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WORSHIP WHILE YOU WALK!

Dear Friends,                                                                        September 2020

I hope this letter finds you well. It’s been wonderful being

allowed to do more pastoral visits in homes and gardens.  I’m

restricted (by the government) still in how many people I can see

in one day but it’s been a delight to reconnect with some of you

in person. I have missed you!  If you would like a pastoral visit or

know of anyone who would, please let me know. 

I’ve also had the pleasure to connect with local people that have

had no prior involvement with the Church or who have been

members but not regular attenders. People who have been

moved in ‘lock-down’ to ask the bigger questions of life: Is there

more to life than this? Does God know me? Would a faith in

Jesus bring healing to my heart? How can I come to know God

more? So I have taken my ministry to the woods! It’s a joy to get

to know people whilst walking and there is a tremendous

freedom in sharing matters of faith and life in nature. Talking

whilst being in the natural beauty of God’s creation frequently

draws people into His presence and leads people to open their 

heart more to hearing God speak.  And from this came the vision of: Forrest Church or WWW (worship,

walk and witness)!  Could there be room for new expressions of ‘Church’ here in Dundonald?  We are

living in a time where God is showing us He is doing a new thing! Church is on-line, people are re-engaging

with worship and the Church (and it’s mission and ministry) is very much (at this present time) without

walls!

I want to share with you an extract from an article I read entitled: “Worshipping with and within God’s

Creation”.  ROOTS September 2020: ‘if we want to engage with a growing number of people who struggle

with what we tend to call ‘traditional’ Church, and a faith that began outside anyway, where might that

lead us?  Will it cease to matter so much whether or not we have a building? Have our experiences this

year, of being forced out of our Church buildings (by coronavirus) given us new insights and opened up

new possibilities?  Can we explore and celebrate our Christian faith within the natural environment?” 

This does not mean the ‘traditional Church’ no longer has its place.  Far from that!  And we look forward

to the day when we can safely be together in our Church building as a family of faith in community to sing

our praises to God.  But I think God is daring us to have the vision to re-imagine Church. We are all

different, uniquely created beings with differing desires, backgrounds, needs and passions and therefore

there is room for multiple expressions of church.  Café Church is another recent expression of Church,

which has flourished in differing areas throughout Scotland.  Church as we know it is not about the

building but about the people of God being together to worship and praise God.

LYNSEY'S
LETTER
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The Church consists of people not buildings. Fellowship, worship and ministry are all conducted by

people, not buildings. Church structures facilitate the role of God’s people, but they do not fulfill it.

We need to remember that, as we move forward as people of God living through COVID-19.

All worship to God needs to be encouraged, nurtured and given breath. If this short letter has

stirred something in your soul and you are open to woodland worship or a pastoral walk then

please get in touch.

Love and peace,

DEATHS

     8.20   Mrs Jess Moir, Dundonald Nursing Home

18.8.20 Miss Mary McCall, Templeton Nursing Home, Ayr

23.8.20 Tom Handling, 1 Warly Place, Dundonald

If a task is once begun, never leave it 'till it's done. Be the labour great or small, do it well
or not at all.

The order from the head teacher was abrupt, “The classroom needs sweeping.  Take the
broom and sweep it.” 
Young Booker T Washington knew that this was his chance.  He swept the room three times,
and then dusted the furniture four times.  When the head teacher came back to evaluate his
work, she inspected the floor closely and then used her handkerchief to rub the woodwork
around the walls, the table and the students' benches.  When she could not find one speck of
dust anywhere in the room, she said quietly, “I guess you will do to enter this institution.”
Cleaning a classroom was nothing less than Booker T Washington's entrance examination
to Hampton Institute in Virginia.
In later years, he would recall this as the turning point in his life. He wrote in his
autobiography, Up From Slavery -  “I have passed several examinations since then, but I
have always felt that this was the best one I ever passed.” Slacking off, goofing off, and
dozing off rarely open doors of opportunity.  Those doors are opened best by a consistently
excellent effort.  Give the world an effort of that calibre today!

