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"THE CHURCH
IS A PEOPLE!"

LYNSEY'S LETTER  -  LOCKDOWN LIVES



Dear Friends,

I hope you are coping as lock-down 

restrictions are slowly being lifted and 

we all gingerly start to socialize and 

reintegrate (following government 

advice). This time may be a time of 

anxiety and fear for some as they leave 

their home and familiar surrounding for 

the first time in months. My ask is that we all remain sensitive to each

others needs and continue the amazing community spirit and care that

has really marked lock-down in Dundonald Parish.

Lock-down and closed buildings meant some people assumed the Church

was also closed for business. Not the case! The ministry and mission of the

Church has never been so fruitful. The banner under 'welcome' on page 4

was posted on our Church face-book a couple of weeks ago and it is so

true!  The life and witness of the Church is not confined to bricks and

mortar or for 1-hour of activity on a Sunday morning. As the children’s

song goes: “The Church is not a building, the Church is a people. We are

the Church!”  We as a Church are the hands and feet of Jesus and we can

demonstrate God’s love wherever and whatever the situation. This time

has really been a time where the Church has flourished and where new

expressions of Church and worship have been given life. The Church is

now without walls and I am excited to see what God has in store for us

here in Dundonald.

You will read later in the magazine about our hopes and desires to meet

together as a worshipping community but we will not be doing this (in

our buildings) until risk is significantly reduced.

“THE CHURCH IS NOT A BUILDING -  
THE CHURCH IS A PEOPLE”

LYNSEY'S
LETTER
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We are currently exploring taking our worship services outside and

glorifying God in the midst of His wonderful creation here in Dundonald.

However, our on-line worship service will continue as we have over 400

people accessing our weekly services every week. These services are a

team effort with many people using their gifting and talents to serve. We

have produced all our own worship and praise songs and every week

there are photos of the village and community news. If you have yet to

tune-in you can find us on our Youtube channel under ‘Dundonald Parish

Church’. Remember to add in the ‘Parish’ part otherwise you will be

directed to worship in Dundonald Church in Northern Ireland! Our online

services have been accessed as far as Australia and people within our own

community that have not been able to attend Church on a Sunday have

enjoyed the worship. If you are keen to join the Church family please

contact me directly at the manse. We will soon be running a membership

class.

Peace and Joy,

   a prayer
I 've said my prayers since I was 'wee', 

my Mother taught me on her knee.
A simple prayer is all we need, simple words are said to feed,
Blessing all our family dear, knowing that the Lord will hear,
Guiding all with loving care, feeling that He is always there,

Ever safe, one has no fear, 
yes, I extend it to many friends, Until the day of 'Last Amens'.
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Well done
Julia Bartling
(p4) for your

winning
Lighthouse

design!

https://www.facebook.com/DundonaldParishChurch/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYdRZbdoNOFMil5mcALQMKQ
http://www.dundonald-parish-church.com/


Sweet Snoozzzzzzzz
He restores my soul - Psalm 23:3

Do you, or don't you?  Many of us feel reluctant to admit that we do or would like to ...  

Have a snooze after lunch, that is.  A 20 minute nap seems to work wonders –  studies

find that people awake feeling refreshed, with their energy levels renewed and with a 

much improved mental focus. But getting the chance to have your kip is rarely easy, as

most work places in the UK frown on workers falling asleep at their desks. How

different from the Far East, where in Vietnam workers drape themselves over their

scooters to sleep, or where in Tokyo and Hong Kong businessmen often sleep in public

places. The Japanese even have a polite term for it - inemuri – 'being present while

asleep'.   Dropping off to casual sleep has been recorded in Japan since the 10th

century. Some UK companies are sympathetic.   One CEO of a major advertising

company agrees that “a powernap mid-morning or mid-afternoon sets you up for the

rest of the day.  You are much more alert, and it also promotes creativity.”       

                                                                               St Meddans Church magazine
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LIGHTHOUSE
L oved by our family and friends,
I ncluded in our caring community, 
G od’s light guides us through each day,
H ome is our safe, happy place,
T hankful for all our key workers,
H opefully we will see others soon,
O ur world needs everyone working together,
U nderstanding others’ emotions,  
S unshine makes us feel better,
E very day we’re a day closer to normal life!

Callum McFadzean, Primary 7
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I would like to thankeveryone at Church forthe Bag of Joy given to me recently - I reallyenjoyed the dairy milk chocolate bar!With love and best wishesfrom Helen and Chico

Thank you to everyone for our

wonderful Bag of Joy and for all

who have helped us at this

difficult tim
e, we have been

overwhelmed by your kindness.

James and Margaret

We would like to thank the
Church for the Bag of Joy

brought to us by Debi and
Jonathan. It was a lovely

surprise and most welcome.
The organisers are doing

wonderful work keeping our
spirits up. Thanks again.

Isobel and Jim

Sheena & Andrew

Bags 

Joy
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Caroline & Malcolm
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ADALINE FINLAYSON
LOCKDOWN LIVES

closing our meeting, when I wished all our members to stay safe from the virus and
enjoy the summer, never did I think that we would still be in lockdown in July!

On Thursday 19th March, I received a note on my desk from my manager to connect
my laptop to the server enabling me to work from home. I did not think as I said
goodbye to colleagues that morning this would be only for a few weeks and yet
here I am still working from home. Although this ensured my safety, I find it very
lonely. I am very much a people person and like face to face contact. Bobby still
goes to work as normal. Working from home is very strange, meetings are
conducted on skype, contact on Instant messenger and of course e-mail. The
hardest part during April was conducting our Apprentice interviews over Video-
skype, it was very difficult to reassure and encourage the young people to relax (I
very much needed a hairdresser!).  

