in 

Dundee as usually I would be away on holiday. I hope many of you managed to login to enjoy this too. 

I pray that you and your families are keeping safe and well. If I receive any correspondence from the

Guild I will share on Social media or forward by email. If anyone has any ideas for “At Home Project

Fundraising” please let me know. May we continue to work tirelessly for our Movement to help others

during these difficult times. Love and prayers - Adaline

BAGS OF LIGHT 
G O D  I S  L I G H T ,  A N D
T H E R E  I S  N O  D A R K N E S S
I N  H I M  A T  A L L .  
( 1  J O H N  1 : 5 )

THE 
GUILD
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It was so nice to receive the lovely flowers and a door step chat after the
Harvest service. Thank you so much. 

Rosalie Hemingway

Dear Friends of the Church, thank you very much for the lovely flowers
from Harvest Thanksgiving.  I would also like to thank you for the bag of
goodies I received early in the year - they were very much appreciated.  

Ellen Gray

Dear Bob,  Please thank the members and friends of Dundonald Church for
the beautiful flowers I received on Sunday afternoon.  I appreciated them
very much.  

Christina Millar

KINDNESS - I wish to thank all the Church ladies for giving me some home
baking, to all the people who take the time to stop and speak to me, all the
drivers who return my wave when I am out during my morning walk, and
the number of cards I received on my birthday

May God bless you all. Sandy Parker

We would like to extend a big thank you to everyone for their cards,
flowers, gifts and prayers after Allan’s recent illness and subsequent
operation. Allan is making good progress and hopes to see everyone in the
not too distant future.

Love Allan and Maureen xx

Thank you for the flowers, toiletries and magazines etc and also to all the
ladies who work so tirelessly behind the scenes.  

Mary Rough

If you’re passing the Church you’ll see the stained glass
window in the porch - it has been refitted after being
under repair for a couple of months.
Someone’s few moments of senseless violence has cost 
 over £800. But at least it’s fixed thanks to Inwood Joiners
and Gails Lighthouse.  Bob McMillan

DEATHS - remembering family and friends in our prayers

15.10.20, Elaine Tweedie, 70 Kilnford Drive

21.10.20, Jean (Sheena) Speirs Smillie, 1 Greenbank Courtyard,
Darvel

P A R I S H
R E G I S T E R

T H A N K S  . . .
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Although our Church building has been closed for 8 months, our

Sunday Club children have continued to meet together every Sunday

morning at 11am.  Initially, Sunday Club took the form of online videos

from the leaders who took turns each week to deliver a lesson for the

children to enjoy. As time progressed, we decided to give “Zoom” a try.

This has allowed the group to meet virtually together and see each

other’s friendly faces on a Sunday morning! We play games, read

stories, watch videos and set ourselves tasks and challenges for the

week ahead. It has been wonderful to engage with the children during

this difficult time. Even though we are continuing to worship and

share our faith together we are all really looking forward to the day

that we can all be together again in the Church Hall. We are now

looking forward to our next task which is the challenge of creating an

online Nativity which will hopefully bring everyone a bit of much

needed Christmas Cheer!

LOCKDOWN LIVES
SUNDAY CLUBSUNDAY CLUB
Edition

During my lockdown I enjoyed spending lots of time with my

family, Caitlin, Isla, Mum, Dad and Gigha our dog. We had fire pits,

games nights, family quizzes, and we built raised beds in the garden

and grew lots of lovely vegetables which were yummy. I did online

classes in Mandarin and Gaelic, and football zoom training every

week with my team Kilmarnock Ladies FC. I also really enjoyed

doing the castle’s online activity sessions which included making

medieval ginger bread, a castle and a sundial. In the middle  of

lockdown my fish had babies and we had to send for a baby net. I

enjoyed looking out for them and seeing them get bigger. Doing 
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Caitlin, Ailsa, Isla
the Sunday Club sessions was great because I got to see my friends and we learned to appreciate things

more and welcome everyone. In lockdown my family and I were shielding so we had to stay in the house

and back garden for 99 days. This was hard because we could not get out to see our friends or to go out for

a walk or even see our Gran and Papa and this was the hardest of it all because I really missed them.  I was

so happy when we could again. XX

One of my highlights from lockdown was that I organised the

‘Brennan Games’ - a sport’s day for all my family to take part in. I

ordered medals, cups and rosettes and we had many different

events.  This included: Beat The Goalie, Giant Jenga, Hoopla, Kerbie,

French Skipping and many more things. Samuel won over-all and my

mum came 2nd. We had a lot of fun and then had a BBQ. I’ve enjoyed

Sunday club and BB on zoom but I miss seeing people.
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At the start of lockdown it felt like a 2 week holiday, then they said

the lockdown would be until the summer holidays and then the

homework started!  I find the Sunday Club good fun.  It is a good

way to start my Sunday and it is nice to be a part of it.
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I think lockdown was hard because you couldn’t see 

your friends and we weren’t allowed out. The good thing

was that we played in the building site and we ate

marshmallows.  Online Sunday Club is good because we

can do games but it is bad because we don’t get to see

anyone in real life.

