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LYNSEY'S
LETTER

those who weep’. It will be a time to look back on a year when so much has changed. To remember those
who have died, to support those who have lost jobs, to be thankful for all who have cared for the sick and
the vulnerable. This year our community here in Dundonald has pulled together in exceptional ways to
show love and kindness, generosity and care to our neighbours. And at Christmas time this especially
needs to continue. Why not bake some extra Christmas goodies and hand-in to a neighbour or get
involved in the ‘Night before Christmas Campaign’ supported by the Church, Dundonald Castle and
Dundonald Primary School? (page 16).  Gifts are also being collected for the vulnerable and elderly - if you
want to get involved in making up  ‘Bags of Christmas Sparkle’ give me a call.

We are also trying to keep the Christmas spirit alive with our "Bags of Christmas Sparkle" (back page)
for the children and display outside the Church (on the railings). Dundonald Primary School are
drawing scenes from the nativity story and we are creating a "wall of star-filled joy".  Why not make
your own star and add it to the display writing on the star your reason for thankfulness this season.

We are experiencing lots of changes this Christmas but what has not changed is the story and 
the meaning of Jesus’ birth. God is with us. With us in the hard-times as in the good, in the
disappointment and the difficulty, in sorrow and in celebration; Jesus the human face of God, that
brings light to the darkness within us! “The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light.  And for
those who lived in the land where death casts its shadow, a light has shined.” (Matthew 4:16 NLT).  ‘For
a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on His shoulders.  And He will be
called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace’ (Isaiah 9:6 NLT).

I pray that as you journey through this Advent and Christmas season you will know that Jesus journeys
with you.  May you know God’s comfort and, in whatever your circumstances, be surprised by God’s
joy. Make a Star of Joy and let the joy of Jesus this Christmas grow in our village and Parish.

Peace and Joy,

STARS OF JOY!

Dear Friends,                 December 2020/January 2021

There is no doubt about it, Christmas this year will feel
very different. And no one is likely to forget Christmas
2020 with all the restrictions placed on our usual
celebrations.

Our family gatherings may well be smaller. We can’t
attend Christmas shows or Christmas parties and there
will be no big crowds waiting to watch the annual switch-
on of the Dundonald Christmas lights.  And as a Church
we are unable this year to welcome our whole
community into the building for our Christmas services.
Instead we will have on-line worship and small numbers
gathering in Church on Tuesdays at 2pm (limited to 20
people). Instead of singing Christmas carols in Church we
will be joining in the familiar carols during: ‘carols on the
doorstep’ with Irvine Beat FM (see page 5).

But it will still be – as always – a time to care for one
another and to be together. This Christmas the
Church will need, in the words of St Paul in Romans
12.15, to 'Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with 
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Please dropPlease drop    offoff
your decoratedyour decorated
star at thestar at the  
Manse byManse by  
FridayFriday  
11th December11th December  

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
Away in a manger the baby lay

No blankets or pillows, just some hay.

Shepherds watching their flocks by night

Angels appear midst blinding light.

Wise men travelling from afar

Following a guiding star.

Herod filled with rage within

Planning to kill this new born king.

What can this mean for us today?

Just a story some would say

Perhaps we need to think it through.

C H R I S T M A S
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Remember if you don't have a star, 
you can pick one up from the Manse porch.



Sunday 13 December:Sunday 13 December:    Gift Service with Santa visit (online)Gift Service with Santa visit (online)

Sunday 20 December:Sunday 20 December:    Virtual Nativity Service with Sunday Club (all-age)Virtual Nativity Service with Sunday Club (all-age)

Carols on the doorstep - 5:30pm (Irvine Beat FM 107.2)Carols on the doorstep - 5:30pm (Irvine Beat FM 107.2)

Tuesday 22 December:Tuesday 22 December:    School/Church Christmas Service (online)School/Church Christmas Service (online)

Thursday 24 December:Thursday 24 December:    Community all-age Christmas Eve Service (online)Community all-age Christmas Eve Service (online)  

Friday 25 December:Friday 25 December:    11am - Zoom Christmas Morning Church Family Gathering11am - Zoom Christmas Morning Church Family Gathering  

Sunday 27 December:Sunday 27 December: Joint Ecumenical Service with Troon Churches. Joint Ecumenical Service with Troon Churches.    
Rev Lynsey preaching, Gordon Highet sharing his guitar testimony andRev Lynsey preaching, Gordon Highet sharing his guitar testimony and  

worship song. Churches Virtual Choirworship song. Churches Virtual Choir

Tuesday 29 December in Church:Tuesday 29 December in Church: Rev Alastair Symington Rev Alastair Symington

Sunday 3 January 2021:Sunday 3 January 2021:    Lynsey on A/L.Lynsey on A/L.
Service from Rev Dr Martin Fair (Moderator of General Assembly).Service from Rev Dr Martin Fair (Moderator of General Assembly).        

C H R I S T M A S / N E W  Y E A R  S E R V I C E S
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A Service to Remember Loved Ones
The loss of a loved one is possibly the deepest emotion that we experience and this has been

made worse during lockdown with only a very restricted chance to share our grief with
others. If you have lost a loved one and would like to attend a simple service in the Church

(within Covid restrictions) along with others who have also experienced loss, please contact
Lynsey (01563 850243).

Since the end of October, up to 27 have been able to join for worship in Church on Tuesday
afternoons.  Whilst those attending have not been able to sing, they have been blessed by a 'live'
service led by Lynsey with Mariea playing the organ and Stephen or Heather singing solos (behind
a screen!). 
With level 4 restrictions only 20 are allowed (including Lynsey and others taking part in the
service).  If you would like to come to a Tuesday service, please phone Ann Ferguson (01292
316955) who will add you to the list. If spaces are not available for that week, Ann will be able to
put you onto a list for a subsequent service.  
Please note: to comply with Covid regulations only those on the list will be able to attend.