I miss our Church and Church family, but we are lucky to be enjoying online
services and daily reflections by our minister Lynsey on Social media. We have been
keeping in touch also, with our young members from Sunday school by recording a
short worship message and setting them some crafts to make in their free time.
This has been fun, although initially I had some reservations but as the weeks have
gone on it has been very enjoyable. 

Most of all I miss my family. In the early weeks when we were allowed to exercise, I
was lucky enough to spend some of my lunch break walks passing Kirsty’s house
and would telephone in advance so that I could wave to them from the path. As
lockdown eases ever so slowly, we are now allowed to share some time in our
respective gardens if the weather conditions permit. I can’t wait until we are given
permission to give hugs and cuddles to my gorgeous grandchildren Ava and Zach,
or to share some time in our homes to play, hopefully this may come in July. My son
Ross and his wife Lisa are in Troon and we now can enjoy some catch-up in our
respective gardens too. 

I hope and pray that in the coming weeks and months a new form normal can be
enjoyed. I have found great strength in my faith and found the village is full of kind
and generous people who are always willing to lend a hand.The Guild theme for
this coming session states “One Journey, many roads” – “The Extra Mile”, the Bible
talks about this extra mile and within the village there has been so many practical
examples of how this has been done. Jesus wants us to be giving, loving and
forgiving, gentle and going the extra mile. God wants us to be aware of where help
is needed, and calls us to put our faith into action. Stay safe and hope we are
altogether very soon.

Lockdown began for me on Monday 16th March.
Bobby and I were celebrating 41 years of marriage 
 and reflecting upon how different our celebrations
were this year. Instead of celebrating with both our
families we were heading into a time of uncertainty
and isolation. The Guild AGM was the same evening
and the day before I had calls to check if we would
be cancelling. At work that day, I took the decision
to go ahead with our meeting, but with a heavy
heart our Annual Guild trip in April would be
cancelled for the safety of all our members.  After
an enjoyable night with our Church Praise Band,
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It’s beginning to seem like a long time since we were able to hold a proper

“Church service” at Dundonald Parish Church. When we were told that the

lockdown had to begin I was relatively new as your Director of Music and felt I

was still easing myself into the job, liaising with Lynsey and the choir, planning

service music in advance and looking forward to having the choir sing a special

Meditation on the Cross on Maundy Thursday. 

Suddenly everything went, just like that; the Church building was closed for the

duration of lockdown. I felt that I was going to be in a kind of limbo with no role

to play any more. That feeling did not last for long as the Minister felt that I was

needed to help produce online worship – so no twiddling of my thumbs;  I

would be able to help keep Dundonald Church and its congregation going

through a YouTube channel every Sunday for as long as was needed.  I was very

pleased to feel that I could continue to contribute, although in a much different

way; in fact I gradually felt that indeed I could be classed as working from home

albeit in a role for which I had no experience.

My husband, Gregor, is a very experienced producer of stage sound and lighting

and he has been able to handle all the technical side of recording at home, so

he has been of particular use to the Church (and me) setting up my

music/sewing room as a mini recording studio. In fact I don’t think I could do

what I am doing for online worship without his willing help and expertise - so

many thanks Gregor; you have been invaluable. I keep on saying I am a musician

and not a technician, and it has taken some getting used to camera stands and

phone cameras, iPads and other technology in very close proximity as I provide

music for worship on a weekly basis. There have been howlers and some

arguments along the way and have both discovered that we work best in the

morning, as an attempt at recording one afternoon stretched our wee, sensitive

artistic sensibilities to the limit. All looks seamless? No chance! How many

“takes” for one hymn?  Darling, this camera is not on my best side….. etc. Finish

with a flourish and knock a camera off the piano! How’s my unruly hair – I feel I

need to put my best face on for you all!

COLLEEN ANDERSON,  DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
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-   LOCKDOWN LIVES  -

There has been a lot of musical collaboration with others who have thankfully agreed to

be part of the online service. Until now I have never played an accompaniment which is

then magically transmitted to someone else so that they may don headphones and

sing along; that is simply not easy to do and they are due a big thank you too. I will go

on planning with Lynsey the usual two weeks in advance for as long as this lockdown

takes, but sometimes I have to double check just what hymns and songs we had

actually settled on to go with the service theme, my brain being overloaded with music;

what is current, what is for the next week, and so on.

Like a lot of people I have not been able to be with my family for a very long time.  I

miss my grandchildren in particular and as two of them live in Dumfries and Dundee, it

has not been possible at time of writing to journey to see them, so FaceTime and

Messenger has to suffice.

To recap I said that at the beginning of lockdown everything just went. That is how it

seemed at the time. I have had time to reflect and now feel that not everything has

gone; something evolved in our worship – the worship didn’t stop, it simply changed

form. We are still functioning, following along this unprecedented path, but I look

forward to the first service we are able to hold in the Church building; that should be

quite the occasion. I know of many organists/Church musicians who had to be

furloughed and are feeling quite redundant and unpractised, wondering just when they

will be able to respond to a call from their respective Churches to get back to what

Church musicians do best. 

I have been in the Church each week, with permission, just to make sure the organ still

functions for us, as the King of Instruments can be a temperamental beast when it has

not been played for a long time. One Sunday morning  I will be very happy to transfer

myself from my piano stool to the organ bench and sound forth the large organ reed

stops in pure joy. I wonder just what the hymns will be on that day.

Lockdown brought me another type of challenge as a seamstress, which emanated

from The Big Community Sew, a national effort affiliated to the Great British Sewing

Bee. The theory was that as there are some six million sewing machines in the UK, if the

owners made a quantity of double layered face masks for vulnerable 

people then the resulting millions of masks could be put to 

very good use. I have a fairly embarrassing amount of useable 

fabric in my stash, therefore as requests came in I got going. 