During lockdown I missed seeing my Grans and Papas and it's hard for

me because I'm used to seeing them everyday. I miss doing the things I

used to like my clubs but I am glad i can do some of them online. I enjoy

Sunday School on zoom because I get to see Iona and Kirsty. Hopefully

we get to see everybody in real life soon and i enjoy it more in the hall

because it lets us play more games and do more arts and crafts.

I found it hard during lockdown as I could not go out and play with my

friends. It was scary as I didn’t know if someone in my family would be

sick or what would happen next. It was also nice as my mum and brother

was home all day so we could do school and work together. I even

pretended to go work with my mum one day. I also had more time to do

other things like baking cakes, practise my cheerleading and learnt how

to draw cartoon animals. We used zoom to have quizzes, birthday parties

and watch concerts together. I also used zoom for cheerleading and my

trumpet lessons. I liked the Sunday Club zoom as I get to see my friend

Holly and Kirsty who I miss hugging.

Lockdown was hard because we weren’t allowed out and

couldn’t see our friends a lot. The good thing is we were

able to see our friends a bit and we did arts and crafts,

stargazing, caravan restaurant and baking.  I think not

having Sunday Club is hard because you can't sing and

dance and you don’t get to go in the Church Hall or see

anyone and we don’t see Lynsey. The good thing is that we

can stay at home.
Lockdown was hard work because you couldn’t see your friends. We did crafts, baking and stargazing. We

went for a walk in the woods and we played in the building site. My favourite bit was the baking and the

worst bit was not seeing Grandma because we would have gone to Grandma’s at Easter. I like Sunday Club 

because of the games and the fun stuff.  The thing that I don’t like is that 

we don’t get to go to Church.

Struan

Isla

Lachlan



cancelled she was still able to ride at home.  Some horse owners were not so lucky as many livery 

yards closed their doors and so they did not set eye (other than virtually) on their precious equines

 for several weeks.  As the weather was so fair Claire rode more or less every day and as her swim 

training had also been cancelled she took to cycling several times per week just to keep up her fitness.  At

this point I think we thought normal service would be resumed fairly quickly – how naive was that! As the

summer has rolled on Claire has managed to get to one or two local horse competitions which I think her

horse has missed as much as she has.  Everyone, including horses, love a party !

For myself the initial stages were quickly re-organising the staff at work to minimise contact and set up

secure systems to allow them as much as possible to work from home.  We all had to get used to emailing

each other rather than just speaking in person, something I know was already normal practice in larger

organisations but at Stewart Gilmour, up to this point, we all took time to talk face to face to each other

and to clients, but now had to quickly get used to digital communication only.  Personally, I hope we get

back to normal after Covid has been beaten.  After only a short number of weeks the Government started

issuing raft after raft of support packages for businesses so we became busier than normal supporting

businesses during all the changes and making sure they were accessing any of the support applicable to

their particular set of circumstances.  One thing that did improve was my travel time to work – normally

home to work would be 30 minutes or longer at peak times; with schools and many businesses closed I

could nip to the office in 12 minutes.  I have never before had to deal with managing change over and over

again in such a short space of time.  Normally as a  Chartered Accountant we deal with an annual Budget

and one or two other well established changes during the year but in 2020 in order to support our

business clients we have had to deal with many many changes in a very short period of time – but there is

nothing like a challenge to bring out the best in people and our staff have all pulled together and got the

job done and just about kept smiling at the same time.

Zoom or skype meetings have become the norm not only for work but for keeping in contact with friends

and relatives (quizzes and wine tasting were the most popular) but when Lockdown measures started to

ease it was really good to see some of these people in person (always socially distanced).  With so many (ie

ALL) competitions or events cancelled over the summer I found I had extra time and like many others

managed to grow some vegetables (it still amazes me that you plant a seed potato and a couple of months

later there are many in its place) and get some painting done – all the good weather made these jobs a

pleasure.  I would definitely not have been so keen if the weather had not been so helpful. I even had time

to complete the Dundonald Games 10k – but just at the walk – and I may have had one of the slowest

times – but again it was good fun and a distraction from the otherwise restrictions of life under lockdown.