Tuesdays Together!
SERV ICES  I N  THE  CHURCH  -  2PM



Look out for the Troon & Dundonald Virtual Community Choir at the Joint Service on 

Sunday 27th December!  Many were blessed by the  choir singing for the Remembrance  Service.
         The choir included five of our Dundonald singers:  

Brian - When asked if I would be interested I thought - "Yes, why not, after all how hard could it be?  I’ve
made recordings for the Praise Band and Church before. "  How wrong could I be! "Abide with Me" is 

a hymn I’ve heard but don’t recall singing.  Having practiced  a few times I was ready for recording. 
That day was dreadful though with doors banging, lorries driving past, just about every distraction

imaginable plus forgetting words, missing timing or being off key.  But eventually the completed
recording was sent off.  I don’t like watching myself sing and can only just about bear listening to myself.

Also, it was only me singing bass harmony which on its own didn’t sound great!  However, when I
watched the edited playback of the choir it sounded fantastic and made me feel really proud of taking

part ...  and I’m really looking forward to being involved again if they will have me back!

Janice - How nice it was to be invited to join with choirs from the Troon Churches . We all 
recorded our parts from the comfort of our own homes helped greatly by the step by step instructions.  
 Fortunately, from my neighbours point of view I managed to record it in two takes!  Although the choir

was a virtual one it felt good to be singing again for our worship in Dundonald.  A big thank you to the
talented team at Troon Old for putting it all together.

Moreen - This was my first experience singing in a virtual choir and I was apprehensive at first about
taking part.  As a novice it took me two or three attempts to record myself to an acceptable standard!
However, once I mastered the technical side (all credit to my husband for his help and patience!) I was
pleased with the result.  The choir sounded very professional and full marks to Brian Duncan and team
for the high standard of editing.  It was great to take part and receive so many positive comments from

friends and family.

Stephen - Singing in any form is very much one of my "happy places" and so it has been hard not to be
able to sing with the Church Choir or Praise Band since March.  I have been privileged to record some
hymns and songs for the online services, but it is not the same as singing with other people.  What was

great about the virtual choir was that although I still recorded my part on my own,  the end result
sounded like a real choir ... Brian Duncan at Troon Old did a fantastic job with the production - even

managing to feature ladies' and men's voices on different verses.  Choirmaster David Moore was also
great at getting us all singing in the right tempo and expression, with his conductor's video.  I'm looking

forward to the prospect of another similar project at Christmas , but even more so being able to meet in
the choir room at Dundonald Parish Church and sing together for real!

Heather - What the others have said is great -  it was so well put together and the end result sounded
amazing! It was also lovely to be 'conducted' again after what seems a very long time!
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Carols on the Doorstep! 

T&D Virtual Community Choir

Join in the festive fun and help celebrate Christmas despite the restrictions!  
Irvine Beat FM has agreed to a request from Lynsey to 'host' 'Carols on the Doorstep' 
on  Sunday 20th December 5:30pm.  Tune into IBFM 107.2 (near to the front door) -

wear a Christmas jumper or hat, stand on your doorstep and sing along to 
Hark the Herald Angels Sing, Ding Dong Merrily on High, O Come all ye Faithful 

(if you want, with an instrument or something to shake and rattle!). 
 The words will be available to download from our online sites (& invite neighbours)!
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Thank you to everyone for making Tom's funeral special and
much less stressful with friends coming to their doors along
Bruce Avenue as the hearse went down. The piper was playing
for all the village to give us a lift in our spirits at this strange
time and it was wonderful to hear the Church bells ringing -
thank you Bob (S)!  Lynsey gave us a wonderful service at
Dankeith; I want to thank her so much and also for bringing the
purple folding chair because, she was right, I could not have
stood for all that time.  It was wonderful to link up with John in
Sydney, Australia whilst we were at Dankeith, thanks to my
sister Anne, and to have everyone there with their phones.
Family and friends who came to the service did well with
distancing/masks and it didn't feel crowded at all.  Tom Junior
gave a great message to everyone about his Father who he had
got off to a 'T'. He called his dad's dinner "Walton's mountain"
as it was so large (usually mince and tatties or a steak pie)! 
 Sandy did a wonderful job too recording the service up at
Dankeith.  I thank the Lord for lovely weather that day and  to
everyone for cards, messages of support, phone calls and
people coming to the door.

Caitlin, Ailsa, Isla

Tom loved his garden, his roses were greatly admired; he had two patches of potatoes each year and
everyone got some - Tom Junior, Stewart, my mum Jenny Lind when she was alive, neighbours and friends.  
Tom's sweet peas were 6ft high - I'm going to have a go at growing them myself.  I have been cutting back
the roses - hope I am not doing any damage - Tom said I could cut the back well!  I miss Tom very much and
think of him everyday; I talk to him sometimes when I'm on my own - I feel he hears me.   He liked sleeping
on the couch so each night I plump up the cushions where he sat … I say "Goodnight, God bless".  Tom and I
celebrated our 59th Wedding Anniversary together before he died. My son Robert next door has been a
tower of strength, always there for me and looking after me, making french toast, roasted cheese and
meals and coming round at night if we needed him, a wonderful support.  I could not have managed without
him. Thank you to Stewart for all his help at the funeral parlour and for arranging the headstone and also to
Iain Conway and the Staff there for their help.  John was able to see his Dad by a video link to Australia. 
I am very grateful to John's schoolfriend, Jeff,  for coming to fix the flagpole in the garden so we could fly
the Saltire on the day of Tom's funeral. 