You can see some of the results in the photo, and I exceeded 

my target of 50 face masks and finished so far with 72 masks. 

These were community carers requests mostly, and the bulk of 

the face masks have been distributed both to vulnerable 

individuals and residents of sheltered housing in the Kilwinning 

area, as I live “over the border” in North Ayrshire. So lockdown 

has indeed kept me busy. Nice to see people coming together 

in these uncertain times to offer skills which may benefit others.
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RUTH EASTON (: AND FAMILY :)
Life in lockdown has been a tale of two halves 

for us. On one hand our routine hasn’t really 

changed, we get up, go to work, come home 

and spend the evening with Eilish. On the 

other hand we haven’t been able to see our 

families, have missed meeting friends and 

taking Eilish out and about at the weekends 

and to events that we had planned.  Easter 

Sunday, for example, was very different this 

year. Normally after Church we celebrate with 

my family and could only do so via Zoom. It 

was funny watching everyone try and roll their 

eggs in their back gardens. 

Eilish is still too young to realise life has changed. With Steven and I both still working

she has continued to go to her childminder each day, and we’re grateful that we’ve

been able to maintain her routine and have the opportunity to play with other children.  

One thing she did notice was that she no longer saw her grandparents face to face. 

We were used to my dad and Steven’s mum popping round for visits and that stopped

suddenly.  We FaceTime/Zoom with friends and family and at first Eilish was unsure of

what was happening; she would just stare at the screen and not interact. However, she

has got used to it and will happily chat away and smile. Now that we are able to meet

people in the garden it’s been difficult keeping Eilish the required two metres away.

She enjoys having visitors but does not understand why she can’t be picked up and

cuddled. I know her grandparents are looking forward to the day they get to cuddle her

again. We’ve enjoyed the good weather and have spent a lot of time in the garden with

Eilish playing in the paddling pool or chasing the dogs.  We’ve also been going walks

around the village and through the woods and it’s been lovely saying hello to people

and having quick chats with friends; once this is over we look forward to meeting for a

proper catch up. 

One of the biggest changes for us both during lockdown has been work. Steven still has

to go into his office but he is there himself most days, and is now busy making sure his

office will be a safe environment for his staff to return to. For myself work as Reporting

Radiographer changed dramatically almost overnight. It was a case of all hands on

deck and everyone chipped in, no job too little or too big. I went from working 9-5

Monday to Friday with limited patient contact to doing night shifts (quite a shock to

the system after not doing one in over 5 years!) and working weekends with constant

patient contact. As lockdown has continued my role has expanded and I’ve become

more involved in rotating the staff and organising PPE. If you ever need to be fitted for a

FFP3 face mask I’m your girl!  One blessing from the pandemic has been realising what

an amazing team of people I work with. Everyone has been a tower of strength and

there is always a shoulder to cry on if you had a tough shift or been involved 

-   LOCKDOWN LIVES  -
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with a distressing situation. The fellowship in the department had been truly uplifting

and without such wonderful colleagues I would have struggled working through this

pandemic. 

The Bible Class have managed to keep in touch throughout lockdown via WhatsApp and

occasionally we’ll have a zoom meeting with each other and for fellowship on a Sunday

morning. At the beginning of lockdown Bible Class filmed a children’s address and since

then have partaken in some of the online services. The faith and resilience of the youth

has been inspiring. Even though this is a tough time for them with some having to shield,

missing going out with their friends, stressing over the exams being cancelled and

coping with online learning they happily chat and participate in our meetings which is

great to see. They’re a great group and we’re all looking forward to meeting up in person

once we’re allowed to again.

-   LOCKDOWN LIVES  -
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Personally, I haven’t minded lockdown that much, although 

many are less fortunate and are struggling. So, I have been 

helping to deliver Bags Of Joy and 'Contact' magazines to 

those who have been shielding. It makes me feel good that 

I am making someone’s day and checking that they’re OK. 

There have been more positive than negative things that 

have come out of lockdown for me. I have been able to

spend more time with my dog, Nelson (pictured). I would 

usually be at school but now I’m with him all the time with 

the chance to have fun with him, watch him grow, and take 

him on walks. I have also been able to spend more time with 

my Dad since he isn’t away working. Speaking of walks, we 

have been out with Nelson everyday and have discovered new places to walk him in the

woods where before we would just go down the main street in the village. He really loves

the woods with all of the greenery, listening to all the noises of the leaves and birds and

sniffing everywhere! He also likes going up the hill by the Manse to say hello to all the cows!

Unfortunately, as the lockdown eases my Dad has had to start going away to work again

and because Nelson is so used to my Dad being around, he isn’t coping that well.

Remote learning has also been a bit of a challenge for me. It is much harder for me to ask

for help and get feedback on my work and finding out where I can improve. On top of that,

since everything is being done through Google Classroom, things have been more likely to

go wrong.

However, as lockdown is being eased, we have been able to form a bubble with my

grandfather and we were able to celebrate Father’s Day with him. This is very nice as we

haven’t seen him for a long while. Hopefully we will all be able to get back to Church soon 

and stay safe.

JONATHAN DUNN, AGE 13



Prior to moving to Dundonald, our family took part in a simple ‘Community Bible

Experience’ (CBE) in our local community in Glasgow. This was an awesome experience as

everyone was reading God’s Word in unity and hearing from God. It brought people

together and the Church started to transform in wonderful ways … and the best thing

about CBE is everyone can take part. 

As a community of faith, the Church here in Dundonald has stayed alive and active

despite lock-down and we want to remain connected to God, our amazing creator, friend

and saviour. He has great plans for our community and in order to be led in the right

direction we need to remain faithful to God in prayer and communication by reading His

Word. 