I have glorified You on the earth.  I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.   
John 17:4

                                                                                        

God's Little Devotional Book

Lynsey x
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We asked Rev Glory if  there is anything that we

can do to contribute to the work done by the

helpers at the two Nurseries (Chiole and Mlore) in

this time of Coronavirus. Glory gave us a very

helpful update: 

"Covid 19 is real. Recently, Malawi had one more
death of a District Commissioner … Schools have been
closed including nursery schools but children and
helpers do come to school  to eat porridge as a means
to prevent malnutrition. Helpers are not paid despite
the good job they are doing to prepare food for the
children.
What we would like to do at the Nursery schools to
help protect against the virus is to purchase  water
pails, soap … chairs for children (to help maintain
social distance), plates (at the moment we have to give
food in small groups and after each group has used
them we clean for the next small group until we can
feed all of them). Spoons and cups are also needed so
that each child uses his or her own.
Usually there are about 125 children but some parents
are afraid of sending their children to school because of
the Covid 19 pandemic." 

In response, at the end of August we were

thankfully able to send out £756 to support the

great work being done by the volunteers and we

have contributed to the immediate needs for

enough nutritious porridge (maize, soya and

groundnut flour - similar to what Mary's Meals

provides) for about 3 months; good nutrition will

certainly help in the fight against the virus - and

also water pails, soap, plates, spoons, cups and

chairs which will all help improve social distancing

and hygiene. 

And after this, we can explore with Glory whether

there is scope for their Congregation/Guild to start

making face masks and also look at options for an

additional shelter to help with social distancing.

M A L A W I  N U R S E R I E S  &
C O V I D  1 9
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Lockdown for many people has been a real trial,  separated from friends and families and not able to

go to work as usual.  However, the spirit of resilience soon began to surface.  People found their own

way to cope.  We have been extremely lucky.  

We had just returned from a week's holiday on 20th March, so any later and we wouldn't have got

away.  On return we had calls and messages, mainly from Kirk folk and neighbours who offered to

shop for us - this is still ongoing.  

I had a big birthday mid-May and going our for a celebratory meal was off so we celebrated at home,

courtesy of M & S and enjoyed that just as much.  On that morning I was greeted by a serenade of

'Happy Birthday' and a beautiful bouquet of flowers from the Church delivered by Frances and

Sandy.  

We have been kept in touch with the weekly service from Dundonald thanks to Bob and the iPad he

brings round every Saturday or Sunday morning and when we return it on Sunday afternoon we go

on for a mini tour of our little bit of Ayrshire.  We also appreciated a visit from Lynsey when we

were able to sit outside.  

Altogether Lockdown for us has been quite relaxing as there have been no deadlines to meet or

appointments to attend.  I do miss the Historical Society, the Flower Club and most of all the Guild. 

But these activities will be back eventually, though not maybe as we knew them.  

Church is also a big miss - not only the worship but the fellowship and friendship.  We are truly

blessed to live in such a caring village and be part of a loving Church Family.
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As the bells rang in the new year at

Hogmanay 2019 and we all wished

each other a happy, prosperous and

healthy new year, how could we have

foreseen that in just 8 weeks our lives

would be changed in such a dramatic

way?

LOCKDOWN
LIVES
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Prayer is so simple, it is like quietly opening a door and slipping
into the very presence of God. There in the stillness, to listen for
His voice.  Perhaps to petition, or only to listen.  It matters not,
just to be there, in His presence, is prayer!

                                                                                         Contact Magazine 2009
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Most readers will realise that William and I have not

been around much in Dundonald Church since I was

called to serve God as a Locum Minister in 2015. 

These were years of privilege, but since they were

also years of ‘retirement’, William frequently chose

to accompany me to wherever I was ministering.  

It was a way of us spending time together –always

good opportunities for a blether in the car.  The only

Sunday he stayed at home was generally the last

Sunday of each month when he would be singing at

the SHU service.  When Lockdown started I was

working at the Churches in Mauchline and Sorn.  All

of that has changed.  Lockdown actually began for

me on 24th February when I had surgery and

planned leave from the Church for 12 weeks.  In

many ways it began for William at the same time as

he remained at home with me to give me full support
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for the first six weeks in which I was to do nothing.  Within four weeks of that surgery Lockdown had

begun in earnest.