I thank the Lord for everything He is helping me with and am asking that He'll be near everyone just now
and let them know He's close.  I pray that we'll all come through this and keep helping one another.  I miss
my Church and the bells. I had always wondered what was behind the door at the top of the stairs in
Church when I went to the service.  Then one morning the door was open - I looked inside and was so
surprised when I saw Hugh ringing the bell.  All these years and I never knew!  I had a chat with Hugh and
asked for his wife. I enjoy the services very much; my hearing is not good but I can hear Lynsey which is
very special.  I've promised Frances the first thing we will do when Covid is all over is to get my hearing and
eye test done. We've had lots of outings out together when life felt difficult and also plenty of laughs with
you too Sandy. 

Thank you to all who looked after Tom - carers, nurses, doctors in hospital, the GP practice and
receptionists, the District Nurses Fiona and Jean who regularly checked on Tom (and also on me - my sore
leg and low blood pressure), Calum and girls in the pharmacy.  I got to know the carers well - they did a
wonderful job with Tom.  On his last day, after he had gone to hospital, one of the carers, Shareen, came
back as she was so concerned and made me a cup of tea and chatted.

THANK YOU EVERYONE !
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Tom & Barbara on their 25th
Wedding Anniversary 1986

(Stewart on right)



 Edwin Markham wrote a poem based on a story by 
Tolstoy that beautifully illustrates how we may 
demonstrate the true Christmas spirit.

One night Conrad, a cobbler of shoes, dreamt that Christ would come to his shop on the following day. 
 Early the next morning Conrad went to the woods to gather greens and flowers to decorate his simple
shop for the Lord's coming.  All morning he waited, but the only visitor was an old man who asked if he
might sit down to eat.  Conrad saw that his shoes were worn.  Before sending the stranger on his way,
Conrad put the best pair of shoes in the shop on the old man's feet. Throughout the afternoon Conrad
waited for the Lord's coming, but the only person he saw was an old woman struggling under a heavy
load.  Out of compassion he brought her in and gave her some of the food he had prepared for Christ. 
 She went on her way refreshed.  Just as evening was falling, a lost child entered Conrad's shop.  Conrad
carried the child home, and then hurried back, lest he miss the coming of Christ.  Though Conrad
waited long and patiently Christ did not come.  Finally, in disappointment, the old cobbler cried:

“Why is it, Lord, that your feet delay? 
Did you forget that this was the day?”

Then soft in the silence a voice he heard -
“Lift up your heart, for I kept my word.

Three times I came to your friendly door, 
three times my shadow was on your floor.

I was the beggar with the bruised feet, 
I was the woman you gave to eat, 

I was the child on the homeless street."
  15 minutes Alone with God – Emilie Barnes

Shirley Ann across the road made a special plaque to remember Tom and also beautiful bracelets of all
different colours for the carers and a purple one for me. Thank you to Lucas, who lives opposite and who
has been such a help in the garden, getting me on email and data on my phone so I can chat to John in
Australia; this has made my life so much easier and I feel closer to everyone in my family and to my
friends. Lucas - you are a shining  light - tell your Mum she has a lovely son!   Rita, who has always been
like a daughter to me, brought me the gift of a lovely fireplace lantern when the flame on my electric fire
was broken - it is so cheerful and brightens  up my room;  thank you, Rita, John and your daughter Lisa. 

I miss my Church family who have all been amazing, and also tea in the Hall after the service with all
my friends which made a special finish to a Sunday morning service. Lynsey, you've been a breath of
fresh air for this village and everyone says the same.  God bless us all and bring us all through it so we
can be there for one another.

T H E  T R U E
C H R I S T M A S

S P I R I T
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Thank you to everyone who has given so

generously to this worthwhile charity recently -

Ann Ferguson has recently sent £100 to

WaterAid.  Please keep collecting your small

change to give to Ann.



about my emotions which swung from a terrible anger within me to deepest sorrow and what the
future held for me. To be honest, my Christian faith took a real knock.

At the end of February my friends in Edinburgh (with whom we had travelled for 6 weeks in Europe just
a year before) phoned me and asked me to join them in Glasgow. The plan was to have a ‘posh’ lunch in
a restaurant, go to the cinema, and stay the night in a hotel. Did I want to do this? Could I do this? I did
do it but already the signs of a pandemic were beginning. There was hand sanitiser everywhere!  A taxi
driver told us that the city was deathly quiet. Three days later we were in lockdown!  For me this meant
letters from UK government and the Scottish government telling me that as I am immunosuppressed I
had to ‘shield’. So that was me, for the next four months at least.  Thankfully, the weather was good
through the spring and summer months and I was able to sit outside on a bench with a glass of wine!
Neighbours would come and visit-socially distant of course!  However, the fact remains that I continue
to be very lonely and I find the evenings and nights very difficult. 

All of this would have been unbearable without the support of my family, friends and neighbours,
Church family and Minister.  My faith you may ask me?  Well, yes it took a beating and I shouted at God
more than once!  But time and time again I have been drawn to my favourite Christian song of all time -
written and sung by Linda Randle.  (Look on Youtube to hear Linda singing this beautiful song. Ed)

Life is easy, when you’re up on the mountain
And you’ve got peace of mind, like you’ve never known.
But then things change when you’re down in the valley.
Don’t lose faith child, you are never alone. 

For the God on the mountain is still God in the valley.
When things go wrong, he’ll make them right.
And the God of the good times, is still God in the bad times.
The God of the day, is still God in the night.