So here is the challenge for 2020 - The ‘Community Bible Experience’! 

https://scottishbiblesociety.org/our-work/community-bible-experience/

We would love to see every member, adherent, follower and/or seeker of Jesus 

joining in this challenge! 

It revolves around a Bible, stripped of verses and chapter numbers. So it reads as a flowing

narrative … like a book. Meetings are weekly and these feel more like a book group than a

Bible study, with conversation, discovery and learning all springing from the flow of the

text (free copies will be available).

Nobody is put 'on the spot' and questions that are asked in a group are straight-forward:

What did I notice for the first time? 

What questions do I have? 

Was there anything that bothered me? 

What did I learn about loving God? 

What did I learn about loving others?

Many Christians struggle to read the whole of the Bible. CBE allows the reader to become

immersed in the greatest story, grasping the big picture and context while enjoying the

events of history unfold. "Reading in community, the Word becomes relational and

applicable to our everyday lives, enhancing understanding and transformation.”

If you are interested in taking part in the CBE challenge please contact Lynsey or Sandy.

CBE groups will meet via Zoom during the restrictions. 

Our vision is we have around 10 CBE groups all meeting every week!
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Calling all in Dundonald Parish
TO A CBE CHALLENGE!

https://scottishbiblesociety.org/our-work/community-bible-experience/


PRIVATE PRAYER, 
DUNDONALD PARISH CHURCH BUILDING 
AND COVID-19

our Minister encourages anyone who would like prayer support to
contact her.
the weekly online services will be continuing including prayers by
the Minister and a growing number of the congregation for us to
share in our homes.
there is a thought and prayer for each day on the Church facebook
page.
the bags of joy all include prayers.
there are prayers in the online and printed editions of the Contact
magazine.
we have been encouraged, where possible, to join one or two others
for prayer (within Covid restrictions).

Private prayer has always been a crucial part of our walk with Christ and
there will continue to be help and encouragement:

And one thing that Covid cannot stop is the teaching of Jesus in the
sermon on the mount …  "when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the
door behind you, and pray to your Father in private." (Matthew 6:6) 

The Church Building - as everyone knows, we have had to shut the
Church due to the lockdown and Covid-19 infection risks. 

After much discussion regarding the relaxation of the lockdown and the
“Opening of Churches for private prayer” intimation from the Scottish
Government, it was decided NOT to open Dundonald Parish Church at
this stage as the severe limitations on who could access the building,
how they could enter and leave and the lengthy and intrusive
questionnaire that would require to be completed would not be
conducive to 'private prayer' (the normal use of the building is almost
exclusively for public prayer, worship and services).  

Also there would be extensive deep cleaning to be done after every visit
and probably masks and disposable gloves worn by everyone entering. 
The ban on singing, due to its ability to spread germs, would continue to
be in force and we would need to have duty Elders and Board Members
in the Church during the time it was open. A further restriction will be
the work that is about to be done in the front stairwells which will
prevent the balcony from being used during the work.  

We will continue to look forward in preparation for phase 3 when there
should be more easing of the restrictions on the use of the Church
sanctuary (including exploring the possibilities of outdoor worship in
some form … weather permitting!).
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OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME.

Lord, you are God. We lift our eyes to you - our Father in heaven. Teach us,

Father, to exalt You in a way that is worthy of You. To say few words, but

heartfelt words, to recognise that You are great. You are high; You are lifted

up. We love You; we worship and adore You and we glorify Your name in all

the earth. May your name be sanctified, hallowed, by what is in our hearts, by

the way we talk and the way we walk in You. May all the nations and people

of the world know You, magnify and exalt your Holy name together as one.

THY KINGDOM COME; THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.

God, you have left us here to be your ambassadors, your representatives, to

be part of advancing Your kingdom and seeing Your will done on this earth.

We pray, Lord, we want to know Your will; we want to do Your will.

Lord, we pray, let Your kingdom come in our hearts. Reign and rule in every

area of our lives: our time, our money, our habits, our relationships. May there

be no area in our lives where we are reserving the right to make the final

decision, for your will is good; it’s acceptable; and it’s perfect. May we delight 

in doing your will as the Angels in heaven delight.

Give us a burden for Your will beyond our own little corner of the earth. We

pray, oh Lord, that Your Kingdom may extend throughout all the earth, from

sea to sea and through all of the universe, for all of eternity.

PRAYER
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THE LORD’S PRAYER                    MATTHEW 6: 9 – 13

“The Lord’s Prayer is not just a way to pray; it’s a way to think about all of life.

It’s a way to live all of our lives, with this heart attitude of submission to the

will of God”. (Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth)

GIVE US THIS DAY, OUR DAILY BREAD

Lord, we thank You that You are a Father who cares and is willing to meet

the needs of His Children. We are grateful not only for meeting our needs but

for the little things that You’ve given today that we didn’t even stop to ask

You for or thank You for.

We are acknowledging that we’re reliant on You one day at a time as you

provide Your strength, Your wisdom, and Your grace in daily allotments, in

daily portions allowing us to grow our faith. God, you provide our daily bread

which nourishes our body and meets its needs: But Lord, feed our souls too

this day.  Feed us with Christ who is the Bread sent down from heaven our

souls can be enriched, full, fed, and we can become a source of blessing and

nourishment to others. We are reminded that the needs of our hearts, souls,

and spirits are far more critical than the needs of our bodies. Thank You for

providing for both.



Father, we also pray that we may be content. Knowing that you have already provided for

us today all that we need for our present peace and happiness.
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Lord, may we see our sin through your eyes. Let us not deceive ourselves that we have not

sinned or let our pride minimise our sin. Let us come before you with a penitent spirit

acknowledging where we have fallen short of what you expect of us, and pray for

deliverance.