When lockdown began in March I honestly had no
idea quite how much normal life would change. 
 My daughter Claire was sent home from school
with little work to keep her occupied and when it
shortly became apparent that the SQA exams had
been cancelled she had even more time to fill, as
she should have been sitting her Highers this year.  
Luckily for her she has a horse and although all the
usual training and competitions had been 
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As Treasurer of Dundonald Church, one of the first things I had to do was put the Church Officer on

Furlough as the buildings were to remain closed for the foreseeable. Previously there were well

established teams of “counters” for offerings after each service but as the Services went on-line the

method of making offerings had to change.  Some have chosen to move to bank payments and others

continue to give via WFO or Open Plate and again I appreciate all the help that has been given to get

these Offerings processed and in the bank.  Many of our costs (Ministries & Mission, insurances,

maintenance etc) are unaffected by Covid so it is still essential to our financial health that the offerings

are continuous.  At the same time the Board agreed to set up a Special Project fund to facilitate improved

Audio Visual equipment in the Church building which will not only improve the experience when Services

resume but will also help to continue the on-line Services for as long as they are required. Some very

generous donations have allowed this project to progress.   

So Lockdown has meant more virtual meetings, walking, gardening, home décor, with less travel, holidays

and social gatherings in person, which has not been too hard to cope with in the summer months……we

will see how we all fare in the winter ?  We will have to think of indoor activities to keep busy and hope it

is not too long until we get back to normal.
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 thought it was cellulitis so I was treated for that but unfortunately my leg got worse and I ended up in

hospital.  This was the worst part of lockdown for me - No Visitors!   I was in a single room with the door

shut all the time; it was like being held hostage as having no one visit made the day very long indeed.  I

was in hospital for 16 days and told the day before I left that I was allowed a visitor!  It was like all your

birthdays and Christmas coming at once!  Hugh came in for an hour but I had to phone and book a time.

I was told I had Crohn's Disease - who would think that a sore leg would lead to a diagnosis like that?   I

feel much better now and have lots more energy.  Cafes and restaurants started to open up and things

were looking good - we even managed to go out for a meal for Alan's birthday. What happens next? 

 Things are starting to get worse again with lockdowns in some places. So let's hope and pray that it all

gets better and we can all spend Christmas with our families. God bless - Jeanette

CONGRATULATIONS TO HUGH AND JEANETTE ON THEIR SILVER WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATED ON TUESDAY 27TH OCTOBER , THE DAY OUR CHURCH OPENED AGAIN! 

LOCKDOWN AND ME

Whoever thought we would be caught up in a

pandemic?  But we are and we need to learn to live

with it.

I left hospital in March 2020, the day we were told

about Covid 19 and that we would probably have to

go into lockdown.  Everywhere was shutdown

except the supermarkets and some small food

shops.

In June 2020 I had a sore leg and the District Nurse 
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AN HONEST PRAYER
Dear God.  So far today I've done okay.  I haven't gossiped or lost my temper.

I haven't been grumpy, nasty or selfish.  But in a few minutes, God, I shall get out of bed
and that's when I'm going to need your help!  

           
St Paul's Witherington magazine



90 years of marriage! Friends came to the fence during the day and it was lovely to see them all, they 
made it special.

Caroline, Jack and George moved into the village in August, round the corner, so that is terrific. They have
been made to feel so welcome and Caroline says she has come home. The boys love being in Primary 1, have
made new friends and have joined Anchor Boys on Zoom, Well done, Mr Meldrum, for keeping them riveted
for an hour each Friday, no mean feat! They have tea here most days and I love to bake for them coming in,
ravenous, from school.  I made 37 little biscuits last week with a bit of cherry on each, thinking they would do
for several days. I thought they looked OK, but pride comes before a fall: George said he didn’t like the bit of
cherry and he preferred the biscuits in the barrel! Jack, seizing the moment of course, said they were
delicious, so I re-named them Jack’s Biscuits! That boy will go far! Since lockdown I’ve done a lot more baking
and cooking, like so many, and it’s good to do this on a dreich day. Roy’s been busy in the garden and
greenhouses growing fruit, vegetables, herbs and grapes and he’s always got the shed and garage to escape
to! 

At the beginning of lockdown, when the weather was marvellous, we went for long walks in the woods with
Cromwell, enjoying the birdsong, the bluebells in May, the smell of the wild garlic, and the lovely peace of it
all. We are so blessed having this beauty on our doorstep. We still walk a lot of course, having a large
energetic dog. When he’s not out walking Cromwell likes to sit with his nose through the fence, hoping any
passer-by will come and play ball or offer him the spare steak pie they might have upon their person! He
takes his teddy to greet the postman each morning.We have enjoyed chats over the fence, too, from anyone
passing. I go at bath and bedtime to Caroline’s each day and read Charlie and the Chocolate Factory before
the boys go to sleep. Roald Dahl’s language is so expressive and lends itself to dramatic fun!