The hardest part for me, and one which I cried over in the beginning, was organising food for us. I sat at

the computer from 10pm one evening till 4am the next morning and still was unsuccessful in arranging a

delivery from any supermarket.  We did not fit any category for special treatment but I wasn’t able or

allowed to drive, and William, who has Parkinson’s, was unable to contemplate a supermarket shop.  Of

course, in advance of surgery, I had plenty of food prepared in the freezer, and plenty of tins in the

cupboard so we were blessed indeed.  It was fresh consumables that were the greatest problem…and

even when I did manage my first order all the basic things were unavailable because of others stock-

piling.  It was a time of tiredness, tears and prayers – and thanksgiving for the kindness of others who

would step in at unexpected moments.  It was also a time when God graciously responded to both of us,

removing anxiety and replacing it with his peace as we realised we had so much to be thankful for.  We

simply relaxed into our new way of life in the home with one another, and began to really enjoy and

appreciate our garden. We give our family credit for being careful to live within ‘lockdown rules’ and still

finding those precious ways to care.

The main change for us came when I began to understand that God was showing me it was time to leave

Mauchline and Sorn in the lovely ministry of Rev George Fiddes and move on to a new area of service.  As

I said, we learned to pray more and trust God more.  Just before Lockdown, I had convened the first

meeting of the renewed Ayr Presbytery Prayer Promoters’ Group.  It was a good meeting with

representatives from many Churches, and we had plans … in the meantime, however, I have found myself

preparing daily Bible meditations and prayer points which are widely shared.  It seems a tall order, yet I

sense God’s gracious inspiration and guidance each time I begin to work on the next one.  My humble

prayer is that many will be encouraged to pray and be blessed.  I am blessed because I share a life with

William and his many gifts and talents, and frequently enjoy listening as he sings praises to our Lord while

accompanying himself on the piano or guitar.  I hope you are blessed on those occasions you might hear

him express his gift (along with many others) on our on-line worship services.  I also trust you experience

the love and care that flows from the Church into our much loved community of Dundonald.



every week, plus mobile phone calls by the hunners, my phone has melted twice.  If I had to print out

all the emails, I could paper the Clyde tunnel.

Also, I was a part time decorator.  Inside the Auchans until 30th June and inside the Waterfront until

20th July (Anyone wants a quote, please call - friends prices - cash only.)  So. More work; actually,

 I enjoyed all of the above, well most of it, but also more relaxed personal time and less stress, mainly

because I had no time left to stress.

Positive Points:

- exercise on the bike was great, almost no traffic for the first few months.

- the weather was great and spring walks were really up-lifting.

- the garden was, and is, really tidy, the grass actually looks like grass this year.

- Moira's culinary skills were honed and meal times were a bigger focus of the day. 

Ed: See Moira's delicious dessert recipe on the Tasty Treats page!

I really miss the fellowship of the Church, especially being in Church.  Moira and I have sat outside on

good Sundays; close, but not quite the same thing.  Despite the many barriers to reopening I wonder

if it might not be worth the effort.

We keep being told, every day, by three podium experts (never knew the world had so many experts,

and so young) what to do, how to do it and where not to do it.  Jings, open prison never seemed so

good!!  I don't have enough summers left, to keep not doing things.  Lockdown, not a fan.
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Negative points:
- no visits to anybody for the first few weeks, soul destroying.
- no chance to plan ahead, everything shut and nowhere to go.
- queueing for the Troon tip when it reopened.
- wearing masks - I look like the Lone Ranger's wee boy.

This started for me on Friday 20th

March at 6.00pm; when I was

refused another pint, in my own pub,

because we were closing, as

ordered!!

I'm still part time in the accountancy

practice and the plethora of the

Chancellor's assistance schemes has

meant more work than usual, with a

whole host more queries.  I have

been in the office at least two days
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“banished” to the upstairs “office”.  Working from home has meant no face to face contact with any of my

work colleagues, catching up over our new “teams” environment only.  For a sociable person this has

been really quite hard and I have found myself, at times, very frustrated not just with the lack of contact

but also not knowing when we will be able to resume semi-normal working life again. I work for the NHS

in an administration function which means there is definitely no requirement for me to be at work at all. 

Fortunately, the work my department does is partly around supplying data to the Scottish Government

meaning we have been very busy over this lockdown period which subsequently has meant there has

been not a lot of time to dwell on not being able to meet up as a team. 