Amazing grace it is, oh Father, that You have extended to us. Thank You that You are a

pardoning God, that You are a forgiving God, and that we can be released from the guilt,

the weight, the burden of our sins. And we pray, Lord, that each of us might experience the

blessedness, the joy, the freedom of having a clear conscience and knowing that the guilt

has been removed. The penalty has been paid. We have been set free from our sin.

AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS

Oh Father, forgive us for our unforgiveness. Forgive us for bringing a reproach to the name

and the Church and body of Jesus Christ because of our grudges, resentment, harboured

hurt, broken relationships, contention and division. We hold onto these tightly yet we

expect forgiveness from you.  It is not easy but we thank You for the cross and for Christ

who makes it possible. Father, will You help us to forgive, to make the choice to forgive, to

release it, to let it go.

AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS.

AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL.

Lord, You knew even before we were born that we would be vulnerable and susceptible to

sin. Even as Your children, we can get lured in by it; we know our own frailty. Thank You

that You’ve made provision for us even before the fact, so that we can cry out to You. Lord

we don’t want to sin against You or dishonour You. Guard our hearts. Guard our steps.

Defend us. Deliver us from the assaults of temptation which come from our own flesh, from

this world, from other people, and from Satan so that our lives may bring glory to You, that

Your name may be revered. Thank you that you will not allow us to be tempted beyond our

ability to resist by your Grace. We praise You for Christ who is our Rescuer. He is our

Deliverer.

FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOR EVERY AND EVER

Father God, until the day when we see that unmasked display of Your glory, thank you that

You give us the privilege of being light bearers, containers of the glory of Christ within us

throughout all generations, forever and ever.

AMEN                                                                                                                  DEBI DUNN

These words / prayers are taken from a teaching series called “The Lord’s Prayer” delivered by Revive
Our Hearts Ministry (an outreach of Life Action Ministries) with Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth. The
entire series will lead you into a richer prayer life. The full series can be read or listened to on on-line
at: https://www.reviveourhearts.com/podcast/revive-our-hearts/lords-prayer-day-1/    

https://www.reviveourhearts.com/podcast/revive-our-hearts/lords-prayer-day-1/
https://www.reviveourhearts.com/podcast/revive-our-hearts/lords-prayer-day-1/
https://www.reviveourhearts.com/podcast/revive-our-hearts/lords-prayer-day-1/


Boys’ Brigade life as we knew it came to an abrupt end on Monday 16th March as we

were notified by HQ that all our face-to-face meetings were to cease until further

notice.  Our session was almost coming to a close with the boys about to start work

on the Display which they were all very much looking forward to.  However, our story

didn’t end there….within a couple of weeks with thanks to the staff at Carronvale and

Felden Lodge; we launched a new initiative #BBatHome.  Every week we have been

sending out activity packs to all 3 of our sections featuring 5/6 activities that the boys

(and family members) can take part in to help them through these unprecedented

times.  Numerous boys have been sending in pictures and videos of their tasks which

we’ve been posting on our Facebook page to help keep the work that we do alive

and help keep boys/officers and families together in a digital way. (Please do check

us out).   We’ve also set our own challenges every so often which usually comprises of

coming together in either, song/dance or quite simply acting like fools (something

that I’m sure all of you know that we do naturally!).   National HQ have launched

some competitions as well and we were fortunate enough to have two finalists

within our company for their baking efforts!!  

We mustn’t forget that this year is the start of our 50th anniversary and whilst it

hasn’t started the way we would like; we’ll still be celebrating it in true BB fashion

once we’re allowed to again in numbers.  We’ve kicked off our celebrations with a

competition for boys to design a commemorative badge with the winners entry

actually being made.  Congratulations to Mikey Robb for his winning design.

With thanks to Neil McGavin and Colin Meldrum, we’ve also managed to keep our

weekly meetings going through Zoom meetings and whilst we would normally have

finished around early May; they’ve continued to keep these going whilst the boys are

in lockdown and are unable to meet up with extended family and friends.  Initially

we weren’t sure how the boys would take to these but attendance is steady and the

boys seem to have a great time with all that both Neil and Colin put together.  It’s

great to see so many of the activities that we do on a Wednesday/Friday night work

so well when adapted slightly to work in a virtual environment.  They boys also seem

to like a scavenger hunt throughout the house (apologies as the boys raid your house 

B O Y S  B R I G A D E
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whilst you’re probably wanting some time to relax after the difficult task of home-

schooling!).  

As for the officers; We're pleased to report that everyone is doing safe and well.  Mr Miller

is enjoying retirement and with Mr Keenan have been enjoying being able to use the

bowling green for some recreational fun.  The majority of officers are still working as

normal either at home or in a socially distanced way but thankful that everyone is

healthy and doing well.  We certainly do miss not being able to see each other but we

look ahead to what the next few months means and what BB life will mean for us as we

are about to go into a new session.  No matter what challenges we face in the next year

we will remember that "We have an anchor that keeps the soul.  Steadfast and sure ...'

To Travel Hopefully – Seasoned travellers, the missionary and his wife went to book

reservations at the airlines counter.  They humbly requested “Two tickets to wherever our

luggage is going.”

                                                       

Crowd – The new minister, encouraged by the numbers in Church for his first sermon, began

 “I have never had the pleasure of preaching to such a dense crowd before.”

Nun – A sister from a local convent became a certified accountant to help small shop owners

manage their finances better.  The title of her business?  'Nun of Your Business'.

Harvest Supper – When the Church council asked for a report on how the Harvest Supper

had gone, the Church secretary was at least succinct - “More was prepared than was served. 

More was served than was eaten.  More was eaten than was necessary.”