I have greatly enjoyed the online services. Lynsey, the two Bobs and Allan have done so well to keep
everything going and it’s lovely to see the Church family taking part in the services. I do so miss actually
seeing everyone. Have enjoyed the Community Corner chat and the devotions. Well done Lynsey for
thinking of all these different ideas. The Bags of Joy and Bags of Fun were a huge success, greatly appreciated
by all the recipients. As we all know, this village is a wonderful, friendly place to live. We appreciated help
with shopping at the beginning of lockdown. A huge thank you to Frances, Sandy and Sarah in Canada for our
marvellous Contact. It is so attractively laid out and is a fascinating read. Well done Team! The Word of God
is spreading throughout the community and the Church family is growing. Praise be!  God bless, Pam, Roy
and family.
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I looked for inspiration at previous
Lockdown Lives and was very
impressed by their faith,
compassion, wit and wisdom. Hard
acts to follow! It was our Golden
Wedding in July and the
celebration lunch with family and
friends did not of course take
place. We had a delicious take-
away from The Auchans with Jean
and Bryan, who live opposite -
they celebrated their Ruby
anniversary on the same day. Jean
had made a wonderful chocolate
cake with a 90 candle to celebrate 

8  | Contact Magazine
10 | Contact Magazine



A man's car once stalled in heavy Friday evening traffic just as the light turned green.  All his efforts to
start the engine failed.  A chorus of honking rose from the cars behind him.
Feeling just as frustrated as those other drivers eager to get home or to their weekend destinations, he
finally got out of his car and walked back to the first driver and said, “I'm sorry, but I can't seem to get
my car started.  If you'll go up there and give it a try, I'll stay here and blow your horn for you.” The
person who is chronically impatient rarely makes another person go faster or arrive earlier. Rather, the
effects are nearly always negative to others as well as to the impatient person. Accidents occur more
frequently in haste.  Ulcers, headaches and other health problems develop more quickly, and
relationships can become more readily strained. As an antidote for impatience, try giving yourself ten
more minutes.  Get up ten minutes earlier every morning, leave ten minutes earlier, arrive ten minutes
ahead of schedule, and so forth.  You'll probably arrive at the end of the day feeling much more relaxed.

The end of a matter is better than its beginning, and patience is better than pride.
Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger resides in the lap of fools.

Ecclesiastes 7:8,9                                 

God's Little Devotional Book for Everyone

Lord be near me
Through the tangled web of life, Lord, guide me. 

Through the problems of the day, stay beside me.
From the dangers of the world, defend me. 

When my loved ones slip away, befriend me.
In the quiet of the night, Lord, hear me. 

 And accept my thankful prayer, for being near
me.

Anchored Magazine

John Howie of Girtridge Farm,
Dundonald on being a 

Gold Winner at the British
Farming Awards 2020 for 

Sheep Innovator of the Year. 
A great achievement!

PATIENCE IS A QUALITY YOU ADMIRE IN THE DRIVER
BEHIND YOU AND SCORN IN THE ONE AHEAD
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You don’t choose your family. They are God’s gift to you as you are to them. 

It doesn’t matter what our “family” unit looks like. Families can be formed under the most difficult or the most
joyous of circumstances and some family relationships are more fraught than others.  No family is perfect but
when we consider all family members (ourselves included) as God’s gift to one another and appreciate the love,
guidance, support and encouragement we can give to one another, we realise how special and important our,
or any, family unit is.
Praying for our family is the most powerful thing that we can do for each of them.  Each day we look out for
their physical and emotional well-being. How much more then should we be looking out for their spiritual well-
being too and committing our family to God? God’s word is full of wonderful scriptures to pray over our family
and make it stronger.

A prayer for blessing 
May the LORD bless you and protect you. May the LORD smile on you
and be gracious to you. May the LORD show you his favour and give you
his peace. Numbers 6:24-26 
God of Blessing I submit my family to you and entrust them into your
care. You are a good and gracious God – an abundant giver and I humble
myself before you, the true source of blessing, protection and peace to
ask that you pour out your favour on my family.  May we desire to
please you and do good. Work within us as a gardener in a vineyard that,
through us you may grow a wonderful harvest – our blessings bearing
much fruit, bringing glory to your Name. Amen.