We talk of faith when we’re up on the mountain,
But talk of faith is easy when life’s at its best.
But it’s down in the valley of trials and temptations, 
That’s when faith is really put to the test - Chorus

Hasn’t life been strange for us all these last
months? Everyone has a different experience,
and this is mine.

As you all know my husband died five short
weeks after being diagnosed with cancer on 
1st December last year. The shock for him and
those dearest to him was simply awful and hard
to bear.  I have spent my entire working life
comforting other people, firstly as a nurse and
then as a Minister of the Church of Scotland.
This was different and I struggled to cope.
Christmas came and went in a blur for me. After
the new year I really had to start thinking
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An ancient sculptor once was asked to view   
a piece of marble which to unskilled eyes 

Was without worth and void of beauty too.  
But he saw underneath its surface a great prize.  

As he gazed so long on the rough stone 
in which no eyes but his could beauty see, 
His friends became impatient to be gone, 

and gently roused him from his reverie.  
His radiant face when he raised his head 

filled them with wonder and they held their peace 
And waited spellbound as he softly said

 “I see an angel waiting for release!” 
Day after day he toiled on the rough stone 
and in his hands it grew each day more fair,

goodness for technology which means I can watch her growing up.

I have so enjoyed Lynsey's services.  It has been wonderful seeing so many people taking part.  A big
Thank you to Lynsey for all her hard work in the community.

In the spring I rediscovered nature during my early morning walks in the woods.  The trees coming into
leaf, the wild flowers blooming and the birdsong.  I am ashamed to say that I was taking these things for
granted - but no longer.  I enjoy reading and probably watch too much television.  I have been able to
swim again which I really enjoy.

Like everyone I look forward to some kind of 'normality" and being able to hug our friends and family
again.  God bless xx

Lockdown for me has been a very strange time, but I think of myself as
being very lucky.  As an 'older' person living alone I have none of the
worries of the younger generation.  At the start of the Lockdown I
stayed here apart from an early morning walk. I am very fortunate to
have my daughter Frances, her husband Kelton and my granddaughter
Bryony living close by and they kept me suppled with shopping and
kept my spirits up. As the weather was so good in the Spring we
enjoyed meeting in the garden.

Like most people I miss getting together with my family and friends.  I
do so miss seeing my 4 grandchildren, Michael and James, Eva and
Amelia.  Amelia was born at the end of February and I managed to go
over to Northern Ireland to see her just before Lockdown.  Thank 

Till every roughness, every blemish gone, one day there stood a perfect angel there!  
When first this story fell upon my ears my heart was sad and tears 

Bedimmed my eyes as I saw angels, passed by unawares.
For as we walk life's busy thoroughfares meeting some wanderer every passing hour, 

Their sin so often fills us with dismay and we forget the Master Sculptor's power!  
For where we see a mortal gone astray and look with pity from the other side, 
He sees an angel, fallen by the way, whom Satan vainly tries from Him to hide. 

And as He stoops, the fallen one to raise, we are rebuked, though He may not upbraid, 
As He transforms, before our wondering eyes, the one we thought beyond all hope and aid.  

So let us try, before the darkness falls, to see beneath the surface of each life, 
Nor ever count a soul beyond recall because he has been wounded in the strife.

And let us daily ask this grace of Him, who treads unseen life's busy thoroughfares 
that with willing hand and eye no longer dim, we never may pass angels, unawares!!

And the angel said unto them, fear not for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people.  Luke 2:10

                                                                   Portree Parish Church
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Mr. Meldrum, and Mr. McGavin for the tremendous work they have done since lock down, assisted by Mr.
Francis and Mr. Finlayson.  Every Wednesday and Friday they have kept the boys busy with various
activities, games tasks, discussion and the occasional debate. One particular company section debate I
remember in particular was: “If you were Prime Minister for a day, what would you do?”. It was very
interesting to hear a teenager’s view on how the country should be run, and to be honest, some of their
ideas were very good. 

Out-with the Zoom Meetings, the boys, parents and friends have joined in a variety of different activities
e.g. camp out movie night, build an allotment, making rainbows for the NHS, the loo roll keepie-uppie
challenge, when we made a video passing the loo roll around the company, the Big BB Bake off, which saw
three of the boys reaching the national finals. Then we had some boys and parents reaching for the stars in
the Lip Synch Challenge, to mention a few. All the videos are on the 1st Dundonald Facebook page. The
Junior and Anchor sections especially enjoy the house scavenger hunts, and I may need to apologise to a
few Parents for the mess in their home after the boys have been running around. 

On a more serious note, we still have boys working towards the major awards and we have Mikey Robb
who has achieved President Badge and Max Jones, Keiran Gill and Lewis Mitchell about to complete
Queens Badge. These awards will be presented as soon as we are able to do so. We were hoping to be
celebrating our 50th anniversary year this session but sadly our plans had to be postponed for the
moment. However,we still had our design a 50th anniversary badge competition, and we had a brilliant
entry of designs. The winning design was drawn by Mikey Robb. The badges have been produced and
waiting to be presented to boys. 

Due to all of the Covid 19 restrictions etc. in place, we feel we should not do the Christmas Card delivery
this year. But all going well, we will hopefully be back delivering cards to the village next year. My thanks to
the young officers of the company for all their hard work, and hopefully we will be back to face to face
meetings soon.  Stay Safe.

Trust in God when shadows fall surrounded by your fears
Come to Jesus when darkness calls and wash away your tears.

Sepia tones may fill your sky and howling winds may groan
Come to Jesus when darkness calls to know you are not alone.

He will take you to a place you know where all is calm and still
Come to Jesus when darkness calls to the mountains and the hills.