St Meddans Church Magazine

SMILERS
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We in Scotland have an abundance of clean fresh water at our finger tips - but

sadly many countries throughout our world do not - tv pictures show us children

drinking filthy "sludge" - shocking in 2020 … a staggering 785 million people (1 in

10) do not have clean water.

Around the world, every minute a newborn dies from infection caused by lack of

safe water and an unclean environment; diarrhoea caused by dirty water and poor

toilets kills a child under 5 every 2 minutes and up to 443 million school days are

lost every year because of water-related illnesses (including cholera, dengue and

diarrhoea).  

The WaterAid Charity has 3 key objectives:  clean water, toilets and hygiene - the

latter 2 being closely related to clean water - 2 billion people (1 in 4) don't have a

decent toilet of their own and 3 billion people don't have hand-washing

facilities at home.

Every £1 invested in water and toilets results in an average of £4 in increased

productivity.  The World Bank says promoting good hygiene is one of the most

cost effective health interventions.

'Jars of Grace' …  a timely "wee" reminder from Ann: 

Despite the weeks of 'lockdown' and not seeing our Church family I hope you

agree that we need to keep supporting this worthwhile charity - I know right now

we are often being asked to use our debit/credit cards in shops rather than cash,

so small change is almost obsolete - however I am not averse to receiving the odd

£2 or £1 coins with your 2 and 1 p's (Ed: and even the odd note)!! 

Joking apart - hopefully you will let me have your 'jars' soon - any donation will be

greatly appreciated … thank you and God bless … 

Ann Ferguson
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I'm but a working woman and busy all day, 

with little time for reading and little time to pray,

With cooking, scrubbing, mending, there is too much to do,

I often look around and feel I never shall get through.

And how I long to rest a while – just quietly apart, 

to listen to my Lord and learn with loving Mary's heart, 

but in my busy life I can but serve with Martha's hands -

It troubles me – and yet I think the dear Lord understands.

And when I'm tired out at night I seem to hear Him say,

“Fret not, my child, for needful strength is given for each day,

 You can but do your best”, and then he adds, so tenderly,

“Just let your many daily task done AS UNTO ME, 

then know that I am with you – that always I am there, 

to help you and to guide you with my love and with my care.”

And then the little worries and the anxious strivings cease, 

as He brings me to the haven of His Own Abiding Peace.

                                                                   Anchored Magazine

Give all your worries to God  because He cares for you

                                                            1 Peter 5 v 7

AS UNTO ME
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GIVING

Regular Giving:
Monthly Standing Order to the Church
bank account, which keeps you in control
through your instructions to your bank.
Envelopes (usually weekly) - normally put
in offering plates during services - but
during lockdown the Clerk to the Board,
Bob McMillan, has offered to be a
collection point or will arrange for
collection from your home if requested.

One-off Giving:
By cheque made out to 'Dundonald Church
of Scotland' - usually it is simplest to
post it but collection can be arranged if
preferred.
Online through a secure facility set up
and managed by the Church of Scotland
at: www.churchofscotland.org.uk/donate -
click on 'Donate to a congregation' and
then enter Dundonald (Ayr) followed by
your details as prompted. (Note, this
could also be used for regular giving but
generally 1.a) above is the preferred
option.)

Gift Aid:

We have received a number of requests from
people who want to support the work of the
Church financially but don't know how with the
current restrictions. If you are in this position,
there are various options:

1.
a.

b.

2.
a.

b.

3.

For any of the above, if you are a tax payer it
is possible for the Church to recover tax, at
no extra cost to you, through a gift aid
declaration.

If you would like to use one of these options or
would like more details, please contact the Clerk
to the Board, Bob McMillan or the Treasurer,
Sheila Tannock (contact details on page 4).
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Vandal damage to vestibule window to be repaired after current workplace
restrictions are lifted. Thanks to Bob Stewart for fitting extra drop bolt for front
door.
External rear wall of the Church around main Finnie window - plaster/pointing to
be repaired.
Front walls stonework - Clerk is following up grant application of £17k with the
Scottish Churches Trust for this essential maintenance/repair work.
Stairwells and upper level walls/window arches - awaiting final quote but may
exceed £4k.
Sound system etc upgrade  - ongoing.

North guttering repair quote and use of cherry picker for safety approved.
Gemmill Jack will liaise re the timing.
Funding has been applied for “Floyd’s Café”, the “Drop-in” café the minister hopes
to operate in the Hall alongside the Food Bank.
Use of Hall has to be severely restricted due to the Covid-19 limitations and
infection risks. 

OFFERINGS - for 5 months to May 2020 are £6,728 down on last year due to Covid19.
See separate article re Giving (including via CoS secure website).
GIFT AID CLAIM of £13k received for year-end 5th April 2020.  Many thanks to Ann
Ferguson for her dedicated work. 
CHURCH:

CHURCH HALL:

GLEBE lease to be renewed with clarification of responsibilities.
PRIVATE PRAYER and Church Building - see separate article.
ON-LINE WORSHIP - Matt Penman volunteered to help with video editing to support
Bob Stewart and it was agreed that additional equipment be purchased if necessary.
When ‘normal’ worship is permitted it would be advantageous if the Church building
is suitably equipped to permit ‘live streaming’ or filming.

BOARD BYTES                               23RD JUNE
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SORROW
Are you passing through some sorrow? Is your pillow wet with tears?
There is only one can help you, He will banish all your fears.

Do you wonder why you suffer, And if God does understand?
Yes.  He knows your future pathway, All your life is in His hands.

All God's testings have a purpose, Some day you will see the light,
All He asks is that you trust Him, Walk by faith and not by sight.

Do not fear when doubts surround you, Just remember He is near,
He will never, never leave thee, He will always, always hear.