A prayer for family unity
Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you,
so you must forgive others. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect
harmony.  Colossians 3:13-14 
Gracious father, we live in a broken world where peace and unity do not come naturally. But, through the
Cross and its example of Your perfect love, thank you that we can experience perfect harmony and unity and
come together as you meant us to be. Within our family help us to seek true forgiveness when we are hurt and
offended by each other. May we clothe ourselves with humility and your love today and grow together seeking
you and fulfilling the destiny you have planned for us. We pray as a family that you may humble each of us to
love as you love us. Thank you for your unfailing love and help us to display this towards each other. We live in
expectation that our family will be tightly united in the power name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

A prayer for our hearts to seek God
One thing I ask from the LORD, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my
life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple. Psalm 27:4
Lord, I pray over each family member that they strive to cultivate a life of devotion to you. May they long for
Your heart and seek you in all things for in your presence is where peace, rest and security are found. May I too
be an example of this on a daily basis. May we all experience the wonder as we gaze upon your beauty. In Jesus’
name we pray this. Amen.

Prayer 

12 | Contact Magazine

Archbishop Desmond Tutu

Scriptures to pray over our family.
Debi Dunn

https://raiseyoursword.com/prayers-for-my-family/


A prayer for a peaceful home 
I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!
I have overcome the world.” John 16:33
Father God, thank you that you created the home as a refuge from the world – a place where we can find comfort,
support and understanding. However, troubles do come. We are not immune. Be it this horrid virus, financial
difficulty, family strife or sickness. Thankfully you tell us that in all circumstances we can take heart! May we turn
our focus from the troubles and look instead to You. As we trust in your word with even the smallest amount of
faith, may we become more confident in who You are and what You can do in our lives. Sustain this home.  Pour
out your peace and let our souls find rest in You today. Amen.

A prayer for hope 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. Romans 15:13
Father, we all need hope in this world, particularly at this time as Covid lingers on
and our family are running low on hope, feeling mentally and emotionally
drained.  Thank you that You are our God of hope!  As believers in You we have
been infused with living hope and there is nothing in the world that can take that
away from us. For this we give you praise.  
We pray that our hearts pursue you first when we seek calm in the storms of life.
We want our words and actions to model the hope we claim we believe in. May
hope start with us and then let our family bring hope to the world around us.
When we are tempted to fall into fear, fiercely remind us that YOU are the God of
hope and fear doesn’t stand a chance with you. In all things, hope is always ours.
In Jesus’ Name we pray this, Amen. 

A prayer for protection and guidance
Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the LORD,
“He is my refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust.” Psalm 91:1-2
Father, thank you for your shelter and protection for my family. Help me to hold fast to you and the truth of this
verse when I am tempted to rely on my own man-made strength and efforts to provide for their safety. Help me
to trust you with the protection, care, and guidance of my family. May we dwell in you alone and be reminded that
only then will we find true rest and security.
Cover my family with your love and protection. Thank you for your faithfulness to do so. In Jesus’ Name I pray
this, Amen.

BLYTHSWOOD SHOEBOX APPEAL

The  annual packing/checking of shoeboxes will take place at Fullarton 
Connexions, Fullarton Church, Irvine from Tuesdays to Saturdays inclusive,  
3rd - 21st November 10-5pm.

LOTS OF CARE IS BEING TAKEN DUE TO COVID. 
There will be stringent guidelines/precautionary measures in place to protect 
everybody, boxes quarantined before being checked, social distancing etc 
The boxes this year will be sent to Moldova. Many thanks.
 

A pre-booking system will be in place, so that a maximum of 20 people will check the boxes at any given time. 
Should you wish to help with this worthwhile cause, please telephone Alan Sandilands on 07754514275
between 9am - 7pm to book your slot(s).  Or please get in touch with Shirley 01563 540063 for info.

Prayer



THE BUILDING OF THE PRESENT CHURCH
Rev Dr Robert Duncan served as Dundonald minister from

1783 until his death in 1815.  He was the son of a doctor from

Boston, USA and attended Glasgow University.  He became a

much loved and respected minister in Dundonald.  

Dr Duncan's ministry saw considerable changes in the Church

here.  First in 1781 the old Manse was replaced by a fine new

Georgian house that still stands beside the Church.  Now a

private house known as Glenfoot, it served as the Manse for

about 170 years and Rev Duncan became its first resident. 

This was quickly followed by the provision of a new school

building now the Montgomerie Hall. Finally the state of the
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Church itself had to be addressed. During the 1790s Ayr Presbytery became increasingly concerned

about the state of the 300 year old thatched Church in Dundonald. Inspection revealed that the roof was

in poor condition but might last thirty years; however, the south wall was bulging and was 9 inches out of

plumb.  The Churchyard wall required complete rebuilding.   In early 1803 it was finally decided to have a

new build "before next winter". Presbytery approval was given in March 1803.