He will comfort you and bring you peace protection while you sleep
Come to Jesus when darkness calls and you’ll find a love so deep.

Gordon Highet

Its been a strange old year for the Boys’ Brigade. The last time
we met as a company, we were taking part in the East Ayrshire
Battalion annual Church Parade and Service at Galston Parish
Church. The country was locked down the next day, and all
Boys’ Brigade meetings and activities were suspended
immediately. I wondered what we were going to do for the rest
of the session as we felt it was important for us to keep in touch
with the boys.

However, we are blessed at Dundonald BB with a fantastic
group of young officers who took over the reins and took the
company into the virtual world of Zoom meetings. I must thank

BOYS BRIGADE
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Come toCome toCome to
JesusJesusJesus



FINDING GOD IN THE DISRUPTION OF
CHRISTMAS 2020

It’s getting very close to the festive period and Dundonald Primary and Early Years Centre will be
celebrating in lots of different ways.  Over the coming weeks, children in all classes will participate in 

a range of activities; and we have thought creatively about how we can share our celebrations with
families too. Although we can’t get together in person this year, our Dundonald Primary and EYC
families will be firmly in our thoughts – we will share our Early Years Christmas Message, our P1

Nativity and our very special Christmas Service with you via video link.  Families will also be gifted
with ‘Bags of Christmas Sparkle’ and will have the opportunity to view our outdoor Nativity display 

at Dundonald Parish Church. 
 

‘Bags of Christmas Sparkle’ – Dundonald Parish Church, Dundonald Community Council and
Dundonald Christmas Lights

This year, groups of volunteers from our village – from our School, Dundonald Parish Church, our
Community Council and the Christmas Lights Committee – have joined together to create very

special ‘Bags of Christmas Sparkle’ for every family.   The bags will contain a  letter from Santa Claus, 
a Christmas star and Christmas family activities, all of which have been designed to celebrate

Christmas and the switching on of Dundonald Christmas lights.  Inspired by ‘clap for carers’, families
will be invited to stand out on their doorstep and clap, sing, or play jingle bells just prior to the 
lights being switched on.  Additional information regarding the date and time of the Christmas 

Lights switch on will follow soon.  
 

Early Years Centre – ‘We Wish you a Merry Christmas’ Message for Families
Over the coming weeks, our children in the Early Years Centre will work together to create a very
special video called ‘We Wish you A Merry Christmas’.  This will feature a performance of a much
loved traditional Christmas song, performed using instruments and Makaton.  We would love all

children and families to sing along to this at home, as we’re unable to sing in school at the moment. 
 The video will also include some very special Christmas messages from the children, and photographs

of the children as they have fun making Christmas arts and crafts.  The video will be published for
families to see on our school website and twitter account; a separate letter will be issued to Early

Years parents and carers with more details.
 

Primary 1 Nativity – ‘We’re Going on a Santa Hunt’
This year, Primary 1’s Nativity will be ‘We’re Going on a Santa Hunt’.  The Nativity has been specially

written for Dundonald Primary 1 by our very own Mrs Muir.  In this Nativity, our P1 children go 
on an adventure to find Santa Claus then, on the way, discover a very special baby and the true

meaning of Christmas. 

Thank you, from the children of Dundonald!
Well, what a year 2020 has turned out to be, for everyone in Dundonald, especially for the 
children of our village.  When our school building closed to pupils in March,  staff worked in 
close partnership with members of Dundonald Parish Church to provide care and practical 

support for families in the village.
The volunteers from the Church have worked tirelessly for our families. Their dedication and

enthusiasm has been incredible, as they have turned their hand to all manner of practical tasks.
From organising emergency food parcels to bringing happiness to people through gifting and

delivering  ‘Bags of fun’ and ‘Bags of light’.   These acts of kindness, along with many others, have
kept us feeling cheerful and helped us all to feel included and connected over the past 9 months. 
 We cannot thank you enough for all that you have done to help make the best of a very unusual

year. 
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 Dundonald Primary School  Fiona Paterson 
& Julia Kerr



The Knot’s Prayer

Dear God:
Please untie the knots that are in my mind,
my heart and my life.
Remove the have nots, the can nots and the do nots
that I have in my mind.

Erase the will nots, may nots, might nots 
that may find a home in my heart.
Release me from the could nots, would nots and should nots
that obstruct my life.

And most of all Dear God,
I ask that you remove from my mind,
my heart and my life all of the “am nots”
that I have allowed to hold me back,
especially the thought that I am not good enough. Amen.

A Christmas Prayer
Jesus, Light of the World, as we celebrate your birth, may we begin to see the world in the light of
understanding that you give us.  As you chose the lowly, the outcasts, and the poor to receive the greatest
news the world has ever known, so may we worship you in meekness of heart. At this time as we celebrate
You, may we be filled with wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels and the
determination of the wise men. May we choose by faith to make the “good news of great joy” a reality in our
own lives – like bright, festively lit trees pointing to You this Christmas season for all to see. You are no
longer a babe in a manger but you are still our Peace. You are still our Joy. Father God we cannot
comprehend the extent of your love for us that you sent your Son to earth, to die on the cross for our
salvation. For this we are eternally grateful and will sing your glorious praise forever. Amen.

Holy Child

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, make thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be, a quiet chamber kept for Thee.

My heart for very joy doth leap, my lips no more can silence keep,
I too must sing with joyful tongue, that sweetest ancient song;

Glory to God in the highest heaven, who unto man His Son 
hath given

While angels sing with pious mirth a glad New Year to all 
the earth!