I found it difficult also when we were truly in lockdown not being able to visit my family, normal weekly

visits to my Mum in Dundonald were completely curtailed and we all had to make do with more social

media calls over Zoom.  Positively though we did have some great fun catching up on line on many

occasions with quizzes, chat and learning new TikTok’s!  One of the blessings, as part of this time of

pandemic, has been that my girls both arrived home at the end of March; it’s been wonderful having

them home for an extended time and we have managed not to fall out (well not too often!) I should say

that Colin elected to stay in Glasgow but with the house full to bursting already with four adults it was

probably a wise decision! This has been a difficult time for all three of my children with Colin and Eilidh

having to finish their respective years and Jenny needing to sit exams, all in a completely different

manner than before … online.  It was a stressful time for them but I’m pleased to say that they responded

to the challenge and passed their courses.  All three are now looking forward to going back to their

University lives although maybe not relishing the different format that this will take. We have walked

most days, when the weather has been good and are fortunate that we live within 10 minutes of the

beach in Barassie.  Some of our best times recently have been spent walking along the sand at the end of

the day watching the sun set over the horizon.

The community of Dundonald has really come together through the Church over this period and I am

amazed at all the different talents that have come to the fore.  It is a blessing that we have so many  
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Life during lockdown has been, as

for most people, a very strange

experience for my family and I

with some negative experiences

but surprisingly some really

positive experiences too.

I was instructed to start working

from home right at the beginning

of lockdown on the 23rd March

2020 and have not been back into

my workplace since.  David had

already set up working from

home in the dining room the

previous week, meaning I was



willing and able helpers to assist Lynsey in all of her new initiatives and I was especially pleased to

learn that all of the children in Dundonald were being given a Bag of Fun; some of the comments on

Facebook after these were received were truly heart-warming. The online Church services, put

together every week by Lynsey, Bob, Colleen etc. have been truly inspirational and have managed to

keep us all moving forward with our faith, reaching out and connecting to people far and wide.  One

of our friends in Edinburgh is now listening every week and enjoying being part of an extended

Church family.  The girls and I have also enjoyed setting up and being part of the weekly Tea/Coffee

and I am grateful for their support to ensure these run smoothly.

The pace of life has been very much slower, in the main and I feel that God is using this time to help

us all to reflect on what is really important in the world; helping others, kindness, family,

consideration, living in the moment.   (Ed: Thank you Katy for the beautiful photo on the cover!)

Gardener'sGardener's
HymnHymn

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small
All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.
But what we never mention, tho' gardeners know it's true

Is when He made the goodies, He made the baddies too.
All things small and swattable, disasters great and small,

All things paraquatable, the Lord God made them all.
The greenfly on the roses, the maggots in the peas
Manure that fills our noses, He gave us all of these.

The fungus on the goose-gogs, the club root on the greens,
The slugs that eat the lettuce and chew the aubergines.

The drought that kills the fuschia, the frost that nips the buds,
The rain that drowns the seedlings, the blight that hits the spuds.

The midges and mosquitoes, the nettles and the weeds,
The pigeons in the green stuff, the sparrows on the seeds.
The fly that gets the carrots, the wasp that eats the plum

How black the gardener's outlook, tho' green may be his thumb.
But still we gardeners labour, midst vegetables and flowers

And pray what hits our neighbours will somehow bypass ours!

                                                                      Contact 2009 Magazine
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Proverbs 31:8-9                                                                            Debi Dunn
Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are
destitute. Speak up and judge fairly: defend the right of the poor and needy.

Freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom of the press, basic human

rights, a robust legal system and access to healthcare, education, food and

clean water are rights most of us take for granted. However, many are not so

fortunate: Burma, North Korea, Laos, China, Yemen and Zimbabwe to name

but a few. In a world filled with injustice, as Christians, inaction or side

stepping should not be an option. The wisdom of God’s word pushes us to

move past our affiliations and comfort zones and tells us to do what each of

us can to be an advocate for those we come across that need our help being

heard or who don’t have access to the justice they deserve. In reality, most of

us will be limited in how we can help practically, but we can all pray.  Never

underestimate the power of prayer!

Prayer
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A Prayer for courage to seek justice                                 Alan Paton
O Lord, open my eyes that I may see the needs of others

Open my ears that I may hear their cries;

Open my heart so that they need not be without succour;

Let me not be afraid to defend the weak because of the anger of the strong,

Nor afraid to defend the poor because of the anger of the rich.

Show me where love and hope and faith are needed,

And use me to bring them to those places.

And so open my eyes and my ears

That I may, this coming day, be able to do some work of peace for thee.