The contract was awarded to James Hodge, mason in Dundonald, at a cost of £1160 for the Church and

Churchyard walls and the new building was completely by 11th June 1804.  Fifteen months seems quite a

short time to complete such a project when one considers that the old building first had to be demolished,

the site cleared and the new square stone building erected, without the benefit of modern mechanical

tools.  It is a tribute to the tradesmen of 200 years ago.  The price in today's terms (2004) was only around

£50,000, a remarkable bargain even without steeple and chancel.

The new building was not quite as we know it today.  The steeple was not complete until 1809 and the

front porch was added in 1817.  The Session House on the north wall did not appear until 1910 when it

was installed to replace a smaller vestry thanks to a generous gift from the Misses Finnie of Springhill. At

the same time, and as part of the same gift, the front gate and railings were installed to replace the rather

high prison-like wall which originally surrounded the property. The Church bell was apparently hung

between two trees in the Church yard.

The chancel, organ and large stained glass window were added in 1906. When the rebuilding was going on

worship, according to Gillespie, was carried on in a tent in the Churchyard, something that would be

familiar to the congregation as such accommodation was provided at Communion.  Quite why a tent

would be used when there was a relatively new schoolhouse next door is rather a puzzle.

God our Father, Creator of the world, please help us to love one another.  Make nations friendly with other
nations, make all of us love one another like brothers and sisters.  

Help us to do our part to bring peace in the world and happiness to all people.

14 | Contact Magazine



21/1/73  - A Scout Hall is to be built adjacent to the Church Hall.

8/2/73   - Mr. & Mrs. Slaven gift a “Home Communion Set” to Church for use by the Minister.

8/3/73   -  Damage being caused to the Hall by the organisations has become so bad that a “Damages Book”

is to be housed in the Hall and every organisation must inspect the hall before and after each usage. 

Damages may be charged to the offending organisation.

Our Magazine is named “Contact” for the first time.

11/10/73  - Lady members of the board to take Door Duty for the first time.

13/12/73  - Manse flooded by burst pipes.  A full rewire, new boiler and new radiators required.

 13/12/73  - A Men’s Club is formed.

16/1/74   - A “Give as You Earn” scheme is established to raise funds for the Church.

4/3/74  - The Guild celebrate the “Golden Jubilee” with a celebration supper.

11/3/74  - The B.B. has grown to 30 senior boys and 30 junaiors.

17/8/74  - St. Giles Place houses put up for sale to the highest bidder..  One sold for £3750

19/11/74  - A Car Rota Scheme is proposed..  Finally commenced in March ‘75

15/4/75  - The Church electrical  system is rewired by J. Allan and Co. for £750

Suggestions made to have children from Dundonald, Northern Ireland here for a holiday.  

12 – 14 children plus their minister expected.

20/5/75  - A Junior Choir has been established by Mr. & Mrs. Johnston and Mrs. Stevenson.

It was agreed to establish a “Flower Fund" instead of relying on volunteer donors.

24/6/75  - 18 Irish children are expected and a bus outing to Girvan has been set up.  They will be here,

staying with volunteer host families, from 6th to 15th August.

RESPONDING LIKE JESUS
Pray for those who persecute you (Matthew 5:44 NIV)

There are two kinds of criticism.
A soldier made it his practise to end each day with a Bible reading and prayer.  As the others gathered in
the barracks and retired for the night, he'd kneel by his bunk.  Some of them saw this and began to mock
him.  But one night the abuse went beyond words.  As he bowed in prayer one soldier threw his boots and
hit him in the face.  The others jeered, looking for a fight but there was no retaliation.  Next morning when
the boot thrower woke up he couldn't believe what he saw.  There at the foot of his bed were his boots,
polished and returned. Imagine shining the boots that kick you!  That calls for a new level of grace.  It
means deciding what your response will be before the offence comes!  Some of the guys in the barracks
were 'leaders', motivated by pride and insensitivity.  That's how darkness responds to light.  Others were
'followers', they weren't necessarily bad, just weak and afraid to be different. Why did Jesus pray from the
cross, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do”? Because He understood that people who
have been raised in a particular way, who are driven by certain forces, who wrestle with unresolved issues
and fears, who are programmed with an unregenerate mindset, need God.  And he saw it as an opportunity
to put God on display.This requires more than Sunday-go-to-meeting religion.  It calls for a Christ-like
example setting, love displaying response that makes others sit up and take notice. Your 'rights' and your
wounded ego are not the issue, the One you represent is.