What Christmas means for us ...
“He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know Him.  He came to His
own, and His own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive Him, who believe in His name, he gave the
right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man but
of God.” John 1: 10-13

Prayer  
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Anon

Adapted from a prayer by Karen L. Obrest / Rebecca Barlow Jordan

Martin Luther

Debi Dunn



When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone.
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with the flocks,
Then the work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost; to heal those broken in spirit;
To feed the hungry; to release the oppressed;
To rebuild the nations; to bring peace among all peoples;
To make a little music with the heart 
And, to radiate the Light of Christ every day, in every way,
In all that we do and in all that we say.
Then, the work of Christmas begins.

Hope for the New Year  
A New Year, a new start. Refresh our minds. Restore our souls. 
May this be the year that Your Kingdom comes through us, using the opportunity to start afresh. To align
our hearts and our purpose with yours.
May we not be burdened by looking back at all our struggles or mistakes from last year but rather,
remember our blessings and take forward seeds of hope.  Reliving, on days when our soul is battling, that
moment we found unexpected strength, recalling where we saw the Holy Spirit at work or the time we
were thankful for the presence of a friend.
We all have dreams and expectations but You alone know the plans you have for us – plans to make us
prosper. We ask for your wisdom, for your strength and power to be constantly present within us. We pray
you would make us strong and courageous for the road ahead. Give us ability beyond what we feel able, let
us acknowledge our spiritual gifts from you and allow them to flow freely through us, so that you would be
honoured and glorified by our lives, and others would be drawn to you.
May this be the year that we strive to bring more to the world around us. More love, more peace, more
tolerance, more grace, more humility, more tenderness – in your precious name to heal all that is broken.
May your eternal Kingdom reign in our hearts and our lives.  May the New Year show us once again, your
eternal mercy and glory and let us come to you daily with thanksgiving in our hearts. In the loving name of
Jesus, we pray this, Amen.

The Year Ahead  
May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding us from all sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening us to bear it, as it comes;
Not by making our path easy, 
But by making us sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from us, 
But by taking fear from our heart;
Not by granting us unbroken sunshine, 
But by keeping our face bright, even in the shadows;
Not by making our life always pleasant,
But by showing us when people and their causes need us most,
and by making us anxious to be there to help.
God's love, peace, hope and joy to us for the year ahead.

Prayer
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Howard Thurman

Author Unknown; Adapted by Debra Mooney

the work of
Christmas

BEGINS

Thank you!
We would like to thank

everyone who sent cards,

gifts, flowers and good

wishes on the occasion of

our Golden Wedding

Anniversary.

Ian and Yvonne Cain



THE BUILDING OF THE PRESENT CHURCH
~ PART 2 ~

CHURCH STEEPLE AND CLOCK-  After the addition of the
steeple in 1809, which must have been a bit of an event in the
village, the old bell was mounted within it.  Clock faces were
carved into the stone of the steeple but no works were fitted
until 1840 when there was a general demand amongst the
community that a clock be fitted so that the villagers would
have an accurate indication of the time.  
Other local communities had been installing public clocks and
Dundonald did not want to be left behind!  The communal
desire for a clock resulted in a public subscription to which 
345 people contributed and the shortfall was made up by the
Heritors.  Breckenbridge & Son of Kilmarnock were
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 contracted to install the new clock which cost £84!  Breckenridge were skilled clockmakers who had
provided clocks in Mauchline, Kilmaurs, Riccarton, also St Marnocks and King Street Churches,
Kilmarnock.  With the installation of the new clock the old bell was of an incompatible design and 
the Heritors generously provided a new bell which was first rung to mark the arrival of the Earl and
Countess of Eglinton in March 1841.  The clock still keeps good time today and was give a major
overhaul in 1976 due to another public subscription.

CHANCEL - The Church built in 1804 was square in shape and had a plain back wall behind the pulpit,
a much darker place than we are used to today.  Plans to make improvements to the building were
proposed by Rev John Sime (Dundonald Minister 1866-1904) during the latter part of his ministry but,
due to his ill-health nothing was done.  With the arrival of Rev James Gillespie (Dundonald Minister
1904-1942) the plans seem to have been resurrected and in 1906 the fine chancel that we have today
was added.  Cash came from a variety of sources.   The Heritors, as they so often did, financed some of
the work and the congregation held a Grand Bazaar which raised a substantial sum.  The daughters of
Archibald Finnie (Maryann Jean and Margaret) undertook the provision of the magnificent stained
glass window in memory of their father, mother and brothers.   (Please see the Archive article on
"Stained Glass Windows" by Gordon Stewart in Contact April 2020 online.) The oak pulpit was
presented by Helena Finnie.

ORGAN - The new organ was purchased from Norman & Beard of Norwich and London and when the
old organ in the gallery was disposed off (sold to a Church Hall in Falkirk) the opportunity was taken to
replace the seating in the gallery.  Since there was no available electricity supply the blower for the
organ required an alternative source of energy.  This could be provided manually using a lever
attached to a set of bellows beside the organ.  These still exist although the bellows have perished and
no longer operate.  The task of operating the bellows would be a fairly physical one and at some time,
either at installation or later, a water driven blower was installed and it used water from the village
water main that passed in front of the Church. (Please see Archive article "Dundonald at Forefront of
Church Organ Revolution by Gordon Stewart in Contact  June 2020 online, describing the installation
of the first organ around 1864).

THE CHOIR STALLS AND CHANCEL ARCH - These were installed in 1919 as a gift from Mrs George
Morton of Lochgreen, Troon in memory of her son. The war memorial tablets were included in this gift.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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Thank you Shirley and Debi for

creating such a wonderful display

on our Church railings of moving

prayers, gorgeous knitted poppies

from many people, and colourful

pictures by Dundonald Primary

School and

 Nursery children.