A Prayer for justice                                                       Author unknown
Grant us, Lord God, a vision of your world as your love would have it:

A world where the weak are protected, and none go hungry or poor;

A world where the riches of creation are shared, and everyone can enjoy

them;

A world where different races and cultures live in harmony and mutual

respect;

A world where peace is built with justice, and justice is guided by love.

Give us the inspiration and courage to build it, through Jesus Christ our Lord.



A Prayer for those experiencing Injustice                    

Mother Teresa of Calcutta

O God, we pray for all those in our world

who are suffering from injustice:

because of their race, colour, or religion;

for those imprisoned

for working for the relief of oppression;

for those who are hounded

for speaking the inconvenient truth;

for those tempted to violence

as a cry against overwhelming hardship;

for those deprived of reasonable health and education;

for those suffering from hunger and famine;

for those too weak to help themselves

and who have no one else to help them;

for the unemployed who cry out

for work but do not find it.

We pray for anyone of our acquaintance

who is personally affected by injustice.

Forgive us, Lord, if we unwittingly share in the conditions

or in a system that perpetuates injustice.

Show us how we can serve your children

and make your love practical by washing their feet.

Paradox blessing                                          Anon
May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers,

half-truths, superficial relationships,

so that you will live deep within your heart.

May God bless you with anger at injustice,

oppression and exploitation of people,

so that you will work for justice, equity, and peace.

May God bless you with tears to shed

for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war,

so that you will reach out your hand to comfort them

and change their pain to joy.

And may God bless you with the foolishness to think

that you can make a difference in the world,

so that you will do the things which others tell you

cannot be done.   
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BOARD
BYTES

Remedial work and painting of the staircases and surfaces of the south facing upstairs and downstairs

window arches - completed at a cost of £5,670.

Front vestibule window - repair is being completed by Lighthouse.  

The main Finnie window - internal sandstone around the left side is powdering - quotes have been

requested.  External surface still to be repaired.

Front wall stonework - meeting held with a Restoration Architect from A.R.P.L. in Ayr as grant funding

and Local Authority approvals require a person of this authority to oversee the works. They will prepare a

basic schedule of works and send it out to three reputable firms who are experienced in this type of work

and will co-ordinate the responses etc.

Cleaning - Rev. Brennan expressed thanks to the team who have cleaned the Church after the decoration

work.

Church services - due to COVID-19 it is unlikely we will be opening in any form prior to the 23rd September.

Online services - thanks to Bob Stewart and others for all input to the services which have had a great deal of

appreciative feedback.

Sound and vision in the church - agreed that we concentrate initially on the video element for live streaming

and that the sub-committee will meet with Rev. James Hogg who has been extensively involved in the new

sound and vision system at St. Meddans;  this will help the subcommittee to set out a full specification of the

needs for Dundonald. There have already been generous donations towards the costs of the new sound and

vision equipment.

Facebook, YouTube and Twitter - Stephen B, Lynsey and Bob Stewart are working hard to make sure these

are relevant and coherent - all feedback appreciated.

Website - agreed to use this time to update our website to make sure our mission, vision and ministry is clear

across all social media and communication forums. Fraser McMillan has this in hand.

Year to date income to July - £24,575 which is £8,330 less than the same period last year (Note: separate

'repeat' article on giving as requested).

Yemen special offering raised £615.  

Church Repairs and Maintenance:

Church Hall: north guttering repairs - the specification needs to be increased due to the facia being of stone

and therefore additional quotes required.

Manse garden: any volunteer gardeners with spare time will be welcome!

Contact Magazine:  many thanks to South Ayrshire Council for paying for printed copies of the June, July and

August editions for those not on the internet - and to everyone for being so willing to write articles for the

magazine.
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We have received a number of requests to repeat the

previous article about giving to support the ongoing work and

services of the Church … there are various options: 

1.Regular Giving:

a. Monthly Standing Order to the Church bank account, which

keeps you in control through your instructions to your bank. 

b. Envelopes (usually weekly) - normally put in offering plates

during services - but during lockdown the Clerk to the Board,

Bob McMillan, has offered to be a collection point or will

arrange for collection from your home if requested. 

2.One-off Giving:

a. By cheque made out to 'Dundonald Church of Scotland' -

usually it is simplest to post it but collection can be arranged if

preferred. 

b. Online through a secure facility set up and managed by the

Church of Scotland at: www.churchofscotland.org.uk/donate -

click on 'Donate to a congregation' and then enter Dundonald

(Ayr) followed by your details as prompted. (Note, this can

also be used for regular giving but generally 1a, above, is the

preferred option.) 