                                                                                                   The Word for Today

OLD BOARD MINUTES, 1973 -75
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND NEWS
Kirk pledges £40,000 in wake of deadly explosion in Beirut

The Church of Scotland has pledged £40,000 to help rebuild the Lebanese capital, 
Beirut, following a devastating explosion which killed more than 200 people. The money – partly
drawn from restricted funds used to support overseas work - has been given to Near East School
of Theology and the National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon. It will be used to assist
people left homeless or injured in the blast on the 4th of August and to repair badly damaged
buildings used by the Kirk’s two partner organisations. The disaster, which came at a time when
Lebanon is dealing with political, economic and health crises, reduced the port area to rubble in
just a few minutes, destroying homes and livelihoods.Around 6,500 people were injured and an
estimated 300,000 were left homeless.

Joy as congregations prepare to welcome new ministers!
Iain Majcher was installed as minister of Bothwell Parish Church, South Lanarkshire on 20th
October when his father, Rev Philip Majcher, minister at Crown Court Church in London,
preached at a small service.. Iain, 33, is married to Celeste, originally from South Africa, with
five children. Andrew, Maria and triplets, Lily, Richard and William. They met in Amsterdam
where Iain worked for a drop-in centre for people who were homeless.
Douglas Creighton was inducted into East Neuk Trinity linked with St Monans in Fife on 16th
October via an online service.  Douglas, 35, a former head teacher said: “I am looking forward
to working with both congregations in new and exciting ways of living out the Gospel in our
communities. He is married to Emma with two children, Harris and Freya.
Elsie Macrae was ordained and inducted into linked parishes of Moffat St Andrew’s
Kirkpatrick Juxta and Wamphray in Dumfries and Galloway on 8th October in a small service.
Born in Malawi, educated in Swaziland, Mrs Macrae is a former Aberdeen-based oil industry
services engineer. Elsie, 42, married to Colin with Caitlin, 12, and Ethan, 7, said: “I am really
excited to be the new minister here and am overwhelmed by the love shown to us.
Rev Eddie Enslin, 34, has swapped the Dutch Reformed Church in Johannesburg, South Africa
for Mortlach and Carbrach Parish Church in Moray which has been without a full-time
minister for more than seven years. He was inducted on 8th October during online service.
Mr Enslin is married to Carlien and they have a Collie dog, Levi. He said he is looking forward
to the new challenge of serving a rural parish in Scotland.

LIFE
Life is a story in volumes three, the past, the present and yet to be.
The first is written and laid away, the second we're writing every day.
The third and last of the volumes three, Is locked from sight, GOD HOLDS THE KEY.
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Majcher Family, Douglas Creighton, Elsie Macrae, Eddie and Carlein Enslin



CHERRY CAKE

8oz/225g margarine   
8oz/225g caster sugar  
6 eggs 
2oz/50g self raising flour    
12oz/325g plain flour
llb/450g cherries

Cream margarine and sugar, add eggs then flours mixing well.  
Add cherries which have been cut in half, washed in lukewarm 
water then cold water.  Spread cherries out on a cloth to dry 
for an hour (this helps to prevent the cherries from sinking to
 the bottom of the cake).  Bake in an 8in greased square cake 
tin at 180C/160 Fan for about 1½ hours or until cake tester comes out clean.

BROCCOLI, GINGER AND COCONUT SOUP

1 garlic clove, roughly chopped
1 heaped tablespoon/15g/½oz knob finely chopped ginger 
¼-½ red chilli, finely chopped, plus extra, thinly sliced to garnish 
1 teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons coconut oil or ghee
400g/14oz broccoli, cut into small florets,  stalk thinly sliced
25g/1oz coriander, stalks and leaves roughly chopped, a few leaves
reserved for garnish
1 x 400ml/14fl oz can of coconut milk
50g/1¾ un-roasted peanuts (optional)
Freshly ground black pepper
lime wedges, to serve (optional)

Fry the garlic, ginger, chilli and salt in the coconut oil in a saucepan for a couple of minutes to release their flavour. 
 Add the broccoli stalk and coriander and stir through.  After 5 minutes, add the florets.  Pour in the can of coconut
milk, then fill the can with warm water and add this to the pan.  Cover and  bring to the boil, reduce the heat and let
the soup bubble gently for 5-7 minutes or until the broccoli stalks are tender. Meanwhile, dry-fry the peanuts if
using until lightly browned, tip onto board and roughly chop. Remove the soup from the heat and use a stick 
 blender or food processor to blend it to a smooth consistency.  Adjust the seasoning as necessary.  Pour into warm
bowls and garnish with the coriander leaves, peanuts and black pepper or extra slices  of red chilli and with lime
wedges alongside for squeeing, if you wish.
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tasty treats for lockdown!

DUNDONALD  CASTLE  SHOEBOX  APPEAL
Friends of Dundonald Castle will be supporting the Night Before Christmas Shoebox Appeal for the

third year running.  The support from our local community has always been incredible and we hope

that this year will be no exception.  Although the Castle won't be able to  have their lovely

community evening for everyone to come together and organise the boxes, the NBC team have

arranged that donations can be dropped off at the Visitor Centre.