O U R  
R E M E M B R A N C E
P O P P I E S !
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GOLD
The gold presented by Melchior is thought to be 30 gold coins minted by Thara and a Golden
Apple once owned by Alexander the Great.  Gold is thought to be a symbolic representation
of the infant Christ's royalty.

FRANKINCENSE
A fragrant resin from the African tree, genus boswellia, frankincense has been used in many
cultures as a form of incense in religious services.  Caspar presented  frankincense to
symbolise the divinity and worship of Christ. 

MYRRH
Myrrh has long been associated with death and the anointing of the bodies of the dead. 
 Myrrh is a gum resin of genus commiphora.  It is said that Balthazar presented myrrh to
Christ as a symbolic prophecy of His death.

                                                                      Contact 2009

GIFTSGIFTS
OF THEOF THE

MAGIMAGI



As we are not able to have our Christmas Gift Service 
this year, we are supporting the 

Night Before Christmas Campaign 
in partnership with Dundonald Castle and the Primary School.  All

gifts will go to children and adults who otherwise may have 
 nothing at Christmas.

Ideas of gifts for:
Children: Pyjamas, hat, scarf, gloves, teddy dolly, small car, game,

book, colouring book, shampoo, shower gel, toothpaste,
toothbrush.

Adults: Hat, scarf, gloves, socks, biscuits, shampoo, shower gel,
shaving foam, lip balm, toothbrush, toothpaste, brush comb,

magazine, puzzle book, novel, notebook, pen.
Please drop off any donations at the 

Manse - leave in the porch -
by Monday 7th December - Thank you!
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One of the things that ministers spend a lot of time doing, as you might expect, is thinking about
Christmas!  We usually start thinking about it around January, reflecting on what went well the
previous year and what we might change for the year to come. It then drops off the radar for a few
months as we prepare for Easter, but when things calm down again over the summer we spend our idle
moments trying to remember what we had decided back in January and coming up with wildly creative
and completely impractical ideas for things we could do in the winter to come.

This year, however, has been completely different.  Planning ahead for Christmas this year has felt
more like a game of Snakes and Ladders when one roll of the dice can send you sliding back down a
completely different path and you have to start all over again! My plans for a Christmas Eve drive-thru
service was one that was taken well off the table.

All this uncertainty has given me a new perspective on the Christmas story itself, because the more I
reflect on it in this year of disruption, the more I realise how disrupting the events of the first
Christmas were for those involved. Mary and Joseph were engaged to be married, they no doubt had
their plans for what their lives would look like, until the angel Gabriel turned up and sent all their plans
out the window.  

Then, just as they were getting used to the idea that they would have a baby, the emperor ordered a
census so they had to set off away from home on the long journey to Bethlehem.  Not what they had
planned at all. Or what about the shepherds, sat happily in their fields just doing their job until the
angels appeared and sent them running into the village to find the newborn Jesus.  And then there
were the wise men, sent on a perilous journey to a far off land because of the appearance of a new star
in the sky.  None of these people could have predicted or planned what would happen to them, but
when the disruption came they went with it and in doing so they met God face to face.

We all approach Christmas with our own sets of expectations and hopes, rituals and traditions, and
after all we’ve been through this year it may feel heartbreaking that we won’t be able to celebrate in
the ways that we usually do.  But perhaps this Christmas, this strange and disrupted Christmas, gives 
us an opportunity to learn anew from Mary and Joseph, the wise men and the shepherds, and to allow
the strange turn our lives have taken to lead us closer to the God who is always with us.

Finding God in the disruption of Christmas 2020



Front vestibule window - repair now completed by Lighthouse (£860).  

The main Finnie window - work required on internal sandstone and external surfaces -

awaiting quotes from 2 builders.

Front wall stonework extensive repairs - awaiting report from initial survey by ARPL

Architects, Ayr - the Clerk has been following up all options for obtaining grants - noted with

thanks Hillhouse Quarry & M.V. Hillhouse Trust grants received of £3,000 & £2,000.

CoS Quinquennial Examination (5yrs) - completed in September covering Church, Hall and

Manse - report awaited from CoS.

some have used the Hall without permission leaving the toilets dirty creating all sorts of

liability and safety risks.

no-one should compromise the extra Covid sanitation/cleaning etc being undertaken by

Sports Body to facilitate the restarting of Boccia training.

Income for 9 months to September was £31,677 which is £9,528 down on the same period last

year.

RSAIB (Farmers Charity) - Special Harvest Offering yielded £540.

Sound and Vision in the Church - the Clerk noted with thanks an All Churches Trust grant of

£5,100.

Church Repairs and Maintenance:

Church Hall: north guttering now repaired at cost of £275 +vat … also noted:

Contact Magazine: in addition to monthly full colour editions on the Church website, 90 hard

copies (black & white except cover) are printed by Minuteman, Ayr (printers used by SA Council) at

a discounted cost of about £1 per copy, primarily for those who are not able to access the internet. 

“Acorn Group” pilot starting to encourage prayer and community contact.

VASSA Resilience Fund - Rev. Brennan and the Clerk have prepared grant applications to support

Rev. Brennan’s time with the vulnerable.

Church Clock - could do with professional attention soon.

Organist - agreed that we should not rush into hiring another organist at present but wait until we

can be fully open again. 

Christmas – ideas welcomed for how we can celebrate Christmas this year! 

Next meeting - 22nd December

BOARD BYTES - (OCTOBER ZOOM)
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Bob McMillan

Free UCB Calendars offer support and encouraging
words from Scripture, along with beautiful

photographs of our nation; free calendars are now
available to pick up from the porch of the Manse. Why

not take one for yourself, or perhaps gift one to a friend
or neighbour?