Faithful is He that has promised, He will never let you fail,
Daily strength to you be given – Strength for each, and strength for
all.

Anchored Magazine



SESSION MINUTES

for recorded history so he commissioned historian Henry Paton to transcribe several

sets of old minutes, including the earliest Dundonald Session Minutes.  This would

have been a painstaking task as they were written on now fragile paper in old script

and using an old language. The task was completed in 1936 and six leather-bound

printed copies dated from 1602 to 1731 were produced.  The Minister then, James

Gillespie, would have been an enthusiastic supporter of the project and he was

presented with one of the copies to add to the Church archives.  It is still held by the

Church and is a very valuable historical document.

The second person to play a crucial role in the preservation of the minutes is John

Baillie.  In 1762, at the early age of 22, John Baillie was appointed Schoolmaster and

Session Clerk at Dundonald and he was to remain in these posts for close to 60

years, our longest serving Session Clerk.  Looking carefully at the 18th/19th century

minutes we find that there is no change in the handwriting from 1730 onwards until

1820 despite the fact that there were 4 different clerks over that time.

One of the most valuable sources

of information in our archives is

our old Kirk Session Minutes which

give a fascinating insight into

parish life in years gone by.  And

Dundonald is very well served with

respect to old minutes.  Indeed,

we have the oldest and best

preserved set of Session Minutes in

Ayrshire, dating from 1602 with

only a few gaps over the next 400

years.  These give a fascinating

insight into life in the parish in the

past.

As well as the long list of Session

Clerks who kept these minutes, 

we owe a debt to two men in

particular for the preservation of

them.  The first is John Crichton-

Stuart, 4th Marquis of Bute.  

He had a keen interest in

conservation and an enthusiasm

FROM THE ARCHIVES GORDON STEWART

FROM CONTACT 2007
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All of the hand-writing corresponds to that during John Baillie's period as clerk.  It

would seem that John Baillie took an old and possibly disorganised record and

completely re-wrote it in a form that remains eminently legible today.  It would

have taken a considerable time and the change in his handwriting with increasing

age is observable in the records.

And now for some Minutes from Board Meetings in the 1960s …

With the various organisations being stopped just now I decided to see what I

could glean from the old Congregational Board records.  Here’s a wee sample.  

Bob McMillan

13/1/65  The two houses in the St. Giles building that are owned by the Church were

to have their rent increased. It was agreed by the Board as £1 per week but this was

later reduced to 10/- in May.

During organ repairs Mrs. Deans of Crosshouse loaned a Harmonium to the Church.

8/6/66  Dr. Fallows sold a cooker to the Minister for the manse while the old Manse

cooker was installed in the Church Hall kitchen.

23/8/67  Coat racks for the Church vestibule were donated by Mr. Gilbert Roach in

preparation for the 400th anniversary of our Church as a protestant centre of

worship.

Pulpit Falls and Bible bookmarks were donated by Mrs. J. McIlroy.  A cabinet to

allow the display of the Church silver (pewter?) was gifted by Mrs Duff and Mrs.

Livingston.

The aisles in the Church are to be carpeted at a cost of £202 16/- for under-felt and

carpet.  The felt covers on the pews are to be dyed to match the carpet.

14/1/68  The first fluorescent lights are fitted in the hall. The Sunday School

purchased a slide projector to show film strips at a cost of £58.

1/4/68  Rev. Wm. Barclay is to preach at the Church’s 400th anniversary service.

The Church Hall extension is begun.  (The 400th anniversary was actually 1967.)

1/12/68  A new boiler is installed in the hall.

13/9/69  It is proposed that a B.B. Company be formed.  It was intended that only a

Junior Section be formed but eight boys of Company Section age came forward

and so all sections will be formed.  This was finally done on 2/3/70.
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Y O U R  B O D Y  I S  A  T E M P L E
Do you not know that your body is a

temple of the holy spirit within you,

whom you have from God?  You are

not your own you were bought with a

price, so glorify God in your body. 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20

Beloved, I pray that all may go well

with you and that you may be in good

health as it goes well with your soul.

 3 John 1:2

And the Lord will guide you

continually and satisfy your desire in

scorched places and make your bones

strong; and you shall be like a watered

garden, like a spring of water whose

waters do not fail. Isaiah 58:11

This observation from a scientist

at Queen's University Belfast

follows research which found 

that couch potato lifestyles 

could be causing ill-health in the

UK each year due to sedentary

living, which raises the risk of

heart disease, diabetes and

cancer. 

But as one doctor says, more

exercise “doesn't have to mean

major lifestyle changes – just 

build more activity into your

everyday life. Stand on the bus,

stand when you talk on the

phone.  Take regular short walks.”
St Meddans Magazine

P S A L M  1 3 9 : 1 4
I  P R A I S E  Y O U   B E C A U S E  I  A M  F E A R F U L L Y  A N D  W O N D E R F U L L Y  M A D E ;

        Y O U R  W O R K S  A R E  W O N D E R F U L ,  I  K N O W  T H A T  F U L L  W E L L .

A  D A N G E R O U S
C O U C H ! ?
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THAI PRAWN, AVOCADO, RED RICE AND MANGO SALAD

225g/8oz red rice

200g/7oz king prawns

2 ripe avocados

medium sized ripe mango

small handful coriander

For the dressing

2 tablespoon sweet chilli sauce

4 teaspoon fish sauce

2 teaspoon lime juice

1 teaspoon grated fresh root ginger

Cook the rice for 25/30 minutes, drain and refresh under cold 

water. Drain and set aside. Pat the prawns dry on kitchen paper 

and roughly chop, put into a large bowl. peel and de-stone the 

avocados and mango and cut into cubes, add to the prawns and stir in the chopped coriander. Whisk the

dressing ingredients together and add to the rice taking care not to bash the avocado. Serves 4.