3.Gift Aid: 

For any of the above, if you are a tax payer, it is possible for

the Church to recover tax at no extra cost to you through a

gift aid declaration. 

If you would like to use one of these options or would like

more details, please contact the Clerk to the Board, Bob

McMillan or the Treasurer, Sheila Tannock.

Socially distance picnic in local park or friend's garden

Go for a socially distanced walk

Have a knit and natter; make angels to give to local community

at Christmas.

A reminder that the Virtual Annual Gathering will be live

streaming at 11am on 5th September. 

Guild week will follow 6th – 13th September.

Couple of Ideas for Guild week:-

I hope it will not be too long before we can all meet together and

share Fellowship. 

Loving God we ask for your guidance as we challenge ourselves to go
the extra mile to help serve all involved in our Guild movement during
these unprecedented times. We pray for the time that we will get to
share friendship and fellowship together at our meetings.

GIVING

THE
GUILD
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DUNDONALD SCHOOL
Although little is known about the education of the young in pre-reformation Scotland, there is no

doubt that education was given a kick-start by the reformed Church.  It was John Knox's ambition 

to see a school in every parish and by 1646 this became an enactment of the Scottish parliament. 

As far as Dundonald is concerned the earliest record of an attempt to set up a school occurs in

1605.  The session minute for June reads:

" The session ordained the minister publicly to warn from the pulpit all such as would have their bairns
teach it to convene on Tuesday next at 10am to advised thereupon"

In November 1606 John Allasoun is appointed to teach children at Dundonald.

However, there is no mention of a school building until 1634 when the Session decided to build a

school "for education of the youth in learning and virtue."  The ground allocated for the building

was at the east end of the Church yard, presumably somewhere close to the present manse.  The

ground was given to the parish "specifically and only for a school" by John Fullarton of Dreghorn.  

The school building served the parish for around 170 years until sometime just before 1800 when

the old school was taken down and a new one with a school house was built just to the north of

the Churchyard.  This new building in its turn served for another 100 years until a red sandstone

school was built in 1896, pictured above (where School Wynd is today  - demolished in 2004?). 

The old school beside the Churchyard then became Montgomerie Hall still in use today.  It's hard

to believe that, at its closure in 1896, it housed a school roll of 200!  The schoolmasters of

Dundonald are mentioned throughout the minutes - in fact up until 1930s they all doubled as

Session Clerk!

For the earliest school in Dundonald the session laid down a set of rules and these are entered in

the minutes in 1640, one reading: -
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"Let the children in the winter months meet at sunrise and be dismissed at sunset, except some younger

ones or those who live furthest from school.  For the rest of the year let the hour of gathering be seven

o'clock and the hour of skailing (scattering or dispersal) be six."

The day opened with a long prayer, possibly 15 minutes or so. With attendance required six days

 a week school hours were excessive, especially when homework was obligatory. The children

were also required to attend Church on Sunday and sit quietly with the master and to be sure

they listened as they were expected to answer questions on the sermon on Monday.  When could

they play? Not on Sunday afternoon - that was disallowed.  Tough times!

Over the years the parish also operated schools at Crosbie, at Darley, at Loans, at Old Rome and

at Drybridge.  Loans school was built in 1877 and continued well into the 20th century. The

building still exists but is now a private house.  Drybridge school was built in 1878 to alleviate

overcrowding at Dundonald and remained open until the 'new' school was built in Dundonald in

1896.  The building was demolished to be replaced by a house.
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I'd had a period of being unwell and confined to the house for several weeks, in fact.  Joy of joy, I felt
strong enough to venture outside.  The sun was shining, an autumn nip in the air made me don my
coat, hat and thermal gloves.  So clutching my travel pass in my hand I did one errand first before
making my way just across the road to the bus stop.  
Just before the bus was due to arrive I discovered to my dismay that I had lost my brown leather case
containing my pass. So I retraced my steps to see if I could find it, with no success.  Then just as the bus
was due to arrive, and by this time I had the bus fare ready, I remembered the Psalm I had read just
that morning. It was Psalm 77 verse 1 “I cried out to God for help for Him to hear me when I was in
distress, I sought the word of the Lord.”  
So I audibly cried out to God and just as I did so, a gentleman kicked through a pile of leaves nearby
and produced my pass for me!  God is true to His word and I definitely proved it on this occasion when
I took Him at His word.  It was a real relief and testimony to the goodness of God to us, even in small
matters.  He does answer our prayers and is concerned in the nitty-gritty affairs of our ordinary
everyday lives.