Should you wish to order further copies they can be
obtained from: www.ucb.co.uk/calendar costing just

99p to cover P & P.
Lots of other resources are available too - UCB Word

For Today (on-line or printed copy available), along
with information about the Prayer Line, UCB 1 and
UCB 2 Radio stations. Check out the website now!

https://www.ucb.co.uk/calendar


Christmas Cheer
What do you call a letter sent up the chimney on Christmas Eve?

Black mail!

Why does Father Christmas go down the chimney?
Because it soots him!

How many chimneys does Father Christmas go down?
Stacks!

Why is Santa like a bear on Christmas Eve?
Because he is Sooty!

What do you call a reindeer wearing ear muffs?
Anything you want because he can't hear you!

Why is Prancer always wet?
Because he's a rain-deer!

If atheletes get athelete's foot, what do astronauts get?
Missile toe!

  Why doesn't Father Christmas suffer from claustrophobia when he climbs down the    
 chimney?

Because he has had his flue jab!

Did you hear about the bakery that was burgled at Christmas?
Everything was stollen!

My friend reviewed her young son's fill-in-the-blank homework.  One line was:
 'At Christmas we exchange gifts with ____________'

His response: 'Receipts'!

How do you know Santa has to be a man?
No woman is going to wear the same outfit year after year!

Just as I began my Christmas Eve service, the electricity in the Church failed.  The elders 
and I found some candles and placed them around the sanctuary.  Then I re-entered the 
pulpit, shuffled my notes and muttered, “Now where was I?” A hopeful voice called out,
“Right near the end!”

As we were putting out biscuits for Father Christmas on Christmas Eve, 
one fell on the floor. When I picked it up and placed it back on the plate my four 
year old was horrified.  “You can't do that!”  “Don't worry,” I assured 
him.  “Father Christmas will never know.”  He shot me a suspicious look.  
“So, he knows if I've been bad or good, but he doesn't know the biscuit 
fell on the floor?”

If you have a lot of tension this Christmas and you get a headache, 
do what it says on the aspirin bottle, 'Take two aspirin' and 
'Keep away from children.'
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MALVERN PUDDING

450g/1lb cooking apples
25g/1 oz sugar
25g/1 oz butter
White sauce
¾ pint milk
1oz butter
1oz plain flour
lemon rind, grated
1 tablespoon sugar
1 egg, beaten
Topping
1 tablespoon Demerara sugar
1 teaspoon cinnamon

Cook apples, sugar and butter slowly together and spread on bottom of pyrex of other ovenproof dish.
White sauce: Make with butter, flour and milk and simmer for 2 minutes.  Remove from heat, add lemon
rind and sugar, then egg, slowly.  Cook for 1 minute and pour over apples. 
Topping: Mix the Demerara sugar and cinnamon together, sprinkle it over the top with daubs of butter
and caramelise under grill.   Serve hot or cold.  In the Autumn I often add brambles to the apples.  Some of
'Rural' ladies may remember having this pudding when we visited Fairlie House.

CREAMY TUSCAN CHICKEN POT

1-2 tbsp olive oil
4-6 boneless skinless chicken thighs
1 onion, sliced
4 garlic cloves, crushed
100g/4oz chestnut mushrooms, sliced
80g/3oz sun-blushed tomatoes, chopped
400ml boiling chicken stock 
1 tsp chilli flakes
100g/4oz orzo pasta
2 handfuls baby spinach 
2 tablespoons creme fraiche
Salt & pepper
Crusty bread to serve (optional)

Heat the oil in a large heavy-based casserole set over a high heat. Add the chicken thighs and sear for 
3-4 minutes then remove from the pan and set aside.   Add the onion and garlic to the casserole, reduce
the heat to low, and sweat for 5 minutes until translucent. Return the chicken to the casserole, along with
the mushrooms, tomatoes, stock, chilli flakes and some salt and pepper. Then bring up to a simmer. Cook
over the lowest heat setting for approximately half an hour (less if the thighs are cut up into small pieces
then stir through the orzo and cook for half an hour more. Just before serving, stir through the spinach
and crème fraiche until the spinach wilts.  Serves 4
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tasty treats 



MINISTER:  REV. LYNSEY BRENNAN 

01563 850243

LBRENNAN@CHURCHOFSCOTLAND.ORG.UK 

SESSION CLERK: BOB STEWART 

BOBSTEWART@RSMARINE.CO.UK 

CLERK TO THE BOARD: BOB MCMILLAN 

GM8JUY@BTINTERNET.COM

Rev Lynsey, Stephen Brennan,
Sarah Botham,Yvonne & Ian Cain,

Kirsteen Croll, Ann Ferguson, 
Anne FitzGerald, Barbara Handling,

Janice Hardie, Gordon Highet, 
Rev Glenda Keating, Moreen Linton,

Julia Kerr & Fiona Paterson
Kevin McAulay, Bob McMillan

Kathleen & John Morton
Shirley Shaw, Heather Stewart, 

Brian Swandells,
Sheila Payne, Anne Watts

From the Archives - Gordon Stewart

Wishing you a very Happy Christmas and a blessed New Year!!! 

F R A N C E S  M A V O R
Editor

sandyfrancesm@hotmail .com

CONTACT US CONTRIBUTORS

CHARITY NO: SC008482

SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS

dundonald-parish-church.com
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Articles for February Contact by
25th January 2021 please.

Thanks to Lynsey, Shirley and all who contributed to
the"Bags of Christmas Sparkle"! 

https://www.facebook.com/DundonaldParishChurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ
http://www.twitter.com/ChurchDundonald
http://www.dundonald-parish-church.com/