Ideas for Children: Pyjamas, hat, scarf, gloves, teddy dolly, small car, game, book, colouring book,

shampoo, shower gel, toothpaste, toothbrush.

Ideas for Adults: Hat, scarf, gloves, socks, biscuits, shampoo, shower gel, shaving foam, lip balm,

toothbrush, toothpaste, brush comb, magazine, puzzle book, novel, notebook, pen.



CROSSREACH - Please give your orders for calendars and cards to Katy Purdie by 
Sunday 8th November. Katy's number is 07860 878911

TRAIDCRAFT - For cards, advent calendars and gifts please contact 
Val Gwynne 01292 313239 or Anne FitzGerald 01563 850441683

Open Monday to Friday 10.30am -
4pm, Saturday 10am-3pm 

For 2021 Calendars - Choice
Gleanings, Favourite Psalms,

Hannah Dunnett, Gospel Gems,
Hymns of Peace, Helen Steiner

Rice and lots of ideas for
Christmas Gifts. 

18 | Contact Magazine

www.ritchiechristianmedia.co.uk

http://www.ritchiechristianmedia.co.uk/


Those wonderful Church Bulletins! Thank
goodness for the busy typewriters. These
sentences actually appeared in bulletins or
were announced at  services:

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.

They're
back!
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The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the
Church basement Friday at 7 PM . The congregation is invited to

attend this tragedy.

The Pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would
lend him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.

The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. 
They may be seen in the basement on Friday afternoon.

Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - 
prayer and medication to follow.

The Church will host an evening of fine dining, super
entertainment and gracious hostility.

Please place your donation in the envelope along with the
deceased person you want remembered.

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the
addition of several new members and to the deterioration

of some older ones.

A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the 
Church hall.  Music will follow.

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October
24 in the Church. So ends a friendship that began in their

school days.

For those of you who have children and don't know it, we
have a nursery downstairs.

Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,'
giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.

Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.

Ladies, don't forget the jumble sale. It's a chance to get rid of
those things not worth keeping around the house. 

Bring your husbands.

The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.
The sermon tonight: ‘Searching for Jesus.'



MINISTER:  REV. LYNSEY BRENNAN 
01563 850243
LBRENNAN@CHURCHOFSCOTLAND.ORG.UK 

SESSION CLERK: BOB STEWART 
BOBSTEWART@RSMARINE.CO.UK 

CLERK TO THE BOARD: BOB MCMILLAN 
GM8JUY@BTINTERNET.COM
 

TREASURER: SHEILA TANNOCK 
SHEILA.TANNOCK@BTINTERNET.COM 

SAFEGUARDING COORDINATOR: 
JANICE HARDIE 
JANHARDIE@HOTMAIL.CO.UK 

FABRIC CONVENOR: DOUG GRANT 
DOUGLAS968@BTINTERNET.COM 

The Will of God will never take you, 
Where the Grace of God can't keep you, Where the Arms of God can't support you, 
Where the Riches of God can't supply your needs, Where the Power of God can't endow you. 

The Will of God will never take you,
Where the Spirit of God can't work through you, Where the Wisdom of God can't reach you,
Where the Army of God can't protect you, Where the Hands of God can't mould you.

The Will of God will never take you, 
Where the Comfort of God can't dry your tears, Where the Word of God can't feed you,
Where the Miracles of God can't be done for you, Where the Omnipresence of God can't find you.   

Anchored Magazine

Rev Lynsey, Sarah Botham,

Hugh & Jeanette Appleby, 

Kirsteen Croll, Debi Dunn,

Adaline Finlayson, Shona Jack, 

Roy & Pam Kavanagh, Bob McMillan,

Kathleen & John Morton, 

Shirley Shaw, Sheila Tannock, 

Helen M/Isobel M/Linda H - 

'typewriter' page

Sunday Club - Kirsty Zorget, 

Ailsa Anderson, Lachlan Anderson,

Struan Anderson, Harry Bartling, 

Ciaran Brennan, Ailsa & Isla Croll, 

Holly Granger, Iona Robertson

From the Archives - Gordon Stewart, 

Bob McMillan

Photos by Shirley Shaw  on pages 4 & 5

Articles  for  December/January Contact  by 
25th November please.

 We hope you have enjoyed
this issue!

F R A N C E S  M A V O R
Editor

sandyfrancesm@hotmail .com

CONTACT US

CONTRIBUTORS

CHARITY NO: SC008482

SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS

dundonald-parish-church.com
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https://www.facebook.com/DundonaldParishChurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ
http://www.twitter.com/ChurchDundonald
http://www.dundonald-parish-church.com/