                                                                                                       Anchored Magazine

LOSTand



CHICKEN WITH DOLCELATTE
4 boneless chicken breasts
200g/8oz Dolcelatte cheese
350g/12oz young leaf spinach
½ teaspoon grated nutmeg
85g/3oz Parma ham
200ml/7floz crème fraiche
salt and pepper

Pre-heat the oven to 200C/180Fan/G6. Cook spinach, squeeze dry and season with nutmeg, salt and
pepper. Roughly chop and place in a baking dish. Cut a small pocket in the thickest part of each chicken
breast and place two 1cm cubes of Dolcelatte into the chicken pocket. Wrap each chicken breast in Parma
Ham. Season and place on top of the spinach. Cover with crème fraiche and crumb over the remaining
Dolcelatte. Bake in the oven for 30-35 minutes until browned and bubbly. Serves 4

GYPSY TART
Ready made shortcrust pastry case or 
make your own and bake prior to filling
200g/7oz muscovado sugar, light or dark
170g/6oz can evaporated milk

Preheat oven to 190C/GM5.  Chill the evaporated milk - it 
has to be chilled otherwise it won’t whip (a short time in the 
freezer does the trick).  Whip the milk and sugar until very thick - this will take a good 5 mins with electric
whisk.  Pour into prepared pastry case and bake in preheated oven for 10 mins. Allow to cool, best served
at room temperature with pouring cream and a dusting of icing sugar or cocoa powder.  Our grandchildren
all love it and if there are any leftovers they usually go home with the big kids, whoever gets there first!

ASIAN SLAW
Ilb shredded veggies - your choice of cabbage,  carrots, 
pepper, mangetout, broccoli etc - about 6-7 cups
3 spring onions
1 cup coriander, parsley or mint, chopped

Dressing
3 tablespoons olive oil
1 tablespoon toasted sesame oil (optional)
¼ cup wine vinegar
3 tablespoons honey or agave
1 tablespoon soy sauce
1 garlic clove, finely minced
1 tablespoon ginger, finely chopped
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon chilli flakes or chilli

Toss slaw ingredients together in a large bowl. Add spring onions and coriander (or other herbs). whisk
Dressing ingredients together in a small bowl. Pour dressing into slaw and toss well. Garnish with sesame
seeds and/ or nuts.   A healthy and delicious recipe from our Canada Branch (Sarah)!
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tasty treats for lockdown!

Optional toppings
Toasted sesame seeds
Roasted crushed peanuts or cashews



GUESS THE
VILLAGES AND
TOWNS IN
AYRSHIRE!
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1. Peat dried by the wind 

2. Is Mrs Robinson on the edge of the river 

3. Unsuccessful venture across the river 

4. Don’t turn the corner 

5. A little car will never come here 

6. In Scots the feline jogged 

7. Was the candle cord pushed hard here 

8. Inhale a healthy breath of it 

9. Scramble rig with a delivery vehicle 

10. Clunk Caihe (anag)

11. Murder but try to stop the clatter 

12. Toss the crossing strongly away 

13. Every 24 hours 

14. No pepper on this jacket

15. Weighty ear

16. Are you finished Mr Duck?

17. Let entry 

18. If you have this it is very painful 

19. Do you get our other national drink

here? 

20. Asphalt lock attached 

21. Seasonal team 

22. You might get a fright here 

23. Church of Barrymore 

24. Angry dwelling  

25. Capital of Russia 

26. Are these women married? 

27. It’s the only way to play the game  

28. A bank might give you these 

29. Did Quasimodo save his money here? 

30. Small grinding place

(answers on final page)
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... AND CULZEAN
CASTLE IS HOSTING

THE ANTIQUES
ROADSHOW!

So if you have any family heirlooms or items with a special

story (or 'mystery') behind them, why not click on the link

below and you may be one of the invited audience! 

Deadline for applying mid September!  Click here 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2KCPQNybfvZbc9qnQS5PglC/culzean-castle
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2KCPQNybfvZbc9qnQS5PglC/culzean-castle


CHURCH OF SCOTLAND NEWS

With the wind on his back and a prayer in his heart, the Moderator 
of the General Assembly bagged Scotland’s four Cardinal Munros 
one after another.

Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair, who only has partial use of his left arm which affects his balance,

climbed a combined height of 12,484ft over three days to mark the end of the Week of

Prayer which brought Christians together. He prayed for the wellbeing of the Kirk and the

country from the summit of the Cardinal Munros which are the most northerly, westerly,

southerly and easterly mountains over 3,000 ft high in Scotland.They are Ben Hope in

Sutherland, Sgúrr na Banachdaich on Skye, Ben Lomond near Loch Lomond and Mount Keen

in Angus. Dr Fair, who was accompanied by one of his chaplains, Rev Gregor McIntyre, and

Rev Richard Begg, an Army Chaplain, said he “loved every minute” of his often demanding

adventure despite the wind, rain and swarms of midges.“I am a mountain lover and praying

for the Church and the country from these high places, looking down and surveying the

magnificent scenes, was an emotional, humbling and moving experience,” he added.  “The

other high point was doing the challenge with friends and we had great fun along the

way.”The Biblical context of the Cardinal Munro Challenge relates to a quotation from the

Gospel of Luke: “We’ll be following in the master’s footsteps: ‘Jesus went up on a mountain

to pray…’ Luke 6:12.”  Dr Fair said the challenge was a great way to end the Week of Prayer

and thanked the thousands of people from across the UK and further afield who engaged

online.
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THE LISTENER
When you are ready to take your

journey, I am here, I walk beside you

When you want to talk along the way,

I listen, I hear your voice

If your journey is difficult, I will not run

ahead, I won't change direction

Together we could build bridges, Climb

over barriers

And when the journey ends …. I hope

that the bags you carried along the way

will feel lighter.           

Contact Magazine 2009

Eternal God, 
You are present in all places, so that we

cannot be in any place where you

cannot be found.  Give us the sense of

your presence and the knowledge of

your fatherly love.  We commend to

your care and keeping all those who

travel by road or rail, or walk to distant

places of our land.  Protect them by

your power, and bring them safely to

the end of their journey.      

The Lion Prayer Collection



Artery  -  the study of paintings.

Bacteria -  the back door to cafeteria

Caesarean section – a neighbourhood in Rome

Catscan – searching for kitty

Cauterize – make eye contact with her

Coma – a punctuation mark

Enema – not a friend

Fester – quicker than someone else

Labour pain – getting hurt at work

Nitrates – cheaper than day rates

Outpatient – a person who has fainted

Post-operative – a letter carrier

Recovery room -  place to do upholstery

St Meddans Church Magazine

Did Noah Fish?
A Sunday school teacher asked, “Johnny, do you think Noah

did a lot of fishing when he was on the Ark?”  “No”, replied
Johnny.  “How could he, with just two worms”.

Time To Pray
A minister asked a little boy if he said his prayers every night. 
“Yes sir”, the boy replied.  “And do you always say them in the

morning too?”  “No sir”, the boy replied.  “I am not scared in the
daytime”.

Higher Power
A Sunday school teacher said to her childen, “We have been

learning how powerful kings and queens were in Bible times. 
But, there is a Higher Power.  Can anybody tell me what it is?”

One child blurted out, “Aces!”

Medical Terms for Non Medical People
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 We hope you enjoyed this issue
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Articles  for  October by 
25th September please.
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From our archives, Gordon Stewart.
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SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS

dundonald-parish-church.com

Answers to quiz (page 17)
1. Mossblown, 2. Annbank, 3. Failford, 4. Straiton, 5. Minishant, 6. Catrine, 7. Prestwick, 8. Ayr
9. Girvan, 10. Auchinleck, 11. Kilmarnock, 12. Hurlford, 13.Dailly, 14. Saltcoats, 15. Lugton
16. Dundonald, 17. Alloway, 18. Galston, 19. Barr, 20. Tarbolton, 21. Springside, 22. Skares,       
23. Kirkmichael, 24. Crosshouse, 25. Moscow, 26. Maidens, 27. Fairlie, 28. Loans, 29. Bellsbank
30. Littlemill
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 Printed copies for those not on internet:
the previous funding source has come to

an end  - with many thanks to 
South Ayrshire Council 

for the June, July & August editions.  
We are now looking for a new source.

https://www.facebook.com/DundonaldParishChurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ
http://www.twitter.com/ChurchDundonald
http://www.dundonald-parish-church.com/