BAKED LIME, PASSION FRUIT AND COCONUT PUDDING

125g/4½oz butter, at room temperature, plus more for the dish

200g/7oz caster sugar

4 large eggs separated

75g/2¾oz self raising flour

50g/1¾oz) desiccated coconut

400ml/14fl oz whole milk

finely grated zest and juice of 3 limes

5 large juicy passion fruits or 6 smaller fruits

icing sugar and thick cream to serve

Preheat oven to 170c  gas mark 4. Butter a 2 litre (3 1/2 pint) ovenproof dish. Put butter and sugar into

processor and process till light and fluffy. Add the egg yolks and incorporate. Add flour and coconut,

alternating with the milk, and blend just till you have a smooth batter. Add the lime juice and zest, then

scrape the batter into a large bowl. Halve the passion fruits and scoop the pulp and seeds into a sieve

placed over the bowl of batter. Push the pulp through the sieve into the batter, then add two thirds of

the seeds, discarding the rest. Beat the egg whites till stiff. Fold in a little batter to loosen it, then fold in

the rest. Spoon into the prepared tin and set it in a roasting tin.  Pour enough water into the roasting tin

to come half way up the pudding dish and bake for 45 minutes. Let the pudding cool a little, sift over

caster sugar and serve with double cream.  Serves 4-6

tasty treats for lockdown!

Sheila Payne

Sheila Payne
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND NEWS
Living God who loves, hear our prayer
The Moderator of the General Assembly is encouraging Christians to 
come together in prayer at 7pm every Sunday evening.   Rt Rev Dr 
Martin Fair said: "I’m delighted to have read that in the last couple of 
months online searches for ‘prayer’ have increased dramatically. "What better than to
join with brothers and sisters from across the nation to pray our way through this
ongoing crisis."

Embrace the gifts God has given you
Rev Martin Fair is encouraging Christians to embrace the gifts that they have been
given and encouraged Church goers to try and help each other discern which ones they
possess and how to use them in the service of others to re-create God's Kingdom on
earth. He said everyone is part of a big jigsaw and their piece is important.

Two men set free  
Andy McDougall and Fraser Simpson started injecting heroin when they were 15 and 14
respectively as a reaction to being unable to cope with family tragedies. Their lives
quickly spiralled out of control but were finally turned around after they separately
sought help from the Havilah (addiction support) project in Arbroath, part of St
Andrew's Parish Church. They were referred to a residential project in England run by
Betel UK, an independent Christian charity for individuals and families affected by
addiction where the men explored the Bible and accepted Jesus Christ as their
personal saviour.

Probationer minister supports community
Douglas Creighton of Cumbrae linked with St John’s Church in Largs has been working
as an emergency call handler in an ambulance call centre and helping to co-ordinate
local deliveries of food and medicines to vulnerable groups. Mr Creighton, 35, who
usually volunteers as a Community First Responder, said: “Lockdown has led to the
closure of Church buildings but the Church has never closed and in my view
everything I am doing right now is ministry. “Helping people in a time of need and
simply being where I can to offer assistance, also about rallying people associated with
the Church to support those who need it most. The delivery service is via The Living
Room, a community drop-in centre which the Kirk is at the forefront of running."

Ministers battle with Coronavirus
Rev Julie Rennick, 60, and Rev Dan Harper, 38, said they had never felt so ill in their
lives as with coronavirus and admitted that there were times when they thought they
would not survive.  Mrs Rennick of Larbert West Parish Church in Forth Valley said it
was a terrifying experience and at one point she considered writing goodbye letters to
her three adult sons. Mr Harper, minister at Bridge of Allan Parish Church in
Stirlingshire, said he felt like he was “drowning in fresh air” and feared that he might
never leave hospital alive. The pair leaned heavily on each other for moral support and
are eternally grateful to the “brilliant” medical professionals who assisted them and
very thankful to everyone who offered heartfelt prayers for a speedy recovery.
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One of the most famous stories about Jesus is the calming of the storm (Luke

8:22-25).  Of course, anyone could say that the wind stopped suddenly of its

own accord, but the disciples were not fooled.  They had seen a number of

these 'coincidences' in Jesus' ministry and they weren't about to ignore this

one.  Jesus had calmed the waves with only His words. Wasn't this an act of

God? 

Jesus dealt graciously with the very pressing and practical issue of the raging

storm before He did a bit of teaching, asking His followers “Where is your

faith?”  It's not surprising that they were scared, given the circumstances.  He

had already been teaching them for some time, and clearly knew they were

ready to trust Him. 

In similar circumstances, Christians often do several things in quick

succession.  We start by panicking and being afraid.  After a while we might

remember what we know about God's character and pray for help, trusting

that, whatever happens, He will help us to handle it.  Most often, we don't get

the storm-calming effect when we ask for it, but battling on with faith and

God's help is much easier than trying to keep going in a panic. 

The difference between trusting and not trusting can be like night and day in

terms of stress levels.  I have found that it can make the difference between

unmanageable stress and something that stretches me and teaches me

something new. 

Knowing some science can help us to trust God.  A being who created the

whole universe,sustaining the wonderfully creative processes that produced

diverse life on earth, must be both extremely powerful and extremely wise. 

The God who can both calm the waves and walk on them must be in

complete control of the things He made.

When this knowledge goes hand in hand with experience of God's intimate

love for us and care for us in every situation that we find ourselves in, I am

reassured that He's got things in hand. I will always need help from others to

pray faithfully in stormy situations but hopefully I've seen enough now not to

panic for too long.  Time (and my closest friends) will tell!

Dr Ruth Bancewicz – The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion

St Meddans Church Magazine

JUST A THOUGHT
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